Palestinian Terrorism:
Analysis of 2017 and Forecast for 2018
February 15, 2018

The extent of Palestinian terrorism and the policies behind it
During 2017 the number of terrorist attacks continued to decline. There were 82
significant terrorist attacks, as compared with 142 in 2016 and 134 during the last three
months of 2015.1 In 2017 there were between 4 and 7 significant terrorist attacks a month,
but there were also months when the numbers rose to between 10 and 13. Despite the
decline in the number of attacks, there was no decline in the number of deaths they
caused. In 2017 popular terrorism attacks (called by Mahmoud Abbas "peaceful resistance")
caused the deaths of 18 Israelis, civilians and security force fighters, while in 2016 they
caused the deaths of 17.
Popular terrorism (the "popular resistance")2 in Judea, Samaria and east Jerusalem
continues as the strategy favored by the Palestinian Authority (PA), Fatah, and
Mahmoud Abbas, who heads them. The PA and Fatah are of the opinion that the "popular
resistance" can be used to make difficulties for Israel, the Israeli security forces and the Israeli
residents of Judea and Samaria. In addition, they feel it can be used to increase awareness of
the Palestinian cause, and serve as an alternative to Hamas' ideology of armed intifada.
Mahmoud Abbas, the PA and Fatah continue their indirect encouragement of popular
terrorism and the shaheed cult in general in various ways. That includes speeches and
public declarations issued by senior figures,3 glorifying the Palestinians who carry out
attacks, providing political and media support for popular terrorism, the participation of
senior PA and Fatah figures at the funerals held for terrorists killed while carrying out attacks,
A significant terrorist attack is defined as a shooting attack, stabbing attack, vehicular attack, IED
attack or a combined attack. Stones and Molotov cocktails are not included in the statistics.
2
For the most part, popular terrorism (the so-called "popular resistance") is carried out by
individuals but on occasion also by groups. Generally speaking the individuals and groups are not
supported by the established terrorist organizations. It involves the throwing of stones and Molotov
cocktails, stabbing attacks, vehicular attacks and occasionally shooting attacks.
3
The popular resistance strategy was reconfirmed by a conference of the PLO's Central Council on
January 14, 2018. In a speech given at the opening session, Mahmoud Abbas said the Palestinian
people would continue the "peaceful popular resistance." Its concluding statement included a call to
continue, support and strengthen the so-called "peaceful resistance."
1
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paying condolence calls to the families of terrorists who were killed, naming streets,
institutions and town squares for shaheeds and providing financial support to the families of
shaheeds and prisoners.
While in Judea and Samaria popular terrorism attacks declined in 2017, there was an
increase in rocket fire from the Gaza Strip into Israeli territory. Thirty-one rocket hits
were identified. Of them 22 rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip (mostly by rogue
Salafist-jihadi organizations) and nine from the Sinai Peninsula (by ISIS's Sinai Province).
That is in comparison with 2016, during which 15 rocket hits were identified and 24 during
2015. In addition, in 2017 there were a number of instances of mortar shell fire from the
Gaza Strip. The IDF responded to all rocket and mortar shell fire from the Gaza Strip by
attacking Hamas, which Israel regards as responsible for what occurs in the Gaza Strip.
Despite the increase in rocket fire in 2017, the number of rocket hits during the past
three years is still lower than in the years leading up to Operation Protective Edge. That
is primarily because of Hamas' policy of restraint, which it enforces on the rogue
organizations. In ITIC assessment the restraint policy results from Hamas' key strategic
considerations. The most important considerations are the strengthening of Israel's
deterrence since Operation Protective Edge, and Hamas' desire to focus on continuing its
military buildup, especially developing its tunnel and rocket systems without Israeli
interference.
In addition, other Hamas considerations have been attempts at an internal Palestinian
reconciliation (which so far have failed), Hamas' desire to improve its relations with Egypt,
and its need to rebuild the civilian infrastructure. However, the increase in the amount of
rocket fire after Trump's declaration of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel may indicate that
Hamas' motivation and possibly its ability to strictly enforce the policy of restraint on
the rogue organizations may have eroded since December 2017.

Events contributing to the increase in terrorism from Judea, Samaria
and the Gaza Strip
In 2017 there were Two Prominent Events concerning the Palestinian prisoners and the
Temple Mount (both particularly charged issues in Palestinian society) that contributed to
the rise in popular terrorism in Judea and Samaria:
The Palestinian prisoners' hunger strike (April 2017), and the number of popular
terrorism attacks reached 13 (the largest number in 2017). In ITIC assessment the
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attacks were carried out as a show of popular solidarity with the prisoners, whose
hunger strike continued for 40 days.
The "metal detector crisis" (July 2017), during which there were ten popular
terrorism attacks. They were motivated by Israel's decision (July 15, 2017) to close the
Temple Mount precinct after the shooting attack from the Temple Mount in which two
Israeli policemen were killed. As a result, the Israeli security forces were reinforced, the
gates to the Temple Mount were fitted with metal detectors and security cameras were
installed. The installation of security equipment at the entrances to the Temple Mount
led to a wave or protests. There was a call for Muslims not to enter the Temple Mount
to pray. The crisis was resolved when the metal detectors were uninstalled, at which
point prayers were renewed.
On December 6, 2017, Donald Trump announced that the United States recognized
Jerusalem as the capital of the State of Israel. His declaration led to a wave of protests and
riots in Judea, Samaria, east Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip greater than those of the
preceding months (several thousand at some of the focal points). However, the protest
against the Trump declaration was not manifested by a significant rise in the number of
popular terrorism attacks. On the other hand, there was a significant rise in the number
of rockets fired into Israeli territory from the Gaza Strip (at least 11 rockets fell in Israeli
territory during December 2017, as opposed to between 0 and 2 rockets in the preceding
months).

Popular terrorism attacks, 2017
The following are some of the characteristics of the popular terrorism attacks carried out
in 2017:
Fatalities: The number of Israelis killed in 2017 did not decline despite the decline
in the number of popular terrorism attacks. During 2018, 18 Israelis were killed,
civilians and security force operatives, as opposed to 17 during 2016. A total of 61
people were killed in popular terrorism attacks between the beginning of the
wave of popular terrorism in October 2015 and December 2017 (Note: Plus two
Israelis killed since the beginning of 2018).
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Stable number of terrorist attacks carried out inside Israel:4 The number of
terrorist attacks carried out inside Israel is similar to the number carried out 2016,
despite the decline in the overall number. During 2017 there were 11 attacks inside
Israel, ten in 2016, and 20 during the last three months of 2015.
Profile of the terrorists carrying out the attacks: Most of the terrorists who
carried out the attacks were young Palestinians between the ages of 14 and 20
(similar to the previous years). The majority had no former record of involvement in
terrorist attacks against Israel or affiliation with any terrorist organization. Most
of them were driven by nationalist or religious motivations, and some had
personal problems.
Gender and origin of the terrorists: Most of the attacks (86%) were carried out by
Palestinian men and the rest (14%) by Palestinian women. Exceptions were six
attacks carried out by Israeli Arabs (three from Umm al-Fahm, two from Haifa and two
by Bedouins from the Negev). One was carried out by a Jordanian citizen who carried
out a stabbing attack in Jerusalem.
Sites of the attacks: Greater Jerusalem continued as the focal point for terrorist
attacks (20 attacks). Second to Jerusalem was the Ramallah region (15 attacks). They
were followed by Hebron (14 attacks), Samaria (10 attacks) and Gush Etzion (eight
attacks) and the Nablus region (seven attacks). There was an increase in attacks in
Samaria, which has continued into 2018.
In 2017 there was a limited response of the Palestinian public to participate in
demonstrations, rallies and riots with the Israeli security forces. There was a rise in
participation in demonstrations and riots only during the prisoners' hunger strike (AprilMay 2017), the closing of the Temple Mount (July 2017) and the Trump declaration
(December 6, 2017). However, even after those events, despite the efforts made, the leaders
of the protests did not manage to keep a large presence of Palestinian protesters in the
streets over a long period of time.

Inside Israel refers to sites within the Green Line not including the Jerusalem region, which have their
own characteristics.
4
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Forecast for Palestinian terrorism 2018
In ITIC assessment Palestinian terrorism will take two main directions in 2018:
In Judea and Samaria popular terrorism will continue, supported and
encouraged by the PA and Fatah, with fluctuations in its extent and the degree of
its deadliness. At the same time, Hamas and the other terrorist organizations will
continue their efforts to establish networks in Judea and Samaria to carry out
showcase terrorist attacks (such as suicide bombing attacks and abductions of
Israelis), including inside Israel. The success of Hamas and the other terrorist
organizations

will

be

influenced

principally

by

Israeli

security

force

counterterrorism activities (and to a certain extent PA security force activities), which
proved their effectiveness in 2017.
In the Gaza Strip Hamas may continue its policy of restraint, although its
motivation to enforce it may be decreased. The key factor that may lead to a
change is the difficult economic situation in the Gaza Strip. Other factors are the
damage done by Israel to the tunnels penetrating into Israeli territory (Hamas'
main asset for the next round of fighting) and the collapse of the reconciliation
process with Fatah (and a renewal of worsening relations with Egypt). All of the above
may increase internal pressures on the Hamas leadership and lead to a situation in
which Hamas will decide to challenge Israel and attempt to channel Hamas'
hardships to Israel. Such a situation increases the potential for a deterioration
between Hamas and Israel in the coming year.
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Section One: Popular Terrorism in Judea and
Samaria
Overview
During 2017 the scope of popular terrorism (the "popular resistance") decreased in Judea,
Samaria, east Jerusalem and inside Israel. The wave of popular terrorism that peaked
between October and December 2015 continued to wane during the past year and the
average number of terrorist attacks per month stabilized at between four and seven (with a
few exceptions, during which the numbers rose to ten and 13). In 2017 there were 82
significant terrorist attacks5 as opposed to 142 in 2016. During the past year 18 Israelis
were killed, civilians and Israeli security force operatives, compared with 17 in 2016.

