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OOOvvveeerrrvvviiieeewww   

   Shadowed by the confrontation with Hezbollah (which sparked pro-Lebanese Palestinian solidarity), 

the IDF has continued its initiatives in the Gaza Strip as part of Operation Summer Rains. That 

included air strikes against terrorist targets and ground activity in the Saja’iya neighborhood of Gaza 

City to expose tunnels and ammunition stores. 

    Despite continued IDF activity, the Palestinian terrorist organizations have exploited the 

confrontation in Lebanon to increase their Qassam rocket at fire populated areas of the western 

Negev, firing a record 191 rockets in July, the largest number since the disengagement. In Judea and 

Samaria, a number of attempts were foiled to carry out terrorist attacks (including suicide bombing 

attacks) in Israel. 

   The most significant counterterrorist activity carried out by the Israeli security forces in Judea and 

Samaria was an operation in Nablus, during the course of which several terrorist-operatives who had 

found shelter with the Palestinian security apparatus, were arrested. Some of them had been directed 

and financed by Hezbollah, which has sent instructions to increase activity, including suicide 

Hebron Demonstrator holding a picture 
of  Hassan Nasrallah (Nayef Haslamoun 

for Reuters, July 31). 

Launching rockets into Israesl (Al-
‘Alam TV, July 29). 
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IIImmmpppooorrrtttaaannnttt   eeevvveeennntttsss   

GGGaaazzzaaa   SSStttrrriiippp   

OOOpppeeerrraaatttiiiooonnn   SSSuuummmmmmeeerrr   RRRaaaiiinnnsss      

   The Israeli Air Force has continued its strikes against terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip. 

Those targets include: 

   Terrorist squads on their way to fire rockets. 

    Weapons storage and manufacture sites. 

   Tunnels through which the terrorists smuggle weapons. 

    Qassam rocket launching sites. 

   The air strikes have been accompanied by the distribution of leaflets throughout Gaza City, 

calling upon the civilian population to avoid structures used by the terrorist organizations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An Israeli Air Force strike on the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in the Gaza Strip 

 (Al-Jazeera TV, July 30) 

  

   The ground operation has also continued. As part of the operation, tunnels and ammunition 

stores in the Saja’iya neighborhood in the Gaza Strip were exposed. According to reports in 
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the Palestinian media, seven Palestinian were killed during the operation and 

approximately 30 were wounded.1 

 

   During the IDF activity in Saja’iya, a suicide bomber wearing an explosive belt approached 

a group of soldiers, who shot and killed him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The results of IDF activity in Saja’iya (Palestinian TV, July 25). 

 

IIInnncccrrreeeaaassseeeddd   QQQaaassssssaaammm   rrroooccckkkeeettt   fffiiirrreee   aaattt   ttthhheee   wwweeesssttteeerrrnnn   NNNeeegggeeevvv   

   During July, as Operation Summer Rains and the fighting in Lebanon continued, the 

Palestinian terrorist organizations increased their Qassam rocket fire from the Gaza 

Strip into Israel. A record 191 rockets were fired, the largest number since the 

disengagement in August 2005. Fifty-one incidents of rocket fire at Sderot were recorded, 

11 at Ashqelon, and the rest at other population centers in the western Negev. Twenty 

civilians were injured (including some suffering from shock) and a number of dwellings 

and factories in the area were damaged. 

 

 

 

                                                 

1 According to Avi Issacharoff reporting in Haaretz on July 30, during the fighting in Lebanon 97 Palestinians 
have been killed in the Gaza Strip, most of them armed and some of them civilians. Palestinian has run and rerun 
objectionable pictures of wounded civilians to deliberately parallel the IDF bombing in Lebanon. 
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Rockets fired at Kibbutz Zikim by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and Hamas 

(Al-‘Alam TV, July 29). 
 

DDDaaaiiilllyyy   iiinnnccciiidddeeennnccceee   ooofff   QQQaaassssssaaammm   rrroooccckkkeeettt   fffiiirrreee   sssiiinnnccceee   ttthhheee   bbbeeegggiiinnnnnniiinnnggg   ooofff   ttthhheee   
cccooonnnfffrrrooonnntttaaatttiiiooonnn   iiinnn   LLLeeebbbaaannnooonnn   
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JJJuuudddeeeaaa   aaannnddd   SSSaaammmaaarrriiiaaa      

MMMuuurrrdddeeerrr   iiinnn   SSSaaammmaaarrriiiaaa   
   Dr. Daniel Ya’akobi, a resident of the settlement of Yakir in Samaria, was abducted and 

murdered by Palestinian terrorists on July 27, apparently while taking his car to a garage in the 

village of Al-Funduq (on the road leading to Qdumim) for repairs. His burned body was 

discovered in the trunk of his car, which had been gutted by fire. Fatah/Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ 

Brigades claimed responsibility for the murder. 

