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Overview

The establishment of the “resistance society” by Hezbollah

Since its inception, Hezbollah, with massive Iranian assistance, has invested
considerable resources in deepening its influence among the Shiite population in
Lebanon. This is in order to turn the Shiite society into a “resistance society,” i.e., a
society that will unite around Hezbollah, support its military activity against Israel and
simultaneously strengthen its political influence in the internal Lebanese arena. During
nearly 40 years of existence, Hezbollah has devoted considerable resources to turning
the Shiite community into a “resistance society” through the establishment of an
extensive infrastructure of civilian institutions that assist the population in all areas of
life. These institutions include, inter alia, an education system, hospitals and clinics,
institutions that care for wounded Hezbollah operatives and for the families of dead
Hezbollah operatives (shaheeds), an institution that promotes construction projects,
welfare institutions, semi-banking activities, youth and women’s organizations, a

media network and more?.

1“Resistance Society” is a term coined by Hezbollah Deputy Secretary General Sheikh Naim
Qassem in his book: “The Resistance Society: The Will of Shahada [i.e., self-sacrifice, the desire
to be a shaheed] and the Creation of Victory.” The book was published in March 2008 by the Al-
Maaref al-Hikmiyah Institute for Religious and Philosophical Studies. The 108-page book includes an
in-depth theoretical explanation of the establishment of the “resistance society” and the methods
used to unite Shiite society around Hezbollah’s military activity.

2Over the past two years, the ITIC has published more than 20 publications about Hezbollah’s
civilian institutions, their nature and sources of income. These publications are part of a project for
mapping Hezbollah’s civilian infrastructure and are available (in Hebrew and English) on the
Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center’s website.
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Cover of the book “The Resistance Society” (2008) by Hezbollah Deputy Secretary General
Sheikh Naim Qassem (Sheikh Naim Qassem’s official website)

» The extensive civilian infrastructure established by Hezbollah with Iran’s funding has
created a sort of a “mini-state within a state” among Lebanon’s Shiite population, in
which the residents need Hezbollah’s social services and economic assistance while
Hezbollah itself enjoys a decisive influence on the daily lives of the population. At the
same time, the civilian infrastructure supports Hezbollah’s extensive military
infrastructure. It also creates a large pool of recruits for it, Shiite youths who have been
indoctrinated since childhood by the radical Shiite ideology of the Islamic Revolution in Iran,
who are destined to become the next generation of Hezbollah operatives to fight

against Israel.
The methodology

» This document is the first in a series of studies examining the scope and conduct of
Hezbollah’s civilian institutions and the extent of their influence on the local population (for
a list of the ITIC’s publications about Hezbollah’s civilian institutions, see Appendix). As a
case study, the ITIC chose several main cities and the rural areas surrounding them in the
three main Shiite population regions: southern Lebanon, the southern suburb of Beirut
(Dahieh), and the Bekaa Valley.

»In each of these three population centers, the activity of Hezbollah’s civilian
institutions will be examined in comparison with that of Lebanese government
institutions or other Shiite organizations operating in cooperation with Hezbollah
(Amal and Shiite organizations which are not affiliated with Hezbollah). Bint Jbeil, a large

Shiite city located near the border with Israel, was chosen as the first case study.
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Main findings
» Following are the findings of an examination of Hezbollah’s civilian institutions in the
city of Bint Jbeil:
¢ In the 20 years since the IDF withdrew from the security zone, Hezbollah has
established a significant infrastructure of social institutions providing a wide
range of services to the population of Bint Jbeil and the surrounding rural area.
Hezbollah’s two most prominent areas of activity in Bint Jbeil are education and
health, two areas which are dominated by the organization:
«In the education sector, the Hezbollah-owned Al-Mahdi School is worthy
of note. It is the biggest educational institution operating in the city (971
students) and comprises a kindergarten, an elementary school, a middle school,
and a high school. Its level of education appears to be reasonable (in the
sciences it is even high). The studies of some students are fully or partially

subsidized (subsidies are given, inter alia, to the children of shaheeds or jihad

fighters and to students who have memorized all or half of the Quran).

Right: The yard of Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil (Arch Consulting website). Left: Propaganda
activity at the school: the son of Hezbollah shaheed Jamil Hussein Fagih displaying objects
related to his father as part of the Shaheed Day 2020 activity at the Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil
(Facebook page of the Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil, November 11, 2020).

oIn the healthcare sector, one noteworthy institution is Martyr Salah
Ghandour Hospital, which belongs to Hezbollah’s Islamic Health
Organization. The Islamic Health Organization also operates the Musa Abbas
Medical Center, which provides residents with complementary services
(physiotherapy, nutrition, dentistry and pharmacy). These are the two most

prominent medical institutions in Bint Jbeil and its environs. Their medical
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services receive an indirect subsidy (such as discounts on medical treatments
on Shaheed Day, on the anniversary of the IDF’s withdrawal from Lebanon and
on other holidays and anniversaries taken from Shiite Islam or from the
Hezbollah battle legacy). There are also medical institutions of the Lebanese
government and other Shiite organizations in Bint Jbeil, but they cannot

compete with the medical services provided by Hezbollah.

Right: The entrance to Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital in Beit Jabil. Below the Islamic Health
Organization logo, there is a picture of the shaheed Salah Ghandour, who was killed in a car
bomb blast in the Bint Jbeil area (Facebook page of the Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital,
November 27, 2019). Left: Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital in Bint Jbeil (Facebook page of
Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital, October 8, 2019).

*Beyond these two main areas of activity, Hezbollah’s other civilian
institutions also have branches in Bint Jbeil, providing services to the
population in their areas of expertise. Bint Jbeil has a branch of Hezbollah’s
women’s organization; a branch of the Al-Qard al-Hasan Association, which
carries out semi-banking activity; Jihad al-Bina activity; Sports Mobilization
activity and extensive cultural, religious and propaganda activity. In addition,
Hezbollah has influence over the municipal government (in the last election
in 2016, Hezbollah and Amal’s joint Loyalty and Development Party won in Bint
Jbeil).

o Institutions run by other Shiite organizations also operate in the city of
Bint Jbeil. Prominent among these organizations are the institutions of the
Amal movement, institutions run by the son of Sayyid Mohammad Hussein
Fadlallah (a senior Shiite cleric who played an important role in shaping the

radical Shiite movement in Lebanon) and Shiite institutions affiliated with
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Hezbollah and Iran (the Imam Khomeini Relief Committee, and the Ahl al-Bayt
Religious College (Hawza)). On the other hand, the presence and civilian
activity of the Lebanese government in Bint Jbeil is sparser and cannot

counterbalance the intensive activity of Hezbollah and other Shiite entities.