Monthly Distribution of Significant Terrorist Attacks, 2017
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A significant terrorist attack is defined as a shooting attack, stabbing attack, vehicular attack, IED
attack or a combined attack. Stones and Molotov cocktails are not included in the statistics.
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Monthly Distribution of Significant Terrorist Attacks, 2016
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Monthly Distribution of Significant Terrorist Attacks,
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Annual Distribution of Significant Terrorist Attack, 2013 – 2017
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* 134 terrorist attacks carried out between October and December 2015, the first three months
of the wave of popular terrorism. The other 37 were carried out in 2015 before October.

Types of terrorist attacks
In 2017 there was a decline in the number of stabbing attacks (from 87 to 46) and shooting
attacks (from 32 to 20). The number of vehicular attacks remained more or less the same
(ten in 2017, 11 in 2016). Stabbing attacks continued as the most frequent type of attack
(56.1% of all attacks), followed by shooting attacks (24.4%) and vehicular attacks (12.2%).6

Annual Distribution of Types of Attacks, 2017
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The statistics do not include attacks carried out during Israeli security force operational activities
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Annual Distribution of Types of Attacks, 2016
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Stabbing attacks
Overview
Stabbings are the most common form of popular terrorism attacks. In 2017 there were 46
stabbing attacks, 56.1% of all the attacks carried out. There were also many instances in
which stabbing attacks were prevented when Palestinians were found to be in possession of
knives. Six people were killed in stabbing attacks (about one third of all the popular
terrorism fatalities). Most of the stabbing attacks were carried out in the areas of friction
between the Israeli security forces and the Palestinian people, especially at the crossings and
check points. Some of the attacks (including the most lethal in the community of
Halamish) targeted civilians, both those in their homes and those who happened to be at
the site of the attack.
The great popularity of stabbing attacks is due to the relative ease of their execution.
There is no need to acquire a weapon because in most cases sharp instruments that can be
used are found at home (knives, scissors, screwdrivers, axes, etc.). Stabbing attacks do not
require special preparation. However, from the Palestinian terrorists' point of view, there
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are also disadvantages. One is that the number of victims in a stabbing attack is relatively
small (although three family members were killed in one attack). Another disadvantage is
that the probability that the attacker will be killed or injured during a stabbing attack is
relatively high compared to other types of attacks (more than half of the terrorists who
carried out stabbing attacks were killed; some were injured).

Monthly distribution of stabbing attacks, 2017
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Annual distribution of stabbing attacks, 2013 – 2017
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* Between October and December 2015, at the height of the wave of popular terrorism, there
were 92 stabbing attacks. The other 17 were carried out before October.

Prominent stabbing attacks
The most prominent stabbing attack was carried out on July 21, 2017, in the
community of Halamish (northwest of Ramallah), in which three members of the same
family were murdered in their home. Fourteen of the stabbing attacks were carried out in
Jerusalem and nine in the region of Hebron (the check post of the Cave of the Patriarchs was
one of the main focal points for attacks), and eight were carried out inside Israel. Knives
were used in most of the attacks, and in a few instances other sharp instruments, such as
screwdrivers. Most of the attacks were carried out by men (42 by men, eight by women), and
most of them by teenagers or Palestinians in their early twenties. In many instances, stabbing
attacks that were prevented were attempted by women (who had knives in their possession
at the time).
The following is information about the prominent stabbing attacks and the terrorists who
carried them out:
March 1, 2017 – A Palestinian armed with a knife entered a house in the community
of Havat Mor (south Mt. Hebron). He stabbed and wounded the owner of the house.
The owner shot and killed the attacker. Palestinian sources reported the attacker was
Saad Muhammad Ali Qaisieh, 24, from the town of al-Dhahiriya in South Mt. Hebron.
He may have been affiliated with Fatah, since his death was reported on the official
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Fatah Facebook page. A picture of the terrorist posted to Fatah's official Facebook
page and received positive feedback from Palestinian Facebook users.
March 13, 2017 – Before dawn a Palestinian entered a Border Police booth at the
Lion Gate in east Jerusalem, took out a knife and stabbed two policemen manning
the location. One of the wounded policemen drew his gun and shot and killed the
attacker. The attacker was Ibrahim Mahmoud Matar, 25, from Jabal Mukaber in east
Jerusalem. He worked in his father's metal workshop and usually prayed at al-Aqsa
mosque every morning (Facebook page of mukaber.net, March 13, 2017).

Right: The scene of the stabbing attack. Left: The knife used by the assailant
(Palinfo Twitter account, March 13, 2017).

March 29, 2017 – A Palestinian woman from east Jerusalem tried to stab a Border
Policeman at the Nablus Gate with a pair of scissors. She was killed by the Israeli
security forces. The woman was Siham Rateb Nimr, 49, from the Shuafat refugee
camp. She was the mother of Mustafa Nimr, who was accidentally killed by Israeli
security forces in Shuafat refugee camp on September 5, 2016. The stabbing was
apparently a "revenge attack," a familiar kind of popular terrorism attack.
April 1, 2017 – A Palestinian went to Hagai Street in the Old City of Jerusalem and
used a knife to stab two young, skullcap-wearing Jews. The Israeli security forces
chased him to the entrance of a residential building. After a confrontation with the
security forces, during which a Border Policeman was wounded, the terrorist was shot
and killed. Two civilians were seriously wounded an a Border Policeman incurred
minor wounds. The terrorist who carried out the attack was Ahmed Zaher Fathi
Ghazal, 17 from Nablus, who worked in a dental laboratory. Before carrying out the
attack he prayed in al-Aqsa mosque and had his picture taken at the site (Safa, April 2,
2017).
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April 14, 2017 – A Palestinian terrorist stabbed a female passenger on the light
railway near IDF Square in Jerusalem, fatally wounding her. She was evacuated to a
hospital and declared DOA. She was Hannah Bladon, 21, a British exchange student
from Birmingham University, studying at the Hebrew University. The Palestinian
terrorist was Jamil al-Tamimi, 57, from Ras al-Amoud in east Jerusalem. In recent
months he had been hospitalized in a psychiatric facility.
May 7, 2017 – A young Palestinian girl went to the steps leading to the Nablus Gate
in the Old City of Jerusalem. She approached police and Border Policemen stationed
at the site, took out a knife and shouted "Allahu akbar." The police shot and killed her.
A goodbye note was found in her possession. The Palestinian media reported she was
Fatima Afif Hjaji, 16 from the village of Qarawat Bani Zeid, northwest of Ramallah. In
2016 she was detained at the Hawwara roadblock, south of Nablus, when she was
found with a knife she intended to use in a stabbing attack. She was imprisoned for a
month and released in June 2016.
May 13, 2017 – A pedestrian near the Lions' Gate in the Old City of Jerusalem
used two knives to attack a policeman walking towards him. The policeman shot and
killed him. He sustained minor wounds. The terrorist was Muhammad Abdallah Salim
al-Kasaji, 57, a Jordanian, married and father of four, an accountant. He came to Israel
as a tourist about a week before the attack, entering through the Jordan crossing east
of Beit She'an.
June 1, 2017 – A Palestinian woman went to the guard post at the (northern
Samaria). The guard ordered her to halt but she did not pay attention. She
approached the soldiers stationed at the site,and stabbed and seriously wounded one
of them. She was shot and killed. The Palestinian media reported she was Nuf 'Uqab
Abd al-Jabbar Infia't, 16, from the village of Ya'bad, west of Jenin
Friday, July 21, 2017 – On Friday evening, July 21, a Palestinian terrorist entered
the one of the houses in community of Halamish (northwest of Ramallah) and
stabbed three family members to death: the father, his son and his daughter. His
wife was wounded. His daughter-in-law and her five children were saved by the
mother, who locked them in another room. A neighbor, a soldier on leave from the
army, shot at the terrorist through a window. The terrorist was wounded and detained
by Israeli security forces. He was Omar Abd al-Jalil al-Abd, 20, from the village of
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Kobar northwest of Ramallah. He was reported as studying business administration at
the al-Quds Open University, and worked in a quarry. He was an activist in Hamas'
student faction in the university.

The scene of the murder in Halamish, where three members of the same family were
killed by a Palestinian terrorist in retaliation for the so-called "desecration of al-Aqsa
mosque" (Twitter account of alresala.net, July 21, 2017, and al-Fajr TV, July 22, 2017).

July 24, 2017 – A Palestinian stabbed a man near the central bus station in Petah
Tikva (central Israel), seriously wounding him. The Palestinian who stabbed him, 21,
from Qalqilya, who stayed in Israel illegally, was detained and taken for interrogation.
He claimed he had carried out the attack for the sake of al-Aqsa mosque. According to
the Israel Security Agency, between 2015 and 2016 the attacker had been in jail in Israel
for involvement in popular terrorism.
August 2, 2017 – A young Palestinian entered a supermarket in the central Israeli
city of Yavne. He stabbed the store's assistant manager with a knife. The assistant
manager tried to fend him off, but the Palestinian terrorist stabbed him repeatedly,
wounding him critically. The terrorist was detained by the Israeli security forces. The
Palestinian media reported he was Isma'il Ibrahim Abu 'Aram (al-N'aamin), 19, from
the town of Yatta, south of Hebron.
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Security camera picture documenting the stabbing attack
(YouTube, August 2, 2017).

August 12, 2017 – A Palestinian woman armed with a knife carried out a stabbing
attack near the light railway station at the Nablus Gate in the Old City of Jerusalem.
She stabbed a man in the shoulder. The woman was detained at the scene of the
attack. The Palestinian media reported she was Fadwa Hamada, 29, mother of four
(another Palestinian website reported her as mother of six). She lived in Sur Bahr in
east Jerusalem.
October 4, 2017 – The body of man in his seventies was found in a warehouse in
Kafr Qassem. He had been stabbed to death. He lived in Elkana (western Samaria) and
owned the warehouse in the industrial zone of Kafr Qassem where he was found. On
October 8, 2017, the Israel Security Agency announced the detention of two
Palestinians from Qabatiya who had been involved in the murder. The announcement
said that the motive had been nationalist and that it had been deemed a terrorist
attack. The two attackers were later arrested.
November 30, 2017 – An IDF soldier in the evening the southern Israeli city of
Arad was stabbed to death. He was waiting for a ride to his base when two men
stabbed him in the back, stole his weapon and fled. Four days later two young Israeli
Bedouins in their twenties had been detained on suspicion of murder. According to the
Israeli media, their motive was apparently nationalist.
December 10, 2017 – A Palestinian went to the main entrance of central bus
station on Jaffa Road in Jerusalem and stabbed a security guard, critically wounding
him, and fled. The terrorist was detained by a civilian and policeman and taken for
interrogation. The Palestinian media reported the terrorist was Yassin Yusuf Hafez
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Abu al-Qara'a, 24 years old, from the al-Far'a refugee camp north of Nablus. He was
allegedly affiliated with Fatah. His father is a retired general who served in the PA
security forces. Other members of his family also serve as officers in the Palestinian
security forces.

