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Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

(July 10 - 16, 2019)

Overview

»On Friday, July 12, 2019, return march events were held in the Gaza Strip with about 6,500

participants (slightly more than on July 5). The level of violence was higher than in previous
weeks: Palestinians threw hand grenades, IEDs, and Molotov cocktails, one of which
damaged an IDF vehicle. There were attempts to sabotage the security fence and cross into
Israeli territory.

»In recent weeks there has been a significant decrease in the number of incendiary and IED
balloons launched into Israel, but the launchings continue. (This past week a number of
fires were caused by incendiary balloons.) The incendiary and IED balloon-launching units
continue threatening to expand their activities.

»Two other events were notable this past week: on July 11, 2019, the IDF accidentally shot
and killed a Hamas military wing operative (from the "defenders of the frontier" restraint
force) near the security fence. Hamas announced it would respond. On July 12, 2019, two
rockets landed in Israeli territory, possibly motivated by the killing of the Hamas operative.
»This past week an Egyptian General Intelligence delegation visited the Gaza Strip and held a
series of talks with senior Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) figures, and with
representatives of other terrorist organizations. According to reports, the Hamas leadership
accused Israel of delaying the implementation of the lull understandings. Sources in the PIJ
again threatened an escalation.

»This past week registration began for the summer camps organized by Hamas' military wing.
The camps provide paramilitary training and ideological indoctrination to prepare the youths

for future integration into Hamas' military and political networks in the Gaza Strip.!

Click for the video
encouraging summer camp registration

! For further information, see the July 14, 2019 bulletin "Summer Camps in the Gaza Strip: A tool for
indoctrinating the younger generation with radical ideologies and training them to become future
operatives in the terrorist organizations, especially Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad."
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Israel's South

The return march of July 12

»On Friday, July 12, 2019, the 66™ return march was held in the Gaza Strip. Its theme was "No
to negotiations, no to reconciliation, no to recognition of the [Israeli] entity." About 6,500
Palestinians gathered at the five usual return camps. The level of violence was relatively
higher than in previous weeks: Palestinians threw hand grenades and IEDs, and attempts
were made to sabotage the security fence. IDF soldiers identified a number of Palestinians
who crossed the security fence in the southern Gaza Strip and returned immediately. A
Molotov cocktail was thrown at an IDF vehicle. No casualties were reported, but the vehicle
was damaged (IDF spokesman, July 12, 2019). Ashraf al-Qidra, spokesman for the ministry of
health in the Gaza Strip, reported that 55 Palestinians had been injured during the events
(Ashraf al-Qidra's Facebook page, July 12, 2019).

Right: Hamas' security force secures the main roads leading to the return march (Facebook page
of the ministry of the interior in the Gaza Strip, July 12, 2019). Left: Women and children walk to
the return march. The child second from the right in the front row is wearing a camouflage
uniform and carrying a plastic rifle (Supreme National Authority of the Great Return March
Facebook page, July 12, 2019).

Return march demonstrators
(Supreme National Authority Facebook page, July 12, 2019).
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Demonstrators at the return march east of Khan Yunis
(Supreme National Authority Facebook page, July 12, 2019).

»Fathi Hamad, a member of Hamas' political bureau, made particularly belligerent
statements; other senior Hamas figures also made speeches. He called on the young people
in the Gaza Strip to go to the fence wearing explosive belts to carry out suicide bombing
attacks, causing a wave of criticism from the Hamas leadership and the Palestinian public
(see below).

»The Supreme National Authority called on the public to participate in the events of the
return march of Friday, July 19, 2019, whose theme will be "Burning the [lIsraeli] flag," in
response to the flag's being flown in a number of Arab capitals (Supreme National Authority

Facebook page, July 12, 2019).
Arson terrorism

»In recent weeks there has been a significant decrease in the number of incendiary and IED
balloons launched into Israel from the Gaza Strip, but the launchings have not stopped. A
number of incendiary balloons were located in Israeli territory this past week, and in some
instances they caused fires:
+0n July 14, 2019, two fires broke out in a forest to the west of the southern Israeli city
of Netivot and two in the region north of Netivot. They were put out by the Israel Fire

and Rescue Services (Channel 20, July 14, 2019).
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Right: Forest fire caused by incendiary balloons (Right: JNF forester Moshe Baruchi, July 14,
2019). Left: Fire in an Israeli community north of the southern Israeli city of Netivot caused by
incendiary balloons (Western Negev Security unit, July 14, 2019).

