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Overview
1. In the two years since Operation Cast Lead there has been a significant reduction in the
extent and severity of terrorist attacks carried out by Hamas, the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad and the other Palestinian terrorist organizations operating in the Gaza Strip. That
created a new security situation, and improvement on that before Operation Cast
Lead. The decrease in terrorism reflects Israel's power, restored by Operation Cast Lead, to
deter the terrorist organizations. However, even the current level of rocket and mortar shell
fire and the frequent attacks on IDF forces along the border fence disrupt the daily lives
of the western Negev residents.
2. The relative quiet has been exploited by Hamas and the other terrorist organizations for
the as yet incomplete process of rehabilitating and upgrading their military
capabilities. The process is implemented by the vast support provided by Iran and
Syria. In any case, Hamas continues to make it possible, sometimes with its own
involvement or through its proxies, for low-signature shooting attacks and other
terrorist activities to be carried out, and tries to keep a balance between
preventing escalation and waging a campaign of attrition against Israeli civilians.
3. Hamas, to enforce its strategic policy of restraint on the other terrorist organizations
operating in the Gaza Strip, some of which occasionally try to challenge it, uses its security
(and sometimes military) enforcement apparatuses. Hamas also coerced other
terrorist organizations into accepting its policies through agreements meant to
preserve the lull. Its enforcement apparatuses reduced rocket fire and showcase attacks
from the Gaza Strip and at the same time tried to channel the rogue organizations
into accepting the ground rules deemed suitable by hamas.
4. Those Hamas policies have been carried out with varying levels of effectiveness and
determination. Judging by the results, it can be said that Hamas has generally
succeeded in enforcing its policy of restraint on the other organizations, including
its rivals. However, at the end of 2010 and the beginning of 2011 there was been an
erosion in the willingness of the various organizations to obey Hamas' policy, and there was a
certain increase in shooting and other terrorist attacks against Israel.
5. On the ground, in 2009 and 2010 Hamas' restraint policy was effective both quantitatively
and qualitatively. The number of showcase attacks decreased and there was significantly less
rocket and mortar shell fire from the Gaza Strip. In the two years since Operation Cast
Lead, 261 rocket hits were identified in Israeli territory, 158 in 2009 and 103 in 2010.
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One hundred sixty-one mortar shell hits were identified, 108 in 2009 and 53 in 2010
(half of them in December). In addition, several hundred rockets and mortar shells
misfired and landed in the Gaza Strip. The numbers are far lower than those recorded
in the years preceding Operation Cast Lead, illustrated by the following graphs:
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6. To "compensate" for the need to restrain attacks along the Gaza-Israeli border,
Hamas and the other terrorist organizations looked for indirect routes into Israel
through the Sinai Peninsula and naval routes from the sea. Efforts were made to
hide them and on occasion to deny their existence, especially to avoid complicating
relations (complex in any case) with Egypt, which regards the exploitation of the Sinai
Peninsula for terrorist attacks as detrimental to its national security and economy.
7. The use of indirect routes in 2010 was manifested by two instances of launching of
122mm Grad rockets from the Sinai Peninsula at Eilat, Israel's southernmost city.
Responsible for both attacks were operatives from Hamas' Izz al-Din al-Qassam
Brigades in the Gaza Strip. Hamas, however, did not admit responsibility for the attacks
and in one instance even denied the attack had been carried out. In other instances Hamas
and the other terrorist organizations operating in the Gaza Strip sent terrorist squads into
Israel through the Sinai Peninsula to carry out various types of attacks. Those
plans included the abduction and murder of an IDF soldier, his body to be used as
a bargaining chip, and mass-casualty attacks in crowded population centers.
8. The relative quiet was disrupted at the end of 2010 by increasing mortar shell fire
aimed at military and civilian targets and by increasing rocket fire. In February 2011 a
122mm Grad rocket attack was carried out against Beersheba, 42 kilometers (26 miles) from
the Gaza Strip (for the first time since Operation Cast Lead). There was also an increase in
the number of attempted attacks (IEDs, anti-tank fire, sniper attacks) on IDF forces
conducting counterterrorism activities near the border fence, both within Israeli territory and
inside the Gaza Strip (several hundred meters from the fence).
9. In our assessment, Israel's deterrent power still exists and Hamas clearly wants to
continue its policy of restraint to keep the situation from deteriorating. However,
Hamas, its military wing and the other terrorist organizations have increased their
activities and become bolder. Their objective is to test what they can and cannot do visà-vis Israel and extend the limits of their terrorist attacks. Hamas still enforces its
enforcement actions, although on occasion it allows the other organizations slightly more
freedom of action, and infrequently even participates in attacks near the border fence.
10. Hamas and the other terrorist organizations are exploiting the relative quiet on
the ground for a rapid process of rehabilitating and upgrading their military
capabilities. Hamas gives the process priority over rehabilitating the civilian
infrastructure, which demands greater resources. Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad particularly emphasize improving their rocket and mortar shell capabilities,
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considered Israel's home front to be its Achilles heel, and want to be able to strike
Israeli civilians while using Palestinian civilians as human shields.
11. In the two years since Operation Cast Lead, Hamas (with aid from Iran) has
doubled and upgraded its rocket arsenal. It now has thousands of rockets of
various ranges, both standard and homemade, including Fajr 5 rockets which can
reach the center of Israel. The Palestinian Islamic Jihad has also upgraded its
rocket capabilities.
12. Hamas also particularly emphasizes rehabilitating and upgrading its anti-tank
system, which it regards as a response to the IDF's armored advantage. In the past two
years the terrorist organizations operating in the Gaza Strip have equipped
themselves with advanced anti-tank guided missile systems with deeper penetration
capabilities, such as Kornet missiles (the first of which was fired from the Gaza Strip on
December 6, 2010).
13. The process of rehabilitating the terrorist military infrastructure is based on weapons and
knowhow supplied by external sources. It entails exploiting Sudanese territory and
using border-crossing networks of smugglers and merchants, passing through
routes, most of which originate in Iran. As in the past, Iran plays a principle role,
regarding the growing military capabilities being constructed in the Gaza Strip as a tool for
advancing its own strategic objectives.
14. Iranian and Syrian support is manifested in supplying Hamas and the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad with highly advanced weapons, logistical aid in
smuggling them into the Gaza Strip, instruction and training, transferring funds to
the organizations in the Gaza Strip and giving the de facto Hamas administration
in the Gaza Strip political and propaganda support. In addition, Iran fosters special
relations with the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, an Iranian proxy which is not subject to some of
the governmental considerations restraining Hamas.
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Types and Distribution of Terrorist
Attacks from the Gaza Strip (2009-2010)
Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip targeting
Israel (2009-2010)
Overview
21. During the two years since Operation Cast Lead there has been a significant
reduction in the amount of rocket fire from the Gaza Strip, creating a new, better
security situation for the residents of southern Israel. The significant reduction is due
to the restrained rocket policy instituted by Hamas, the result of the deterrent effect
of Operation Cast Lead, combined with Hamas' desire to rebuild the military and civilian
infrastructures damaged in the operation.
22. Between the end of Operation Cast Lead (January 18, 2009) and December 31, 2010,
261 rocket hits were identified in Israeli territory, 158 in 2009 and 103 in 2010. In
addition, about nine rockets originating the Gaza Strip were fired from the Sinai Peninsula,
some of them hitting Eilat and the Jordanian city of Aqaba in 2010. Dozens more rockets are
fired each year but fall inside the Gaza Strip and are not included in the statistics.1 Most of
the launches since Operation Cast Lead have been homemade rockets. In 2010 there were
only eight instances (of 103) of standard 122mm Grad rockets launches.2

