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An important step in the struggle against the financing of terrorism from Europe: A German court
upholds a government decision to outlaw the German office of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation,
used by Hamas as a front for fundraising.

Synopsis
The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation, providing support almost exclusively to
Hamas institutions in the Palestinian Authority administered territories, is
numbered among Hamas’ primary foundations in Europe. The foundation has
offices in Germany (formerly the head office), Belgium (active to this day), Holland
(outlawed in June 2003), and Denmark (active albeit on a limited scale).

Following lengthy legal proceedings, the German court upheld the government’s
decision and ordered (December 3) the foundation’s German branch to cease its
activities, effectively dismantling it. The court determined that the foundation
provided support to and promoted Hamas’ anti-Israeli terrorist attacks and that it
was impossible to separate Hamas’ social work from its operative-terrorist
activities. This decision and its underlying reasoning set an important political and
juridical precedent that might serve as a catalyst for other countries in Europe and
elsewhere to act against similar Hamas-affiliated foundations that operate in their
territories, thus putting to practice, for all intents and purposes, the EU decision
(September 2003) to include Hamas and all its affiliates in the list of terrorist
organizations.

The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation and its various branches:
General characteristics
The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation served as one of the primary organs in Hamas’ fundraising system in the West. It used
to raise millions of dollars a year that were transferred mainly to Hamas institutions in the Palestinian Authority administered
territories. In effect, the foundation’s head office in Germany ceased its operations after it was first banned by the German

Interior Minister (August 2002). The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation operates additional branches: the Belgium branch
(active to this day), the Denmark branch (active on a limited scale), and the Holland branch (outlawed in June 2003).

The emblem of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation’s Holland branch (outlawed in June 2003)

The emblem of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation’s Belgium branch (active to this day)
Documents seized in the Palestinian Authority administered territories testify that the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in
Germany and in the other countries provided assistance to the civilian infrastructure of the Hamas movement in the
Palestinian Authority administered territories. What is more, the interrogation of Abd al-Hakim Muhammad Abd al-Fattah
Abd al-Rahman, a Hamas operative from the village of Bir Naballah, shed light on an additional aspect of the ties between
Hamas and the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany.
During his interrogation (1993), Abd al-Rahman revealed that when he had decided to study in Germany and expressed his
desire to join Hamas, he was instructed by Sheikh Jamil Abd al-Rahim Hamami, a senior Hamas operative in the Jerusalem
area, to contact Mahmoud Amru, head of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany, who was described by Sheikh
Jamil Hamami as a senior Hamas figure in Germany, residing in Aachen.
Upon arriving in Germany, Abd al-Rahman contacted Mahmoud Amru through the Islamic Center. He stated that during the
course of his studies in Germany, Mahmoud Amru had indeed provided him with significant amounts of ideological materials
and served as his contact with the Hamas leadership in Germany. He also assisted him with contacting Hamas elements in
Jordan, instructed him on the course of action he should pursue and, to all intents and purposes, recruited him to Hamas.
During his stay in Germany, Abd al-Rahman would deliver lectures on the ideology of the Hamas movement to Hamas
recruits and supporters.

Cooperation between the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation with its branches, and the Union of
Good1 and the INTERPAL fund in the UK

1. Also called “Charity Coalition” (in Arabic, I’tilaf al-Khayr). It is an umbrella organization for Hamas’ foundations in the West and for Islamic foundations across the
globe, established in the wake of the outbreak of the current violent confrontation between Israel and the Palestinians; it is headed by Qatari extremist preacher Sheikh
Yusuf al-Qardawi.

Formerly, all the offices of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation were members of the Union of Good, a worldwide association
of more than 50 Islamic foundations (some of them holding extremist views) that channel funds to Hamas institutions in the

Palestinian Authority administered territories (hence it was declared an illegal organization in Israel). The German branch
terminated its membership in the coalition; however, the other branches of the foundation in Belgium, Denmark and even in
Holland still appeared (as at June 2004) on the list of the member foundations and associations2. The foundation is working
in close cooperation with INTERPAL, a Hamas-affiliated organization operating in the UK (also a member of the Union of
Good).