Right: Security camera photograph of a Palestinian
terrorist stabbing an Israeli security guard at the entrance
to the central bus station in Jerusalem
(Facebook page of QudsN, December 10, 2017).

December 16, 2017 – A Palestinian armed with a knife and disguised as a media
correspondent approached Israeli security forces at a traffic circle north of Ramallah.
He stabbed and seriously wounded a Border Policeman. The attacker was shot by
Israeli security forces. When his coat opened an explosive belt could be seen strapped
to his body, and the soldiers shot and neutralized him. The explosive belt proved to be
fake. The terrorist died in the hospital. He was Muhammad Amin 'Aqal, in his twenties,
from Bayt Ula, northwest of Hebron. He was studying law at the Modern University
College in Ramallah.

Shooting attacks
Overview
Shooting attacks are deadly and the chances the shooter will escape from the scene of
the attack are greater than those who carry out stabbing or vehicular attacks. Shooting
attacks, in most instances, require early preparations (acquiring weapons and intelligence).
Therefore most of the shooting attacks are usually carried out by more than one person.
However, in most cases they are carried out by local networks without the direction of the
terrorist organizations. Although they involve guns, they are designated as popular terrorism
015-18
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attacks. Most of the terrorists who carry out shooting attacks escape and sometimes continue
carrying out attacks.
In 2017 there were 20 shooting attacks, compared with 32 in 2016.7 While that is a
decrease in the absolute number of attacks, it is an increase in the relative number (in
2017 shooting attacks made up 24.4% of the total number of attacks, compared with 23% in
2016). Six Israelis were killed in shooting attacks in 2017 (about one third of Israelis killed in
popular terrorism attacks). Most of the attacks (11) were carried out in the Benyamin area
(the region north of Ramallah). Three were carried out in Jerusalem and three in Samaria;
one was carried out inside Israel in Haifa. In 12 of the 20 shootings the perpetrators
escaped from the scene of the attack.

Monthly distribution of shooting attacks, 2017
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Monthly distribution of shooting attacks, 2016
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Annual distribution of shooting attacks, 2013 – 2017
35
32

30
25
20

20

15
11

10
5

7

7

2013

2014

0
2015*

2016

2017

* Between October and December 2015, at the height of the wave of popular terrorism, there
were five shooting attacks. The other six were carried out before October.

Shooting attacks can be carried out in a variety of modus operandis: ambushes,
shooting at gatherings of people, drive-by shootings and sniper fire. Generally speaking
shooting attacks are not carried out spontaneously, and planning them includes acquiring
the weapon and choosing the target. In most cases, in 2017 the targets were Israeli
vehicles on the roads in Judea and Samaria, including bus passengers. The terrorists
situate themselves in locations dominating the road and carry out drive-by shootings. In
most instances the shooters used "Carlo" improvised submachine guns, manufactured in
Judea and Samaria. The most prominent shooting attack was carried out on the Temple
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Mount in July 2017, in which two Israeli Border Policemen were killed, the incident that
ignited the Temple Mount events.

Improvised assault rifle confiscated from Palestinians, some of them operatives
in the PA security forces, who carried out attacks on IDF forces
(Israel Security Agency information, May 28, 2017).

In May 2017 the Israeli security forces detained three Palestinians from the village of
Fakhma (Jenin region) on suspicion of carrying out at least ten shooting attacks in April
2017, targeting Israeli communities and IDF bases in Samaria. One of the Palestinians
detained was Luwai Ahmed Shafiq S'abana, a lawyer affiliated with the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine. In addition to his detention, a weapon and vehicle were seized
that were used by the squad operatives for the attacks. A search of the house of one of the
suspects revealed a rifle hidden in a child's bed. One of the suspects left a "will" because he
assumed he would be killed during an attack (Israel Security Agency website, May 4, 2017).

The child's bed in which a rifle was hidden (IDF spokesperson).
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Prominent shooting attacks
The following are the prominent shooting attacks of 2017
January 3, 2017 – A man was shot and wounded on Haatzmaut Street in Haifa.
About an hour later a man was shot and killed on Hagiborim Street in Haifa. A woman
was shot at but not wounded. The suspected was Muhammad Shinawi, from the
Halissa neighborhood of Haifa. He was indicted on January 30, 2017. According to the
indictment, the motive for the attacks was nationalist. In addition, in 2015 the suspect
acquired a Carl Gustav machine gun, which he hid, and which he trial-shot in a wooded
grove in Haifa (Israel Security Agency website, January 30, 2017).

Muhammad Shinawi, suspected of shooting attacks in Haifa
(Palinfo Twitter account, January 30, 2017).

January 25, 2017 – A Palestinian carried out a drive-by shooting at a guard post
near the Aboud bypass road (northwest of Ramallah). An IDF force shot and
wounded the terrorist. An improvised "Carlo" submachine gun was found in the car.
The terrorist was Omar Nizar al-Barghouti, from Aboud, who had been imprisoned in
Israel (Twitter account of Palinfo, January 25, 2017).

The improvised "Carlo" submachine gun found in the vehicle of
the terrorist who carried out the shooting attack northwest
of Ramallah (quds.net, January 25, 2017).
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July 14, 2017 – Early in the morning a squad of three Israeli Arabs from the central
Arab city of Umm al-Fahm arrived in Jerusalem. They began shooting from the
Temple Mount compound at Border Policemen stationed near the Lions Gate (to
the northeast). The Border Policemen returned fire; two of them were mortally
wounded and later died. A third Border Policeman and a paramedic were wounded by
shrapnel. The terrorists fled to the area of the mosques. One of them tried to enter a
mosque. They were pursued, shot and killed by Israeli security forces. In their
possession were two Carl Gustav submachine guns, a handgun and knives. Apparently
the three had been in the Temple Mount compound for several hours before the attack.

The scene of the Temple Mount shooting
(YouTube, July 14 2018).

Sept 26, 2017 – [In the morning, as workers from Judea and Samaria entered
through the check point at the rear entrance to the community of Har Adar, one of the
Palestinians trying to pass through aroused the suspicions of the Border Policemen
and security guards. They initiated the procedure for detaining suspects and ordered
him to halt. At that moment the Palestinian took out a gun and shot at the Border
Policemen and security guards at close range. They immediately returned fire, killing
him. Three Israelis were killed: a Border Policeman and two security guards.
Another security guard was seriously wounded. The Palestinian who carried out the
attack was Nimr Mahmoud Ahmed Jaml, 37, from Bayt Surik, a village east of Har
Adar. He had four children and held a legal work permit for Israeli communities near
the border.
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Pictures from the scene of the shooting attack at Har Adar
(Palinfo Twitter account, September 26, 2017).

December 10, 2017 – Palestinians shot light weapons at an armored Israeli bus. The
attack was carried out near the community of Ofra (Ramallah region). No casualties
were reported. The front windshield of the bus was damaged. IDF forces searched the
area and found 11 shell casings (IDF spokesman, December 10, 2017).

Right: The windshield of the bus (Facebook page of QudsN, December 10, 2017). Left: Shell
casings from the attack on the bus (Facebook page of Shehab, December 10, 2017).

Vehicular attacks
Overview
During 2017 ten vehicular attacks were carried out, 12% of all the terrorist attacks
carried out during the year (compared with 11 vehicular attacks in 2016, or 8% of attacks).
The attacks killed five people. Three were carried out in the Gush Etzion region, two in
Hebron, two in Jerusalemand two in the Ramallah region. One was carried out inside
Israel. In most instances the targets were IDF soldiers. The most prominent vehicular attack
was on January 8, 2017, when a Palestinian drove a truck from Jabel Mukaber to the
Armon Hanatziv promenade in Jerusalem and ran over a group of soldiers who had
gotten off a bus. Four soldiers were killed.
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Vehicular attacks are usually carried out by lone drivers. They are usually spontaneous
and do not require preparations, which makes it difficult to prevent them. They are fairly
frequent occurrences in Palestinian popular terrorism, although carried out less than
stabbing and shooting attacks. In some of the vehicles other weapons were found,
indicating that the terrorist planned to carry out a combined attack.

Monthly distribution of vehicular attacks, 2017
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Annual distribution of vehicular attacks, 2013 – 2017
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* Between October and December 2015, at the height of the wave of popular terrorism, there
were 26 vehicular attacks. Eight attacks were carried out before October.

Prominent vehicular attacks
Prominent vehicular attacks during 2017 were the following:
January 8, 2017 – A Palestinian drove a truck from Jabel Mukaber towards the
Armon Hanatziv promenade in Jerusalem. Seeing a group of Israeli soldiers getting off
a bus, he veered out of his lane, accelerated and ran over them. He then put the truck
in reverse and ran over more soldiers. Several IDF soldiers shot and killed him. Four
were killed (three female and one male), and 13 were wounded. The Palestinian
terrorist who carried out the attack was Fadi Ahmed Hamdan al-Qunbar, 28, married
with four children, from Jabel Mukaber in east Jerusalem.

The truck used in the vehicular attack
(Facebook page of QudsN, January 8, 2017).
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January 25, 2017 – A Palestinian drove to the community of Kokhav Ya'akov
(near Beit El) veered out his lane and rammed into the bus stop, where civilians and
soldiers were waiting. He held a knife but did not exit the vehicle. There were no
casualties. He was shot and killed by IDF forces.

The vehicular attack at the bus stop in Kokhav Ya'akov, near Beit El
(quds.net, January 25, 2017).

