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Main events of the past week

» Afghanistan: On August 26, 2021, five days before the end of the evacuation of the

American and Western forces from Afghanistan, there was an explosion near the eastern wing
of the Kabul international airport. Thirteen American soldiers and 169 Afghans were killed.
ISIS's Khorasan Province claimed responsibility for the attack. Two days later, the United
States attacked a vehicle carrying senior ISIS operatives, apparently en route to the site of
another attack. On August 30, 2021, the airport was attacked with rockets which were
intercepted by the United States army. ISIS claimed responsibility for the rocket attack.
» In American assessment, ISIS would attempt to attack its forces before they leave the
country. Senior American figures had previously warned an attack might be carried out
"within hours." According to the American Department of Defense, thousands of imprisoned
ISIS Khorasan Province (ISIS-K) operatives were freed by the Taliban after it took over the
country.
» In ISIS's other provinces there was relatively little activity this past week.
# Syria: ISIS's activities continue to decline. The rebel forces against the Syrian army in
the Idlib enclave also declined. The al-Qaeda-affiliated Headquarters for the Liberation
of al-Sham detained a number of ISIS operatives in western Idlib.
+ Iraq: ISIS's attacks continue to decline in Iraq as well. Most of the attacks targeted
the Iragi army and the forces supporting it. This past week the Kirkuk Province was
notable for the number of ISIS attacks.
+ Africa: ISIS's attacks have also declined in Africa. In Nigeria ISIS carried out a series of
attacks against the Nigerian army in Malam Fatori near the Nigeria-Chad-Niger border.
ISIS continued publishing pictures of the daily lives of people living in regions under
ISIS control.
» The battle for hearts and minds: The lead article in al-Naba’, ISIS's weekly magazine, was
devoted to the need for Muslim scholars to lead the armies fighting their enemies, and not

serve as tools in the hands of various regimes and the West.
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Mass-casualty terrorist attack near Kabul's international airport
» On the afternoon of August 26, 2021, five days before the date of the final evacuation of

American and Western forces from Afghanistan, there was an explosion near the eastern wing
of Kabul's Hamid Karzai International Airport. Thousands of people were in the airport

waiting to board planes to leave Afghanistan (Reuters, August 28, 2021).

Peer Sultan
Baba

»
LL ollals
"Araban AHT6 Katah Kheyl

Hamid Karzai
International Airport
Udkhel
PULE
MAHMOUD
Bist Hazari

Sl coww

Bakhtyara

The Hamiz Karzai International Airport, Kabul (Google Maps)
» According to the Pentagon and the American army's CENTCOM, the explosion was caused
by a suicide bomber at the Abbey Gate, the airport's main entrance, which was secured by
American army forces. Reportedly 13 American soldiers and 169 Afghans were killed in the

blast (Reuters, August 27, 2021; France 24, August 28, 2021).

Smoke rising near Kabul's airport (Telegram, Augus 26, 2021).
» Several hours after the attack, ISIS's Khorasan Province issued a statement claiming
responsibility. According to the statement an ISIS operative nicknamed Abd al-Rahman al-
Lugari (apparently from the Lugar district south of Kabul) managed to pass through the

American army and Taliban security blockades encircling the airport, even though he was
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wearing an explosive belt. He reached the American army Baran Camp near the airport, sped
in and detonated the explosive belt, which exploded amid a large concentration of American
forces, translators and local agents who aided the forces. According to ISIS, 160 people were
killed and wounded, among them more than 20 American soldiers. ISIS said the Americans
("the Crusaders") and those who assisted them should know that the soldiers of the

Caliphate would continue to combat them (Telegram, August 26, 2021).
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Right: ISIS's claim of responsibility for the attack. Left: The suicide bomber who carried out the
attack (Telegram, August 26, 2021).

American activity
» American President Joe Biden said they would neither forgive nor forget and would hunt

ISIS down and make it pay for what it had done.

» In American assessment, ISIS would attempt more attacks against the forces before
they leave Afghanistan. Senior American figures had issued warnings several hours before
the attack that a deadly attack could be carried out "within hours" (Reuters, August 27, 2021).
According to the Department of Defense, thousands of imprisoned ISIS-K operatives were
freed by the Taliban after it took control of the country (Fox News, August 27, 2021).