2. According to the Arabic version of the website (June 2004), even though the Holland branch is no longer active.

A document seized in the offices of the Hamas-affiliated Jenin Charitable Society reveals that in a display of solidarity with
the German branch, the Saudi WAMY foundation, also a member of the Union of Good, took the initiative of addressing
Hamas institutions in the Palestinian Authority administered territories regarding the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in
Germany (see Appendix B). The address included a request to rush to the aid of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in its
legal struggle against the German judicial authorities. To that end, it used a letter written by the Al-Aqsa Charitable
Foundation’s defense attorney which, as may be inferred, had been sent to WAMY (and, probably, to other foundations as
well).

The status of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Israel and in the US and its perception by the
Palestinian Authority
Due to its affiliation with Hamas, the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation was declared an “illegal organization” in Israel in 1997
and a “terrorist organization” in 1998. The foundation was also included (May 2003) in Mr. George W. Bush’s Presidential
Decree no. 13224, ordering the freezing of the assets of persons and institutions involved in terrorism.
In the view of the Palestinian Authority, the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation and all of its branches were perceived as one of
the Hamas movement’s funding sources: In a seized document (July 2000) of the Preventive Security, the German branch
was mentioned in the list of foreign institutions that support the Hamas movement in the Palestinian Authority administered
territories.

The transfer of charity funds by the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany to Hamas
institutions in the Palestinian Authority administered territories through the Arab Bank

The transfer of NIS 86,116.19 by the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation to the Hamasaffiliated Ramallah-Al-Bireh Charitable Society (declared an illegal organization in
Israel, 2002), through offices of the Arab Bank in Frankfurt and in Ramallah.
The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation, similarly to other foundations worldwide that raise funds for Hamas, uses the services
of the Arab Bank as a preferred channel for transferring charity funds to the Palestinian Authority administered territories.
This preference was well demonstrated in seized documents found in a file of documents detailing fund transfers that was
captured in the offices of the Hamas-affiliated Ramallah-Al-Bireh Charitable Society. The said society is one of the leading
institutions within Hamas’ civilian infrastructure, being, according to a report made by the Palestinian General Intelligence, a
money-laundering machine that channels foreign charity funds from abroad to the Hamas movement. Afolder titled “Al-Aqsa
Charitable Foundation in Germany” within the aforementioned file contained documents detailing fund transfers to the
Ramallah office of the Arab Bank via Arab Bank offices in Frankfurt and London.

The decision of the German court to terminate the activities of the foundation
At the end of lengthy legal proceedings, the German Federal Administrative Court upheld the government’s decision,
ordered that the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation’s activities be terminated and approved its dismantlement. Thus, the court
revoked the provisional authorization given to the foundation in July 2003 to continue its activities under supervision.
In its decision, the German court upheld the decision of the state and determined that the foundation assisted Hamas’
terrorist activity against Israel and that it was impossible to separate Hamas’ social work from its terrorist-operative
activity (see the press release issued by the German court on December 3, 2004, in original and in translation, in
Appendix A). Immediately following the court’s decision, German police forces raided the foundation’s headquarters,
confiscating funds and documents.

German police forces raid the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation offices in Germany
The decision of the German court was made at the end of lengthy legal proceedings that lasted over two years: In August
2002, the German Interior Minister issued a decree banning the activity of the foundation due to its affiliation with Hamas. In
July 2003, the German court temporarily accepted the appeal submitted by the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation, claiming that
it had not been sponsoring terrorist activity and that it posed no threat to the German people. By accepting the foundation’s
appeal, the German court repealed the Interior Minister’s decree. Now, as mentioned earlier, the court upheld the decision
of the government, stating that the financial assistance provided by the foundation to Hamas’ civilian infrastructure—even if
it could not be defined as direct funding of terrorist activities—was illegal and that the activities of the foundation should
therefore be banned.