In summary: The extensive civilian infrastructure that Hezbollah has built in Bint Jbeil and
its rural area helps Hezbollah establish itself as the dominant organization in the region.
The civilian services that it provides and the extensive indoctrination activities that it
carries out contribute to local residents’ willingness of to enlist in its ranks. This is
reflected, inter alia, in the relatively large number of residents of the area who enlisted
and fought in the ranks of Hezbollah: Over the years, 53 Hezbollah operatives from the
Bint Jbeil area, including 12 commanders, have been killed. A commemorative site was
built in Bint Jbeil in memory of those operatives, along with a monument commemorating

the shaheed commanders who fell in the ranks of Hezbollah.

The structure of the study

» Part One: The city of Bint Jbeil: Overview.
» Part Two: Hezbollah’s civilian institutions in Bint Jbeil and the extent of their impact
on the local population:

» Overview

» Educational institutions

» Training adolescents and instilling radical Shiite ideology

» Healthcare services

» The women’s organization

» Semi-banking institution (Al-Qard al-Hasan)

» Jihad al-Bina

» The Sports Mobilization

» Municipal activity

» Cultural, religious and propaganda activity

» Welfare services

» Operating a gas station that belongs to Hezbollah’s chain of gas stations

» Appendix: The ITIC’s publications on Hezbollah’s civilian infrastructure (February

2019 - December 2020)
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The city of Bint Jbeil: Overview

Overview

Bint Jbeil, the second largest city in the Nabatieh Province, is located near the border
with Israel. It has several thousand residents, the vast majority (about 90%) are Shiites
and the rest are Christians. The number of residents in Bint Jbeil was estimated in 2015 at
about 45-50 thousand, but only about 10% of them actually live in the city and the rest
have moved to the southern suburb of Beirut or immigrated to other countries (there
are large communities of immigrants from Bint Jbeil in the USA, Australia and West Africa’).
Bint Jbeil provides services to the surrounding countryside, mainly in the areas of
agriculture and commerce. Until the 1970s, the city was famous for its shoemaking
workshops. There were about 60 workshops, but most of them closed when the residents

left the city.

Overview of the city of Bint Jbeil (photo from 2002) (Arabic Wikipedia entry on “Bint Jbeil”)
» After the Second Lebanon War, the city’s economy relied heavily on compensation for war
damage and further assistance by expatriates from the city in the United States, until
the economic crisis of 2008 (Al-Akhbar, December 19, 2008; Lebanese National News
Agency, June 5, 2020). In 2011, the economic situation in the city stabilized and its trade
sector experienced a significant boom (Janoubia, July 28, 2011). Today, the city’s economy
appears to be based on its being a major city in the district, which provides services to
the surrounding villages, for example processing agricultural produce (Bint Jbeil

Municipal Association website; Janoubia, October 30, 2013).

®In the United States, about 20,000 immigrants from Bint Jbeil live in the city of Dearborn, Michigan.
There is another large community in Australia (3,500-4,000 people).
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» The city of Bint Jbeil has a government office building, which houses the Bint Jbeil
Municipal Association. Other Lebanese state institutions in the city are a land registry
office and a public library (Dawlati website; Al-Akhbar newspaper, February 4, 2009; Bint
Jbeil’s local news website, June 19, 2009). The presence of Lebanese state institutions in
the city of Bint Jbeil appears to be minor, compared to the civilian institutions
established by Hezbollah and other Shiite organizations (as detailed below).
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The government office building in the city of Bint Jbeil

(Bint Jbeil Municipal Association website)
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Hezbollah’s establishment in Bint Jbeil

» During the years of existence of the security zone, terrorist attacks against the IDF and
the South Lebanon Army (SLA) were carried out in and around Bint Jbeil. The most
prominent of these, from Hezbollah’s perspective, was the detonation of a car bomb by
Salah Gandour on April 25, 1995, against an IDF convoy at the entrance to Bint Jbeil,
which was widely publicized by Hezbollah. After the IDF withdrew from the security zone,
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah delivered his so-called Spider Web speech in Bint

Jbeil, the speech in which he developed the concept of the weakness of Israeli society*.

“In his speech, Nasrallah said that Israel has nuclear weapons and the most powerful air force in the
region, but is in fact weaker than spider webs, i.e., Israel is a prosperous society with a strong army,
[yetitis] a country that is tired of wars and whose citizens’ resilience is low.
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Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah delivering his so-called Spider Web speech in Bint
Jbeil in May 2000 (Al-Ahed newspaper, September 7, 2018)

» Salah Ghandour, AKA Malak, was born in the village of Malaki in 1968. When he was a
child, his family moved to the United Arab Emirates. In early 1984, the family returned to
Lebanon. From that time on, Ghandour went through a process of deepening his religious
consciousness (visits to the mosque and listening to lectures on religion). In 1985 he enlisted
in Hezbollah (the “Islamic Resistance”) and was given a post in Beirut. In Beirut, he married
and had three children. In 1987, his good friend was killed, and this led him to leave his post
in Beirut for Bint Jbeil, where he took part in many attacks. On April 25, 1995, he blew
himself up with a car bomb containing 50 kg of explosives against two IDF convoys that
were on their way to relieve forces in the security zone, near the Western Brigade
headquarters. One IDF soldier was lightly wounded?® in the attack, but in Hezbollah’s view,
the attack was of major importance nevertheless. According to Hezbollah’s version, this is
partly because it was the organization’s first suicide bombing attack after six years without
suicide attacks. According to Hezbollah, the attack stunned the Israelis, who had thought
that Hezbollah had stopped carrying out suicide bombing attacks because Shiite clerics had
decided not to authorize them (Al-Akhbar, May 25, 2009; Hezbollah website, April 25, 2013

and other Arab and Iranian sources).