 

CCCooouuunnnttteeerrrttteeerrrrrrooorrriiisssttt   aaaccctttiiivvviiitttiiieeesss   iiinnn   NNNaaabbbllluuusss   

   The most significant counterterrorist activity carried out by the Israeli security forces was 

in the Muqata’a in Nablus, beginning on July 19 and lasting for three days. It targeted terrorist-

operatives belonging to the various organizations who had taken shelter with the Palestinian 

security apparatus. Among the terrorists arrested were Fatah operatives whose activities 

were directed by Hezbollah and who had been involved in the planning and execution of 

terrorist attacks, including suicide bombing attacks. 

 

   The following are some of the terrorists who were directed and financed by Hezbollah: 

   Nail Muhammad Suleiman Yassin, a senior Fatah/Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades 

senior operative directed and financed by Hezbollah. He was involved in the murder 

of a Border Police officer in September 2000 during a joint patrol in Qalqilya, as well as 

in the locating and recruiting of terrorists for suicide bombing attacks, attacking IDF 

forces with side charges, the abduction of Benjamin Fishbein (a Jewish American student 

who was released because he held American citizenship) and the planning of other 

abductions in the Nablus region. 

 

   Fuad Jamal Hussein Da’as (‘Asi), a Fatah/Tanzim terrorist-operative directed 

and financed by Hezbollah. He was responsible for preparing scores of side charges and 

explosive belts, as well as directing a large number of suicide bombers whose activities 

were foiled by the Israeli security forces. 
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    ‘Abd al-Mu’az Yussuf ‘Abdallah Barham, a Fatah/Tanzim terrorist-operative 

directed and financed by Hezbollah. A few months ago he tried to carry out an attack 

(which was foiled) by using a cellular phone to detonate an explosive device. He also 

tried to recruit a suicide bomber in May 2006 and was involved in the preparation of 

many side charges to be used on the roads leading to Israeli settlements in the Nablus 

area. 

 

    Bilal ‘Abd al-Jawad Ahmad Zaruk, a senior Fatah/Tanzim operative and 

member of a squad directed and funded by Hezbollah. He was involved in many 

shooting attacks in the Nablus region, including one in January 2005 on the Trans-

Samaria highway near the Tapuah junction in which two Israeli civilians were killed. 

During recent years he was also involved in the murder of Palestinians suspected of 

collaborating with Israel. 

   It should be noted that Hezbollah has transmitted instructions to its recruits, especially in 

the Nablus region, to increase their terrorist activities, including suicide bombing attacks, to 

open another front with Israel.  

 

TTTeeerrrrrrooorrriiisssttt   aaattttttaaaccckkksss   iiinnn   IIIsssrrraaaeeelll   fffoooiiillleeeddd   

   On July 19 a terrorist was arrested in Magdiel (in the center of the country) while on his 

way to carry out an attack in the area. His escort, also a terrorist, was arrested in Kfar Sava. 

 

    On July 21 a female terrorist was arrested on Hayarkon Street in Tel Aviv while on her 

way to carry out an attack. Two other Palestinians were arrested with her, apparently her 

escorts. 

 

    On July 30 an attempted attack in the center of Israel was foiled when a 15 year-old 

suicide bomber was captured at a roadblock about 8 kilometers (a little less than 5 miles) west 

of Nablus. He was captured in a taxi along with an explosive belt. Apparently both the suicide 

bomber and taxi driver belonged to the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. 

   On July 31 two Palestinians in Israel illegally were captured in Haifa; they apparently 

intended to carry out an attack in the city. 
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MMMooonnnttthhhlllyyy   dddiiissstttrrriiibbbuuutttiiiooonnn   ooofff   QQQaaassssssaaammm   rrroooccckkkeeetttsss   aaannnddd   oooccccccaaasssiiiooonnnaaalll   mmmooorrrtttaaarrr   ssshhheeellllllsss222      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                 

2  These data relate only to identified hits and not to the total number of rockets fired. That number is, in our 
assessment, 20%-30% larger. 
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TTThhheee   iiinnnttteeerrrnnnaaalll   PPPaaallleeessstttiiinnniiiaaannn   aaarrreeennnaaa   

IIIdddeeennntttiiifffiiicccaaatttiiiooonnn   aaannnddd   sssooollliiidddaaarrriiitttyyy   wwwiiittthhh   
HHHeeezzzbbbooollllllaaahhh   aaannnddd   ttthhheee   LLLeeebbbaaannneeessseee   pppeeeooopppllleee   

   
   The confrontation between Israel and Hezbollah4 and reports of the many Lebanese 

casualties sparked, during the first days, many demonstrations of Palestinian solidarity. In the 

Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria, scores of processions and demonstrations were held and a 

general strike was proclaimed. 

