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Overview 
 Since the ceasefire achieved at the end of the fourth round of escalation (on July 20 2018) 

the situation on the ground has been relatively calm. One manifestation of the calm has 

been a significant drop in the scope of arson terrorism, which led to the partial reopening of 

the Kerem Shalom crossing (on the afternoon of July 24, 2018). However, tension along the 

border, caused by Hamas' policy of controlled violence, is expected to continue, because 

its fundamental causes still exist. The next test of Hamas' intentions may be the events 

during the "return march" along the Gaza border this coming Friday (July 27, 2018). 

Another round of escalation in the Gaza Strip  

 On Thursday, July 19, 2018, the IDF shot at a squad launching incendiary balloons near a 

Hamas observation post in eastern Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip. The IDF fire killed a 

Hamas operative (Hamas military wing website, July 19, 2018) and wounded three others 

(Facebook page of the spokesman of the ministry of health in the Gaza Strip, July 19, 2018). 

 On Friday, July 20, 2018, under cover of the "return march" events in the southern Gaza 

Strip, snipers shot at IDF soldiers, killing one. The events led to another round of 

escalation (the fourth). 

 The killing of the soldier was designated by the IDF as "the most serious incident" since 

the end of Operation Protective Edge. It led to exchanges of fire, resulting in the deaths of 

three Hamas military operatives. Immediately thereafter Israeli Air Force aircraft began 

extensive aerial attacks in the Gaza Strip (more than 60 attacks, primarily targeting 

Hamas' military infrastructure and command and control systems). During the attacks 

three mortar shells were fired from the Gaza Strip, two of which were intercepted by 

the Iron Dome aerial defense system. 
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 Right: An observation post in eastern Khan Yunis attacked by the IDF (Palestinian Live Facebook 
page, July 22, 2018). Left: Palestinians gather around the observation post attacked by the IDF 
(Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine information office Facebook page, July 21, 2018). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The round of escalation through the eyes of a cartoonist. The paddles read, left and right, 
"escalation" and "ceasefire," with Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman in the middle 

(Palinfo Twitter account, July 21, 2018). 
 

 After the IDF's massive attack, contacts were held between Hamas, Egypt and Nikolay 

Mladenov (the UN envoy to the Gaza Strip), leading to Hamas' agreement to a ceasefire. At 

0100 hours Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum issued a short statement saying a ceasefire 

had been achieved between Israel and the Palestinian [terrorist] organizations in the Gaza 

Strip.1 

 Few Hamas sources (mostly spokesmen) related to the round of escalation. They 

emphasized they had no desire to see the situation deteriorate, but still maintained they 

would continue to pursue the equation of "an attack in return for an attack," to which they 

added, "sniper fire in return for sniper fire." 

 

 
                                                

1 For further information, see the July 22, 2018 bulletin, "Fourth round of escalation between Israel and 
Hamas, which ended with Hamas' announcement agreeing to end the fighting." 
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Events in the Gaza Strip  

 On July 19, 2018, two mortar shells were fired at Israeli security forces engaged in 

operational activity near the border in the southern Gaza Strip. No casualties were reported 

(IDF spokesperson, July 19, 2018). 

Rocket and mortar shell fire during and between the recent rounds 
of escalation2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Minimum number of rockets and mortar shells fired in May, June and July. At this stage the 
ITIC cannot distinguish between rocket and mortar shell fire. 

 

Monthly Distribution of Rocket and Mortar Shell Fire since January 
2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
2 The statistics do not include rockets that fell inside the Gaza Strip. 
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Annual Distribution of Rocket Hits 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Approximate number of rockets and mortar shells launched in the four rounds of 
escalation. 
 

Arson terrorism  

 Since the ceasefire went into effect there has been a significant drop in arson 

terrorism. On July 23, 2018, firefighters reported only one fire in Israeli territory near the 

Gaza Strip, and it had not been caused by an incendiary kite or balloon. However, Israel 

continues to respond strongly to Palestinian squads launching incendiary balloons from 

the Gaza Strip, and Israeli Air Force aircraft carried out a number of attacks: 

 July 19, 2018: Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked a squad launching incendiary 

balloons near a Hamas post in the southern Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, July 19, 

2018). An operative in Hamas' military wing was killed (which caused the most recent 

round of escalation). 