1

According to data from the Israel Security Agency website, based on the number of launchings, not hits, 150
rockets were fired at Israel in 2010, that is, approximately one third misfired and fell in the Gaza Strip.
2
A striking example were two 122mm Grad rockets which were launched at Beersheba on February 23, 2011, the
first since Operation Cast Lead, launched by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

9
Multi-annual distribution of rocket fire
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Rocket fire in 2009 (after Operation Cast Lead)
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Monthly distribution of rocket fire in 2010
In 2010, 103 rocket hits were
identified in Israeli territory
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Since the end of Operation Cast Lead, 261 rocket hits have been identified in Israeli
territory. Five of them
in the בולטים
Gaza Strip
and were
2009originated
במהלך שנת
רקטות
 יריlaunched
 אירועיat Eilat from the
Sinai Peninsula. Rockets were also launched which misfired and landed in the Gaza
Strip.

23. The graphs clearly illustrate the significant reduction in rocket attacks since
Operation Cast Lead. In 2009 rocket fire returned to the 2003 level, and in 2010 it was
even lower. In 2009 and 2010 rocket attacks fluctuated between isolated launches and 15 in
months of escalation. However, even the current level of rocket attacks disrupts the
daily life of the residents of the western Negev, although the level and frequency are
lower than before Operation Cast Lead.

Prominent rocket attacks since Operation Cast Lead
24. There have been a number of prominent rocket attacks since Operation Cast Lead, most
of them during the first months after the operation:
1) December 21, 2010 – A homemade rocket landed near a kindergarten in a village
in the western Negev. A young girl sustained minor injuries and ten residents were
treated for shock.
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Homemade rocket identified in a village in the western Negev
(Photo courtesy of Israel's Channel 10 TV, December 21, 2010)

2) July 31, 2010 – A rocket landed near an educational facility in the western Negev.
There were no casualties but the building was severely damaged. A global jihadaffiliated network calling itself the Battalions of the Unity of Allah and Jihad claimed
responsibility for the attack (Ma'an News Agency, July 31, 2010).

Left: Ceiling damaged by rocket hit. Right: Remains of the rocket
(Photo courtesy of Zeev Trachtman, July 31, 2010)

3) July 30, 2010 – A standard 122mm Grad rocket landed in the southern
Israeli city of Ashqelon. A woman was treated for shock. The Popular
Resistance Committees claimed responsibility for the attack (Chinese News Agency,
July 31, 2010). It is uncertain whether the PRC actually carried it out.
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Left: Site of the rocket hit in Ashqelon. Right: Car destroyed by rocket hit
(Photos by Adi Israel, courtesy of NRG, July 30, 2010)

4) March 18, 2010 – A rocket hit a greenhouse in the western Negev to the north of
the Gaza Strip, killing a worker from Thailand. He was the first person killed by a
rocket since Operation Cast Lead.
5) January 2, 2010 – A rocket hit was identified the in the western Negev
city of Netivot. The military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine claimed responsibility for the attack (PFLP military wing website. It was the
first rocket attack on Netivot since Operation Cast Lead. There were no casualties. A
woman was treated for shock.
6) May 19, 2009 – A rocket hit a home in the southern city of Sderot. Two
residents were treated for shock and the building was damaged. Exceptionally, Hamas'
Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades claimed responsibility for the attack. However, later the
same day the claim was removed from the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades website and
replaced with the statement that the rocket had been fired by "the Palestinian
resistance."

A home in Sderot suffers a direct rocket hit
(Photo by Noam Badin courtesy of the Sderot Media Center, May 19, 2009)
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7) February 28, 2009 – Nine rocket hits were identified in Israeli territory.
Two long-range rockets hit Ashqelon, one landing in a schoolyard (empty because it
was Saturday). The building was seriously damaged and glass and metal shards
penetrated the classrooms. Seven civilians living near the school were treated for
shock. Examination indicated the rockets were 175mm of local Gaza Strip production,
with a range of up to 18 kilometers (a little more than 11 miles).

A school in Ashqelon damaged by a rocket
(Photo courtesy of the Ashqelon municipality, February 28, 2009)

8) February 26, 2009 – Three rocket hits were identified in Israeli territory.
Two landed in Sderot. One hit a home and the second fell in an open area near an
industrial zone. Three civilians were treated for shock; the house was damaged.

A home in Sderot damaged by a rocket
(Photo by Meital Ohayon for www.sderotmedia.com, February 26, 2009)

9) February 14, 2009 – A 122mm Grad rocket hit was identified in an open
area southwest of the city of Yavne, a western Negev town to the north of
Ashdod. The rocket was apparently fired from Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip.
10) February 3, 2009 – A 122mm Grad rocket landed between two houses in
Ashqelon. Three civilians were treated for shock; a car was damaged. It was the first
time since Operation Cast Lead that a rocket hit was identified in Israeli territory.
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Grad rocket which hit Ashqelon on February 3, 2009
(Photo by Adi Israel, courtesy of NRG, February 3, 2009)

11) February 1, 2009 – Three rockets were fired, one landing between kindergartens
in the western Negev. Another landed in an open field.

The rocket hit near a kindergarten in the western Negev
(Photo by Roee Idan courtesy of Ynet, February 1, 2009).

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip targeting Eilat
25. In 2010 there were two instances of rockets targeting Eilat, Israel's
southernmost city. They rockets originated in the Gaza Strip but were fired from
the Sinai Peninsula:3
1) August 2, 2010 – Six 122mm Grad rockets were fired at Israel from the Sinai
Peninsula. Three landed in Eilat, one hitting a drainage basin located in the northern
part of the city. There were no casualties. Two rockets fell in the Jordanian city of
Aqaba in front of the Intercontinental Hotel. A Jordanian civilian was killed and
five other civilians were injured, one of them critically. One rocket fell into the
sea.
2) April 22, 2010 – Three 122mm Grad rockets were fired from the Sinai Peninsula at
Eilat and the Jordanian city of Aqaba. One landed in the sea south of Eilat and another
3

No rockets were fired at Eilat in 2009.
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in Aqaba. On April 24 divers found the third rocket about 70 meters (about 77 yards)
south of the Eilat coast at a depth of 30 meters (about 33 yards) (IDF Spokesman,
April 24, 2010).