> An investigation conducted with IDF and SLA officers who served at the site of the attack revealed
that it was directed at two APCs and a command car that were passing by. As a result, an IDF soldier
was lightly wounded. The car had belonged to a man from the Bint Jbeil area but was sent to Beirut
equipped with explosives and returned to the security zone. Hezbollah’s descriptions attempt to
intensify the significance of the attack, but in practice it did not cause any unusual damage or losses.
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Salah Ghandour saying goodbye to Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah before
setting out for the car bomb attack, April 25, 1995 (Hezbollah website)

» After the IDF withdrew from the security zone (May 2000), Bint Jbeil became one of
Hezbollah’s key power centers in southern Lebanon. During the Second Lebanon War
(2006), Bint Jbeil served as an arena for major battles. After the war, Bint Jbeil was rebuilt,
thanks to a $300 million donation from the Qatari government. One of the entities involved
in rebuilding the city was Jihad al-Bina, a Hezbollah organization engaged in construction
and repairing war damage®.

» Since the Second Lebanon War, security calm has prevailed there. The city has a
commemorative site and a monument to local shaheeds who fell while fighting in the
ranks of Hezbollah. Over the years, 53 residents of the city were killed while in the ranks
of Hezbollah, including 12 commanders (Facebook page in honor of the shaheed,

Commander Jalal Ibrahim Daoud, November 11, 2017).

Right: Entrance to the Garden of the Shaheeds of the city of Bint Jbeil (Facebook)’. Left:
Monument to Hezbollah shaheed commanders from the city of Bint Jbeil (Twitter)

¢ See article by Howayda Al-Harithy, Hypotheses, March 13, 2020: “Re-Constructing the Historic
Neighborhood in Bint Jbeil, Lebanon, after the 2006 War”.

'Similar commemorative sites have been set up by Hezbollah in Dahieh and southern Lebanon. See
the ITIC’s document from October 7, 2019: “Jihadi tourism: visits to battle legacy sites and shahid
tombs as an indoctrination tool for spreading Hezbollah’s ideology”
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»In October 2010, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad made a state visit to
Lebanon. Ahmadinejad began his visit to southern Lebanon in the city of Bint Jbeil, where
he was welcomed at a mass rally organized by Hezbollah and the Amal movement.
Ahmadinejad spoke at the rally, stating that the Zionist conquerors would be annihilated,
while standing in the same place where Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyid Hassan

Nasrallah had delivered his Spider Web speech in in 2000 (Hezbollah website, October 14,

2010).

Al
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Right: President Ahmadinejad greeting the crowd at a rally in Bint Jbeil. Left: The crowd waving
Lebanese, Hezbollah and Iranian flags at a rally in honor of President Ahmadinejad in Bint Jbeil
(Bint Jbeil’s local news website, October 14, 2010)

Hezbollah’s civilian institutions in Bint Jbeil and

the extent of their impact on the local population

Overview

The infrastructure of Hezbollah’s social institutions has a significant presence in and
around the city of Bint Jbeil. They provide a wide range of services to the local population,
above and beyond the services provided by Shiite Islamic entities and organizations and by
Lebanese state institutions operating in the region. In particular, Hezbollah’s presence and
activity are prominent in the areas of medical services (where it is dominant) and
education, with Hezbollah operating a school system whose students outnumber those
of other educational institutions operating in the city. Below, the activity of Hezbollah’s
institutions will be examined according to their various spheres of operation, in comparison
with the activity of state institutions and institutions of other Shiite organizations operating

in Bint Jbeil.
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Educational institutions

Overview

» According to the records of the Lebanese Ministry of Education and the Bint Jbeil
Municipality, there are eight educational institutions in the city: six state institutions and
two others designated as private schools. Hezbollah’s Al-Mahdi School, the most
prominent of the various schools, also comes under the category of private school.
Following is data about the city’s educational institutions (School Guide for the 2017-2018
school year on the website of the Educational Center for Research and Development of the
Lebanese Ministry of Education; the Bint Jbeil Municipality website):

Number of students and teachers

Type Name Kinde | Elem | Middl | High | Tota | Teac | Admin
rgarte | enta e scho l hers | istrati
n ry | school | ol on
scho
ol
State Bint Jbeil State High School - - 216 381 | 597 69 14
Bint Jbeil Second Mixed State School - 123 151 51 325 28 4
Jamil Jaber Bazzi Mixed State Middle School 141 316 123 - 580 37 9
Abdul Latif Saad State School 42 107 25 - 174 23 4
Bint Jbeil Development Service Center 28 - - - - 8 3
Kindergarten
The Shaheed Rani Bazzi Vocational School of
} N } ? ? ? ?
Bint Jbeil®
Private Bint Jbeil Al-Mahdi School 176 511 170 114 971 65 6
Al-Tali’ah al-Wataniah Middle School 140 - 75 - 215 12 1

8 Rani Bazzi was a teacher at the school who was killed fighting in the ranks of Hezbollah in Bint Jbeil
during the Second Lebanon War.
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Hezbollah’s Al-Mahdi School

The Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil, which is owned by Hezbollah’, is the city’s biggest
educational institution. The number of students (971) far exceeds the number of students
at the other state schools. It includes a number of educational institutions, from
kindergartens to a high school. It provides a solution for Hezbollah supporters but also for
residents of Bint Jbeil and the surrounding rural area who want to provide their children
with an adequate education at a relatively low cost. The school was built by Hezbollah-
owned Arch Consulting’, with a budget of $4.5 million. It contains 93 classrooms, an
underground hall with an area of 950 square meters, a parking lot, and a garden (Arch

Consulting website).

Right: The yard of Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil (Arch Consulting website). Left: The son of
Hezbollah operative and shaheed Jamil Hussein Fagih' displaying objects related to his father
as part of Shaheed Day 2020 activity at the Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil (Facebook page of the

Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil, November 11, 2020).

° For more information, see the ITIC’s document from July 7, 2019: “Hezbollah operates networks of
private schools indoctrinating Shiite youth in Lebanon with the ideology of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran and with loyalty to Hezbollah and the path of terrorism”

YArch Consulting is owned and controlled by Hezbollah, and on September 17, 2020, it was
sanctioned by the US Department of the Treasury. For more information, see the ITIC’s document
from October 22, 2020: “United States sanctions two of Hezbollah’s construction companies. Both are
related to Jihad al-Bina, a major association in Hezbollah’s civilian infrastructure”

Jamil Hussein Fagih was a senior Hezbollah operative from the village of At-Tiri, near Bint Jbeil. He
was killed in July 2015 in the besieged Shiite town of Al-Fu'ah, in Syria, which he commanded. His
brother, Ghassan Hussein Faqih, was also killed fighting in the ranks of Hezbollah in Syria.
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Subsidized studies