» Following the attack, on August 28, 2021, the United States attacked ISIS Khorasan
Province operatives in the Nangarhar Province, which lies on the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border. According to the Department of Defense's announcement, two senior ISIS operatives
who had been involved in planning the attack on the airport were killed and another
operative was wounded (Department of Defense website, August 29, 2021). The spokesperson
for the American army CENTCOM reported that ISIS suicide bombers had been attacked with
UAVs while driving to attack the airport again. According to the spokesperson, secondary
explosions at the site indicated a large quantity of explosive material in the vehicle

(CENTCOM website, August 28, 2021).
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» The Taliban condemned the attack on the ISIS operatives, claiming it violated the calm in
Afghanistan, adding the Americans had to report to the Taliban when it was planning an

attack (CNN, August 28, 2021).

Another attack on the Kabul airport
» On August 30, 2021, five rockets were launched from a vehicle at the Kabul airport and

were intercepted by the American forces. No casualties were reported (CNBC, August 30,
2021). ISIS's Khorasan Province claimed responsibility for the rocket attack. According to the
organization's announcement, six rockets were fired at the airport and there were verified

hits (Telegram, August 30, 2021).

Al-Qaeda congratulates the Taliban
» Al-Qaeda's general headquarters congratulated the Islamic nation on the Taliban's

takeover of Afghanistan. Al-Qaeda called on Afghans to unite around the Taliban leadership
("the Islamic emirate"). According to the al-Qaeda announcement, the takeover of
Afghanistan proved that jihad was the correct path to victory. The announcement ended with
a prayer for the liberation of "Palestine" from the "Zionist occupation" and the countries of

the Maghreb from the hands of the French occupation [sic], as Afghanistan had been
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Al-Qaeda congratulates the Taliban in English (Telegram, August 31, 2021).
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The Syrian arena
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The Idlib region

» This past week there was a significant decline in the exchanges of fire between the Syrian
army (and the forces supporting it) and the rebel forces in the Idlib enclave (Syria Human
Rights Observatory, August 25-30, 2021). Despite the decline in rebel activity, Russian aircraft
attacked the southern area around Idlib almost every day (Syria Human Rights Observatory,
August 27-29, 2021).

» Several ISIS operatives were detained by the al-Qaeda-affiliated Headquarters for the
Liberation of al-Sham west of Idlib. The operatives had rockets and IEDs ready for remote

detonation (aramme.com, August 30, 2021).

The desert region
» This past week Russian planes attacked ISIS targets in the al-Sukhnah desert southwest of

Deir al-Zor more than ten times. Syrian regime forces attacked an ISIS vehicle with artillery
fire. No casualties were reported (Syria Human Rights Observatory, August 25, 2021).

ISIS activity

The Deir al-Zor-al-Mayadeen region!

» On August 25, 2021, a fighter from one of the forces supporting the Syrian army was shot
and killed near his house in al-Busayrah, about 15 kilometers (a little over nine miles) north of

al-Mayadeen (Telegram, August 27, 2021).

! According to ISIS's claim of responsibility as it appeared on Telegram.
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» According to reports, a number of Syrian army soldiers were killed during exchanges of fire

with ISIS operatives south of Deir al-Zor (Syria Human Rights Observatory, August 30, 2021).

The Iragi arena?

Provinces of Iraq (Wikipedia)

Attacks by provinces?

Kirkuk Province

» August 30, 2021: A force of the tribal mobilization was attacked in the al-Rashad region 40
kilometers (about 25 miles) southwest of Kirkuk. The force abandoned the location and ISIS
operatives attacked the village, set fire to five vehicles and disabled three others. During the
attack a house was set on fire and other houses, which belonged to the tribal mobilization,
were damaged.

» August 30, 2021: A police post in the al-Riyadh region was attacked, 50 kilometers (about
31 miles) southwest of Kirkuk. A police officer and policeman were killed.

» August 29, 2021: Shots were fired at a thermal camera near an Iragi army position two
kilometers (about a mile and a half) southeast of Baqubah. A patrol arrived at the site and
was attacked by ISIS fire. The patrol vehicle was disabled.

» August 27, 2021: Shots were fired at an Iraqi police post south of the Daquq region, 30
kilometers (about 19 miles) south of Kirkuk. Two policemen were wounded.

» August 26, 2021: An Iraqgi police bulldozer near al-Khasha, in the southern Daquq region,

was attacked and disabled.

2 All information from Telegram unless otherwise noted.
* Mostly according to ISIS’s claims of responsibility posted on Telegram.
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Al-Anbar Province (western Iraq)

» On August 24, 2021, an Iragi army convoy conducting an operation was attacked 40
kilometers (about 25 miles) east of al-Rutbah in western Irag. The soldiers escaped; one

vehicle was set on fire.

