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Map of the deployment of terrorist targets hit by the Israeli Air Force during the current 

round of escalation. 

 

Reactions 

Israel 

6. Major General Tal Russo, Commander of the Israeli Southern Command, said that the 

current round of escalation had begun with a preemptive IDF targeted killing, 

carried out to avert a major terrorist attack in southern Israel, similar to the one on 

August 12, 2011 near Eilat. He said that the IDF had prevented the attack and that in 

the current escalation the terrorist organizations had failed to exact a significant price 

from Israel. He added that the IDF was doing its best to ensure that the residents of the 

south could live their lives normally, but that did not exclude the possibility that in the future a 

larger-scale action might be required (IDF Spokesman, March 14, 2012). 

 

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad 

7. The PIJ, which suffered the heaviest losses and carried out the greatest number of rocket 

launchings, is formulating its "victory narrative," and to that end held a victory parade in Gaza 

City with the theme "Tidings of victory." Speakers at the event admitted that the organization 

had suffered casualties but stressed that the main achievement of the escalation was that it 

had succeeded in "forcing Israel" to accept a lull agreement [with a subtext reading, "on the 

PIJ's terms"]. For example: 
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1) Ramadan Shalah, PIJ secretary general delivered a speech to the participants by 

telephone. He congratulated the PIJ and Popular Resistance Committees operatives for 

"having taught the enemy and the world a lesson they will not forget." He said that for 

the first time the organization had succeeded in forcing Israel to accept a lull 

agreement. He added that the PIJ had made it clear to Israel that if its activity 

increased, the range of rockets fired into Israel would increase as well. He said 

that the resistance [i.e., the terrorist organizations] had changed the balance of restraint 

and response between itself and the Zionist enemy. He also thanked Egypt for its efforts 

to broker the lull, but reiterated that the organizations would not accept a lull 

without an end to the "assassinations" [i.e., targeted killings] (The PIJ's Paltoday 

website, March 13, 2012). 

2) Khaled al-Batash, senior PIJ figure, called it a "historic moment" in the conflict with 

Israel because the organization had made it clear that it would not allow Israel to strike it 

without retaliation. He said that the PIJ regarded the agreement as a victory achieved 

by means of "resistance" (Radio al-Quds, March 13, 2012). 

3) A spokesman for the PIJ's military-terrorist wing admitted that the 

organization had suffered heavy losses. He said that he regarded the lull agreement 

as an achievement and a victory because it was the first time "we forced Israel to 

accept the conditions of the resistance," and that they were prepared to respond to 

any attempt to violate the Egyptian-mediated agreement (The PIJ's Paltoday website, 

March 13, 2012). 

 

The Popular Resistance Committees 

 

8. Abu Yussuf, spokesman for the military-terrorist wing of the PRC, said that the organization 

would be committed to the lull agreement as long as Israel was committed to it. He said his 

organization had agreed to maintain the agreement according to the conditions presented by 

Egyptian, and that included the stopping of Israeli attacks. He claimed the Iron Dome aerial 

defense system had been a complete failure because it has only managed to intercept one out 

of every hundred rockets fired [sic]. He added that the organization had "many other surprises" 

(Radio al-Quds, March 13, 2012). 