» Elementary school studies at the Al-Mahdi School are fully subsidized, which is
unusual for private schools in Lebanon. This school was listed in the Lebanese Ministry of
Education’s School Guide for the 2017-2018 school year under the Private-Free category
(website of the Educational Center for Research and Development of the Lebanese Ministry
of Education).
» Kindergarten, middle school and high school students at the Al-Mahdi School are listed in
the Lebanese Ministry of Education’s School Guide under the Private-Paid category. No
official figures were found regarding the level of tuition fees at the Al-Mahdi Schools
network. It appears that in 2018, the annual tuition was $2,800 (Colonel’s Twitter account
@colonel_3atee2, February 23, 2018). It should be noted that the tuition at the Al-Mahdi
Schools is considered to be one of the lowest among private schools and among Islamic
institutions (Hassan Fahs’s Twitter account @hassanfahs3, December 16, 2018; Ali Rizak’s
Twitter account @alirzk10, June 15, 2020).
» In addition, the Al-Mahdi School network offers tuition discounts to students from
various population groups that Hezbollah is interested in helping:
+ Children of shaheeds and children of jihad fighters: they receive a discount of
between 70% and 100% (Abu al-Fadl's Twitter account @MUFRdeeYKKhHXxtu,
November 24, 2020; Kamal Hareb’s Twitter Account @HarebKamal, December 12,
2020).
+ Outstanding students: they receive discounts and scholarships of between 10%
and 80% (enrollment leaflet for the 2016-2017 school year on the Al-Mahdi Schools
website).
+ Students who memorize the entire Quran: they receive an 80% discount;
students who memorize half of the Quran: they receive a 40% discount (enrollment
leaflet for the 2016-2017 school year on the Al-Mahdi Schools website).
+ Registration of three or more siblings from the same family: a discount of
between 15% and 100% (enrollment leaflet for the 2016-2017 school year on the Al-
Mahdi Schools website).
» In addition to the relatively low tuition and discounts and scholarships, the Al-Mahdi
Schools network offers subsidies on services provided to students such as

transportation, medical examinations and textbooks (enrollment leaflet for the 2016-
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2017 school year on the Al-Mahdi Schools website; Twitter account of the Al-Mahdi Schools,
September 24, 2020).

Level of education

» In objective metrics such as the number of students per class and the number of students
per educational staff member, the comparison between the Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil
and the city’s other educational institutions places it relatively low. The school ranks sixth
out of seven in the number of students per class (22.5) and fifth out of seven in the number
of students per educational staff member (14.9) (School Guide for the 2017-2018 school year
on the website of the Educational Center for Research and Development of the Lebanese
Ministry of Education; the Bint Jbeil Municipality website):
» However, the overall level of education at Hezbollah’s Al-Mahdi School network is
considered relatively high in Lebanon (Muhammad Rida Haik’s Twitter account
@Mohammadridahal and Haidar’s Twitter account @Jocker3131, September 5, 2020).
Students from the network regularly receive the highest grades in Lebanon in the
matriculation exams and various awards for their academic achievements. This is
probably a result of encouraging outstanding students to study the sciences. Following
are several examples relevant to the school in Bint Jbeil:
+In 2004, seven students from the Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil won the first
places and gold, silver and bronze medals in various fields in the Science
Competition of the National Authority for Science and Research (a non-profit
Lebanese NGO aimed at strengthening the value of technological innovation among
young people). A total of 54 students from other branches of the Al-Mahdi Schools
network also won prizes in the competition (Authority website, undated).
+In 2011, the Al-Mahdi School in Bint Jbeil won first prize in chemistry in the
science competition of the National Authority for Science and Research (Al-Ahed
newspaper, June 21, 2011).
+ In the 2014-2015 school year, 10 students from Al-Mahdi Schools achieved the
highest grades in the matriculation exams throughout Lebanon, each in his own
field (Al-Mahdi Schools website, October 13, 2015).
+ In March 2016, the Al-Mahdi Schools won the Lebanon Robotics Championship

(Al-Manar Channel, March 14, 2016). In November 2019, a team from the Shahed Al-
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Mahdi High School came in second among Arab countries and 14th in the world at the
Robotics Olympics in Hungary (Shafagna Lubnan website, November 12, 2019).

+In 2019, the Al-Mahdi Schools won five awards (four silver and one bronze) in
the science competition held annually at the Faculty of Science at the Lebanese
University (Al-Mahdi Schools Twitter account, September 21, 2020). In 2020, the Al-
Mahdi High School in Baalbek won gold and silver medals in the same competition

(News Online website, September 2, 2020).

Educational institutions of other Shiite Islamic organizations and entities

» In addition to the Al-Mahdi School, which appears in the records of the Ministry of

Education and the municipality, two other Shiite educational institutions were identified

in Bint Jbeil:

+ The main center of the Al-Imdad Association, which is a branch of the Imam
Khomeini Relief Committee'. The Center caters to students with special needs in
and around the city of Bint Jbeil and also provides a monthly pension and food
assistance to 180 families in the region. The Center also has a department that
provides poor families with employment opportunities in the fields of trade and
agriculture, a department that cares for orphans and a health department that
subsidizes medical treatments. The opening ceremony of the center was attended
by Dr. Hassan Fadlallah, Member of Parliament for the Loyalty to the Resistance
faction (the Hezbollah faction in parliament). A review of the Center’s activity in 2016-
2020 indicates that most of the activity appears to focus on running the school for

students with special needs (Al-Imdad Association website).

2 The Imam Khomeini Relief Committee is an Iranian aid organization. Its first branch in Lebanon
was opened in Beirut in 1983, on the order of Imam Khomeini. It later expanded its activity and
opened branches in the south and in Begaa. The association provides assistance to vulnerable
populations through the provision of monthly allowances, food distribution, financing medical
treatments, etc. (Shimon Shapira, Hezbollah between Iran and Lebanon, Tel Aviv University and
Hakibbutz Hameuhad, fourth edition (2006), (Heb.) p. 146).
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Right: Logo of the Al-Imdad Association (Facebook page of the Al-Imdad Association in Lebanon,
July 25, 2020). Left: The Al-Imdad Association’s Center in Bint Jbeil (The Al-Imdad Association’s

official website).
+The Al-Ishraq School of the Al-Mabarrat Association, which belongs to the
Sayyid Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah Institutions®. The school was established in
2001 and includes a kindergarten, elementary school and middle school. Its curricula
are the official curricula of the Lebanese Ministry of Education in Arabic, English
and French, but the emphasis is on Shiite Islamic education. The school has a
Quran reading room and a prayer house. In addition, the school has a restaurant and
cafeteria, a science lab, a computer lab, an art workshop, sports fields and a drama
and movement workshop. The school runs a program for children of expatriates and
an assistance program for students with scholastic difficulties (Al-Mabarrat
Association website). The students at the school take part in the activity of the Al-
Mabarrat Association’s youth movement, the Al-Mabarrat Scouting Association (Al-

Mabarrat Association website).