+0n July 11, 2019, three fires were located, caused by incendiary balloons. During the
evening an IED balloon exploded in the air in the western Negev. It had been launched
from the Gaza Strip. No casualties or damage were reported (Channel 20, July 11, 2019).
+0n July 9, 2019, a fire broke out in the Kissufim forest in the western Negev, caused by
an incendiary balloon from the Gaza Strip. An incendiary balloon was also identified in
Zikim in the western Negev (Facebook page of the Baraq balloon-launching unit, July
12,2019).

[Bullet] The balloon-launching units continue threatening to expand their
activities. On July 12, 2019, the PIJ's balloon unit issued a video documenting fires
caused by incendiary balloons. It threatened Israel, stating that "You, Zionists, our
message for you is that you have no security on our lands. The range [of our balloons]

will increase" (Facebook page of the Baraq balloon-launching unit, July 12, 2019).
Understandings for a lull

»On July 12, 2019, after repeated postponements, an Egyptian General Intelligence
delegation arrived in the Gaza Strip. It was headed by Ayman Badi', senior Egyptian General
Intelligence official; and Ahmed Abu al-Khalq, responsible for the Palestinian portfolio.
Before their arrival in the Gaza Strip they held a series of talks in the PA with Mahmoud Abbas
and other senior Fatah figures (Wafa, al-Araby al-Jadeed, July 11, 2019). On July 13, 2019, the
delegation left the Gaza Strip and returned to Ramallah to arrange for a further series of
meetings with Mahmoud Abbas and other senior figures. During the meeting the head of the
Egyptian delegation briefed Mahmoud Abbas on developments concerning the

establishment of the understandings for a lull by Israel (Wafa, Dunia al-Watan, July 13, 2019).
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Right: The Egypt delegation meets with the Hamas leadership, headed by Isma'il Haniyeh
(Hamas website, July 12, 2019). Left: The Egyptian delegation meets with Mahmoud Abbas in
Ramallah (Wafa Twitter account, July 13, 2019).

»The Egyptian delegation talks in the Gaza Strip focused on the internal Palestinian
reconciliation and the lull understandings. While in the Gaza Strip the delegation met with
Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau; Yahya al-Sinwar, head of the Hamas
political bureau in the Gaza Strip; and representatives of the PIJ and other terrorist
organizations. The Hamas leadership gave the delegation a list of Israel's so-called
"violations" against the Gaza Strip, and accused Israel of delaying the implementation
of the understandings.
»Another round of talks was held on July 13, 2019, before the delegation left the Gaza Strip
(Hamas website, July 12 and 13, 2019). Senior PIJ figure Yusuf al-Hasayna claimed the
Egyptian delegation had promised the heads of the organizations that it would exert pressure
on lIsrael to implement the understandings and prevent an escalation with the Gaza Strip
(Filastin al-Yawm, July 13, 2019). Senior PIJ sources made it clear to the Egyptian delegation
that if Israel did not commit to the understandings, the situation would escalate (Arabi21,
July 13, 2019).
»Several Palestinians related to the understandings and their implementation. Some of their
statements were the following:
+Hamas spokesman Abd al-Latif al-Qanua said that in the near future delegations from
Qatar and the UN would arrive in the Gaza Strip to inspect Israel's implementation of
the understandings. He said the delegations would monitor the laying of the new
electricity cable from Israel (Line 161), the construction of a hospital in the northern
Gaza Strip and the dealing with the problem of the water supply (al-Andalou News, July
13,2019).
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+Mahmoud Khalaf, a member of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (DFLP)'s Central Committee, said the issues discussed with the Egyptian
delegation included the construction of a hospital in the northern Gaza Strip, an
increase in the number of entrance permits into Israel given to residents of the Gaza
Strip, the laying of the new electricity cable from Israel (Line 161), and the
establishment of an industrial zone. Also discussed were ending the attacks on
participants in the Friday return marches and stopping Israeli UAV flights over the Gaza
Strip (Filastin al-Yawm, July 14, 2019).
+Talal Abu Zarifa, a member of the DFLP political bureau, stated what they expect
from Israel in the next two weeks: an increase of the number of work permits into Israel
to 5,000 and a lowering of the age requirement for the permits; an increase of the
fishing zone; the transfer of funds for operating the power plant's generators;
cancellation of the restrictions on the import of 300 types of materials designated as
dual-purpose and an end to harming the [Friday return march] demonstrators (al-Agsa,
July 15, 2019).