March 15, 2017, a Palestinian woman sped towards the Gush Etzion Junction,
veered out of her lane, and tried to run over soldiers securing the bus stop. The soldiers
shot at the car and wounded her. She was Fatma Jubrin A'id Abd al-Aziz Takatka, 16,
from Beit Fajjar. A soldier incurred minor injuries.
April 6, 2017 – A Palestinian sped towards IDF soldiers standing at the bus stop at
the Ofra Junction (north of Ramallah). He killed one IDF soldier and wounded
another. The attack was carried out by Malik Ahmed Musa Hamed, 21, from Silwad
(northeast of Ramallah). Investigation revealed that the terrorist had driven along the
road a number of times looking for soldiers to attack. He reportedly had been detained
two years ago while trying to infiltrate the community of Adam.
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Pictures from the scene of the vehicular attack at the junction near the entrance of the
community of Ofra (Twitter account of Palinfo, April 6, 2017).

July 18, 2017 – A Palestinian driver accelerated at the Einun Junction near Hebron
and drove into soldiers walking at the side of the road, injuring three. An IDF force at
the site shot and killed him. He was Rafaat Nathmi Shukri Hirbawi, 29, from Hebron.
October 20, 2017 – Israeli policemen located a truck in the Beit Dagan area
(central Israel) suspected of being stolen and ordered the driver to stop. The driver
drove off in the direction of Rishon LeTzion (central Israel), hitting vehicles, including
a police patrol car, on the way. He was finally stopped. He was a Palestinian, 39 years
old, from the Ramallah region. During interrogation he confessed to stealing the truck
in Holon and planning to carry out a vehicular attack in the center of the country,
targeting IDF soldiers.

The stolen truck the Palestinian planned to use to attack
IDF soldiers (Palinfo Twitter account, October 20, 2017).
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Combined attacks
Overview
In combined attacks there is more than one type of activity involved (such as a vehicular
and a stabbing attack or a vehicular and a shooting attack). Sometimes a combined attack is
carried out in more than one arena, either simultaneously or sequentially. In most cases
combined attacks are not spontaneous and require precise preparations, and more than one
terrorist operative.
During 2017 there was a slight increase in the number of combined attacks. However,
their absolute number remained small, apparently because of the complexity of such
attacks. In 2017 five combined attacks were carried out, 6.1% of all the attacks,
compared with three attacks in 2016, or 2% of the total number. The most prominent
combined attack was a shooting and stabbing attack at the Nablus Gate in east Jerusalem,
carried out in two sites simultaneously. A Border Policewoman was killed in the attack
(June 16, 2017).
On a number of occasions terrorist attacks which were apparently planned as combined
attacks were prevented or disrupted. For example, terrorist operatives were who carried out
vehicular attacks were caught who also had knives (in most cases) or guns in their cars. They
planned to use the guns after the vehicular attack.

Monthly distribution of combined attacks, 2017
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Combined attacks carried out in 2017
The following were the prominent combined attacks of 2017:
February 9, 2017 – A Palestinian armed with an improvised machine gun opened
fire at passersby at the entrance to a market in Petah Tikva and a nearby bus stop.
He then shot at a bus and tried to stab a man with a screwdriver. He wounded seven
people. He escaped but was captured a short time later. The attacker was Sadeq
Nasser Abu Mazen, 18, from the village of Foqa al-Beita, south of Nablus (Felesteen,
February 12, 2017). According to the initial investigation, he operated independently
and without handling. The investigation also showed that a gun jammed, preventing
him from carrying out the mass-killing attack he had planned.

"Carlo" submachine gun used by the terrorist to carry out the attack
in Petah Tikvah (Facebook page of Beita for All, February 9, 2017)

April 29, 2017 – Palestinians threw an IED and fired shots at the Te'enim crossing
near Tulkarm. A search revealed more than 10 shell casings and a pipe bomb nearby.
Four Palestinians from the Tulkarm region were detained on suspicion of involvement
in the attack.
June 16, 2017 – Three Palestinian terrorists armed with knives and an improvised
sub-machine gun went to the area in front of the Cave of Zedekiah on Sultan
Suleiman Street (near the Nablus Gate). Two terrorist operatives, one armed with an
improvised sub-machine gun ("Carlo") and the other with a knife, tried to attack Israeli
security forces stationed there. The police shot and killed them. The other attack was
carried out near the Nablus Gate (a few hundred yards from the first). The third
Palestinian mortally stabbed a Border Policewoman. She was evacuated to a hospital
and later died. Another Border Policeman and two civilians were wounded by gunfire.
The terrorist was shot and killed by Israeli security forces.

015-18

30

The weapons used in the attacks. Right: "Carlo" submachine gun. Left: One of the knives in the
terrorist's possession (Facebook page of Shehab, June 16, 2017).

July 9, 2017 – A Palestinian drove out of the village of Teqo'a (southeast of
Bethlehem). Near the exit he increased his speed and raced towards a group of IDF
soldiers changing shifts at the guard house at the entrance to the village. He hit and
wounded one of the soldiers. He then drove into a railing, exited the vehicle holding a
knife and tried to stab the soldiers. He was shot and killed. He was Muhammad
Ibrahim Jibrin, 23, from Teqo'a.

Scene of the crime near Tekoa, southeast of Bethlehem
(Facebook page of QudsN, July 10, 2017).

November 17, 2017 – A Palestinian terrorist rammed his car into an Israeli civilian
at the Efrat Junction, slightly injuring him. He continued driving and hit another
Israeli at the Gush Etzion Junction, critically injuring him. The Palestinian then got out
of the car holding a knife and tried to stab an IDF officer securing the site. The terrorist
was shot and critically wounded. He was Izz al-Din Ibrahim Abu Ramishan Karaja, 17,
from Halhul (north of Hebron).
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Right: Scene of the vehicular attack at the Gush Etzion Junction. Left: The knife used in the
stabbing (Palinfo Twitter account, November 17, 2017).

Sites of terrorist attacks
Overview of popular terrorism in the leading sites
In 2017 greater Jerusalem continued to be the main site where terrorist attacks were
carried out (20 attacks). After the Jerusalem area the Binyamin region (Ramallah area),
where 15 terrorist attacks were carried out, then the Hebron region (14), Samaria and the
Nablus region (14), and Gush Etzion (8). Apparently preferred areas for terrorist attacks are
still urban areas with is a mixed population of Jews and Palestinians, and more friction on the
ground between Palestinians and Israelis.

Sites of terrorist attacks in 2017
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Sites of terrorist attacks in 2016
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Various sites
Greater Jerusalem has been the preferred site since the wave of popular terrorism
began in October 2015. During 2017, 20 terrorist attacks were carried out in the Jerusalem
area, compared with 29 terrorist attacks in 2016. Most of the attacks were carried out in areas
where there is an Israeli security force presence and there is friction between them and the
Palestinians (such as Nablus Gate, Qalandia checkpoint). In addition, there were
demonstrations, rallies and riots in Jerusalem. The Temple Mount incidents in July 2017 and
Donald Trump’s declaration of American recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel
(December 2017) also contributed to increasing tension in the Jerusalem area.
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Sheikh Mohammad Yassin, Sheikh Omar al-Kiswani, the director of al-Aqsa Mosque compound,
and Fatah’s East Jerusalem senior official Hatem Abd al-Qader holdi a protest prayer in front of
one of the Temple Mount gates (Palinfo Twitter account, July 19, 2017)

The Binyamin region (Ramallah area) – There were 15 terrorist attacks carried out in
the area. The Binyamin area comprises Israeli villages which are adjacent to Palestinian
villages. The roads in the area, used by Israeli vehicles, are targets for shooting attacks, stone
throwing and throwing of Molotov cocktails.
Hebron also continued to be a site of friction and terrorist attacks, even though its
relative importance has decreased a little. During the year 14 terrorist attacks were
carried out in the Hebron area. There is political, social and religious tension in Hebron and
its environs. Many of the terrorist attacks and the attempted attacks were carried out in the
area of the Cave of the Patriarchs, a holy site for Jews and Muslims where the friction level
between the populations is highest. There is also the large support enjoyed by Hamas in
the Hebron area and the basic hostility towards Israel and the Jews inherent to the
residents of the area.

Attacks inside Israel8
During the past year there was no significant change in the scope of terrorist attacks inside
Israel. In 2017, 11 terrorist attacks were carried out inside Israel, compared with 10 in 2016.
A relative increase in the number of terrorist attacks inside Israel has been one of the
characteristics of the wave of popular terrorism which started in October 2015. Since then the
number of attacks inside Israel has decreased, but it still remains higher than the number
of the popular terrorism attacks carried out before the current wave.
Most of the terrorist attacks carried out inside Israel were stabbing attacks, resulting in
three fatalities. Most of them were carried out by Palestinians in Israel illegally. In 2016 there
were ten terrorist attacks inside Israel, which claimed the lives of eight Israelis (out of 17
fatalities in terrorist attacks in 2016). An examination of the sites where the attacks were
carried out revealed that the attacks were not concentrated in one specific site but were
carried out in many places around Israel.

8

"Inside Israel" is defined as Israeli territory that does not include greater Jerusalem.
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Annual distribution of Terrorist attacks inside Israel, 2013 – 2017
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*Note: In October-December 2015 there were 20 terrorist attacks inside Israel. Until early
October, only one terrorist attack was carried out during 2015.