13Sayyid Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah was a senior Shiite cleric who studied in Najaf, Iraq,
returned to Lebanon and played an important role in shaping the radical Shiite movement in
Lebanon. He established a network of educational, charitable and healthcare institutions which
operated among the Shiite population. This network is currently managed by his son and has a
presence in Bint Jbeil.
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Right: Logo of the Al-Mabarrat Association (Facebook page of the Al-Mabarrat Association,
December 4, 2019). Left: The Al-Ishraq School of the Al-Mabarrat Association in Bint Jbeil (The
Al-Mabarrat Association’s official website).

» Several institutes and extensions of the universities in Beirut also operate the city of
Bint Jbeil (Bint Jbeil municipality website):
+ Al-Afak Institute of Computing and Technology (about 400 students)*.
+ CIS College Institute (about 200 students).
+ An extension of the American University of Culture and Education (AUCE) (about
200 students).
+An extension of the Faculty of Science of the Lebanese University (about 100
students)®.

Training adolescents and instilling radical Shiite ideology

» Hezbollah operates the Education Mobilization in Bint Jbeil, an entity engaged in the
indoctrination of Shiite students in Lebanon’s state and private educational systems in
preparation for their joining Hezbollah'. The Education Mobilization is active at the
various schools in Bint Jbeil, mainly the state high school (Education Mobilization
website; Facebook page of the Education Committee at the Bint Jbeil State High School on

behalf of the Education Mobilization).

¥ In August 2020, the Al-Afak Institute announced a collaboration with the Al-Mabarrat
Charitable Association, which belongs to the Sayyid Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah Institutions
(Wadi Press website, August 17, 2020).

Hezbollah conducts intensive activity among the students at the Lebanese University. A
significant number of Hezbollah operatives killed in the fighting in Syria had attended the Al-Afak
Institute (6), AUCE (5) and the Lebanese University (15).

¥For more information, see the ITIC’'s document from July 29, 2019, “Hezbollah’s “Education
Mobilization:” An institution engaged in the indoctrination of Shiite students in Lebanon’s state and
private educational systems, in preparation for their joining Hezbollah upon graduation”.
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» Hezbollah operates two troops of the Imam al-Mahdi Scouts movement in the city of
Bint Jbeil, whose purpose is to train radical Shiite Islamic youth for Hezbollah, according to
the Iranian concept of the Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist’. The boys troop is named
after Imam Ali, a cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet Muhammad, and the girls troop is
named after Sayyida Fatima, daughter of the Prophet Muhammad (Facebook page of Fawj
Imam Ali of blessed memory - Bint Jbeil; Facebook page of Fawj Sayyida Fatima Al-Zahra of
blessed memory - Bint Jbeil). Amal’s youth movement, the Al-Resalah Al-Islamiya Scouts
Association, also has a troop in Bint Jbeil called the Bint Jbeil Shaheeds Troop (the official

website of the Al-Resalah Al-Islamiya Scouts Association).
Healthcare services

» The Ministry of Health website lists four medical centers in the city of Bint Jbeil (list of

medical centers in Lebanon, Lebanese Ministry of Health website, 2017). The two most

prominent medical centers belong to Hezbollah’s Islamic Health Organization®®:
+ Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital, which belongs to Hezbollah’s Islamic Health
Organization. The hospital has about 40 beds and operates an emergency room,
outpatient clinics, a surgical department, an intensive care unit, an internal medicine
department, an obstetrics and gynecology department, a lab and an imaging
department (Islamic Health Organization website). The shaheed Salah Ghandour,
(Malak), for whom the hospital is named, carried out a suicide bombing attack with a
car bomb against an IDF convoy at the entrance to Bint Jbeil on April 25, 1995.
During the Second Lebanon War, the hospital received hundreds of wounded, gave
them initial treatment and then transferred them to other hospitals, because the
battles were taking place near the hospital and its surroundings were bombed. Some
of the wounded and disabled were transferred to the government hospital in Tebnine
by the hospital’s nursing staff, on foot and under fire (Islamic Health Organization

website, January 23, 2015).

" For more information, see the ITIC’s Information Bulletin from July 7, 2019, “The Imam Al-Mahdi
Scouts Association: Hezbollah’s youth movement which indoctrinates youth with Iranian radical
Shiite Islam and serves as a source of youngsters who join Hezbollah”

18 For more information, see the ITIC’s Information Bulletin from August 15, 2019: “The Islamic Health
Organization: Hezbollah institution providing health services to Hezbollah operatives and the Shiite
population in general as a means for gaining influence and creating a Shiite mini-state within
Lebanon”
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Right: The entrance to Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital in Bint Jbeil. Below the Islamic Health
Organization logo there is a picture of the shaheed Salah Ghandour, who was killed in a car
bomb blast in Bint Jbeil (Facebook page of the Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital, November 27,
2019). Left: Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital in Bint Jbeil (Facebook page of Martyr Salah
Ghandour Hospital, October 8, 2019).

+ Musa Abbas Medical Center, which belongs to the Islamic Health Organization. It
provides physiotherapy, nutrition and dentistry services. It also operates a pharmacy
(Islamic Health Organization website). The inauguration of the Center in August 2015
was attended by Hezbollah Minister Haj Muhammad Fneish (Ya Sour website, August
9, 2015). In addition, three other pharmacies were located in the city: the Bint Jbeil
pharmacy, the Wasim pharmacy and the Ibn Sina pharmacy (Google Maps). No

connection was found between these pharmacies and Hezbollah.
Subsidization of medical services

» It can be assumed that the medical services of Hezbollah’s Islamic Health Organization are
subsidized in various ways, but the ITIC does not have data on the extent of the subsidies.
One of the methods for subsidizing the Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital, like other
institutions of the Islamic Health Organization, is giving discounts on commemorative
dates taken from Shiite Islam or from the Hezbollah battle legacy (known as “health
days”). On these days, healthcare activity combined with propaganda activity take place.
» Below are some relevant examples from the Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital in Bint Jbeil:

+ On November 11, 2017, the hospital gave a 50% discount on all lab tests and a 50%

discount on all imaging tests, on the occasion of Shaheed Day (Bint Jbeil local news

website, November 8, 2017).