»According to "senior Egyptian sources," during the Egyptian Intelligence delegation's

meeting with the Palestinian organizations in the Gaza Strip, the Egyptians said Qatar would

transfer funds for six months, and the PA had agreed to transfer the sum of $15 million

donated by a Palestinian businessman (al-Nahda News, July 14, 2019).
Rocket and mortar shell fire into Israeli territory

»On the evening of Friday July 12, 2019, while the Egyptian Intelligence delegation was in
the Gaza Strip, rockets were fired into Israeli territory. Two rockets fell in Israel, several
hours apart. They fell in open areas, one in the western Negev and the other near the
southern Israeli coastal city of Ashqgelon. No casualties or damage were reported. Behind the

rocket fire may have been the killing of a Hamas operative by the IDF (see below).
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Rocket and mortar shell fire into Israel

»On the evening of Friday July 12, 2019, while the Egyptian Intelligence delegation was in

the Gaza Strip, rockets were fired into Israeli territory. Two rockets fell in Israel, several

hours apart. They fell in open areas, one in the western Negev and the other near the

southern Israeli coastal city of Ashgelon. No casualties or damage were reported. Behind the

rocket fire may have been the killing of a Hamas operative by the IDF (see below).
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Other events

Hamas operative killed by mistake by the IDF

»On the morning of July 11, 2019, an IDF force identified a number of Palestinians near the
security fence east of Beit Hanoun in the northern Gaza Strip. The soldiers fired shots to
distance the Palestinians from the fence. One was shot and later died. According to the IDF's
initial investigation, an operative of Hamas' restraint force went to the location, following the
two Palestinians who were near the fence. The IDF force mistook him for an armed terrorist
operative and shot at him (IDF spokesman, July 11, 2019).

»A spokesman for the ministry of health in the Gaza Strip said the operative was Mahmoud
Ahmed Sabri al-Adham, 28, an operative in Hamas' military wing (Ashraf al-Qidra's Twitter
account, July 11, 2019). Hamas military wing said the operative was from Jabalia and was a
member of its "defenders of the frontier" force [the force guarding the borders] and that
IDF soldiers shot at him while he was performing his duties. Hamas' military wing said the
event would not go without response and that Israel would bear the responsibility (website of

Hamas' military wing, July 11, 2019).

Right: Mahmoud al-Adham, killed by the IDF (Mugawama Press Twitter account, July 11, 2019).
Left: Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, pays a condolence call to the family of
Mahmoud al-Adham in Jabalia (Twitter account of the media department of Isma'il Haniyeh's

office, July 13, 2019).

»Sources in Hamas and the PIJ blamed Israel and threatened reprisals. According to reports,
the joint operations room of the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip consulted to take a

united stand regarding the killing. It was also reported that the operations room was
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examining the appropriate manner, place and time to respond (Dunia al-Watan, July 11,

2019).
Palestinian boat seized by Israeli navy

»A Palestinian boat with two people aboard entered a forbidden zone off the coast of the
southern Gaza Strip. An IDF force halted the craft in accordance with instructions for opening
fire. The boat was seized and the two Palestinians were taken for interrogation (IDF

spokesman, July 13, 2019).
Attempts to cross the security fence

»Palestinian sources reported that on July 14, 2019, a number of Palestinians cut through the
security fence and entered Israeli territory. A short time later they returned to the Gaza Strip

(Palinfo, July 14, 2019).