 July 22, 2018: Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked a squad launching incendiary 

balloons in the northern Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, July 22, 2018). The Palestinian 

media reported a missile was launched at a group of young people in the eastern part 

of the Jabalia refugee camp. Reportedly, two Palestinians were injured, one seriously 

(Twitter account of Ashraf al-Qidra, July 22, 2018). 

 July 23, 2018: Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked a squad launching incendiary 

balloons in the northern Gaza Strip. No casualties were reported. The Palestinian 

media reported an attack on a group of Palestinians near the cemetery in the eastern 

part of the Jabalia refugee camp (Amama Twitter account, July 23, 2018). 
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 July 24, 2018: The IDF fired warning shots at a squad launching incendiary balloons 

in the northern Gaza Strip. No casualties were reported (Ynet, July 24, 2018). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Right: An balloon launched from the Gaza Strip that landed in the southern Israeli city of Sderot, 
possibly an explosive balloon (QudsN Facebook page, July 23, 2018). Left: Beehives set on fire by 

incendiary balloons launched from the Gaza Strip  
(Palinfo Twitter account, July 18, 2018). 

 
 On July 20, 2018 Israel Police Force demolitions experts were called to a home in the Gilo 

neighborhood in southern Jerusalem. A balloon was found on the balcony, attached to 

material soaked in an inflammable substance (Israel Police Force spokesman's unit, July 20, 

2018). No damage was reported. It was the first time the use of incendiary balloons was 

identified in the Jerusalem area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Incendiary balloon which landed on the balcony of a home in the Gilo neighborhood of 
Jerusalem (Gilo neighborhood Facebook page, July 20, 2018). 
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The "return march" of Friday, July 20, 2018 

 The "return march" of Friday, July 20, 2018, had as its slogan, "conspiracy against the 

rights of the Palestinians will not succeed." A few thousand Gazans participated in the 

events. The events began with burning tires near the border (Amama Twitter account, July 

20 2018). Isma'il Haniyeh and other senior Hamas figures participated in the events. 

Haniyeh stayed in the "return camp" east of Gaza City (Shehab, July 20, 2018). During the 

riots hundreds of Palestinians went to the Karni Crossing and began vandalizing and 

sabotaging its infrastructure. An IDF force arrived and shot at the rioters, who fled 

(Facebook page of Red Alert, July 20, 2018). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Clashes near the Karni crossing in eastern Gaza City 
 (the "supreme national authority of the return march" Facebook page, July 20, 2018). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Riots during "return march" events in eastern Rafah  
(Twitter account of Yasser Abu Azra, a journalist from Rafah, July 20, 2018). 

 
 A spokesman for the ministry of health in the Gaza Strip said four Palestinians were 

killed in the events of the July 22, 2018 "return march" and 120 were wounded. They had 

various wounds and some had also inhaled tear gas. Fifty of the wounded were evacuated 



7 
 

18-186  

to hospitals (Facebook page of the spokesman of the ministry of health in the Gaza Strip, 

July 20, 2018). The Gazans killed were Hamas military operatives. One was killed during 

riots near the security force in eastern Gaza City. The "supreme national authority of the 

return march" praised those who were killed, and said the theme of the "return marches" 

this coming Friday (July 27, 2018), would be "the shaheed children" (Amama Twitter 

account, July 20 2018). 

 Hamas the other other terrorist organizations called for the "marches" to continue 

and also spread: 

 Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum reported that the mass participation in the 

marches in spite of "Israel's escalation" showed the Palestinian people would not be 

broken and would adhere to its rights and desire to lift the siege of the Gaza Strip, 

without considering their sacrifice (Palinfo Twitter account, July 20, 2018). 

 Senior Hamas figure Khaled al-Askar said Hamas had no problem in sacrificing 

shaheeds to achieve its objective, which was the liberation of their land (al-Aqsa, July 

20, 2018). 