A car in the Jordanian city of Aqaba hit by a rocket fired from the Sinai Peninsula
(Ibrahim Farajian for Reuters, August 2, 2010)

26. Hamas' Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades operatives were responsible for both
attacks. Hamas did not claim responsibility for either one and denied that the August
2 attack had taken place. The objective of the denial was to minimize political
damage to Hamas' relations with Egypt and Jordan, which regarded the attacks as
detrimental to their national security and economies.
27. In both instances Hamas operatives used standard 122mm Chinese-made Grad
rockets with ranges of 40 kilometers (about 25 miles). The same types of rockets was
used in Operation Cast Lead and were smuggled into the Gaza Strip through the tunnels
under the Egypt-Gaza Strip border. Following the August 2 attack the Egyptian media
accused Iran of responsibility through Hamas and "subcontractors" who made
their livings by smuggling weapons into the Gaza Strip funded by Iran.
28. Hamas' rocket launching squads were sent to the Sinai Peninsula from the
Gaza Strip to fire rockets at Eilat and Aqaba for the following reasons:
1) The desire of Hamas' Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades to extend their
terrorist activity beyond the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria as a challenge to
Israel, Jordan and Egypt. That was because Hamas was obliged into employing a
policy of restraining attacks, the result of Israel's deterrent power and governmental
consideration. In addition it is difficult for Hamas to operate in Judea and Samaria
because of the counterterrorism activities carried out by Israel and the Palestinian
Authority's security services.
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2) Hamas' desire to disrupt the peace process, especially at a time when it
seemed that progress could be made by undertaking direct negotiations.
Hamas and the other terrorist organizations emphasize the importance of jihad,
rejected the legitimacy of Israel's existence, and expressed Hamas' determined
objection to the negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority.
3) The internal dissention within Hamas: The extreme contradiction between its
military wing's firing the rockets and the denial issued by the political leadership in the
Gaza Strip reflected, in our assessment, internal disagreement over the effectiveness of
attacks from the Sinai Peninsula (and possibly over the benefits gained from the policy
of restraint instituted after Operation Cast Lead).

Mortar shell fire (2009-2010)
Multi-annual distribution of mortar shell fire
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identified in Israeli territory
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Monthly distribution of mortar shell fire in 2009 (after Operation
Cast Lead)
In 2009, 108 mortar shell hits were
identified in Israeli territory.
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in Israeli territory, half during December. In
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29. An analysis of mortar shell fire in 2009 and 2010 indicates a sharp decrease in the
number of mortar shells fired compared with the period between 2001 and Operation Cast
Lead. In 2009, immediately after the cease fire arrangement went into effect, the terrorist
organizations stopped rocket attacks almost entirely. In February and March 2009 there was
still a relatively high level of rocket fire (although not as high as during the same period in
2008). However, since June 2009, on the average a relatively small number of
mortar shells fell in Israeli territory.
30. There was a sharp increase in mortar shell fire in December 2010 (28 mortar
shell hits were identified in Israeli territory and about another dozen misfired and
landed in the Gaza Strip). The trend continued in January 2011 as well, but there
was a decrease in February.

Phosphorus mortar shell attacks
31. In September and movement 2010 mortar shells containing phosphorus were fired into
Israeli territory. Their use by the terrorist organizations operating in the Gaza Strip
was not new. During Operation Cast Lead a number of such shells were fired at IDF forces,
apparently by Hamas. However, in general the terrorist organizations do not routinely use
them.

One of the phosphorus mortar shells identified in Israeli territory (Photo courtesy of the Eshkol
Regional Council Spokesman, November 19, 2010).

32. Phosphorus shells are mainly used to attack exposed infantry, create a smokescreen and
temporarily dazzle the forces on the ground. When phosphorus shells hit they cause fire and
a great deal of smoke. The damage they cause at the site of impact is limited in comparison
with that of ordinary explosive shells, and relatively speaking, most of their potential
damage is moral. Human contact with phosphorus can cause burns and damage
internal organs. Such shells can also cause fires which destroy crops.
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Prominent mortar shell attacks since Operation Cast Lead
33. Prominent mortar shell attacks were the following:
1) In December 2010, 28 mortar shell hits were identified in Israeli territory, a
significant increase in the scope of mortar shell fire since Operation Cast
Lead. The trend continued in January 2011 as well.
2) In the middle of September 2010 eight mortar shells, an exceptionally large
number, were fired into Israeli territory. They landed in open areas in the western
Negev. There were no casualties and no damage was done. Some of them
contained phosphorus.
3) August 24, 2009 – Two mortar shells were fired into Israeli territory. One of them
hit an IDF base north of the Gaza Strip; a soldier incurred minor injuries.
4) August 9, 2009 – Two mortar shells landed near the Erez crossing on the Gaza
Strip side of the border. There were no casualties and no damage was done. A network
calling

itself

the

Al-Aqsa

Martyrs

Brigades/Imad

Mughnieh

Squads

claimed

responsibility for the attack (Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades website, August 10, 2009).
5) May 2, 2009 – Three mortar shell hits were identified in an open area near a
village in the western Negev. There were no casualties and no damage was done.
Elements in the Popular Resistance Committees claimed responsibility (Sawt al-Haq
website, May 2, 2009).
6) February 1, 2009 – Four mortar shells were fired during the morning and landed
in a open area in the western Negev. In the afternoon two more mortar shells were
fired. Two IDF soldiers sustained minor injuries from flying shrapnel.
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Summary of rocket and mortar shell fire hits since
Operation Cast Lead
90