The implications of the German court’s decision
The German decision is an important legal progress in the struggle against Hamas’ fundraising infrastructure in Europe and
in Western countries in general. The decision could have judicial and operative repercussions in Denmark and Belgium as
well, where the foundation still operates branches, and in other countries in which similar foundations operate:
The meaning of the decision is that assistance to Hamas’ civilian infrastructure (da’wa) is as illegal as the direct
funding of terrorist activity. It is illegal because it provides assistance to promoting the illegitimate goals of the Hamas
movement,being a terrorist organization both in the European and the American views. It should be noted that on the
declarative level, the entire Hamas movement was included in the EU list of terrorist organizations in September
2003, but that has not so far been translated into operative conclusions in most countries.
The German decision views—justly—the Hamas movement as a single terrorist entity. Thus, it refutes the claims
occasionally heard in some of the European countries where Hamas foundations operate—notably the UK and
France—that the assistance to civilian institutions is legitimate and that one can separate and distinguish between
such assistance and assistance to Hamas’ terrorist-operative system.
The important precedent set by the German decision could therefore assist in promoting measures by other European
countries against Hamas-affiliated foundations operating on their territories, and first and foremost against Al-Aqsa
Charitable Foundation branches in Belgium and in Denmark. Other than the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation and its various
branches, other foundations that collect funds for Hamas operate in Europe even after the inclusion of Hamas in the EU list
of terrorist organizations. Prominent among those foundations are INTERPAL, operating in the UK, Sanabil al-Aqsa in
Sweden, ABSPP in Italy, the Palestine Foundation in Austria, ASP in Switzerland, and CBSP in France.
It appears that the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany will not be able to appeal against the decision of the court to
a higher authority, and therefore the decision marks the foundation’s definitive dismantlement. However, the people behind

the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation might examine “underground” ways to resume its operations—such as establishing a
new foundation under a different name, as had been formerly done in other Western countries (the UK, Canada) after
Hamas-affiliated foundations operating in those countries encountered legal or political difficulties.

Appendices
The following appendices are attached:
Appendix A: The press release issued by the German court (December 3, 2004).
Appendix B: A seized document indicating that the Saudi WAMY organization, with the encouragement of the Al-Aqsa

Charitable Foundation’s defense attorney, rushed to the aid of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in its judicial struggle
against the German authorities (presenting a false image on the nature of the foundation).
Appendix C: Cooperation between the British INTERPAL fund and Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation branches in

transferring funds to Hamas institutions, including the funding of the terrorist-supportive infrastructure.
Appendix D: Transfer of funds from the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation and its various branches to the Orphan Care

Society in Bethlehem, a Hamas institution responsible, among other things, for raising funds for the terrorist-supportive
infrastructure.

Appendix A

The German Court’s press release (December 3, 2004)—translation
Administrative Court—Press Release
December 3, 2004
Press Release no. 69/2004, Administrative Court, 6 A 10.02
Authorization to ban the Al-Aqsa association
The Petitioner is an association registered in the Federal Republic [of Germany] whose activities, according to its charter,
include supporting social projects in Palestine. The association collects funds and transfers them to ostensibly social
organizations in Palestine. In a decree issued in July 2002, the Federal Interior Ministry ruled that the activity of the Petitioner
[i.e. association] served to encourage political, religious and other interests. In addition, it supported the activity of an
organization [operating] outside the Federal Republic [i.e. Hamas] that instigates and supports killing of people and damage to
property. The activity of the Petitioner is also aimed against the mutual understanding between peoples. The activity of the
Petitioner was banned and it was dismantled.
The Administrative Court, which bears the responsibility of issuing the first and final ruling regarding the lawsuit, upheld the
ban: The ban is compatible with the law, for at the time the ban was implemented, the Petitioner was acting against the mutual
understanding between peoples, hence the Petitioner may be banned according to Section 3, Paragraph 1, Sentence 1 of the
Associations Law, in accordance with Chapter 9, Paragraph GG 2. By its continuing and extensive financial support to welfare
organizations that belong to Hamas, the Palestinian resistance movement,the Petitioner disrupted the understanding and
peace between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. In that, it concurrently supported Hamas’ violent activities against the
Israeli people. While it is impossible to prove that the funds transferred to the welfare organizations were used (in part)
indirectly by Hamas’ military activity, Hamas must be viewed as a single structure, with no distinction between its social work
and [its activities in] the military sphere. The Senate is convinced that the Petitioner sympathizes with the goals of Hamas.
Administrative Court
6 A 10.02
Ruling dated December 3, 2004

Appendix A

The German Court’s original press release (December 3, 2004)

Appendix B

The Saudi WAMY organization, with the encouragement of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Found ation’s
defense attorney, rushes to the aid of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in its legal struggle
against the German authorities, presenting a false image on the nature of the foundation3

3. A document seized in the offices of the Hamas-affiliated Jenin Charitable Society. WAMY’s appeal was probably sent to other Hamas-affiliated charity committees in
the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip.