Judea and Samaria

Events on the ground

»In Judea and Samaria Palestinians continued throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at
Israeli security forces and civilian targets. Israeli security forces carried out counterterrorism
activities throughout Judea and Samaria, detaining Palestinians suspected of terrorist
activity and seizing military grade and improvised weapons. The more prominent events
were the following:
+July 16, 2019 - A vehicle at the checkpoint at the entrance to Tulkarm attempted to
run over soldiers. The soldiers responded with gunfire. The event is under investigation
(IDF spokesman, July 16, 2019).
+July 15, 2019 - A Palestinian woman aroused the suspicions of IDF soldiers guarding
a military post in the Jewish community of Hebron. A knife was found in her handbag.
She was taken for interrogation (IDF spokesman, July 15, 2019). According to

Palestinian reports she is Rowan 'Atef Abu Sneina, 17, from Hebron.
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The knife found in the Palestinian woman's handbag
(IDF spokesman, July 15, 2019).

+July 14, 2019 - A Molotov cocktail was thrown at a bus on the tunnel road between
Gush Etzion and Hebron. IDF soldiers captured the Palestinians who threw it. They
also seized an improvised gun (IDF spokesman, July 15, 2019).

+July 14, 2019 - Stones were thrown at a bus south of Sinjil (northeast of Ramallah).
No casualties were reported. The front windshield of the bus was damaged (Rescue
Without Borders in Judea and Samaria, July 14, 2019).

+July 13, 2019 - IDF soldiers detained a Palestinian from Jilabun who was near the
fence of an lIsraeli community (in the Jenin region). A knife was found in his
possession. He was taken for interrogation (IDF spokesman, July 13, 2019).

+July 12,2019 - A pipe bomb was thrown at IDF soldiers near the entrance to Nablus.
No casualties or damage were reported (IDF spokesman, July 12, 2019).

+July 12, 2019 - According to Palestinian reports, a young Palestinian was seriously
wounded by IDF fire during a demonstration in Kafr Qaddum (west of Nablus).
Ibrahim Milhem, spokesman for the Palestinian government, condemned the injury
and said it showed Israel's disregard for international law (Wafa, July 13, 2019).

+July 11, 2019 - Stones were thrown at a bus on the Gush Etzion-Hebron road near
the al-Aroub refugee camp. No casualties were reported. The bus was damaged
(Rescue Without Borders in Judea and Samaria, July 11, 2019).

+July 11, 2019 - Several vehicles were burned at a Border Police base near Atarot,
north of Jerusalem. They were set on fire by Molotov cocktails thrown from the
direction of the village of a-Ram north of Jerusalem. No casualties were reported (Israel

Police Force spokesman's unit, July 11, 2019).
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+July 10, 2019 - Stones were thrown during at Israeli security forces during an activity
in Halhul and al-Aroub (Hebron region). No casualties were reported. A number of

military vehicles were damaged (IDF spokesman, July 10, 2019).

Significant terrorist attacks in Judea and Samaria since June 20172
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Developments in the Gaza Strip

Humanitarian aid for the Gaza Strip

»A new Miles of Smiles® convoy (the 37") arrived in the Gaza Strip on July 10, 2019, entering
from Egypt through the Rafah Crossing. It included a team of doctors from Jordan, some of
them surgeons (Facebook page of the ministry of health in the Gaza Strip, July 10, 2019).
Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, received the members of the delegation in
his home (Sawa, July 13, 2019). According to Issam Yusuf, head of the delegation and general
coordinator of the Miles of Smiles campaign, the delegation had teams of doctors from
Jordan, Malaysia, Morocco and Kuwait, and brought equipment for people with special needs

(Issam Yusuf's Twitter account, July 10, 2019).

2A significant attack is defined by the ITIC as involving shooting, a vehicular attack, the use of IEDs, or a
combination of the above. Stones and Molotov cocktails thrown by Palestinians are not included.

* Miles of Smiles is an initiative for sending aid convoys to the Gaza Strip. Its coordinator is Issam
Yusuf, a senior British figure in Interpal and the founder of the Union of Good, a coalition which
transferred funds to Hamas.
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Right: Members of the delegation arrive at the Rafah Crossing (Facebook page of the ministry of
health in the Gaza Strip, July 10, 2019). Left: Truck carrying medical equipment, donated by
Jordanian women and brought to the Gaza Strip by the delegation (website of the ministry of
social development in the Gaza Strip, July 11, 2019).