Since Operation Cast Lead 422 rockets and mortar
shell hits have been identified in Israeli territory.
Of them 261 were rocket hits and 61 were mortar
shell hits. In addition, several hundred rockets
and mortar shells misfired and fell inside the Gaza
Strip.
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Various types of attacks near the border fence
(light arms fire, anti-tank fire, IEDs)
Overview
34. In 2009-2010 the terrorist organizations operating in the Gaza Strip, among them Hamas,
continued their efforts to attack obliged to carry out intensive counterterrorism
activities, some in Israeli territory and some inside the Gaza Strip near the fence.
35. In addition to the decrease in rocket and mortar shell fire since Operation Cast Lead,
there has been a significant decrease in other types of attacks originating in the
Gaza Strip. However, attacks have also targeted the crossings (despite the fact that
they are vital to the Gaza Strip population) and Israeli civilians performing maintenance and
engineering tasks in the area.
36. Since the end of Operation Cast Lead there have been 222 attacks of various
types originating in the Gaza Strip, among them light arms fire, anti-tank fire and
IEDs (not including the rocket and mortar shell fire into Israeli territory). Of the attacks, 107
were carried out in 2009 and 115 in 2010 (as compared with 683 in 2007 and 429 in
2008).
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Types and number of attacks in 2009 and 2010
37. The following attacks have been carried out since Operation Cast Lead:
1) Light arms fire – There were 73 light arms attacks in 2009 and 89 in 2010
(compared with 253 in 2008, before Operation Cast Lead).
2) Anti-tank fire – There were 11 anti-tank attacks in 2009 and 15 in 2010
(compared with 73 in 2008).
3) IEDs – There were 20 instances of IEDs detonated in 2009 (48 additional IEDs were
neutralized by IDF forces) and 11 in 2010 (compared with 103 in 2008).
38. Since Operation Cast Lead there were a number of attempts to carry out
showcase attacks near the border fence. There were also a number of attempts to
attack Israeli navy vessels patrolling off the Gaza coast. In addition, there were a
number of attacks carried out in the Sinai Peninsula to distance them from the Gaza
Strip (i.e., the Grad rocket attacks on Eilat). However, there were fewer showcase
attacks originating in the Gaza Strip than during the period before Operation Cast
Lead. In addition, during the two years since the operation, no suicide bombing attack
has been carried out from the Gaza Strip.

Various types of terrorist attacks originating in the Gaza Strip in
2009
In 2009, 107 terrorist
attacks were carried out
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Various types of terrorist attacks originating in the Gaza Strip in
2010
In 2010, 115 terrorist
attacks were carried out

16
3
2

3

14

2

12
1

3

1

IEDs
1

Anti‐tank fire
Light arms fire

1
2

2
1

2

3

11

13

6

11

10

2
1

1
8
5

6

5

10
8
6

9

4
2
0

Prominent events of 2009 and 2010
39. A daring showcase attack prevented by the IDF was attempted on June 8,
2009, near the Nahal Oz fuel terminal in the northern Gaza Strip. A squad of 8-10 terrorist
operatives drove to the area in three trucks leading three horses which had been
booby-trapped with IEDs and explosives. Apparently the terrorists intended to carry out
a combined showcase attack which would include detonating the IEDs, an assault and
possibly a penetration into Israeli territory and an abduction. During the exchange of fire five
of the terrorists were apparently killed and others wounded. There were no Israeli
casualties. The global jihad-affiliated Jund Ansar Allah network claimed responsibility
for the attack.

Left: Site of the attempted terrorist attack near the Nahal Oz fuel terminal. Right: One of the trucks
used by the terrorist squad (Al-Jazeera TV, June 8, 2009).
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Jund Ansar Allah operatives train on horseback (possibly in preparation for the terrorist attack) (Jund
Ansar Allah website, June 8, 2009)

40. In 2009 and 2010 there were a number of attacks targeting Israeli navy
vessels carrying out routine security activities off the Gaza Strip coast:
1) On February 1, 2010, Israeli civilians on one of Ashqelon's beaches reported a
suspicious object to the police. Police sappers arriving on the scene found a barrel
containing between 15 and 25 kilograms (33-55 pounds) of explosives. An
identical barrel was found on an Ashdod beach.

Israel Police Force robot neutralizes an explosive barrel on the Ashqelon seashore (Photo by Adi Israel,
courtesy of NRG, February 1,2010).

2) On January 29, 2010, an unsuccessful attempt was made to detonate
barrels of explosives two kilometers (about a mile and a quarter) from the Gaza
coast near Israeli navy vessels patrolling the area. Some of the barrels exploded at sea
and the current swept others into Israeli territory. The Popular Resistance Committees
and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad's Jerusalem Battalions claimed responsibility for
detonating eight naval IEDs at sea (Ma'an News Agency, January 30, 2010).
3) On April 13, 2009, an attempted attack on Israeli naval vessels patrolling
near the Gaza Strip coast was prevented. The sailors identified an unmanned fishing
boat approaching their ships; it exploded nearby. No damage was done to the Israeli
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vessels. According to security sources, there were hundreds of kilograms of explosives
aboard the fishing boat and the explosion was an attempt to hit an Israeli vessel (IDF
Spokesman's website, April 13, 2009).

Preventing terrorist attacks in Israel originating in
the Gaza Strip
41. In 2009 and 2010 the Sinai Peninsula was used as a site from which to dispatch squads
of operatives to carry out terrorist attacks in Israel or as an arena for terrorist attacks.
Its importance as an alternative to the Gaza Strip itself grew in Hamas' perception
expressly because of the policy of restraint it had enforced on the other terrorist
organizations. During those years the Sinai Peninsula served as a route for the squads
which launched rockets at Eilat (see above) and for squads which attempted to infiltrate
Israel. They planned to carry out various types of attacks, including the abduction
and murder of an IDF soldier and mass-casualty attacks in populated civilian
centers.
42. Significant events prevented by the Israeli security forces included:
1) November 2010 – The Israeli security forces prevented an attack planned by the
global jihad-affiliated Army of Islam to abduct Israelis vacationing in the Sinai
Peninsula. It was prevented when three senior Army of Islam operatives were killed
by an Israeli Air Force strike in the northern Gaza Strip. On October 17, two terrorist
operatives involved in planning the attack were killed. On November 3 Israeli aircraft
struck the vehicle carrying Muhammad al-Nimnim, a senior Army of Islam operative,
killing him. Al-Nimnim, who lived in the Shati refugee camp, had been involved in
carrying out terrorist attacks from the Gaza Strip and in planning attacks on Israeli
and American targets in the Sinai Peninsula in collaboration with Hamas
operatives in the Gaza Strip (Tzachi Biran, IDF Spokesman's website, November 3,
2010).
2) December 12, 2009:
i) An IDF force carrying out security activities detained Salman Abu Atiq, a
Hamas operative, and four other infiltrators who tried to enter Israel from
the Gaza Strip through Egypt. They were found to be carrying $15,000 in
counterfeit money. Searches conducted in the area revealed a silencer which
Abu Atiq tried to smuggle into Israel. During interrogation he said that he
was trying to infiltrate Israel to abduct and kill an IDF soldier to use his
corpse as a bargaining chip.
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ii) He also provided information about Ibrahim Zawaraa', a Hamas operative
from Beit Lahia, who was detained on December 31, 2009. In his possession
were found two IEDs weighing 6-7 kilograms (13.2-15.4 pounds) each and a
detonator. During interrogation he admitted that he was supposed to place
the IEDs in a crowded location in Israel within ten days of his arrival in the
country. He also admitted that he was supposed to aid Salman Abu Atiq, whom
he knew, to abduct and murder an IDF soldier.