A fax seized in the offices of the Hamas-affiliated Jenin Charitable Society illustrates that in the spring of 2003, when the
legal proceedings against the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany were underway, the Saudi WAMY organization, in
cooperation with Hamas-affiliated institutions in the Palestinian Authority administered territories, rushed to the aid of the AlAqsa Charitable Foundation. WAMY, the World Assembly of Muslim Youth, is an international Saudi Muslim organization,
most of whose assistance to the Palestinian Authority administered territories is transferred through Hamas’ civilian
infrastructure. The organization was declared illegal in Israel (2002).
The document seized in the offices of the Jenin Charitable Society4 makes it clear that WAMY, claiming for itself the title of
a UN NGO, addressed the boards of its related charity committees (i.e. associations affiliated with Hamas’ civilian
infrastructure) in a request to enlist their support for the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation that was facing, according to the
writer of the document, “vicious allegations” in German courts.

4. Seized on October 19, 2003.

The document reveals that within this framework, WAMY sent (Hamas-affiliated) charity associations in the Palestinian
Authority administered territories a letter written by the German defense attorney, asking them to send the letter to the
German authorities (as if it were their own initiative). The letter contains a false claim,rejected by the court’s decision of
December 3, stating that the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation and the charity associations it supports only take part in
humanitarian assistance to the poor and the needy and do not engage in any other activities. The state of affairs reflected in
the document, traces of which can be detected in claims raised in other European countries, is therefore false; all of these
committees, beyond their work in the social sphere (driven as it is by the desire to strengthen Hamas’ status rather than by
purely humanitarian purposes) are also engaged in terrorist-supportive activities, as the numerous seized documents
demonstrate.

Translation
World Assembly of Muslim Youth
Member of the UN NGO’s
Fax title:
April 9, 2003
Fax no.: 0097082834644
Palestine— Gaza Office5
Subject: The Arabic translation of the letter issued by the office of the defense attorney of the Al-Aqsa humanitarian charity
association in Germany, which was sent in English to the associations supported [by the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation]

Attn: Members of the charity associations’ boards of governors
[Greetings,]
As you know, [the activity of the] humanitarian Al-Aqsa association in Germany was banned by the German authorities, and
the aforementioned organization is now barred from carrying out its activities. Therefore, the Al-Aqsa association prepared a
[prosecution] case in order to initiate [legal] proceedings against the Ministry of Interior Affairs in the courts of the German
federal government in Leipzig.
In our capacity as a human rights organization, we have taken the initiative and we are interested to help free the Al-Aqsa
association from these vicious claims. Therefore, we ask you to reinforce our support through your association by [writing a
letter] which would include the following:
To whom it may concern,
The association of __________, operating in the territories administered by the Palestinian Authority, in accordance with its
rules and regulations, confirms the following:

5. The WAMY representative office in the Gaza Strip. Its precise address appears at the bottom margin of the document.

1. The association is registered at one of the official authorities—Israeli, Palestinian, Jordanian etc., under registration number
__________, registration date __________.
2. Our association is subject to monitoring and supervision (annually or monthly) by the relevant parties, in all matters
concerning its activities, including the amount of assistance it extends, the methods used to spend the funds, and the
association’s expense clauses.
3. All the assistance it [the association] receives from the Al-Aqsa association is channeled into purely humanitarian purposes.
4. Apart from humanitarian aid, such as assistance to the poor and the needy, the Al-Aqsa association does not engage in or
support, to the best of our knowledge, any other activities6.

6. This claim creates an inaccurate image. Donations that were transferred to Hamas-affiliated charity committees are bound for the terrorist-supportive
infrastructure; this can be extensively corroborated from the seized documents.

5. The Al-Aqsa association is a non-political, non-profit organization. It is a German humanitarian charity association for
Palestine, and it does not set it sights on any political position nor seeks to achieve any political purpose, to the best of our
knowledge.
6. The Al-Aqsa association is known to us as a patron of the poor and the needy, and all the grants and assistance it extends
are bound for the poor and the needy.
7. The level of poverty, the need and the lack is the important and only one factor influencing our activities. In our activities, we
do not prejudge any person at the expense of another based on his descent or ideological background.
Palestine, Gaza—Al-Remal, Omar El-Mokhtar St., Al-Shorouq Building, fifth floor, Office no. 603, phone no. 2834055,
2834855, fax no. 2834644, P.O. box 5268, e-mail info@wamyp.org [probably the WAMY representative office in Gaza]

Appendix B

The Saudi WAMY organization rushes to the aid of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in its legal
struggle against the German authorities, presenting a false image on the nature of the
foundation7—original

7. This is a document seized in the offices of the Hamas-affiliated Jenin Charitable Society. WAMY’s appeal was probably sent to other Hamas-affiliated charity
committees in the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip.