Details of the attacks inside Israel
Following are details of terrorist attacks in Israel in 2017:
January 3, 2017 – A man was shot and wounded on HaAtzmaut Street in Haifa.
About an hour later, another man was shot dead on Hagiborim Street in the city. Shots
were fired at a woman but she was not hit. The suspect of carrying out the attack was
Mohammad Shinawi, resident of the Haifa neighborhood of Halisa. According to the
indictment filed against him on January 30, 2017, the motive was nationalistic (Israel
Security Agency website, January 30, 2017).
February 9, 2017 – A Palestinian armed with an improvised weapon opened fire at
passersby at the entrance to an open market in Petah Tikva and a nearby bus stop.
He then shot at a bus and tried to stab a man with a screwdriver. Seven people were
wounded. The terrorist was Sadeq Nasser Abu Mazen. He fled the scene but was
caught shortly afterwards, slightly wounded. A preliminary investigation revealed that
because the weapon jammed, a mass-casualty attack he had planned to carry out was
prevented.
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Right: Sadeq Nasser Abu Mazen (Facebook, February 9, 2017). Left: Improvised “Carlo”
submachine gun used to carry out the terrorist attack in Petah Tikva
(Facebook, February 9, 2017)

March 27, 2017 – A woman was stabbed outside her home in Lod. A few days later
it turned out that the motive for the attack was nationalistic, and the perpetrator had
mental problems. The attacker, Malek Bassem Ismail Sa’adeh, 19, from Halhul
(Hebron area), was detained by the Israeli security forces. Interrogation revealed that
he was staying illegally in Lod and decided to carry out the attack because he was fed
up with his life (Israel Security Agency, April 3, 2017).
April 23, 2017 – An 18-year-old Palestinian stabbed three men and a woman at two
hotels on the Tel Aviv promenade. The four were slightly wounded. A police force
which arrived at the scene detained the assailant. Investigation revealed he was from
Nablus and had one-time permit to enter Israel, at the request of Natural Peace Tours,
an organization which arranges trips and visits to Israel for Palestinians. The
perpetrator was a mathematics student at al-Najah University in Nablus.
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Right: Perpetrator of the stabbing attack, Imad Darar al-Aghbar (NNPress, April 23, 2017). Left:
Photo from a video documenting the stabbing attack, from a security camera at a store in one of
the hotels (QUDSN Facebook page, April 24, 2017)

May 23, 2017 – A Palestinian stabbed a Border Policeman in the neck in Netanya,
slightly injuring him. The Palestinian was shot by the policeman and moderately
wounded. An initial police investigation revealed that the motive was nationalistic
(Israel Police, May 23, 2017).
July 24, 2017 – A Palestinian stabbed a man near the Petah Tikva central bus
station. The man, a resident of the Arab Israeli village of Ar’ara, was severely wounded.
The perpetrator, a 21-year-old Palestinian from Qalqilya who was staying in Israel
illegally, was detained for interrogation.
August 2, 2017 – A young Palestinian arrived at a supermarket in Yavne. When he
noticed the deputy manager of the store, who was arranging the products on the
shelves, he attacked him with a knife. The deputy manager tried to fight back.
However, the terrorist stabbed him repeatedly and the deputy manager was seriously
wounded. The terrorist was apprehended by the security forces. According to
Palestinian media, the terrorist who carried out the stabbing attack was Isma'il
Ibrahim Abu Aram (al-Nuamin), 19, from the village of Yatta, south of Hebron.
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Right: Video from a security camera documenting the stabbing attack (YouTube, August 2, 2017).
Left: The terrorist who carried out the attack (Nablus Al-Hadath Facebook page, August 2, 2017)

October 4, 2017 – The body of a man about seventy years old was found in a
building in Kfar Qassem, with many stab wounds. Paramedics who arrived at the
scene pronounced him dead. The victim was a resident of Elkana who had a warehouse
in the industrial zone of the Israeli village of Kfar Qassem. On October 8, 2017, the Israel
Security Agency announced that it had detained two Palestinians from Qabatiya for
involvement in the murder. According to the announcement, the motive was
nationalistic, and it was a terrorist attack.
October 11, 2017 – Border Policemen detained a Palestinian who was in Israel
illegally. The Palestinian, who violently resisted the detention, pulled out a knife and
tried to stab the soldiers. He was detained for questioning (Red Alert Facebook page,
October 11, 2017).
October 20, 2017 – Israeli policemen traced a truck suspected of having been
stolen in the Beit Dagan area and called on the driver to stop. The truck driver drove
towards Rishon LeZion, hitting a private car and a police car. Finally, the Palestinian,
39, from the Ramallah area, was detained. During interrogation he said that he had
stolen a truck in Holon and intended to carry out a vehicular attack against soldiers in
central Israel.
November 30, 2017 – A solider waiting in the Israeli southern city of Arad during
the evening hours for a ride to his base was stabbed to death in the back by two people
who stole his weapon and fled. About a day later two Bedouins, about 20 years old,
were detained on suspicion of the murder. Investigation revealed that the motive had
been nationalistic.
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Profile of terrorists who carry out attacks
Of 82 terrorist attacks carried out during the year, the ITIC has information about 81
perpetrators.9 An analysis of their’ profiles reveals that in 2017 as in previous years, most of
them were men (70, or 86% of the perpetrators of the attacks). Eleven were women, or
about 14% of the perpetrators. Most of the women carried out stabbing attacks. In addition,
many women were caught before they managed to carry out attacks (mostly in incidents
where knives were found in their possession while they were waiting at check points).

14%

Men
Women

86%

Of the terrorist attacks carried out during 2017, the ITIC knows the age of only 53
perpetrators. As in previous years, most of the perpetrators were young men and boys
aged 14-20. Most of them had no record of involvement in terrorist attacks or
membership in any of the terrorist organizations. Most of the terrorist attacks were carried
out by lone wolf operatives, who used readily available cold weapons (such as knives,
other sharp objects, or cars).

Regarding the rest, either they were detained and no details were disclosed about them, or they fled
the scene.

9
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Distribution by age of the perpetrators
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In ITIC assessment, as in previous years, most of the terrorists had nationalistic and
sometimes religious motives (defending al-Aqsa Mosque). Some of them had personal
issues. Most of the perpetrators arrived at the scene of the attack from adjacent sites, so
there is a great deal of overlap between the sites of the attacks and the origin of the
terrorists. Most of the perpetrators were Palestinian residents of Judea and Samaria.
Exceptions to the common profile were six Israeli Arabs (three from Umm al-Fahm, one from
Haifa, and two Bedouins from the Negev) and a Jordanian citizen.

Right: Post of a funeral uploaded by a terrorist a few hours
before leaving to carry out a stabbing attack at Tapuach Junction. He wrote
that he was eager to have such a funeral (Facebook, August 19, 2017)
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Deadliness of popular terrorism
Popular terrorism is deadly, in spite of public statements by Mahmoud Abbas (and other
officials) that it is “peaceful popular resistance.” In 2016 18 people were killed in popular
terrorism attacks, civilians and military personnel, compared with 17 people killed in 2016.
The most deadly modus operandi in 2017 was vehicular attacks. Vehicular attacks caused
five fatalities, representing 12.2% of the total number of terrorist attacks, followed by
shooting attacks (about 24.4% of the total), which caused six fatalities. Stabbing attacks,
constituting 56.1%, caused six fatalities.

Breakdown of fatalities by types of attacks in 2017
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Exposure of terrorist networks and prevention of
terrorist attacks
Overview
During 2017, the Israeli security forces prevented several dozen terrorist attacks, mainly
stabbing attacks. At the same time, the security forces exposed terrorist networks,
mainly belonging to Hamas. Many of the terrorist squads exposed were organized and
directed from the Gaza Strip or from abroad, and intended to carry out showcase
attacks. Among them were suicide bombing attacks and abductions of civilians and
soldiers. The Palestinian security services contributed to the prevention of attacks. The
Israeli security forces prevented Hamas’s transformation of popular terrorism into an
armed intifada of more aggressive types of attacks (such as suicide bombing attacks or
abductions).
At a briefing before the Israeli Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, Israel
Security Agency Chief Nadav Argaman cited the increase in the number of foiled attacks
as the reason for the decrease in the scope of the terrorist attacks in 2017. He said that
during 2017 the Israel Security Agency had prevented thwarted 400 “significant terrorist
attacks.” Among the attacks prevented were 8 abductions, 13 suicide bombings, 94
stabbing or vehicular attacks. In addition, 228 shooting attacks were prevented, and 50
instances of IED attackss.

Exposures and attacks foiled
Following are several examples of exposures and terrorist attacks foiled during 2017:
April 201 – In an Israeli security force operation several Palestinians were
detained on suspicion of involvement in shooting at an IDF force on April 29, 2017,
at the Jabara checkpoint near Tulkarm. Two of the detainees were operatives of the
Palestinian Authority security services. One of the operatives of them had served a
prison term in an Israeli jail and was released in the Gilad Shalit prisoner exchange
deal. Interrogation revealed that before the shooting attack at the Jabara checkpoint,
they had carried out seven attacks against IDF forces. Two additional attempts to carry
out attacks failed. The detainees planned to acquire a “quality weapon” and carry
out additional terrorist attacks. The weapon was not acquired due to financing
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problems. During the investigation, many weapons were seized, including two
improvised assault rifles and pipe bombs (Israel Security Agency, May 28, 2017).
May 2017 – Four Palestinian residents of the Askar refugee camp in Nablus were
detained. They planned to carry out a combined terrorist attack which included
planting an IED and shooting at IDF forces on the road to Alon Moreh. During
investigation, the Israeli security forces exposed a laboratory for manufacturing IEDs
and improvised weapons. In addition, many weapons in the detainees’ possession
were siezed (Israel Security Agency, May 17, 2017).
July 2017 – The Israeli security forces at the Mazmuriya checkpoint (Tekoa-Har
Homa road, south of Bethlehem) noticed a vehicle that arrived at the checkpoint and
intended to enter Israeli territory. The Israeli security forces noticed that the front and
rear license plates were different. They instructed the vehicle to stop and ordered the
men inside to step out of the vehicle. There were six Palestinians inside the vehicle. A
search of the vehicle revealed a bag containing stun grenades, Molotov cocktails
and knives. A preliminary investigation revealed that the Palestinians had
intended to drive to Jerusalem and carry out an attack (Israel Police
Spokesperson’s Office, July 4, 2017).

The bag found inside the vehicle, with stun grenades, Molotov cocktails
and knives (Israeli Police Spokesperson’s Office, July 4, 2017)

October-November 2017 – A squad of Hamas operatives from the village of Tell
(near Nablus) was exposed. Its operatives were involved in planning an abduction of
a soldier or a civilian from the bus stops at one of the main junctions near Nablus
in Samaria. The squad's activities were directed and financed by Hamas’ military
headquarters in the Gaza Strip. The terrorist attack was intended to promote
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negotiations for the release of security prisoners jailed in Israel. The squad operatives
had been in contact with an operative of Hamas’ military wing and a member of
Hamas’ headquarters in the Gaza Strip. According to the plan, the squad operatives
were supposed to disguise themselves as Israeli settlers and pick up the abductee.
In preparation for the terrorist attack, they collected information about roads, pick-up
stops and central junctions. They also checked on possible safe houses in the Nablus
area. When the suspects were detained, a gun, an electric shocker and tear gas were
seized (Israel Security Agency website, December 13, 2017).
November 2017 – Five Palestinians were detained in Judea and Samaria,
operatives of a terrorist squad which intended to carry out terrorist attacks on
instructions from a Hamas operative from the Gaza Strip. Interrogation revealed
that behind the squad was Abdallah Arar, a Hamas operative who had been
involved in the abduction and murder of the late Sasson Nuriel.10 He was deported
to the Gaza Strip as part of the Gilad Shalit prisoner exchange deal and returned to
engage in terrorist activity (Israel Security Agency spokesperson’s office, January 1,
2018).