Salah al-Din Province
» On August 29, 2021, shots were fired at an Iraqgi police post near the airport in al-Duloiya,

40 kilometers (about 25 miles) southeast of Samarra. Auxiliary forces arriving on the scene
were attacked with gunfire from ambush. Two policemen were killed and seven were
wounded, one of them an officer. Twelve vehicles were attacked.

» On August 22, 2021, an IED was used to attack a joint Iraqgi army-popular mobilization
patrol 100 kilometers (about 60 miles) north of Baghdad. The patrol operatives were either

killed or wounded.

Diyala Province
» On August 30, 2021, shots were fired at a commando unit of the Iragi ministry of the

interior in the al-Azim region, 60 kilometers (about 37 miles) north of Baqubah. A fighter was
killed and the vehicle was disabled.

» On August 27, 2021, a rocket was fired and hand grenades were thrown at an emergency
police station of the Iragi ministry of the interior in the al-Waqf region, 15 kilometers (about

nine miles) northeast of Baqubah. Vehicles were damaged and the station was damaged.

Nineveh Province
» On August 26, 2021 four mortar shells were fired at an Iragi army facility in the Tal Afar

region of northwestern Iraq. ISIS claimed verified hits.

Counterterrorism measuresin lraq

Diyala Province
» Yahya Rasoul, spokesman for the Iragi armed forces, reported Iraqi aerial attacks in the

Diyala Province had killed two ISIS commanders (Yahya Rasoul's Twitter account, August 25,

2021).

Nineveh Province
» The Iraqi security forces detained four ISIS operatives northwest of Mosul (al-Sumaria,

August 28, 2021).
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Irbil Province
» The Iraqgi security forces detained a senior ISIS operative in charge of the administration in

ISIS's Southern Province south of Baghdad (Twitter account of the security information unit

of the Iragi ministry of defense, August 25, 2021).

Salah al-Din province
» Yahya Rasoul reported that Iraqi security forces operating in the region of al-Tarmiyah, 30

kilometers (about 19 miles) north of Baghdad, had destroyed eight ISIS supply sites and

lodgings (Yahya Rasoul's Twitter account, August 27, 2021).
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Iraqi army forces north of Baghdad (Yah)'l.aARa'souvl's Twitfer.écc"oi.lnt, August 27, 2021).
» The Iraqi security forces detained two ISIS operatives who were planning to carry out
attacks in the Salah al-Din Province. The operatives had five IEDs, explosives and a handgun

in their possession (al-Sumaria, August 27 2021).
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The two captured ISIS operatives (al-Sumaria, August 27 2021).
» On August 25, 2021, the Iraqi security forces destroyed an ISIS camp and several lodgings

in the eastern part of the province (al-Sumaria, August 25, 2021).
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The Sinai Peninsula

ISIS activity
» Two Egyptian soldiers were shot and killed by sniper fire, apparently by ISIS operatives,

during an operational activity in the northern Sinai Peninsula (Twitter account of

@mansourawegamalha, August 26, 2021; wataninet.com, August 26. 2021).

Summary of ISIS's activity in the various provinces

Summary of ISIS's weekly activity
» ISIS published an infographic summarizing its activities around the globe between August

19 and 25, 2021. According to the infographic, ISIS operatives carried out 29 attacks in its
various provinces in Asia and Africa, down from 49 the previous week, a reduction of
40%. The highest number of attacks, 17, were carried out in Irag. There were four in West
Africa, two in the Sinai Peninsula, two in East Asia, one in Khorasan (i.e., Afghanistan), one in
Syria, one in Libya and one in Somalia.

» Sixty-four people were killed or wounded in the attacks, down from 78 the previous week.
The highest number of victims was 40, carried out in Irag. There were eight people killed or
wounded in East Asia, five in West Africa, five in Libya, three in the Sinai Peninsula, one in
Somalia, one in Khorasan (i.e., Afghanistan) and one in Syria (al-Naba’ and Telegram, August
26, 2021). Irag continues as the center of ISIS activity, despite the counterterrorism activities

of the Iraqi security forces.
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Infographic appearing in ISIS's weekly magazine, al-Naba’
(al-Naba’, Telegram, August 26, 2021).
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ISIS attacks in recent months (according to ISIS data)*
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Africa

Democratic Republic of the Congo

» An attack was carried out at Congo army base north of Oicha, 50 kilometers (about 30

miles) west of the Congo-Uganda border. During the exchange of fire the soldiers fled, leaving

behind weapons and equipment.