 

                                                 

3 These data do not include those wounded and killed during Hezbollah attacks. 
4 For further information see our Information Bulletins entitled “The IDF-Hezbollah confrontation 
(Updated on the morning of Thursday, July 20) ,” at http://www.terrorism-
info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/hezbollah_upd2e.pdf and “Disarming Hezbollah and extending 
the sovereignty and authority of the Lebanese government to south Lebanon, in accordance with Security Council 
Resolution 1559 (2004) and the Taef Accord (1989),” at http://www.terrorism-
info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/taef_e.pdf.  

http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/hezbollah_upd2e.pdf
http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/hezbollah_upd2e.pdf
http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/taef_e.pdf
http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/taef_e.pdf
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    Particularly prominent was the July 28 demonstration of solidarity with Hezbollah and 

Lebanon in Tulkarm and with Hamas in the Gaza Strip. The demonstrators waved Hezbollah 

and Lebanese flags and carried pictures of Nasrallah. 

 

    The Hamas Websites have updated reports of events in Lebanon and include expressions 

of support for Hezbollah and toxic propaganda against Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A cartoon by militant Hamas supporter Omaya Joha about the event in Kafr Qana  
(Hamas Website, July 31) 

 

    Nevertheless, as the days pass, the Palestinians have begun to show a certain apathy and a 

gradual return to the issues which they find most oppressive, such as the economic situation 

and the confrontations between Fatah and Hamas. Even Hamas calls for solidarity 

demonstrations were rewarded with relatively little interest. 

 

    The incident in Kafr Qana, in which dozens of Lebanese civilians were killed, raised the 

level of solidarity with Lebanon and caused a wave of condemnation within the Palestinian 

Authority. Abu Mazen strongly deplored the event (calling it “a new Israeli crime”) and called 

for an immediate ceasefire. A Hamas spokesman threatened to carry out attacks inside Israel.  
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A Hamas-organized protest demonstration in Gaza in response to the event in Kfar Qana  
(Al-Jazeera TV, July 30) 

   
AAAbbbuuu   MMMaaazzzeeennn’’’sss   iiinnniiitttiiiaaatttiiivvveee   tttooo   ssstttoooppp   QQQaaassssssaaammm   rrroooccckkkeeettt   fffiiirrreee   iiinnn   eeexxxccchhhaaannngggeee   fffooorrr   
ttthhheee   ccceeessssssaaatttiiiooonnn   ooofff   IIIsssrrraaaeeellliii   aaaccctttiiivvviiitttyyy   iiinnn   ttthhheee   GGGaaazzzaaa   SSStttrrriiippp   
 

   At a meeting in the Gaza Strip attended by representatives of the various terrorist 

organizations, Abu Mazen proposed an initiative to stop the Qassam rocket fire in return for 

a cessation of Israeli activity in the Gaza Strip. No reference whatsoever was made to Gilad 

Shalit, the abducted Israeli soldier (Ramattan News Agency, July 22). Palestinian sources 

noted that some members of the Palestinian Legislative Council had recently been active in 

formulating an initiative which would lead to a cease fire between Israel and the Palestinians 

(Ramattan News Agency, July 27). 

   

TTTrrraaannnsssfffeeerrrrrriiinnnggg   fffuuunnndddsss   tttooo   ttthhheee   PPPAAA   aaannnddd   pppaaayyyiiinnnggg   sssaaalllaaarrryyy   aaadddvvvaaannnccceeesss   

   A spokesman for Abu Mazen’s office confirmed that $50 of $111 million had been 

transferred to the office by Qatar, Yemen, Libya and Oman. He also stated that Saudi 

Arabia had transferred $56 million to the PA and Kuwait, $46 million, and that Algeria and 

the Gulf States would shortly be sending more (Al-Hayat al-Jadeeda, July 20). 

 

    A spokesman also said that advances had begun to be paid on April 2006 salaries. The 

funds were transmitted directed to the employees’ bank accounts (Al-Hayat Al-Jadeeda, 

July 23). During the first week of August, Abu Mazen’s office is supposed to transfer an 

additional salary payment. 