Incendiary bomb found by the Israeli security forces on road 450,
between Neve Tzuf and Nahaliel in Binyamin. The IED was planted in a baby
food package. It was supposed to be detonated by a remote phone
(PALInfo Twitter account, HNN website, Israeli TV Channel 20, February 3, 2017)

On September 21, 2005, while working at a factory in Mishor Adumim, two Hamas operatives,
Abdallah Arar and Ali Qadi, offered Sasson Nuriel a ride to Ar-Ram (north of Jerusalem) to buy a coffee
machine. During the ride, he was kidnapped at gun point and was driven to Ramallah. He was taken to
a safe house, where he was photographed and forced to state he had been abducted by Hamas and his
release was contingent on the release of Palestinian prisoners. The abductors, who were afraid of
being discovered by the Israeli security forces if they tried to keep him alive, drove him to a garbage
dump in Bitunya, where Sa’id Shalalda stabbed him to death and buried his body.

10
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During 2017, Israeli security forces foiled many attempts to establish terrorist
infrastructure in Judea and Samaria and smuggle funds. The following are several
examples:
An attempt by Hamas to establish a network of operatives in Judea and
Samaria was exposed in January 16, 2017, upon the detention of 13 Hamas operatives
in the Ramallah area. Among the detainees was Ahmad Mubarak, a Hamas member
of the Palestinian Legislative Council. Funds, vehicles and a large quantity of
propaganda materials belonging to Hamas were seized. The terrorist infrastructure,
which operated in the Ramallah area, served as Hamas' regional headquarters and
worked to reinforce its presence in Judea and Samaria. The network operatives
engaged in da'wah activity (Islamic preaching), gave economic aid to prisoners and to
families of terrorists, and supported Hamas’ student cell. They also disseminated
propaganda materials and organized mass rallies. Their activities were funded by
Hamas officials abroad and in the Gaza Strip (Israel Security Agency Spokesperson’s
Office, January 16, 2017).
In February 2017, the Israeli security forces detained Malek Nizar Yusuf Qazmar,
born in 1994, from the Qalqilya area. Interrogation revealed that he had recently been
living in Turkish Cyprus. In 2015, while in Jordan, he was recruited to Hamas. In
January 2016 he was sent by Hamas for military training to a training camp in
Syria, where he learned to make IEDs and explosives. In January 2017, before he
returned to Judea and Samaria, he met in Istanbul with Hamas operatives who
instructed him to recruit more Hamas operatives from among the residents of
Judea and Samaria. He received memory cards from his handlers with encrypted
security instructions and information to help him carry out the missions he was
entrusted with (Israel Security Agency, April 4, 2017).

Counter-activity against incitement for terrorism
The Israel Security Agency took action against 1,100 potential lone wolf terrorists. In
most cases, they were Palestinians who uploaded suspicious posts to social media. Only
about 20% of them were detained. Some of the suspects were handed over to the Palestinian
security services to be dealt with (Haaretz, December 24, 2017).
In late July 2017, the Jerusalem District Attorney’s Office filed an indictment against
five east Jerusalem residents for inciting terrorism, calling for carrying out a terrorist

015-18

45
attack, and other felonies. Three of them were accused of issuing calls to carry out acts of
violence on Facebook after the Temple Mount terrorist attack on July 14, 2017.
One of the defendants, 19, from New Anata, was accused that beginning in September
2014, on several occasions he posted calls to his Facebook page for acts of violence and
terrorism against Israeli civilians and security forces, as well as praise for Hamas and its
military wing. After the terrorist attack on the Temple Mount, he uploaded posts to Facebook
inciting violence. Another defendant, 21, from Abu Tor, was accused of uploading posts to
his Facebook page, following the Temple Mount terrorist attack, praising the attack and
calling for more (Globes, July 31, 2017).

Demonstrations and riots
Overview
Throughout 2017, demonstrations, protest rallies, riots and clashes with Israeli security
forces in Judea, Samaria and east Jerusalem continued. In most cases, confrontations
were relatively limited in scale. That was due mainly to the careful policy of the Israeli
security forces regarding the procedure for opening fire. In addition, the PA (which supports
popular terrorism) had an ongoing interest to keep the demonstrations under control.
Nevertheless there were casualties in the clashes between the Israeli security forces and the
Palestinian rioters.
Regarding demonstrations and riots in 2017, for the most part the willingness of the
Palestinian public to participate in the riots was relatively low. Only a few thousand
participated in the rallies, and sometimes only hundreds or a few dozen Palestinians took
part in various sites (at the same time, weekly demonstrations and riots continued in several
“traditional” sites). During 2017 there were three events in which the Palestinian public
was called upon to participate in demonstrations and protest rallies, and during those
events there was a major increase in the number of participants. However, even those
events could not attract many participants for a long time, and they waned after several
weeks.

Prominent events
Following are three examples of prominent events:
April-May 2017 – Following the hunger strike of the Palestinian security
prisoners in Israeli jails. During this period, which lasted for about forty days, the
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Palestinian leadership managed to organize demonstrations and riots that included
hundreds of Palestinians who took to the streets to protest in solidarity with the
prisoners who were on a hunger strike.

Confrontations and riots in Hebron in solidarity with the Palestinian prisoners
on hunger strike in Israeli jails (Shehab Facebook page, May 22, 2017)

July 2017 (the Temple Mount incidents) – After a terrorist attack on the Temple
Mount in which two Israeli Border Policemen were killed, the Israeli security forces
closed the Temple Mount to worshipers. Those who wished to enter the compound had
to pass through a metal detector, to which the Palestinians objected, and thousands of
Palestinian demonstrators took to the streets.

Mass prayer in front of the entrance to the Lions Gate in Jerusalem, on the
morning of July 27, 2017 (QUDSN Facebook page, July 27, 2017)

December 2017 – The declaration by Donald Trump of American recognition of
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel triggered calls by PA and Fatah leaders to hold
protest demonstrations. Subsequently, protest rallies took place, where thousands of
Palestinians participated in several sites. However, after several weeks, the protest
waned.

015-18

47

Demonstration at al-Aqsa Mosque triggered by Trump’s declaration (WAFA, December 8, 2017)

Throwing stones and Molotov cocktails
During the riots, stones and Molotov cocktails were thrown at the Israeli security
forces. Stones were also thrown at private cars, buses and sometimes even rescue
vehicles driving on the roads of Judea and Samaria. Positions and outposts of Israeli
security forces were also targeted.
The ITIC does not possess information on the exact number of those terrorist attacks, but
in ITIC assessment, there are many dozens and sometimes a few hundred incidents of
stones and Molotov cocktails thrown every month.11 Although the ITIC does not define such
incidents as significant terrorist attacks, they may wound or even kill civilians and security
forces personnel. On several occasions, passengers were wounded (most of them not
seriously) and cars were damaged.

Right: Israeli vehicle which was hit by a stone thrown by Palestinians near Deir Abu Masha’l,
northwest of Ramallah (Palinfo Twitter account, May 19, 2017). Left: Israeli vehicle hit by a stone
near the village of Nabi Elias, east of Qalqilya (QudsN Facebook page, July 10, 2017)

Thus, according to monthly statistics of the Israel Security Agency in December 2017, a total of 219
Molotov cocktails were thrown; in November – 72; and in October – 58 Molotov cocktails (Israel
Security Agency website).
11
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Right: Israeli vehicle hit by stones thrown by Palestinians on Road 443, between Modiin and
Jerusalem (PALINFO Twitter account, July 22, 2017). Left: Israeli vehicle hit by a stone near Deir
Nizam, west of Ramallah (Shehab Facebook page, November 13, 2017)
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Section Two: Terrorism from the Gaza Strip
Rocket fire into Israel
Overview
In 2017 there was a 50% increase in the scope of rocket fire into Israel. During the year, 31
rocket hits were identified in Israeli territory, 22 of which had been fired from the Gaza
Strip and nine from the Sinai Peninsula. That compares with 15 rocket hits into Israeli
territory in 2016, which was the quietest year since the Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip in
2007. In addition, in 2017 there were several incidents of mortar shells and rockets fired
at Israel that fell inside the Gaza Strip.12 The IDF responded to most of the incidents with
airstrikes against Hamas military targets in the Gaza Strip, since Israel holds Hamas
responsible for any attack from the Gaza Strip.

Monthly Distribution of Rocket fire, 2017
A total of 31 rockets,
nine of which were
fired from the Sinai
Peninsula.
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These incidents are not included in the statistical monitoring of rocket attacks by the ITIC.
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Annual distribution of rocket fire from the Gaza Strip,
2006-2017
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Most of the rockets fired at Israel in 2017 were short-range and fell in open areas or near
cities and towns in the western Negev. There were no casualties, but minor damage was
caused to property. Incidents during the year, such as those at the Temple Mount and the
destruction of Hamas and PIJ terrorist tunnels by Israel, did not lead to a significant
increase in rocket fire from the Gaza Strip. On the other hand, Donald Trump's Jerusalem
declaration led to a significant increase in rocket fire during December 2017 (at least 11
identified hits).
Rocket fire from the Sinai Peninsula was carried out by ISIS’s Sinai Province. Six
rockets were fired in February, one in April and two in October 2017. The rockets from the
Gaza Strip were fired by so-called rogue organizations, mainly Salafist-jihadi
organizations that occasionally attempted to challenge Hamas (sometimes due to
pressure exerted by Hamas, such as detaining their operatives). Only a few of the incidents of
rocket fire from the Gaza Strip were initially followed by claims of responsibility, mainly by
Salafist-jihadi networks in the Gaza Strip.
Despite the increase in rocket fire in 2017, the number of hits in Israeli territory in 2017,
and in 2015 and 2016 as well, was lower than in the years that preceded Operation
Protective Edge. The relatively low incidence of rocket fire is primarily a result of Hamas’s
continued policy of restraint, which was imposed on the rogue organizations. However,
the increase in the number of launches in December 2017 may indicate that Hamas’s ability
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to aggressively and stringently enforce its policy on the rogue organizations has decreased
over the past year.
In ITIC assessment, Hamas’ policy of restraint in 2017 had many strategic motivations.
The main considerations were Israel’s ongoing deterrence after Operation Protective Edge
and Hamas’ interest in continuing its military buildup, with an emphasis on developing its
network of tunnels penetrating into Israeli territory and its rocket systems, without significant
interference from Israel. The internal Palestinian attempts at reconciliation (which are stalled
for the time being), Hamas’s desire to improve its relations with Egypt, and its desire to
rehabilitate the civilian infrastructure and improve Gaza’s difficult economic situation have
also contributed to Hamas’s policy of restraint and caution towards Israel.