»In the meantime, Zaher Birawi, head of the Committee to Lift the Siege on the Gaza Strip
and founder of the Freedom Fleet, said that since with the exception of the Miles of Smiles
convoys, Egypt did not permit aid convoys to enter the Gaza Strip from its territory.
Therefore, they had agreed on a significant maritime activity that would set sail at the
end of May 2020. He said information about the flotilla would be made public before the end
of 2019. He added they faced many challenges, such as attempts to prevent their ships from
setting sail from some ports, the refusal of insurance companies to ensure the boats, and
direct threats against the ships and activists. He said the flotilla expected to bring symbolic
medical equipment to the Gaza Strip because the main objective would be to raise public
consciousness to encourage ending the naval siege of the Gaza Strip (Dunia al-Watan, July 14,

2019).

Unannounced military exercise in the Gaza Strip

»lyad al-Bozom, spokesman for the ministry of the interior in the Gaza Strip, announced
Hamas had held an unannounced military exercise to examine the preparedness of the
ministry of the interior's security forces to deal with a sudden security threat. Alert in the Gaza
Strip was raised to the highest level and all the forces were summoned from their homes. The
crossings into the Gaza Strip and the fishing zone were closed, and security force operatives
were deployed at junctions and the main streets (ministry of the interior website and Shehab,

July 9, 2019).

160-19



Unannounced military exercise of the security forces in the Gaza Strip
(Facebook page of the ministry of the interior in the Gaza Strip, July 9, 2019).

Belligerent speech given by Fathi Hamad criticized by the Palestinian
public and Hamas
PFathi Hamad, a member of Hamas' political bureau, gave a belligerent speech
encouraging young Palestinians to carry out suicide bombing attacks at the security
fence. He also called on Palestinians to attack Jews around the world (al-Agsa TV, July 12,
2019). His speech was extensively criticized by the Hamas leadership and the Palestinian
public.
»He made the following statements (Facebook page of journalist Ahmed Mustafa, July 12,
2019):
+"Our people are willing cross the fence and die... We have many arrows in our
quiver, waiting for authorization for use... The residents of the Gaza Strip are
prepared to blow themselves up in the enemy's face."
+"The explosion will be not only in the Gaza Strip but in the West Bank and
'abroad.' There are Jews everywhere. We have to attack every Jew all over the

globe to slaughter and kill him."
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+"Residents of the West Bank, how long will you be silent? A knife costs five shekels
[about $1.50], the throat of a Jew needs [an investment of] five shekels or less."

+"We built a new workshop to make explosives and we are prepared to break
through the fence with explosive belts. We will force a breakthrough in every camp
[i.e., the return camps]. Five breakthroughs... That is the message. We will not die
helpless. We will die blowing ourselves up and cutting the throats of the Jews and

cutting off their legs..."
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Fathi Hamad gives a belligerent speech at the return march
(al-Agsa TV, July 12, 2019).

»Fathi Hamad's speech led to a wave of harsh criticism, including from Hamas. His critics
stressed that the Palestinian struggle was against Israel and not against the Jews, regardless
of where they were. Users of the social networks also complained that his statements
blackened the Palestinian image around the world and did not represent Hamas'
ideology or the principles of the Palestinian struggle. Calls to carry out suicide bombing
attacks at the security fence caused the social media public to criticize the Hamas leadership
which sent young people to their deaths during the return marches.
»Some of the criticism was the following:
+The Hamas movement stressed that Fathi Hamad's remarks did not represent the
official positions and policies of the movement: Hamas' struggle was directed against
the [Israeli] "occupation" and not against the Jews around the globe or against
Judaism as a religion. Hamas also made it clear that there was a national consensus
regarding the [so-called] non-violent character of the return marches, although that

did not mean Israel could harm the demonstrators (Filastin al-Yawm, July 15, 2019).
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+Senior Hamas figure Ahmed Yusuf said he understood the anger against Israel, but
that did not justify the use of "language of knives and explosive belts. Such discourse
contradicted the Hamas political document [that updated the Hamas charter]. He also
said that such rhetoric provided Israel with excuses to intensify the "siege" of the Gaza
Strip and to increase its aggression. He said he hoped Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas'
political bureau, would clarify that position because it was liable to have painful
consequences (Facebook page of Ahmed Yusuf, July 13, 2019).