+ On November 10, 2018, the hospital gave a 50% discount on all lab tests and a 50%

discount on all imaging tests, on the occasion of Shaheed Day (local news page of

the village of Debel, November 6, 2018).
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+0On November 25, 2018, the hospital provided free services at its specialist clinics
(orthopedics, ENT, gastroenterology, gynecology, dermatology, pediatrics,
ophthalmology, neurology, cardiovascular and pulmonary), in honor of the birthday
of the Prophet Muhammad. About 400 people took advantage of the discounts and
visited the clinics on that day (local news website of the town of Baraachit, November
22, 2018; Ya Sour website, November 25, 2018).

+On April 24, 2019, the hospital gave a 50% discount on all lab tests and a 50%
discount on all imaging tests, in addition to free service for all insured women who
gave birth, in honor of the anniversary of the birth of Imam Al-Mahdi and the
anniversary of the suicide bombing attack carried out by Hezbollah operative
Salah Gandour in the Bint Jbeil area (Bint Jbeil local news website, April 21, 2019).

+ On November 11, 2019, the hospital gave a 50% discount on all lab tests and a 50%
discount on all imaging tests, on the occasion of Shaheed Day and Islamic Unity

Week (Facebook page of the Martyr Salah Ghandour Hospital, November 7, 2019).
Medical institutions of other entities

» Hezbollah’s two medical institutions are the most prominent medical institutions in Bint

Jbeil and its environs. There are also medical institutions of the Lebanese government in

Bint Jbeil, but they cannot compete with those of Hezbollah in the scope and level of the

medical services that they provide.

» The following are other medical institutions located in Bint Jbeil:
+ Bint Jbeil Government Hospital: The hospital was destroyed in the Second
Lebanon War. It was rebuilt with funding from the Qatari government and is now a
200-bed hospital. In July 2010, the outpatient clinics were opened and subsequently
the hospital’s inpatient departments were opened (Al-Akhbar newspaper, July 23,
2010). In 2018, the hospital ran into budgetary difficulties and appeared to have
difficulty functioning as an active medical center (Al-Nashra News Agency, March
29-30, 2018). In March 2019, Health Minister Jamil Jabak (Hezbollah) visited the
hospital (Al-Nashra News Agency, March 3, 2019). Later that year, the hospital received
donations from private individuals and from UNIFIL, intended to enable its
continued operation (Al-Nashra News Agency, July 12 and December 20, 2019). As of

March 2020, the hospital has apparently served mainly as a quarantine and
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treatment center for COVID-19 patients (Al-Nashra News Agency, March 29 and
October 26, 2020).

Bint Jbeil Government Hospital (Bint Jbeil municipality website)

+ The Development Services Center of the Lebanese Ministry of Welfare. This is a
center engaged mainly in welfare activity (increasing awareness of violence against
women, vocational training for people with reduced mobility, etc.). At the medical
level, the institution provides first aid services and vaccinations for children. During
2020, there were at least two instances of cooperation between this center and
Hezbollah’s Islamic Health Organization: a vaccination campaign for children in the
village of At-Tiri and the disinfection of the center by the Islamic Health Organization
(Facebook page of the Development Services Center in Bint Jbeil, May-November
2020).

+ The Red Cross Clinic. Its activity is limited in scope and it focuses on testing and
outreach activity (Lebanese Red Cross website).

+The Mabarrat al-Khayr Charity Association, which belongs to the Sayyid
Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah institutions, operates a dental clinic and pediatric

services in the city.
The Women’s Organization

» The Women’s Organizations unit is the main entity in Hezbollah that deals with the
women’s sector. Its goal is to instill Shiite Islam and the Iranian worldview among women,
so that they in turn will intensify support for Hezbollah and its hegemony in Shiite society®.
There is extensive activity by women’s organizations in the city of Bint Jbeil, for example:
holding Ashura ceremonies (Bint Jbeil’s local news website, November 2, 2014; Al-Manar
Channel, October 7, 2016; Beit al-Shams website, September 7, 2019); Vocational training

(Lebanon Files website, August 15, 2013; Bint Jbeil municipality’s Facebook page, July 6,

9 For more information, see the ITIC’s document from August 29, 2020: “Hezbollah’s Women'’s
Organizations Unit.”
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2019); propaganda activity such as a seminar to mark the anniversary of the IDF’s

withdrawal from Lebanon (Saida Net website, May 30, 2011).
Quasi-banking institution (the Al-Qard al-Hasan Association)

» Hezbollah’s Al-Qard al-Hasan Association specializes in quasi-banking activity,
consisting primarily of providing loans and operating charitable community funds in
accordance with Islamic religious law (which forbids charging interest)®. In recent
months, following increased US pressure on the Lebanese financial system, the Association
has expanded its quasi-banking services, with the goal of becoming a Lebanese bank
for all intents and purposes?. The Association has a branch in the city of Bint Jbeil

(Facebook page of the Al-Qard al-Hasan Association, March 10, 2020).

Bintjeil org I

Bint Jbeil branch of the Al-Qard al-Hasan Association
(Bint Jbeil’s local news website, December 27, 2012)

Jihad al-Bina

» Hezbollah’s Jihad al-Bina Association is a branch of the lIranian Jihad al-Bina
Organization, which deals with rehabilitation of war damage and reconstruction of
buildings in the wake of both current military events and in large-scale clashes. During
routine periods, the association carries out diverse activity among members of the Shiite
community in the areas of agriculture, industry, education, healthcare and welfare®. The

Association is relatively inactive in the city of Bint Jbeil, but carries out extensive

2 For more information, see the ITIC’s Information Bulletin from June 3, 2019: “Hezbollah’s
socioeconomic foundations: Al-Qard al-Hasan, a quasi-bank that provides interest-free loans, mainly
to members of the Shiite community”

2 For more information, see the ITIC’s document from November 19, 2020: “Hezbollah expands its
banking services due to US pressure on the Lebanese banking system”

2 For more information, see the ITIC’s document from June 23, 2019, “Jihad al-Bina Association in
Lebanon: A Hezbollah social foundation engaged in construction and social projects among the
Shiite community, being a major component in Hezbollah’s civilian infrastructure”
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activity in the villages surrounding the city (Google search results - Jihad al-Bina and the

city of Bint Jbeil).
The Sports Mobilization

» Hezbollah’s Sports Mobilization is an entity that establishes sports teams and initiates
sports events on behalf of Hezbollah in Shiite population centers. This is because Hezbollah
perceives sports as a means of inculcating its values in the youth and attracting it to its
ranks, based on the connection between sports and the jihadi-military sphere®. The Sports
Mobilization carries out extensive activity in the city of Bint Jbeil, for example: volleyball
championship to mark the anniversary of the birth of Imam Ali (Bint Jbeil municipality’s
Facebook page, March 4, 2020); construction of a sports field complex (An-Nahar
newspaper, August 24, 2014); karate demonstration to mark Hezbollah’s Shaheed Day

(Sour Press website, November 12, 2018).