Rocket fire incidents
The most noteworthy rocket fire incidents in 2017 took place in the weeks following the
Trump declaration. In December 2017, close to 30 rockets were launched from the Gaza
Strip, at least 11 of which fell in Israeli territory.13 Most of these incidents were not
followed by claims of responsibility. Following are the details of rocket fire in December 2017:
December 8, 2017 – A number of rockets were launched from the Gaza Strip into
Israel. One rocket exploded in the city of Sderot. The rocket fell in a parking lot,
damaging several vehicles. The wreckage of another rocket was later discovered on
the grounds of a kindergarten. The rocket caused damage to the building. Another
rocket was intercepted by the Iron Dome aerial defense system. Several more rockets
landed in the Gaza Strip. A Salafist network called the Tawhid (“Unity of Allah”)
Brigades claimed responsibility for the rocket fire. According to the claim, the rocket
fire was a response to Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel (ICS
News Twitter account, December 8, 2017).

According to Israeli media reports and Israeli security sources, between 14 and 16 rockets landed in
Israeli territory. The ITIC data (11 hits) is based on a daily count of information regarding rocket hits.
The data does not include mortar shells and rockets that fell inside the Gaza Strip. In early 2018
(January and the first half of February), sporadic rocket fire at Israel continued.
13
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Kindergarten in Sderot hit by rocket fire from the Gaza Strip
(Israel Police, December 8, 2017)

December 11, 2017 – In the evening, a rocket was fired at the city of Ashqelon. The
Iron Dome aerial defense system intercepted the rocket. A rocket fired earlier landed in
an open area near the security fence in the southern Gaza Strip. There were no
casualties and no damage was reported.
December 17, 2017 – Two rockets fired from the Gaza Strip landed in Israeli
territory. One fell near a residential building in a village in the Ashqelon region.
There were no casualties but the building and vehicles were damaged. Another rocket
landed in an open area.
December 13, 2017 – Three rockets were fired at Israel. Two were intercepted by
the Iron Dome aerial defense system near the city of Sderot. Another rocket landed in
an open area in the western Negev. Three people were slightly wounded in Sderot.
Two other people were treated for shock. No damage was reported.
Additional incidents during 2017 include:
February 8, 2017 – Four Grad rockets were fired from the Sinai Peninsula towards
the city of Eilat. Three of them were intercepted by the Iron Dome aerial defense
system. Another rocket landed in an open area several kilometers northwest of the city
of Eilat. It was the first incident of rocket fire at the city of Eilat since Operation
Protective Edge. ISIS’s Sinai Province claimed responsibility for the rocket fire.
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Right: A rocket which fell in an open area near the city of Eilat (Palinfo Twitter account,
February 8, 2017). Left: Claim of responsibility for the rocket fire by ISIS’s Sinai Province
(Haqq, February 9, 2017)

February 20, 2017 – Two rockets were fired at Israel from the Sinai Peninsula and
fell in an open area near the Egyptian border. There were no casualties and no
damage was reported. The day before the rockets were fired, ISIS’s Sinai Province
claimed that an Israeli drone had hit a car and killed five ISIS operatives in the village of
Shibana, in southern Rafah (Amaq News Agency, February 19, 2017).
March 15, 2017 – A rocket was fired at Israel, falling in an open area in the western
Negev. There were no casualties and no damage was reported. A Salafist organization
claimed responsibility for the rocket fire, demanding the release of its operatives
detained in prisons in the Gaza Strip (www.paldf.net, March 16, 2017). Several Twitter
accounts posted an announcement on behalf of the Salafi Ibn Taymiyyah Media Center
claiming that two “blessed” rockets had hit Ashqelon.
April 10, 2017 – A rocket was fired from the Sinai Peninsula at the western Negev.
It landed in a greenhouse, causing damage. ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack.
The claim of responsibility read as follows, “The Islamic State fighters fired a Grad
rocket at settlements in the Jewish Eshkol area in southern Palestine” (Amaq News
Agency, April 10, 2017).
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Right: Rocket fired from the Sinai Peninsula that landed in a greenhouse in the western Negev
(Ma’an News Agency, April 10, 2017). ISIS’s claim of responsibility for firing a Grad rocket
(Amaq News Agency, April 10, 2017)

June 26, 2017 – A rocket hit was identified in an open area in the western Negev. No
casualties or damage were reported (IDF Spokesperson’s Twitter account, June 26,
2017). A Salafist-jihadi network calling itself Descendants of the Companions of the
Prophet [Muhammad] claimed responsibility for the rocket fire. According to the
claim, the rocket was fired at the Israeli city of Netivot and was part of the ongoing
jihad against the Jews, who are the enemies of Allah (Twitter account of the Filastin alHadath Agency, June 26, 2017).

Claim of responsibility for the rocket fire, similar in graphic design to ISIS
announcements (Facebook page of the palhadth.com website, June 26, 2017)

October 15, 2017 – Two rockets were fired from the northern Sinai Peninsula into
Israeli territory. The rockets landed in open areas in the western Negev. There were no
casualties and no damage was caused. The rockets were fired by operatives of ISIS’s
Sinai Province. According to ISIS’s announcement, the shooting was part of a large-
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scale attack by the organization aimed primarily at the Egyptian security forces in
northern Sinai Peninsula (Haqq, October 16, 2017).

Mortar shell fire
During 2017 there were several incidents of mortar shell fire from the Gaza Strip into
Israeli territory. Two noteworthy mortar fire incidents were:
December 29, 2017 – Three mortar shells were fired at a gathering in a community
on the Gaza Strip border attending a ceremony marking the birthday of the late
Oron Shaul. Two mortar shells were intercepted by the Iron Dome aerial defense
system. Another mortar shell landed in a village in the western Negev, damaging a
building.

Right: Israeli civilians prostrate on the ground when mortar shells were fired during a ceremony
marking the birthday of the late soldier Oron Shaul (YouTube, December 29, 2017). Left: Damage
caused to a house by one of the mortar shells (Palinfo Twitter account, December 29, 2017).

November 30, 2017 – An unusually large barrage of around 10 mortar shells was
fired at an IDF post and at military forces setting up a new fence in the area of
Kibbutz Erez (north of Gaza Strip). The mortar shells landed in an open area. No
casualties or damage were reported. According to Israeli security officials, the shells
were fired by the PIJ in response to the destruction of its tunnel and the killing of
12 of its operatives (October 30, 2017).
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Incidents along the Gaza-Israel border
In 2017 there were a few isolated attacks along the border between Israel and the Gaza
Strip, targeting IDF forces. Most of the incidents involved shooting at security forces
carrying out routine security activity or at farmers working in the fields near the border. One
incident was an attempt to plant IEDs near the security fence. There were no casualties in
the incidents. The scope and severity of these incidents were low compared to 2016.14
The details of the incidents are as follows:
Early February 2017 – In the southern Gaza Strip, snipers fired at an IDF force
operating near the security fence. No casualties or damage were reported. IDF tanks
fired three shells at the source of the shooting.
March 2, 2017 – Light arms were fired at a tractor working east of the security
fence near one of the villages in the western Negev. There were no casualties. The
tractor was damaged.
March 3, 2017 – Israeli security forces identified two Palestinians planting a
suspicious object near the security fence in the northern Gaza Strip. The security forces
fired at them. On March 7, 2017, during an operational activity near the border fence,
an IDF force neutralized two IEDs that had been planted near the fence.

IED that was planted on the border fence in the northern Gaza Strip
(IDF Spokesperson, March 7, 2017)

On April 27, 2017, small arms were fired at IDF soldiers who were engaged in
ongoing security activity near the border fence in the southern Gaza Strip. No
casualties or damage were reported.

See the ITIC’s Information Bulletin from February 2, 2017: “Palestinian Terrorism against Israel, 2016:
Types and Trends and Data”
14
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On October 11, 2017, small arms were fired at an IDF force engaged in routine
work near the border fence in the southern Gaza Strip. The force returned fire at a
number of Palestinians who had been identified at the site. There were no casualties.
Damage was reported.

Demonstrations and riots near the border security fence
Demonstrations by residents of the Gaza Strip near the border fence, which began in
the period following Operation Pillar of Defense, continued in 2017. Most of the
demonstrations take place on Fridays after prayers at the mosques. In contrast to previous
years, the number of participants was small, save on a few unusual occasions (see
below). The demonstrations were usually attended by a few dozen Palestinians who
gathered every week at a number of sites near the border between Israel and the Gaza
Strip. The demonstrators initiated confrontations with IDF forces and in several instances
some of them were wounded by IDF fire.15 As in the case of rocket fire, Hamas acted as a
restraining force with regard to the demonstrations. It allowed them to be held, but at the
same time it prevented them from getting out of control.
During the year there were a number of events that drew a larger number of residents to
demonstrations near the border. A noteworthy event was in June 2017, after Mahmoud
Abbas announced sanctions against the Gaza Strip. As a result, the Hamas-affiliated
National Authority to Break the Siege called on the residents of the Gaza Strip to hold
demonstrations near the Israeli border under the slogan “the warning of rage” (al-Aqsa, June
1, 2017).
Following the call, demonstrations were held continuously for several weeks at a
number of locations (determined by Hamas), with the participation of several hundred
Palestinians in each site. The demonstrators burned tires and threw stones at IDF forces (alAqsa TV’s Twitter account, June 2, 2017). Senior Hamas figures also participated in some of
the demonstrations. There were also mass demonstrations on the Gaza Strip border
following the events on the Temple Mount (the metal detector crisis) in the wake of Trump's
declaration.