Two Hamas operatives who infiltrated into Israel for the Gaza Strip
to carry out terrorist attacks

Ibrahim Zawaraa' (Photo courtesy of
the Israel Security Agency)

Salman Abu 'Atiq (Photo courtesy of
the Israel Security Agency)

4) November 26, 2009 – An IDF force operating near the Israel-Egypt border
identified an suspicious figure carrying a bag and attempting to cross the border. When
the force tried to stop him, he abandoned the bag and fled. The bag was found to
contain an IED weighing about 15 kilograms (33 pounds) which was apparently
meant to be used in a terrorist attack in Israel (IDF Spokesman's website, November
26, 2009).
5) June 1, 2009 – The Israel Security Agency and the Israeli police detained Abd alRahman bin Khalil Talalqeh, born 1984, a resident of the Nuseirat refugee camp in
the central Gaza Strip and a Popular Resistance Committees operative. He
infiltrated into Israel from the Gaza Strip through the Sinai Peninsula with
the intention of setting up a terrorist network in Israel to carry out various
types of terrorist attacks. During interrogation he described his military training and
the preparations made by PRC operatives in the southern Gaza Strip. The training he
received included firing various types of weapons, manufacturing chemicals used in
explosives and improvised weapons, booby-trapping cars, preparing explosive
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belts and bags, detonating IEDs, using a GPS, map-reading and geographical
orientation for collecting intelligence.4

Abd al-Rahman bin Khalil Talalqeh (Photo courtesy of the Israel Security Agency, July 5, 2009)

6) February 2, 2009 – An IDF force identified a suspicious vehicle driving in an
open area in the region south of Mt. Hebron. The driver did not stop when
requested, but stopped suddenly and opened fire on the soldiers. The soldiers returned
fire and killed the shooter. A search conducted after the incident revealed a
Kalashnikov assault rifle, a 9mm pistol with a bullet in the barrel and a number of
magazines (IDF Spokesman's website, February 2, 2009). Apparently the terrorist
was on his way to carry out a shooting attack, possibly a mass-casualty
attack, in Israel.

Summary of the Israel casualties resulting from terrorist
attacks originating in the Gaza Strip
43. In the two years since Operation Cast Lead there has been a significant decrease in
the number of Israelis killed and wounded by terrorist organizations operating in
the Gaza Strip. There have been five deaths, one civilian (a worker from Thailand)
killed by a rocket attack and four IDF soldiers killed during counterterrorism
activities.5
44. The number of casualties in 2009 and 2010 was lower that in the years preceding
Operation Cast Lead, especially those caused by rocket and mortar shell fire, which were
responsible for most of them. Between 2001 and 2008, until Operation Cast Lead, 14 civilians
were killed by rockets fired from the Gaza Strip, eight civilians and two IDF soldiers were
killed by mortar shells and several hundred were wounded, while thousands, including
children, suffered from anxiety, shock and post traumatic stress disorder.
4

For further information see the date ITIC bulletin, "The Israeli security forces detained Abd al-Rahman Talalqeh, a
Popular Resistance Committees operative in the Gaza Strip"
5
Data valid through December 31, 2010. In January 2011 there were a number of other casualties. On January 6 six
foreign workers were wounded, one of them critically, by mortar shell fire. On January 7 an IDF soldier was killed
and four were wounded by friendly fire when an IDF mortar shell launched at a terrorist squad placing and IED
misfired due to a technical difficulty.
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45. The following were the attacks originating in the Gaza Strip which have led to
the deaths of Israeli civilians and soldiers since Operation Cast Lead:
1) March 26, 2010 – In IDF force near the Kissufim crossing identified a terrorist
squad placing an IED. The force entered the area to conduct a search. During a chase
and exchange of fire a hand grenade exploded, killing two IDF soldiers and
wounding two others. Two armed Palestinians were killed in the clash.
2) March 22, 2010 – A tank crew engaged in operational activities in the central Gaza
Strip identified three suspicious figures crossing the security fence into Israeli territory.
The crew initiated a chase on foot. An IDF force sent to the location mistakenly
identified the tank crew as suspicious and opened fire. One IDF soldier was killed
by the friendly fire. The three infiltrators were detained and taken for questioning.
3) March 18, 2010 – A rocket hit a greenhouse in a farming community north of the
Gaza Strip, killing a worker from Thailand.
4) January 27, 2009 – An IDF soldier was killed, an officer was critically
wounded and two other soldiers were wounded. That occurred when an IED
exploded near an IDF patrol moving along the Gaza Strip security fence. According to
initial reports the attack was carried out by a network affiliated with the global jihad.

IDF forces exchange fire with Hamas' Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades operatives (Izz al-Din al-Qassam
Brigades website, April 28, 2010).
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Terrorism Policy Employed by Hamas and
the Other Terrorist Organizations
Operating in the Gaza Strip
Hamas
46. Since Operation Cast Lead, Hamas has been pursuing a restrained policy of
terrorist attacks. It is primarily the result of Israel's deterrent capabilities, which
were restored following the operation. Additionally, Hamas wants to avoid a premature
resumption of a full-scale military conflict with Israel and enjoy a time-out to
rehabilitate its military, administrative and civilian infrastructure.
47. Ideologically and strategically, Hamas' topmost priorities are "liberating" all
Palestinian land through jihad ("resistance") and establishing an Islamic
Palestinian state on its territory. However, the tension between Hamas' ideology and
strategy on one hand and its day-to-day pragmatic considerations on the other has caused
controversy and criticism of the restraint policy, both within Hamas and among the other
terrorist organizations operating in the Gaza Strip.
48. Thus since Operation Cast Lead Hamas has used its security networks, and sometimes
the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, to impose its policy on the various terrorist
organizations not committed to the governmental and practical considerations
affecting Hamas. Such organizations include the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Salafi and
jihadist networks affiliated with the global jihad (and hostile to Hamas), local Fatah networks,
and other terrorist groups such as the Popular Resistance Committees and the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine. Hamas is also trying to make those organizations sign
agreements to uphold the lull.
49. In many instances, the aforementioned tensions have made Hamas choose not to use
harsh measures against the rogue organizations, instead preferring to establish
coordination mechanisms to carry out terrorist attacks in ways which will not
prompt a massive Israeli response. Hamas has emphasized preventing rocket and mortar
shell fire into Israel, and directing most of the attacks to the area near the border fence, both
on their own initiative and in response to IDF activity. In some cases (generally when the IDF
conducted counter-terrorism activity in the security perimeter beyond the border) Izz al-Din
al-Qassam Brigades squads operated with the other organizations, although such activities
were kept low-key.
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50. The enforcement activities conducted by the Hamas military and security networks
include:
1) Patrols, sweeps and deployment of forces along the border with Israel to block
squads on their way to launch rockets in the eastern and northern Gaza Strip.
2) Detainment of squads, and sometimes their commanders, on their way to carry out
terrorist attacks (in most instances, the Hamas security networks quickly released the
detainees).
3) Raids on houses in the eastern and northern Gaza Strip from whose vicinity rockets
can be fired.
4) Confiscation of weapons found in the possession of rogue squads and operatives.
5) Public announcements warning rogue terrorist organizations to cease their activities
(arguing they could "jeopardize the resistance" or drag the Gaza Strip into another
round of unbearable fighting).
51. In some cases, Hamas' policy of restraint and its enforcement on the various
organizations have led to clashes between Hamas and organizations attempting to
challenge it. Noteworthy is the tense relationship between Hamas and the global jihadaffiliated Salafi jihadist networks, which have repeatedly attempted to carry out terrorist
attacks in violation of Hamas' policy of restraint and sought to challenge its political rule
in the Gaza Strip. The most prominent clash took place on August 14, 2009, when Hamas
used considerable military force to suppress a global jihad-affiliated network known as Jund
Ansar Allah (Army of Allah's Supporters).6