Nigeria

» This past week ISIS focused its attacks on the Nigerian army in the Malam Fatori region on

the Nigeria-Chad-Niger border. The Nigerian army suffered many losses:

+ On August 29, 2021: An ambush on a Nigerian army patrol, killing five soldiers in the

exchange of fire and wounding several others. A truck was destroyed.

+ On August 27, 2021: An attack a Nigerian army patrol killing at least 15 soldiers in the

exchange of fire and wounding others. Meanwhile, a Nigerian army base was attacked

by rocket fire. ISIS claimed verified hits.

+ On August 26, 2021: On attack a Nigerian army base, killing five soldiers and

wounding others. ISIS operatives also destroyed an observation tower. Rockets fired

during the attack set fire to the soldiers' barracks.

+ On August 25, 2021: four rockets were fired at a base. ISIS claimed verified hits.

* All information from ISIS's Telegram unless otherwise noted.
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ISIS operatives en route to firing rockets at a Nigerian army base (Telegram, August 27, 2021).

Other activities
» On August 29, 2021, shots were fired at a Nigerian army post in Rann, on the Nigerian-

Cameroon border. Ten soldiers were killed in an exchange of fire with ISIS operatives and
others were wounded. ISIS operatives took three vehicles, weapons and ammunition from
the post, which they set on fire, along with two tanks.

» On August 25, 2021, ISIS attacked a Nigerian army facility near Babangida, 50 kilometers
(about 30 miles) north of Damaturu, the capital of the state of Yobe in northeastern Nigeria.
During the exchange of fire 15 Nigerian soldiers were killed or wounded.

» On August 23, 2021, shots were fired and IEDs were detonated to attack a convoy of
Nigerian army vehicles near Mirari in northeastern Nigeria. Several soldiers were wounded
and a vehicle was disabled.

» On August 23, 2021, shots were fired at a concentration of auxiliary Nigerian army forces in
Goniri, 50 kilometers (about 30 miles) southeast of Damaturu. A number of fighters were

killed and wounded. Eight rifles were taken.

Daily life under ISIS control
» This past week ISIS again published pictures of the daily lives of Nigerians under ISIS

control. A selection of pictures bore the caption, "Agricultural activity of Nigerians under ISIS
sponsorship in the Islamic State of Nigeria." The pictures showed farmers working the land,

apparently in the region of Lake Chad in northeastern Nigeria, an ISIS stronghold.
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Farmers controlled by ISIS work their land (Telegram, August 25, 2021)

Somalia
» ISIS operatives detonated an IED to attack a government foot patrol in the al-Miskad

mountains south of Bosaso in northern Somalia. At least two fighters were wounded and the

other escaped.

The United States

» Imran Ali Rasheed, 33, a Somali from Texas, shot a driver to death, stole his vehicle and
shot at police in a nearby station. The police shot and killed him. In FBI assessment, Rasheed
was a lone wolf operative. He left a letter indicating he had apparently been influenced by the
ideology of "a foreign terrorist organization." It might have been ISIS or al-Qaeda (AP, August
30, 2021). Matthew Desarno, special agent in charge of the Dallas FBI field office, said that
between 2010 and 2013 Rasheed had been under FBI surveillance and was investigated, but
his file was closed it has been determined that he did not pose a threat (Washington Post,

August 31, 2021).

The battle for hearts and minds

» ISIS's weekly magazine al-Naba’ published an article entitled "The Muslim scholar we
want." It dealt with the need for Muslim scholars who could lead armies in war against
enemies and who would not be tools in the hands of various regimes or the West.

» The article compared contemporary Muslim scholars with those of the past. Muslim
scholars at the beginning of Islam, according to the article, like the Prophet Muhammad,
were able to lead the armies of Islam in war against their enemies, while today many of them
had become tools in the hands of various regimes and of the West. While Jewish and
Christian religious scholars led the war against Islam, most Muslim scholars surrendered to
the "rule of dictators." For example, Pope Francis visited Iraq at the end of February year to
wave a cross in Mosul. In the meantime, Sunni Muslim scholars in Muslim countries were

waging a war to the death against ISIS and the Islamic State. The article called on Muslim
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scholars to return to their former role because the nation of Islam needed them. They should
issue fatwas and could lead the jihad against the Crusade waged by the West (al-Naba’,

Telegram, August 26, 2021).

Article about Muslim scholars
(al-Naba’, Telegram, August 26, 2021).
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