According to a report by United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(UNOCHA), there was a significant drop in the number of Palestinians killed by Israel in 2017. According
to the report, 14 Palestinians were killed in 2017, compared with 109 in 2016 (UNOCHA website,
December 28, 2017).

15
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Right: Demonstration in east Jabaliya (Shehab Agency’s Facebook page, June 9, 2017). Left:
Fathi Hamad, a member of the Hamas political bureau, at a demonstration east of Jabaliya
(Khabar Press, June 9, 2017)

Demonstrations on the border between the Gaza Strip and Israel (Shehab website, July 2, 2017;
Palinfo’s Twitter account, July 10, 2017)

IDF attacks on tunnels penetrating into Israeli territory
At the end of 2017, the IDF attacked and hit two tunnels penetrating into Israeli territory
(two more were attacked in early 2018). Three apparently belonged to Hamas and one to the
PIJ. Tunnels penetrating Israel are regarded by Hamas and the PIJ as a strategic project in
which many resources (money, cement and manpower) have been invested since Operation
Protective Edge. By means of the tunnels, the organizations planned to surprise Israel by
penetrating deep into its territory in order to attack and/or abduct military personnel and
civilians. Therefore, the damage to the tunnels and the potential for further damage
constitute a severe blow to both the morale and the image of Hamas and the PIJ.
Following are the attacks on tunnels in late 2017:
October 30, 2017: The IDF Spokesperson announced that IDF forces had blown up
a terrorist tunnel under construction and penetrated Israeli territory near Kissufim.
The operation was initiated by the IDF and carried out in a controlled manner. The
IDF reported that it had monitored the construction of the tunnel for quite some time.
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The tunnel belonged to the PIJ. A total of 12 Palestinians were killed in the blast: 10
PIJ operatives and two operatives of Hamas’s elite (nukhba) unit.

Right: Explosion of the tunnel east of Khan Yunis
(Palinfo’s Twitter account, October 3, 2017)

Five operatives of the military wing of the PIJ who were killed (from left to right): Arafat Murshid
Abu Abdallah, commander of the Central Camps Brigade of the PIJ’s military wing; Hassan
Ramadan Abu Hassanein, deputy commander of the Central Camps Brigade of the PIJ’s military
wing; Hussam Jihad al-Samiri, Ahmad Mahmoud Abu Armana and Omar Nassar al-Falit,
operatives in the Central Camps Brigade (Al-Quds Battalions website, October 30, 2017).

In early December 2017, IDF forces uncovered a tunnel belonging to Hamas’s
military wing, which penetrated into Israeli territory from the Khan Yunis area.
The IDF said its forces had monitored the digging of the tunnel even before it crossed
the border with Israel by means of unique capabilities combining technology,
intelligence and operational ability. On the night of December 9, 2017, the
decision was taken to neutralize the tunnel, which was already in an advanced
stages of construction. According to the IDF Spokesperson, the current tunnel
penetrated Israeli territory more deeply than the previous tunnel (which was
blown up on October 30, 2017). The IDF Spokesperson noted that Hamas attached
importance to this tunnel and invested considerable resources in it (IDF Spokesperson,
December 10, 2017).
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Following are details of two attacks (one of which requires verification) on tunnels
penetrating into Israel that were carried out in early 2018:
On January 3, 2018, a rocket and a number of mortar shells were fired from the
Gaza Strip at Israel. The IDF Spokesperson stated that in response to the rocket fire,
Israel Air Force aircraft attacked a “main terrorist infrastructure” in the Gaza Strip.
The Israeli media interpreted "infrastructure" as "tunnel." The Palestinian media
claimed the aircraft had attacked an agricultural area east of Rafah.
On the night of January 13, 2018, Israeli aircraft attacked a target in eastern Rafah,
near the Israeli-Egyptian border. At the same time, Israel announced the closure of the
Kerem Shalom crossing. The following day, the IDF reported that a tunnel one and a
half kilometers in length had been attacked. The tunnel was dug from the Rafah
area in the Gaza Strip towards the Egyptian side. The route of the tunnel crossed the
border of the security fence into Israeli territory, passing under the Kerem Shalom
crossing near the gas and diesel fuel pipeline supplying energy to the residents of
the Gaza Strip. According to IDF sources, the tunnel endangered the continued
operation of the Kerem Shalom crossing, the only crossing for goods into the Gaza
Strip. Tens of thousands of tons of goods pass through the crossing en route to the
Gaza Strip every day.

The tunnel whose route passed under the Kerem Shalom crossing. This is a
major goods crossing. Thousands of tons of food, medical equipment and building
materials intended for the residents of the Gaza Strip pass through the crossing on a
daily basis (IDF Spokesperson’s Facebook page, January 14, 2018)
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Section Three: The involvement of Salafist-jihadi
organizations in terrorist activity
Judea and Samaria
In 2017 as well, ISIS was unable to establish itself in Judea and Samaria and to play a role
in the Palestinian terrorist attacks, primarily because of the lack of attractiveness of ISIS’s
Salafist-jihad ideology for the Palestinians. The Palestinians aspire to conduct their
struggle against Israel in their own territory and not in foreign fields.
After the attack at the Damascus Gate in which a Border Policewoman was killed (June 16,
2017), ISIS’s Amaq News Agency issued an announcement claiming that the attack in
Jerusalem had been carried out by the so-called Lions of the Caliphate. The announcement
also included a threat that it was not the last operation and that the Jews should expect their
country to be destroyed by the Soldiers of the Caliphate. It was the first time that ISIS
claimed responsibility for carrying out an attack in Israeli territory in general and
Jerusalem in particular. The announcement was apparently false. The families of the
terrorists who carried out the attack and the residents of the village where the terrorists lived
denied any connection with ISIS.
On August 18, 2017, Israel Police detained a resident of Hebron who had previously
lived in the Shuafat refugee camp. He was detained for inciting violence and supporting a
terrorist organization on his Facebook page. During interrogation he admitted that he
supported ISIS and that he had distributed videos about the organization’s activities in
various countries and videos of the murder of opponents.
On February 26, 2017, ISIS announced that Sayid Ibrahim Mahmoud Slit, a 30-year-old
Palestinian from Jenin, had been killed in an International Coalition airstrike on an ISIS
position in Syria. According to the announcement, Ibrahim Slit, who had a degree in
chemistry from the Arab-American University in Jenin, had fought in the ranks of ISIS for
more than a year. His family was notified of his death. It is unusual for Palestinians from
Judea and Samaria to travel to Syria or Iraq in order to fight in the ranks of ISIS.
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Gaza Strip
On the other hand, in the Gaza Strip, Salafi-jihadi organizations, including those affiliated
with ISIS, have more influence. Their principal activities in 2017 were:
Rocket and mortar shell fire into Israeli territory, challenging Hamas’ policy (see
the section on rocket fire from the Gaza Strip).
Fighting in the ranks of ISIS in Syria and Iraq (the names of several Gazans killed
in battle were published during 2017).

Right: Izz al-Din Abu Hamam, resident of the al-Shati refugee camp in Gaza, who was killed
fighting in the ranks of ISIS in the city of Al-Raqqah, Syria (Facebook page of the city of Rafah,
July 2, 2017). Left: Poster published by the ISIS-affiliated al-Nusra al-Maqdissiya Institution,
about the death of Alaa’ Urfa Awad in the fighting in Mosul (Telegram, June 24, 2017)

A number of operatives from the Gaza Strip, including former Hamas military
wing operatives, joined the ranks of ISIS’s Sinai Province (a squad of former Hamas
operatives was involved in a terrorist attack on Egyptian soldiers in which 23 soldiers
were killed, July 7, 2017).

The three ISIS operatives from the Gaza Strip who were reportedly among the perpetrators of an
attack on July 7, 2017, south of Egyptian Rafah, in which 23 Egyptian soldiers were killed
(Saham Facebook page, July 8, 2017)
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Israeli Arabs
In 2017 the involvement of Israeli civilians in ISIS activity was again exposed, although
the number of Israeli civilians involved was lower than in previous years. The fall of the
Islamic State in Syria and Iraq and the difficulty of traveling to Syria and Iraq (due to
measures taken by the neighboring countries, led by Turkey) have apparently reduced the
ability and motivation of Israeli Arabs to fight in the ranks of ISIS.
In early January 2017, Israeli security forces detained Anas Haj Yahya, 35, an Israeli
citizen from Taibe, on suspicion of planning to carry out terrorist activity in Israel.
Interrogation revealed he had pledged allegiance to ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, and
had considered going to Syria to fight in the ranks of the organization. Interrogation also
revealed that he had planned to set up a terrorist cell for ISIS that would carry out attacks in
Israel, and had tried to recruit additional operatives. He had been asked to carry out a
terrorist attack on a bus in Tel Aviv and to attack IDF soldiers, but the plan was not carried
out.
In an Internet group that he belonged to, Anas Haj Yahya disseminated information about
manufacturing and assembling explosive belts, making IEDs activated by cellphones
and laboratory videos about poisons that can be used in IEDs. He also disseminated
instructions for preparing hazardous materials, including sarin gas. At the time of his
detention, evidence of his accumulated knowledge was found in his possession, including
pictures of IEDs and a detailed guide for jihadi fighters affiliated with ISIS. An indictment was
filed against him (Israel Security Agency website, February 20, 2017).
In September 2017, a squad of three Israeli Arab citizens from Umm al-Fahm (including a
16-year-old minor) was exposed. The three were detained on suspicion of planning to carry
out a shooting attack on the Temple Mount, similar to the shooting attack carried out on
July 14, 2017, killing two Border Police soldiers (in which residents of Umm al-Fahm were
also involved). During interrogation, the suspects handed over two handguns and
ammunition that were supposed to be used in the attack. It was clear from the interrogation
that they supported ISIS’s ideology and intended to carry out the attack (Israel Security
Agency website).
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