+Saeb Erekat, secretary of the PLO's Executive Committee, said the statements
were in no way linked to the ideology of the Palestinian struggle. He said that it was
forbidden to use religion for political purposes (Saeb Erekat's Twitter account, July 15,
2019).

+Hussein al-Sheikh, head of the PA authority for civilian affairs, said that Fathi
Hamad's statements revealed his "ignorance and extremism," as well as his lack of
understanding of the real struggle against Israel. He said the struggle against the
"occupation" was political and national, not a religious struggle against the Jews
(Hussein al-Sheikh's Twitter account, July 15, 2019).

+Nikolay Mladenov, the UN envoy to the peace process in the Middle East, said the
statement was dangerous and destabilizing, and that the whole world should condemn
it. He said it was forbidden to remain complacent in the face of such rhetoric (Nikolay

Mladenov's Twitter account, July 15, 2019).
Hamas' external relations

»A Hamas delegation headed by Musa Abu Marzouq, a member of the Hamas political
bureau, will visit Moscow for three days. They will meet with Sergey Lavrov, the Russian
foreign minister, and other senior officials in the foreign ministry (al-Sharq al-Awsat, July 10,
2019). Hamas spokesman Husam Badran denied there was a link between the visit and the
issue of the internal Palestinian reconciliation (Hamas website, July 15, 2019).

»In the meantime, "Egyptian sources" revealed that the Egyptian delegation had rejected the
request of Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, to leave for a round of meetings
outside the Gaza Strip. They said the request had been made a number of times and rejected
on the grounds that security conditions in the region would make it impossible for him to
leave. A source in Hamas claimed the Egyptians refused because Haniyeh planned to visit

Iran, Turkey and Qatar (al-Araby al-Jadeed, July 11, 2019).
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»Mahmoud al-Zahar, a member of Hamas political bureau, said that efforts were being
invested in renewing Hamas' relations with Syria. He said it was inevitable that relations
would be regularized with anyone who stood with the Palestinians and was an enemy of
Israel, such as Syria, Iran and Lebanon (al-Nahda News, July 9, 2019).

Registration for Hamas' Pioneers of Liberation summer camps in the
Gaza Strip

»Hamas' military wing issued a short video about a military display it held in the al-Bureij
refugee camp (central Gaza Strip) and pictures of stations it had opened for registration for its
summer camps. The video encouraged parents to register their children (Palinfo Facebook

page, July 14, 2019). According to an announcement, the military wing began registration of

July 13, 2019. Registration is carried out at posts of Hamas' military wing and near mosques.

: B, v SRR *ha
Right: Registration for summer camps at the al-Ansar mosque in Jabalia (Facebook page of the
al-Ansar mosque, July 15, 2019). Left: Registration desk near the Abu Dhar al-Ghafari mosque in
the al-Amal neighborhood in Khan Yunis (Facebook page of the Abu Dhar al-Ghafari mosque, July
15,2019).

Right: Registration for the summer camps in Bani Suheila (Facebook page of Gaza News website
photographer Ahmed al-Najar, July 15, 2019). Left: Registration in the al-Bureij refugee camp
(Facebook page of the Great Mosque in al-Bureij, July 15, 2019). Operatives from Hamas military
wing are in attendance.
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The Palestinian Authority (PA)

The PA's financial situation

»Muhammad Shtayyeh, Palestinian prime minister, met in his office in Ramallah with the
board of directors of the Association of Banks in Palestine, headed by Maher al-Masri.
Shtayyeh was briefed on the condition of the Palestinian banks and the challenges they have
to face in the shadow of the PA's financial crisis. Shtayyeh examined with them ways to
increase cooperation and the necessary steps to prevent the banks from collapsing. He
reviewed the actions the PA was taking to deal with the its financial crisis and its plans to
reduce the ongoing expenses of the government ministries (Facebook page of the Palestinian

prime minister's office, July 14, 2019).