Appendix C

Cooperation between the British INTERPAL fund and Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation offices in
transferring funds to Hamas institutions, including funds bound for the terrorist-supportive
infrastructure
Document no. 1
What follows is an e-mail correspondence between INTERPAL and the Hamas-affiliated Hebron Islamic Charitable Society.
The correspondence refers to relying upon a report that was approved by the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Holland. The
correspondence ends with the sentence: “For inquiries or information requests, contact us at INTERPAL’s [telephone?]
number”. This—and other documents as well—are testimony that INTERPAL serves as a mediator of a sort between the AlAqsa Charitable Foundation in Holland (and other foundations that collect donations for Hamas’ institutions) and the Hebron
Islamic Charitable Society (and other Hamas-affiliated charity organizations in the Palestinian Authority administered
territories).

Document no. 2
A seized document describing the allocation of charity funds received from various foundations
(including the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation) in Germany, Holland, Belgium and Denmark to
Hamas’ Al-Islah Charitable Society in Bethlehem. The funds are allocated through the British
Hamas-affiliated INTERPAL fund, and some of the funds are bound for Hamas’ terroristsupportive infrastructure
Outline
The following is a seized document describing the allocation of funds by INTERPAL to the Al-Islah Charitable Society in
Bethlehem. The Al-Islah Charitable Society is one of Hamas’ largest and most prominent charity associations in the West
Bank, operating several branches throughout the West Bank, including a branch in Bethlehem.
Alongside its extensive social work, the Al-Islah society is also involved in terrorist-supportive activity, which includes
providing financial support to families of shahids (“martyrs”). Thus, for example, a seized document found among the files of
the society’s Bethlehem office describes the transfer of financial grants to families of martyrs, including terrorist operatives
from all the terrorist organizations (for further details, refer to the information bulletin on the INTERPAL fund, available on
the Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center website: www.intelligence.org.il).

Document no. 2—translation
P.O.B., telephone and fax numbers of the INTERPAL fund in London
INTERPAL, the Palestinian Relief and Development Fund
Saturday, December 2, 2000
[Handwritten note:] Please deliver the attached paperwork to the Al-Islah Charitable Society— Bethlehem
Announcement on the allocation of funds for the Ramadan 2000 projects
Our brothers, the Al-Islah Charitable Society in Bethlehem
May Allah keep you and his mercy be upon you
The Bethlehem District Coordination Committee
Greetings,
The following is a list of the donors, the funds allocated to [said donors] and the receiving parties:
1. INTERPAL— London
The food packages project – $3,000.
The [‘Id] al-Fitr [fast-breaking feast] charity project – $2,000.
The project of assistance to the families of the martyrs, the wounded and those who sustained damage [as a result of the
confrontation] – $2,0008.

8. This is part of the terrorist-supportive infrastructure.

2. The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Germany
The holiday presents project – $2,000.
The [‘Id] al-Fitr charity project – $4,000.
The project of assistance to the families of the martyrs, the wounded and those who sustained damage [as a result of the
confrontation] – $2,000.

3. The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Holland
The holiday presents project – $2,000.
The [‘Id] al-Fitr charity project – $4,000.
The project of assistance to the families of the martyrs, the wounded and those who sustained damage [as a result of the
confrontation] – $2,000.
4. The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Belgium
The food packages project – $1,000.
The holiday presents project – $1,000.
The [‘Id] al-Fitr charity project – $2,000.
5. The Sanabil Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Sweden
The [‘Id] al-Fitr charity project – $2,500.
6. The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Denmark
The [‘Id] al-Fitr charity project – $1,000.
7. Le Comité de Bienfaisance et de Secours aux Palestiniens (CBSP)— France
The food packages project – $5,000.
The [‘Id] al-Fitr charity project – $2,000.
8. Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation of South Africa
The food packages project – $2,000.
The [‘Id] al-Fitr charity project – $2,000.
The project of assistance to the families of the martyrs, the wounded and those who sustained damage [as a result of the
confrontation] – $1,000.
9. The Al-Islah Society—the Charity Activities Committee— Bahrain
The [‘Id] al-Fitr charity project – $4,000.
Respectfully,
The Palestinian [Relief and Development] Fund [INTERPAL]
[Handwritten addition at the bottom of the document:] Very important note: Regarding the food packages, the allotted amount
will be allocated as follows:
50% material goods as food packages.
50% will be delivered in cash in addition to the food packages.
[Printed addition at the bottom of the document:]
Important notes:
1. The funds must be transferred only to their designated projects (for your information, most of the allotted funds are charity
funds) and must not be transferred to other projects without the written approval of the fund9.