The escalation in late 2010 and early 2011
52. In the two years since Operation Cast Lead, the number of rockets fired into Israel has
occasionally increased to 11-15 a month (still far from the amount of rocket fire during the
escalation before Operation Cast Lead). In late 2010 and early 2011, rocket fire
increased targeting Israeli territory and at Israel forces operating in the Gaza
Strip security perimeter, several hundred yards from the border fence. In February
2011 the severity of the attacks increased when two Grad rockets fired at Beersheba.
53. Twenty-eight mortar shells landed in Israeli territory in December 2010, compared to
sporadic fire (from none to eight) since June 2009. Mortar shell fire continued to increase in
6

For further information see the September 1, 2009 ITIC bulletin, Hamas steps up its struggle against the global
jihad-affiliated networks trying to challenge its control of the Gaza Strip"
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January 2011 and decreased again in February. The number of terrorist attacks against IDF
forces operating near the border fence also increased (IEDs, anti-tank fire, sniping attacks,
and mortar shell fire). On December 6, 2010 an advanced Kornet anti-tank missile was used
against an IDF tank for the first time.
54.In our assessment, Israeli deterrence is still in force and Hamas is still committed to
the logic of its restraint policy and wants to prevent an escalation on the ground.
The escalation originates with the other terrorist organizations and Hamas'
military wing. They have increased their activity and become more daring due to pressure
exerted by operatives on the ground, who want to see how far they can push the IDF. Hamas
apparently continues counterterrorism activities, while sometimes giving the smaller
organizations more leeway or even taking part in terrorist attacks near the border fence to
establish new rules of engagement with the IDF.

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ)
55. Since Operation Cast Lead there has also been a considerable decrease in the
terrorist activities of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the second most important terrorist
organization in the Gaza Strip. The decrease is not a result of a restrained terrorist attack
policy, but of more vigorous enforcement by Hamas, which forced the PIJ to accept
its own policy. In practice, however, PIJ operatives still perpetrate occasional terrorist
attacks (or at least attempt to do so), including shooting at IDF forces, setting IEDs,
and firing rockets and mortar shells at population centers in southern Israel. PIJ
terrorist attacks were sometimes perpetrated in collaboration with other organizations (such
as the PFLP).
56. Speaking about the current attack policy, Palestinian Islamic Jihad deputy
secretary-general Ziyad Nakhaleh said that no decision or agreement had been reached
with Hamas requiring his organization to maintain the lull, but that the PIJ had its own
reasons for avoiding avoid an escalation with Israel. He further added that his
organization would fire rockets in case of a any military confrontation with Israel (Al-Hayat,
April 17, 2010).
57. On another occasion, Ziyad Nakhaleh said that the organization had made no decision
to resume large-scale operations against Israel or stop the rocket fire, but that it
had also made no decision to announce a ceasefire. He said it was a situation that
would last until the circumstances allowed responding [to Israel's activities]. He further said
that the Palestinian Islamic Jihad did not want in a formal lull agreement or
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cessation of rocket fire, and that it would not give up the right of "resistance" [i.e.,
terrorist attacks] (Al-Watan, January 13, 2010).
58. The following are examples of major terrorist attacks perpetrated by the PIJ since
Operation Cast Lead:
1) December 2, 2010: Two Palestinian Islamic Jihad operatives were killed
by IDF forces while setting IEDs along the border fence between Israel and the Gaza
Strip. Found in their possession were small arms, uniforms and an IED (IDF spokesman
and Jerusalem Brigades website, December 2, 2010).
2) October 17, 2010: An IDF aircraft attacked a PIJ squad in the northern Gaza Strip
as it was preparing to fire rockets, preventing the attack (IDF spokesman, October 17,
2010). Palestinian media reported that a PIJ operative was killed, and several
others were injured (Safa, Qudsnet, PalPress, October 17, 2010).
3) May 21, 2010: two PIJ terrorists infiltrated into Israeli territory near the village of
Nirim (western Negev). They were killed in an exchange of fire with IDF forces. Two
assault rifles and ammunition clips were found near their bodies (IDF spokesman, May
21, 2010). They may have been planning to attack IDF forces operating near the
border fence.
4) January 10, 2010: The Israeli Air Force attacked a terrorist squad near Deir alBalah (central Gaza Strip) as it was preparing to fire rockets (IDF spokesman, January
10). Palestinian media reported that three operatives from the PIJ military wing
were killed in the attack, and another was severely injured.
5) December 25, 2009: An IDF force identified four terrorists near the security fence
in the northern Gaza Strip (near the Erez crossing). When they did not respond to
warnings the IDF force opened fire, killing three operatives. The following day,
three IEDs were discovered on the scene.
6) September 25, 2009: The Israeli Air Force attacked a PIJ squad in the northern
Gaza Strip on its way to fire rockets into Israel (it was the first such attack after
Operation Cast Lead). The IAF struck after the operatives left the vehicle that brought
them to the site. Three operatives who had fired several rockets into Israel
were killed. One of them was Kamal Dahdouh, the son of Khaled Dahdouh, a former
PIJ commander in the Gaza Strip. Also killed was Muhammad al-Banna, the brother of
a PIJ senior operative, who had carried out a suicide bombing attack in Israel. Prior to
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the attack the operatives had fired several rockets at population centers in the western
Negev.
7) May 17, 2009: Two IEDs exploded in the Gaza Strip, slightly more than a mile to
the southeast of the Erez crossing. There were no casualties. Their objective was
probably to hit IDF forces engaged in counterterrorism activities in the area. The
Jerusalem Brigades, the PIJ's military wing, and the Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades (the
PFLP's military wing) claimed joint responsibility for the attack, claiming it was aimed at
two IDF jeeps (Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades website, May 17, 2009).
59. The Hamas security networks conducted operations against Palestinian Islamic Jihad
squads and were able to prevent several terrorist attacks, mainly rocket attacks into Israel.
Thus in some instances tensions arose between Hamas and the PIJ, sometimes
escalating into violent clashes.