Muhammad Shtayyeh (center) and the board of directors of the Association of Banks in Palestine
(Facebook page of the Palestinian prime minister's office, July 14, 2019).

»As to the financial situation in the PA, according to an investigative report carried out by
Watan TV, in recent months there has been an increase in Palestinians' selling their gold
jewelry to pay for day-to-day expenses. Yaqub Shahin, general manager of the Palestinian
metals authority, reported that there was a large supply of gold on the Palestinian market
because of the sale of gold jewelry , which significantly reduced the import of gold from

abroad (Watan TV, July 11, 2019).
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Palestinians in Ramallah sell gold jewelry to pay for daily expenses
(Watan TV channel, July 11, 2019).

Payments for the families of shaheeds and the wounded in the Gaza
Strip

»Despite the PA's financial crisis, Maher Badawi, secretary general of the national committee
of the families of shaheeds and the wounded, announced that progress was gradually
being achieved in receiving payments that were cut because of the PA sanctions against
the Gaza Strip. He was referring to 2,771 families of shaheeds and wounded Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip whose payments were stopped as part of the PA's sanctions. He said
that so far stipends had been reinstated for about 500 families. He added that the
committee was discussing the possibility of accelerating the process with Intisar al-Wazir,
chairman of the institution dealing with the families of shaheeds and the wounded. Al-Wazir
promised to renew the payments of stipends to fifty families a month and to pay them
retroactively. Regarding the payment of stipends to 1,943 families of those killed in Operation
Protective Edge, Badawi said that al-Wazir told the committee that Mahmoud Abbas had
transferred the matter to the ministry of the treasury. He added that they would begin
transferring the payments with the restoration of the tax revenues to the PA (Palestine
Online, July 11, 2019).

PRegarding the payments, Jason Greenblatt, the American president's advisor for
international negotiations and special envoy to the Middle East, tweeted that according to
data from the PA's ministry of the economy, in the first months of 2019 the PA increased its
budget for terrorists by 11%, more than $65 million (Jason Greenblatt's Twitter account,
July 10, 2019). A spokesman for the PA's ministry of the economy denied the claim, calling it

"false and hypocritical " (Reuters, July 11, 2019).
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PA foreign relations
Russia

»Mahmoud Abbas spoke on the phone with Vladimir Putin to discuss the American "deal of
the century," the relations between the PA and lIsrael, the two-state solution and the
establishment of a Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as its capital. They stressed the
importance of Egypt as a mediator. Mahmoud Abbas praised Russia's position on the
economic workshop in Bahrain and the "deal of the century." Putin expressed interest in
meeting with Mahmoud Abbas in Moscow to continue the discussion (Wafa, July 12, 2019).

Iraq

»On July 15, 2019, a delegation headed by PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh arrived in
Baghdad for a state visit. Its objective was to strengthen the economic ties between Iraq and
the PA. Shtayyeh met with Iragi Prime Minister 'Adel Abd al-Mahdi (Wafa, July 15, 2019).
Ibrahim Milhem, PA government spokesman, said the visit would develop new horizons for
Palestinian-lragi collaboration, part of the PA government's strategy for economic

disengagement from Israel. He said one of the important items on the agenda was buying

Iragi oil (Filastin al-Yawm, July 15, 2019).

Right: Muhammad Shtayyeh meets with the Iraqi prime minister (Wafa, July 15, 2019). Left:
Muhammad Shtayyeh at meeting of Iragi and Palestinian investors during a visit to Baghdad
(Wafa, July 15, 2019).

Jordan

»Mai Kaileh, the PA minister of health, said during an interview that the agreements signed
with Jordan regarding health issues were part of a series of agreements which would be
signed as part of the PA's activities to separate itself from Israel. She said agreements had
been signed with Jordanian hospitals to cover the medical services Palestinians receive from

hospitals in Israel. Agreements were also signed with Egyptian hospitals, and in the future
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more agreements would be signed. She said that thanks to instructions given by Mahmoud
Abbas, medical services had not been affected by the PA's economic crisis and that there was

no shortage of medicines (Palestinian TV, July 11, 2019).
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