 Khalil al-Haya, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said the "resistance" [i.e., the 

terrorist organizations] would remain openly armed and the "marches" would 

continue until they realized the objectives of the Palestinian people (al-Sa'ah al-

Thamina, July 20, 2018). 

Judea and Samaria  
Events on the ground 

 On July 22, 2018, during an Israeli security force activity to detain suspects in the Dheishe 

refugee camp in Bethlehem, the force detained two terrorist operatives and discovered a 

lathe used in the manufacture of weapons. During the activity Palestinians threw stones, 

IEDs and Molotov cocktails at the soldiers, who used riot control measures and live fire. One 

Palestinian was killed. The IDF is examining the circumstances of his death (IDF 

spokesperson, July 22, 2018). The Palestinian media reported that the Palestinian fatality 

was Arkan Thayeir Muzhir, 15, from the Dheishe refugee camp. His body was wrapped for 

burial in a Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) flag and carried on the 

shoulders of masked PFLP operatives (Shehab Twitter account, July 23, 2018). 
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 The funeral held for Arkan Thayeir Muzhir in the Dheishe refugee camp. His body is wrapped for 
burial in a PFLP flag and carried on the shoulders of masked PFLP operatives  

(QudsN Facebook page, July 23, 2018). 
 

Significant terrorist attacks during the past year 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developments in the Gaza Strip 
The crossings  

 The Kerem Shalom Crossing, which was closed following the escalation in the Gaza Strip, 

reopened for partial activity on July 24, 2018, according to a decision made by Defense 

Minister Avigdor Lieberman. Fuel and cooking gas is now allowed into the Gaza Strip, as 

well as food and medicines. The activity at the crossing will be monitored during the 

coming days in coordination with terrorist activities along the Gaza border (Walla!, July 24, 

2018). 

                                                
3A significant attack is defined by the ITIC as involving shooting, a vehicular attack, the use of IEDs, or a 
combination of the above. Stones and Molotov cocktails thrown by Palestinians are not included. 
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 After having been closed for two days "because of technical problems" at the same time 

as the Kerem Shalom Crossing was closed, on July 18, 2018, the Rafah Crossing 

reopened. The Egyptian authorities announced it would close on July 23, 2018, for the 

anniversary of the Egyptian revolution, and reopen on July 24, 2018 (al-Youm al-Sabaa, July 

22, 2018). 

The humanitarian situation  

 The Hamas-controlled energy authority announced it would shut down the power station 

on July 23, 2018. The shutdown was caused by the lack of diesel fuel necessary for its 

operation, following the closing of the Kerem Shalom Crossing. The 12 megawatt electric 

line, which provides electricity from Israel to Gaza City, has not been operational for a 

number of days. In addition, the electric lines from Egypt have not been operational for five 

months. Therefore, the total amount of electricity available for the Gaza Strip is 108 

megawatts, which are supplied by nine lines from Israel. The electric company in the Gaza 

Strip reported it was making efforts to provide electricity in cycles of four hours with power 

and 18 hours without (Ma'an, July 23, 2018; al-Ghad channel website, July 23, 2018). 

 Jamie McGoldrick, UN coordinator for humanitarian affairs in the Palestinian territories, 

said that the emergency supply of UN fuel for essential services in the Gaza Strip was rapidly 

being depleted. He called on Israel to lift the limitations it had placed on the entrance of 

fuel into the Gaza Strip and appealed to donors to provide immediate funding. He said if no 

fuel reaches the Gaza Strip people's lives will be in danger (website of the UN office for the 

coordination of humanitarian affairs, July 22, 2018). 

Rehabilitation attempts  

 Sources connected to the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) said the UN was 

working urgently to create new jobs in the Gaza Strip. According to the report, a plan has 

been formulated for creating 2,500 new jobs within a year. The program will directly help 

2,979 Gazans, 40% of them women, and will be financed by the Islamic Development Bank 

($1 million), a Swiss development network (?) ($1.2 million), and UNDP ($300,000) (Safa, July 

18, 2018). 