Local networks of Fatah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades
60. After Operation Cast Lead, local networks of Fatah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades
continued operating from the Gaza Strip. Formerly sponsored and financed by
Fatah, they are currently led by local operatives. The networks operate according to local
interests rather than functioning as a cohesive organization. Their commitment to Fatah and
its policy of terrorist attacks eroded over the years, while they reinforced their operational
bonds with organizations like the PIJ.
61. From time to time, the local networks attempt to carry out terrorist attacks
and challenge Hamas' restrained policy of terrorist attacks (in most cases cooperating
with other small organizations). The terrorist attacks perpetrated by Fatah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs
Brigades usually take place near the security fence, and include setting IEDs, shooting at IDF
forces engaged in routine security activities, infiltrating into Israeli territory, and sometimes
firing rockets and mortar shells. The networks possess a variety of weapons (including small
arms, anti-tank weapons and mortar shells), and some operatives have been trained as
sappers.
62. Two examples of terrorist attacks with Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades involvement:
1) January 29, 2010: Explosions were heard about a mile off the coast of the Gaza
Strip. Fatah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, the PRC, and the PIJ's Jerusalem Brigades
claimed responsibility for setting off eight explosive charges (Ma'an News Agency,
January 30, 2010).
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2) March 18, 2009: Fatah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades claimed responsibility for
firing a rocket at Sderot (Fatah message board, March 18, 2009) and firing another
rocket in response to what they referred to as "excavations under the Al-Aqsa Mosque"
(Al-Ahed, March 22, 2009).

The Popular Resistance Committees (PRC)
63. The PRC was established by Fatah operatives. Shortly thereafter, it splintered from Fatah
and became a separate terrorist organization with close ties to Hamas. It is currently
divided into three factions, some of which cooperate with Hamas in joint activities.
64. Since Operation Cast Lead, the PRC has tried to carry out terrorist attacks, mostly
targeting IDF forces operating near the security fence. Various PRC factions have claimed
responsibility for firing rockets and mortar shells and setting IEDs, often in cooperation with
other organizations.
65. The following are examples of major terrorist attacks, or attempted terrorist
attacks, involving PRC operatives:
1) June 21, 2009: An IDF force on routine patrol identified four IEDs placed along the
border fence near Kissufim (central Gaza Strip). As the IEDs were being disarmed,
operatives fired two mortar shells and small arms at the force. There were no
casualties. A PRC faction claimed responsibility for the attack (Qudsnet website, June
22, 2009).
2) July 5, 2009: Three mortar shells were fired at an IDF patrol near the Sufa
crossing in the southern Gaza Strip. The so-called PRC military wing claimed
responsibility (Qawem website, July 5, 2009).
3) July 23, 2009: A group of Israelis working near the Sufa crossing came under fire.
There were no casualties. After the incident, fire was opened at an IDF force that was
patrolling the area. A PRC faction claimed responsibility for the attack (PRC website,
July 23, 2009).
4) January 1, 2010: Four mortar shells were fired at the village of Kerem Shalom and
a rocket was fired at Kissufim. A PRC faction claimed responsibility for the attack (PRC
website, January 1, 2010).
5) March 1, 2010: An anti-tank rocket was fired at an IDF force conducting a sweep
near the security fence in the Beit Lahiya region (northern Gaza Strip). There were no

34
casualties. The PRC claimed responsibility for firing the rocket (Muqawama website,
March 2, 2010).
6) May 21, 2010: During a routine IDF patrol near the security fence in the southern
Gaza Strip, an IDF tracker was shot and seriously wounded by sniper fire. The PRC
claimed responsibility (PRC website, May 21, 2010).
7) July 30, 2010: A 122-mm Grad rocket landed in the city of Ashkelon. A local
civilian was treated for shock. It was the first standard rocket fired in over a year and a
half. The PRC claimed responsibility (Chinese News Agency, July 30, 2010).
66. The Hamas security networks have enforced Hamas' policy on the PRC,
although not intensively; in most cases, detained PRC operatives were released
immediately after their detention. Moreover, in some cases PRC operatives were
handled by Hamas. For example, in May 2010 Hamas detained PRC military operatives who
attempted to kidnap IDF soldiers near Nahal Oz (Fatah message board, May 29, 2010).
Twenty PRC operatives were also detained on charges of firing rockets into Israel and
torching a UNRWA summer camp.7 PRC members admitted to firing rockets into Israel, but
denied any involvement in the summer camp arson (Al-Sharq al-Awsat, May 30, 2010).

The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP)
67. The PFLP is an organization with relatively low operational capabilities and a small
number of operatives. It is a rogue organization which does not comply with Hamas' policy of
terrorist attacks. Since the end of Operation Cast Lead, PFLP operatives have been
responsible for terrorist attacks such as sniping, anti-tank fire and mortar shell, and setting
IEDs. The PFLP operates mostly in the northern Gaza Strip and collaborates with other
terrorist organizations.
68. The following are some examples of terrorist attacks carried out by the PFLP:
1) October 5, 2009: Israeli civilians working near the security fence came under fire.
The PFLP military wing and Fatah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades jointly claimed
responsibility for the attack (Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades website, October 5, 2009).

7

For further information see the May 26, 2010 ITIC bulletin, " Educating the younger generation in the Gaza Strip:
summer camps organized by UNRWA in "competition" with Hamas, are a target for threats and assaults.
Armed men recently torched an UNRWA summer camp. Hamas condemned the event but minimized its importance,
advising
UNRWA
to
change
its
ways
"
at
http://www.terrorisminfo.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/hamas_e106.pdf.
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2) June 25, 2009: The Nahal Oz fuel terminal was attacked by small-arms fire. There
were no casualties. The PFLP military wing claimed responsibility for the attack (Abu Ali
Mustafa Brigades website, June 25, 2009).
3) May 22, 2009: An IDF patrol vehicle was attacked with an IED about a mile
northeast of the Karni crossing in the northern Gaza Strip. The PFLP military wing
claimed responsibility (Abu Ali Mustafa website, May 22, 2009).
4) June 24, 2010: The PFLP and the PIJ jointly claimed responsibility for firing 12
mortar shells from Beit Hanoun (northern Gaza Strip) at an IDF force engaged in
routine security activity. Six mortar shells landed in Israeli territory. The force also
came under small-arms fire. There were no casualties (PFLP website, June 24, 2010).

The Popular Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP)
69. The PFLP has relatively low operative capabilities and a small number of operatives. Since
Operation Cast Lead, its operatives have made many attempts to carry out terrorist attacks,
most of which have been prevented. The organization is currently most active in the northern
Gaza Strip, with its operatives focusing on attempts to attack IDF forces engaged in routine
security activity along the border fence. It often collaborates with other organizations.

Networks affiliated with the global jihad
70. Salafi-jihadist networks have been thriving in the Gaza Strip in recent years.
Some of them are violent and terrorist-oriented, aiming to turn the Gaza Strip into a local,
regional and international hub of global jihad and propagate their ideas by preaching
(da'wah) to the local population. The Salafi jihadist networks aspire to establish an Islamic
regime based on the Sharia (Islamic religious law) in the Gaza Strip and a return to the roots
of early Islam, with some going as far as to advocate the reestablishment of the Islamic
Caliphate.