Right: MP and Chairman of the Loyalty to the Resistance faction (Hezbollah) Muhammad Raad
inaugurating the sports field complex. According to the sign, the inauguration ceremony was
held under the auspices of Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah (An-Nahar
newspaper, August 24, 2014). Left: The shaheed Mohammad Imad al-Zain** in the uniform of Bint
Jbeil’s sports club (a soccer team where he had been a goalkeeper) and in the Hezbollah uniform
(Facebook).

Municipal activity

» Hezbollah conducts extensive local government activity in cities and towns located in

areas with a Shiite population. Hezbollah has a permanent representation in these

% For more information, see the ITIC’s document from July 29, 2019, “Sports in the service of
terrorism:  Hezbollah’s Sports Mobilization conducts extensive sports activity, using it for
indoctrinating and preparing youth to join the ranks of Hezbollah”

“Muhammad Imad al-Zain was a Hezbollah operative from the city of Bint Jbeil. He was killed in the
fighting along the Syrian-Lebanese border in August 2017 (database for the study of shaheeds in Syria,
January 2019).
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institutions, as a means for gaining influence on the ground and funding for its civilian
activity®. In the last municipal elections, in 2016, Hezbollah and Amal’s joint Loyalty and
Development Party won in Bint Jbeil and all of its members joined the city council
(Lebanon Files website, May 15, 2016). The mayor is an engineer named Afif Bazzi, but his
organizational affiliation is unclear. Whatever his organizational affiliation, he is obligated to
take Hezbollah and its influence into consideration. At one time (2011) he reportedly agreed
to be interviewed only after obtaining Hezbollah’s approval (Janoubia, June 28, 2015;

Bint Jbeil’s local news website, November 23, 2020).

—

Bint Jbeil Mayor Afif Bazzi (Bint Jbeil’s local news website, December 1, 2014)
Cultural, religious and propaganda activity

» The municipality of Bint Jbeil is a client of Arch Consulting, a company affiliated with
Hezbollah’s Jihad al-Bina. The municipality commissioned the construction of the Ahl al-
Bayt [i.e., members of the Prophet Muhammad’s family] Cultural Center from the company.
The center comprises a hall, a mosque and a cultural institute, and was built with a budget
of $2.5 million (Arch Consulting website). In December 2014, it was expected that Ahl al-
Bayt Religious College (Hawza) would move to the complex (Bani Hawza Agency, December
20, 2014). This college is affiliated with Hezbollah and with Iran. It holds ceremonies on
events related to Hezbollah and inculcates the ideology of Iran and Hezbollah (Facebook

page of the Ahl al-Bayt College).

BFor more information, see the ITIC’'s document from October 7, 2019, “Resistance society:
Hezbollah’s municipal activity”
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Right: Hezbollah flags flying on the balcony of the library at the Ahl al-Bayt College, in a
ceremony of identification with Shiites persecuted by the Saudi regime (Facebook page of the
Ahl al-Bayt College in Bint Jbeil, January 10, 2016). Left: Photos of Iranian leaders Khamenei and
Khomeini hanging at the college. The photo was taken at a ceremony marking the anniversary
of the birth of Imam Ali (Facebook page of the Ahl al-Bayt College in Bint Jbeil, April 26, 2017).

Examples of the inculcation of Hezbollah’s messages and values. Right: Illustration of Imam Ali
uprooting the gate of the fortress in the Jewish city of Khaybar in the Arabian Peninsula
(Facebook page of the Ahl al-Bayt College in Bint Jbeil, April 8,2017). Left: Poster marking the
IDF’s withdrawal from Lebanon in 2017, under the inscription: “And it was a promise fulfilled”>
(Facebook page of the Ahl al-Bayt College in Bint Jbeil, May 25, 2017).

» In addition to the activity of the Ahl al-Bayt College, activity of two cultural institutions
belonging to Hezbollah’s Al-Maaref Islamic Cultural Association has been identified*"
+ The Al-Nur Literacy Association: There is a collaboration between the association
and the municipality of Bint Jbeil, in which the association held a literacy course for

adult women in the city in 2009 (Al-Nur Association website).

% The Quran, Surah Al-Israa, 17:5. The context is originally the exile of the children of Israel from the
Land of Israel (commentary on the Quran on the Binat website by Sayyid Muhammad Hussein
Fadlallah).

“For more information, see the ITIC’s document from August 25, 2019, “Art and culture used by
Hezbollah as instruments of indoctrination.”
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+ Imam Khomeini Cultural Centers. This is an association that deals with the use and
dissemination of the Imam Khomeini’s path®. The Association opened a center in Bint
Jbeil in August 2019 (Imam Khomeini Cultural Centers website).
» The Amal movement, which is active in Bint Jbeil, also carries out propaganda activity,
which in some cases is similar to that of Hezbollah. For example, Amal celebrates the
anniversary of the day the IDF left the security zone (the Holiday of Resistance and

Liberation). This is an official holiday in Lebanon but is clearly associated with Hezbollah.

Ceremony held by the Amal movement in Bint Jbeil to mark the Holiday of Resistance and
Liberation in 2015. Uniformed armed operatives of the Amal movement are visible in the photo
on the left (Ya Sour website, May 24, 2015)

Operation of a gas station by Hezbollah’s network of gas stations

» There are five gas stations in Bint Jbeil (Google Maps). One of the stations belongs to
Hezbollah’s Al-Amana chain of gas stations and another belongs to institutions run by the
son of Sayyid Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah:
+ The Al-Amana gas station (Al-Amana gas station website). The Al-Amana gas station
chain is owned by Atlas Holding, which belongs to the Hezbollah Martyrs
Foundation®.
+ The Al-Aitam gas station (Al-Aitam gas station website). Al-Aitam General Trading
and Fuel Company is owned by Shiite institutions run by the son of Sayyid

Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah. Both of these networks participated in breaking the

% An association that deals with the preservation and dissemination of the Imam Khomeini’s path by
establishing centers for seminars and discourse meetings, establishing public libraries and publishing
essays by senior clerics and thinkers (Al-Maaref Association website).