9. This is a standard wording that appears on INTERPAL’s correspondence. In practice, INTERPAL and the other relief foundations are unable to effectively
monitor the distribution of the funds by the Hamas institutions.

2. You must prepare photocopied reports of all the documents and separate receipts with the name of the benefactor or
benefactors according to the attached form, and send them to the address of the Palestinian Relief and Development Fund,
as appears above.
Please inform us by fax on the receipt of this message, so that we can transfer the amount to you.
[In handwriting:] Al-Islah, Bethlehem

Document no. 2—original

Appendix D

Transfer of funds from the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation and its various branches to the Orphan
Care Society in Bethlehem, a Hamas institution responsible, among other things, for raising funds
for the terrorist-supportive infrastructure.
Characteristics of the Orphan Care Society
The Orphan Care Society is a Hamas institution in Bethlehem that was established in 1997. Alongside its extensive
humanitarian activity, the society comprises part of Hamas’ terrorist-supportive infrastructure and serves the movement as a
channel for raising funds. The heads of the society are well-known Hamas activists and the society works in cooperation
with additional Hamas institutions in the West Bank, such as the Hebron Islamic Charitable Society. Being a Hamas
institution, it was declared an illegal organization in Israel in 2002.

A seized document captured in the Palestinian Preventive Security headquarters in the course of Operation Defensive
Shield (April 2002) outlines the Hamas institutions in the Bethlehem area (a copy of the document appears below). In that
document, Lt. Col. Majdi al-Atari notes that the Orphan Care Society tends to the needs of orphans as well as of children of
martyrs and detained Hamas members. The governing board of the society, according to that document, is composed
entirely of Hamas activists in Bethlehem, prominent among whom is Dr. Ghassan Harmas, considered to be the Hamas
political leader in Bethlehem.
Dr. Ghassan ‘Issa Mahmoud Harmas, also known as Abu Tayyib, is the director of the Orphan
Care Society and the top figure among the Hamas leadership in Bethlehem. Born in 1956, he is a
resident of Bethlehem, holds a university degree (Islamic Law) and serves as a lecturer of Islamic
Law. One of those deported to the Lebanese border town of Marj al-Zuhoor, he was arrested in the
past (2002) by the Israeli security forces and was released. He continues to direct the society to
this day.

The funding of the Orphan Care Society
The society is generously funded by radical Islamic foundations and Hamas’ designated foundations abroad, and it is
considered to be the most financially well-off association in Bethlehem. According to seized documents (from 2002 and
2004), the society receives financial assistance from the Union of Good and Hamas’ goal-oriented foundations, including
the British INTERPAL fund and the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany, Holland, Belgium and Denmark. In addition,
according to the seized documents, the society received financial assistance from radical Islamic foundations such as Saudi
Arabia’s WAMY.

Seized documents on the relations of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation and its various branches
with the Orphan Care Society in Bethlehem
Document no. 1
A request made by the head of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany to the Orphan Care
Society to send the Belgium office a list of the orphans who receive support funds from the
foundation—translatio
Our brothers in the Orphan Care Society, Bethlehem
May Allah keep them and his mercy be upon them
[Greetings]
Subject: Orphans’ support funds allocation for the year 2002
You are well aware of the situation of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany. It has been closed down with all its
property confiscated. The appeal over this decision is currently underway in the German court and we plead Allah to restore
the situation to its former state.
In order to continue to do so [i.e. restoring the situation to its former state], I ask you to report to us on the conclusions recently
reached on the matter of the orphans’ support funds for the year 2002, of which you were informed in writing. In addition, I ask
you to send a list of the orphans who receive support funds from the institution, with the following items:
Name of orphan
Date of birth
Cause of parent’s death according to the death certificate10
[Name of the] family provider