Egyptian efforts to achieve an internal Palestinian reconciliation  

 Hamas leader Isma'il Haniyeh told Abbas Kamal, head of Egyptian General Intelligence, 

that Hamas accepted the Egyptian suggestion proposed to senior Hamas figure during their 
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visit to Cairo on July 12 and 13, 2018 (Hamas website, July 19, 2018). Following their 

acceptance, it was reported that after both sides had agreed to the articles of the 

document, in the near future Egypt is planning to invite representatives of Fatah and 

Hamas to discuss a reconciliation agreement (al-Hayat, July 21, y ea). 

 According to reports leaked to the press, the agreement is to be implemented gradually 

in four stages, each one with a set time frame (al-Anadolu News, July 19, 2018). 

 The first stage, which will take about a week: lifting the sanctions on the Gaza 

Strip. That will include restoring the salaries to governmental officials, transferring 

funds to the government ministries and providing fuel for the power plant without PA 

taxes. 

 The second stage, which will take about three weeks: an agreed-upon salary 

policy for governmental officials. That will include Hamas' transfer of taxes to the 

Palestinian Authority after deducting officials' salaries. In addition, the road blocks will 

be removed at the border crossings between the Gaza Strip and Egypt, and the Gaza 

Strip and Israel. 

 The third stage, which will take between three weeks and a month: discussing 

security issues. Meetings of security committees in the West Bank and Gaza Strip will 

be held under Egyptian supervision to discuss security. 

 The fourth stage, which will take three days: meetings will be held in Cairo to 

determine a mechanism for implementing the 2011 internal Palestinian 

reconciliation agreement. 

 Senior Hamas figure Isma'il Radwan appealed to the PA to agree to the Egyptian 

document, as Hamas had done, to end the internal Palestinian schism (al-Aqsa TV, July 23, 

2018). Hamas spokesman Husam Badran called on Fatah to give a positive answer to 

everything dealing with the internal Palestinian reconciliation (Hamas website, July 23, 

2018). 

The Palestinian Authority (PA) 
PA appeal to the International Criminal Court  

 Issa Qaraqe, head of the PA authority for prisoners and former prisoners affairs, 

reported that the PA had begun a process to lodge a request with the International Criminal 

Court (ICC) in the The Hague to take action on cases related to "Israel's infringement of the 
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rights of the Palestinian prisoners." He said Mahmoud Abbas had decided to ask for help 

from the ICC regarding the legal standing of the prisoners and designating them "prisoners 

of freedom [sic]" and as "legally conducting a struggle" (Palestinian TV, July 18, 2018). 

Mahmoud Abbas praises terrorists and continues payments to their 
families  

 Mahmoud Abbas held a ceremony in his office to pay tribute to the families of former 

prisoners and prisoners who died in Israeli jails. He presented the families with certificates 

and plaques. He gave a speech in which he said that the PA had no intention to reduce or 

stop the allotments given to the families of shaheeds, prisoners and former prisoners. 

He said, "Even if we only have one cent we will pay it to the families of the shaheeds and 

prisoners" (Wafa, July 23, 2018). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Mahmoud Abbas awards certificates and plaques to the families of prisoners  
(Wafa, July 23, 2018).  

 

Palestinian reactions to Israel's Jewish Nation-State Law 

 On July 19, 2018, after long deliberations and the rejection of all reservations and 

objections, the Israeli Knesset voted, 62 to 55, to pass the Basic Law that the State of Israel 

is the nation state of the Jewish people. It anchors the status of its symbol, flag and national 

anthem, the Hebrew calendar, Israel's holidays and the Hebrew language as the language of 

the country (Knesset website, July 19, 2018). 

 Many Palestinians were outraged by the law, which they called "racist" and in 

violation of international law. Some of them even said the law turned the regional 

conflict into a religious conflict. Some of the reactions were the following: 

 Mahmoud Abbas denounced the Nation-State Law, saying it proved Israel's racist 

policy and therefore violated international law. He said Jerusalem is the capital of 
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Palestine and there will be no peace or security or stability to anyone without it (Wafa, 

July 19, 2018). 

 The PA's foreign ministry denounced the law, saying it officially proved Israel was 

an "apartheid state." The law, according to the ministry, clearly violated international 

laws and by passing it Israel sent a clear message to the world that it has no interest in 

resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of the two-state solution (Wafa, 

July 19, 2018). 