For more information, see the ITIC’'s document from April 11, 2020, “Hezbollah’s Martyrs Foundation:
purpose, mode of operation and funding methods” and the ITIC’'s document from May 18, 2020,
“Funding terrorism: US sanctions imposed on an extensive network of Hezbollah companies
supporting its military-terrorist activity.”
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gas station strike declared in Lebanon in November 2019, as a show of strength by

Hezbollah following the wave of protests in Lebanon®.

Right: The Al-Amana gas station in Bint Jbeil (Bint Jbeil’s local news website, December 29,
2019). Left: The Al-Aitam gas station in Bint Jbeil (Ya Sour website, July 28, 2020).

Welfare

» Two welfare institutions affiliated with Shiite institutions operate in the city of Bint
Jbeil:
+The Al-Imdad Association, which is a branch of the Imam Khomeini Relief
Committee (as detailed above).
+ The Mabarrat al-Khayr Charity Association, which belongs to the Al-Mabarrat
Association of the Sayyid Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah institutions. The association’s
building includes a prayer house, an activity hall, a dental clinic, and a restaurant for
250 people. The association has been active in the city at least since 2009 and, in
addition to a religious indoctrination program, runs various programs aimed at
assisting the population:
 Healthcare guidance
e Healthcare services. A pediatrician is regularly on duty there, and the
association has a contractual arrangement with a dentist.
« A healthy eating program
» An environmental protection program
e Services for orphans, including full subsidization of four meals a day and

clothing

% For more information, see the ITIC’s document from December 11, 2019, “Hezbollah’s Position on
the Wave of Protests in Lebanon,” the section entitled “Keeping the gas stations open: A test case for
preventing the crisis from leaking into areas under Hezbollah control.”
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Appendix

The ITIC's publications on Hezbollah’s civilian infrastructure
(February 2019-December 2020)
» The ITIC is engaged in a research project whose aim is to map and analyze Hezbollah’s
civilian infrastructure. So far, the following publications have been issued as part of this
project:
+ Hezbollah launched a campaign to raise money for military purposes using the
Islamic Resistance Support Association (February 2019)
¢ Funding Terrorism: The method for transferring donations to Hezbollah through
the Islamic Resistance Support Association (March 2019)
+ Hezbollah’s Martyrs Foundation: purpose, mode of operation and funding
methods (April 2019)
+ Hezbollah’s Foundation for the Wounded: purpose, modus operandi and funding
methods (May 2019)
# Hezbollah’s socioeconomic foundations: Al-Qard al-Hasan, a quasi-bank that
provides interest-free loans, mainly to members of the Shiite community (June 2019)
+ Jihad al-Bina Association in Lebanon: A Hezbollah social foundation engaged in
construction and social projects among the Shiite community, being a major
component in Hezbollah’s civilian infrastructure (June 2019)
+ The Imam al-Mahdi Scouts Association: Hezbollah’s youth movement which
indoctrinates youth with Iranian radical Shiite Islam and serves as a source of
youngsters who join Hezbollah (July 2019)
¢ Hezbollah operates networks of private schools indoctrinating the Shiite
community in Lebanon with the ideology of the Islamic Revolution in Iran and with
loyalty to Hezbollah and the path of terrorism (July 2019)
+ Hezbollah’s Iranian identity: Ceremony of Hezbollah operatives in southern
Lebanon with conspicuous personality cult of Iranian Leader Ali Khamenei
(July 2019)
+ Hezbollah’s Education Mobilization: An institution engaged in the indoctrination
of Shiite students in Lebanon’s state and private educational systems, in preparation

for their joining Hezbollah upon graduation (July 2019)
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Sports in the service of terrorism: Hezbollah’s Sports Mobilization conducts
extensive sports activity, using it for indoctrinating and preparing youth to join the
ranks of Hezbollah (July 2019)

The Islamic Health Organization: Hezbollah institution providing health services to
Hezbollah operatives and the Shiite population in general as a means for gaining
influence and creating a Shiite mini-state within Lebanon (August 2019)

Art and culture used by Hezbollah as instruments of indoctrination (August 2019)

Hezbollah’s Women’s Organizations Unit (August 2019)

Hezbollah’s media empire (October 2019)

Resistance society: Hezbollah’s municipal activity (October 2019)

Jihadi tourism: visits to battle legacy sites and shahid tombs as an
indoctrination tool for spreading Hezbollah’s ideology (October 2019)

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, in an interview with an Iranian magazine
affiliated with Supreme Leader Khamenei, emphasizes the importance of its
civilian institutions (October 2019)

Twitter suspended accounts affiliated with Hezbollah, especially Al-Manar.
However, an Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center examination revealed
that Hezbollah continues to maintain significant presence on Twitter, even after
the suspension (November, 2019)

Hezbollah’s Twitter Presence (Update) (November 2019)

Hezbollah’s Twitter Presence (Update 2) (November 2019)

Soccer in the use of terrorism: Hezbollah’s Al-Ahed soccer team is used as a
means by Hezbollah to increase its popularity and acquire legitimacy (December
2019)

Green Without Borders: a Lebanese environmental organization that
collaborates with Hezbollah and supports its activity near the Israeli border
(February 2020)

The Martyrs Foundation - Palestinian Branch: a Hezbollah foundation operating
in Lebanon, used as a channel for transferring Iranian financial support to

families of Palestinian shaheeds (March 2020)
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The Association for the Revival of Resistance Legacy: A Hezbollah foundation
intended to inculcate jihad and the shaheed culture within Shiite society in
Lebanon (March 2020)

Funding terrorism: US sanctions imposed on an extensive network of Hezbollah
companies supporting its military-terrorist activity (May 2020)

United States sanctions two of Hezbollah’s construction companies. Both are
related to Jihad al-Bina, a major association in Hezbollah’s civilian infrastructure
(October 2020)

Hezbollah expands its banking services due to US pressure on the Lebanese

banking system (November 2020)

302-20