This could help in the proceedings of the trial and provide evidence as to how unfounded the accusations directed against the
institution are. Please send us the list by e-mail to al-aqsa@skynet.be, the address of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in
Belgium11. Please send the original copy by mail to the following address:
El-Hajjaji Mohamed
Rue des Sorbiers 89
4800 Verviers
Belgium
[Regards,]
Your brother,
Mahmoud Amru [director of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation branch in Germany]

10. The cause of the parent’s death makes it possible to tell whether the child in question is the child of a martyr who died in the course of the violent confrontation with
Israel, or an “ordinary” orphan.
11. Owing to the ban on the foundation’s activity in Germany, it maintained its correspondence through the Belgium branch.

Document no. 1
A request made by the head of the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Germany to the Orphan Care
Society to send the Belgium office a list of the orphans who receive support funds from the
foundation—original

Document no. 2
A letter from the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Belgium to the Orphan Care Society in
Bethlehem on the matter of the orphans’ support funds—translation
The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation
Belgium
AL-AQSA Humanitaire
Belgique
From: The Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation [ Belgium]
To the Orphan Care Society— Bethlehem
Subject: Sending letters from the orphans to their benefactors
Date: December 3, 2002
[Greetings]
For our institution to be able to carry out its duties to the best of our abilities and in order to ensure, Allah willing, the continued
financial support to the listed orphans by their benefactors, the latter must be assured that their funds are managed properly.
Therefore, we are in real need of reports from the orphans or their relatives to their benefactors regarding their financial
situation since they first started receiving the support funds up until now, on the first available opportunity.
Attached are tables of the names of the orphans in question. Please include the following details in the report:
Have the support funds been received in full
Health situation
School situation
Living conditions
General social situation
[A letter of] gratitude to the benefactors for their support
We at the [Al-Aqsa] institution will provide for these reports to arrive to the benefactors and will work to ensure that the support
funds continue. If the reports do not arrive within the indicated period of time (a month from today), the institution will consider
reassigning the support funds to one of the other orphans on the long waiting list.
[Regards]
[Signature]
Orphans Department
Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation
[Contact information of the Al-Aqsa institution in Brussels]

Document no. 2
A letter from the Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation in Belgium to the Orphan Care Society in
Bethlehem on the matter of the orphans’ support funds—original

Document no. 3
General characteristics
Attached below is the first page from a report sent in January 2001 by the Orphan Care Society in Bethlehem to foundations
in Europe that helped distribute the financial assistance during the month of Ramadan. The list of foundations, all of which
belong to Hamas’ fundraising infrastructure in Europe, includes Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation branches in Germany,
Holland, Belgium and Denmark. The report is signed by Dr. Ghassan Harmas, director of the Orphan Care Society (known
as a senior Hamas activist) and Hajj Ahmed al-Sharouf, chairman of the society’s board of governors [a Hamas activist, Dr.
Harmas’s second-in-command in the society].

Document no. 3
A report sent by the Orphan Care Society in Bethlehem to several foundations in Europe (all
identified as Hamas’ fundraising organizations), including Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation
branches in Germany, Holland, Belgium and Denmark—translation
Report on the Ramadan Operation for the year 2001
The party sending the report: Palestine
The name of the institution sending the report: The Orphan Care Society— Bethlehem
Report issue date: January 5, 2002
Reference: 912
[Handwritten note:] A copy of this report and a letter of gratitude were sent to each of the institutions mentioned herein.
[In print:]
The institutions taking part in the operation:

No.

Name of the participating institution

1

The Palestinian Relief and Development Fund—INTERPAL

2

Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Germany

3

Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Holland

4

Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Belgium

5

Al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Denmark

6

Sanabil al-Aqsa Charitable Foundation— Sweden

7

The Palestine Relief Charity Committee— France

8

The Palestine Relief Committee— Switzerland

The financial allocations from the participating institution [as appears in the original]:
No.

Item

Amount

1

Chickens

$1,290

2
3

Total—$1,290

Document no. 3—original

Director General, Mr. Ghassan Harmas and Chairman of the Board, Hajj Ahmed al-Sharouf
[both Hamas activists] are signed on the document.