 Saeb Erekat, secretary of the PLO's Executive Committee, denounced the Knesset 

decision, stressing the Israel was trying to pass "apartheid laws" and install a racist 

regime (Wafa, July 19, 2018). On another occasion he called the law "racist and 

discriminatory." He claimed the law would turn the Palestinian struggle from 

political to religious. He also said the law legitimized the settlements and "ethnic 

cleansing." He said the Palestinians would appeal to the UN General Assembly to 

reexamine Israel's status in the organization (al-Jazeera, July 23, 2018). 

 Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said the Nation-State Law legitimized Israel's 

racism and endangered the Palestinians and their right to live in their own country. He 

denounced the support given to Israel by the United States, adding that Israel's policy 

proved the Palestinians had to unite to formulate a national strategy and fight for their 

common goals (Hamas website, July 19, 2018). 

 Senior Hamas figure Isma'il Radwan said the [Middle East] would not calm down 

after the passing of the law because it turned the struggle from political to religious. He 

called on all the Palestinian [terrorist] organizations to escalate the Jerusalem intifada 

and continue the "return marches" (al-Aqsa TV, July 23, 2018). 
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 Cartoon by Gazan cartoonist Alaa' al-Laqta commenting on the Israeli National Law. The Arabic 
reads, "The Knesset confirms the law of the Jewish State"  

(Facebook page of Alaa' al-Laqta, July 20, 2018).  
 

Palestinians protest the visit of Jews to the Temple Mount  

 The presence of hundreds of Jews who came to pray on the Temple Mount for Tisha' B'Av 

led to broad Palestinian protests. Yusuf al-Mahmoud, spokesman for the Palestinian 

national consensus government, called the event "a black day in the history of Palestine, 

when settlers invaded the Temple Mount, protected by the government of the occupation" 

(Wafa, July 22, 2018). Yusuf Ede'is, PA minister of religious affairs, called for al-Aqsa 

mosque to be protected from the "invasion of the settlers" and demanded Muslims around 

the globe act immediately to prevent invasions and defend the rights of the Muslims (al-

Ghad TV, July 22. 2018). 

Armed operatives at a Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) ceremony in Abu Dis 

 The DFLP unveiled a memorial and square in Abu Dis commemorating Muhammad 

Khalaf Muhammad Lafi, a DFLP operative, who was killed in Abu Dis on July 21, 2017, in a 

clash with the IDF. A speech was given by Taysir Khaled, a member of the PLO's Executive 

Committee (QudsN Facebook page, July 21, 2018; the DFLP central information Facebook 

page, July 23, 2018). Armed, uniformed operatives attended the ceremony. 
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 Unveiling the memorial and square in Abu Dis  
(the DFLP central information Facebook page, July 23, 2018). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Taysir Khaled, a member of the PLO's Executive Committee, gives a speech at the ceremony (the 
DFLP central information Facebook page, July 23, 2018). 

 

The Battle for Hearts and Minds 
Flotilla to the Gaza Strip  

 On the evening of July 21, 2018, the al-Awda set sail from Palermo for the Gaza Strip, 

followed on July 21, 2018, by the Huriya and the Falestine. There are about 40 passengers 

aboard the boats (Freedom Flotilla Coalition Facebook page, July 22 and 23, 2018). The 

fourth ship, the Mairead, did not sail, because of crew problems (Ship to Gaza – Sweden 

Facebook page, July 23, 2018). Richard Sudan, a journalist from Britain, joined the Huriya. 
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He is a correspondent for the Iranian Press TV channel in English (Press TV UK Facebook 

page, July 22, 2018).4 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Right: The al-Awda sets sail from Palermo for the Gaza Strip, July 21, 2018 (Twitter account of 
Zaher Birawi, July 21, 2018). Left: Correspondent for the Iranian Press TV channel in English who 

joined the passengers aboard the Huriya  
(Press TV YouTube channel, July 22, 2018). 

 

 

 

 

                                                
4 For further information about the flotilla, see the July 23 and 24, 2018. 