They

disregard

the

governmental

and

national-Palestinian

considerations and constraints that Hamas needs to take into account, particularly
after Operation Cast Lead.
71. The jihadist networks in the Gaza Strip and Al-Qaeda consider Hamas a movement which,
despite its radical Islamic ideology, has strayed from the path of true Islam, since it has
become involved in the Palestinian political system and ceased jihad against Israel, which,
they claim must continue at all times.
72. Since Operation Cast Lead, the networks affiliated with global jihad have
increased their activities in the Gaza Strip. They often claim responsibility for rocket and
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mortar shell fire, at times in cooperation with other terrorist organizations. They also
attempted a showcase attack near the Nahal Oz fuel terminal in the northern Gaza Strip
(June 8, 2009) and an abduction operation in the Sinai Peninsula, both of which were
prevented.
73. The two major Salafi jihadist networks are:
1) Army of Islam: A network established in early 2006, when its operatives splintered
from the PRC. The network is ideologically affiliated with jihad organizations. It is
currently the largest, most dominant global jihad network in the Gaza Strip, and has
higher operative capabilities compared to the others. The network took part in the June
2006 abduction of Gilad Shalit, when its name was released for the first time. Since
Operation Cast Lead, it has made several attempts to carry out showcase
terrorist attacks against Israel.
2) Army of Allah's Supporters in Palestine:8 First announced in November 2008,
the network proclaims it follows the ideology of global jihad. Its name was mentioned
following an attempted showcase terrorist attack at the Nahal Oz crossing (June 8,
2009). According to Gaza Strip sources, many of its operatives are former Hamas
members. On August 14, 2009, the network was brutally suppressed by Hamas after
its leader announced the establishment of an Islamic emirate in Palestine. It has
remained active since the incident, albeit on a lower scale.
74. Networks affiliated with the global jihad are often integrated into terrorist operations
carried out by rogue organizations in the Gaza Strip which oppose Hamas' policy of restraint.
In addition to firing rockets into Israel, their operatives have been responsible for more
complex terrorist attacks, particularly the attempted joint showcase terrorist
attack near the Nahal Oz fuel terminal (June 8, 2009).9 The increasing power of these
networks in the Gaza Strip and their attempts to carry out terrorist attacks (particularly the
showcase attack near Nahal Oz) have challenged Hamas' policy and increased the tension
between it and operatives belonging to global jihad-affiliated networks.

8
9

Jund Ansar Allah fi Aknaf Bayt al-Maqdis.
For further information see the June 14, 2009 ITIC bulletin, Internet and terrorism.
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Rocket fired into Israel by a global jihad-affiliated network known as Army of the Nation (Al-Alam TV,
January 28, 2010)

The homepage of Army of Allah's Supporters in Palestine, a global jihad-affiliated network

75. In October 2010, the Army of Islam attempted to kidnap Israelis or other nationals
in the Sinai Peninsula. The attack was apparently prevented when two Army of Islam
leaders involved in its planning were killed. Senior operative Muhammad al-Namnam was
killed on November 3, 2010, when an Israeli aircraft attacked his car. On November 3, 2010,
the IDF spokesman's website reported that al-Namnam, a resident of the Shati refugee camp,
was involved in carrying out terrorist attacks in the Gaza Strip and planning attacks
against Israeli and American targets in the Sinai Peninsula in cooperation with
Hamas elements in the Gaza Strip. Islam Yassin, another senior Army of Islam
operative and the network leader's right-hand man, was killed in an air raid on November 17.
His brother died in the raid as well.
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Islam Yassin's car after the air raid (aljazeeratalk.net, November 19, 2010)

Exporting terrorism from the Gaza Strip
76. The existence of global jihad-affiliated terrorist networks in the Gaza Strip creates a
potential for exporting terrorism whose objective is to destabilize various Middle Eastern
countries, mainly Egypt. Egypt appears to be particularly concerned because of its proximity
to the Gaza Strip, its strong domestic radical Islamic opposition, and the collaboration
between global jihad elements and Bedouin tribes in the Sinai Peninsula.
77. The Gaza Strip's status as an exporter of terrorism was documented shortly
before the outbreak of the internal crisis in Egypt. The former interior minister,
followed by Egyptian media, accused the Gaza Strip-based Army of Islam of
involvement in a mass-casualty suicide bombing attack at a Coptic church in
Alexandria (January 2011, leaving 25 dead and dozens of injured). Army of Islam operatives
in the Gaza Strip were accused of orchestrating terrorist activities in Egypt for AlQaeda and maintaining contact with terrorist operatives through the tunnels
between Egypt and the Gaza Strip (which pose a threat to Egypt's national security,
according to the interior minister). The Army of Islam has also been accused of involvement
in other terrorist attacks carried out in Egypt in recent years, including a terrorist
attack in Cairo's Al-Khalili market where a French tourist was killed (February 22,
2009).10
78. In June 2010, a terrorist cell of 11 members was exposed in Morocco. Members included
Moroccans from Casablanca, Azilal (Atlas Mountains), and Oujda (eastern Morocco), as well
as Palestinians. The cell's leader was Yahya al-Hindi, aka Abu Qatada al-Shami, a
Palestinian from the Gaza Strip. In his earlier days, he belonged to the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad and was influenced by Al-Qaeda's ideology.

10

For further information see the February 2, 2011 ITIC bulletin, Exporting terrorism and subversion from the Gaza
Strip.
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79. In 2006 Yahya al-Hindi established a terrorist network in the Gaza Strip
affiliated with the global jihad, which called itself The Unity of Allah and Jihad in
the Land of Ribat.11 The network planned attacks against Israel and several times claimed
responsibility for rocket attacks targeting communities in the western Negev. According to
media reports, al-Hindi visited Afghanistan, where he underwent military training
at Taliban camps. He also received training in manufacturing and using explosives (AFP,
June 22, 2010; Arab Maghreb News Agency, June 21, 2010; posterous.com, July 2, 2010).
While in Afghanistan, he joined Al-Qaeda operatives, including operatives from Morocco.
When he returned to the Gaza Strip he contacted them though jihadist websites,
and they remained in contact for three years.12

11

The land of the ribat ("frontier") is the term for the outskirts of Muslim territory where battles are fought
between Muslims and infidels to defend Islamic lands. The term is used to refer to "Palestine," which is considered
an "occupied" [by Israel] land. The Palestinians are considered a kind of garrison whose role is to participate in the
future jihad to liberate the holy places of Islam. The terrorist organization Fath al-Islam also uses the term "the land
of ribat."
12
For further information see the August 19, 2010 ITIC bulletin, The Gaza Strip as a regional exporter of terrorism.
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Rehabilitation and Upgrade of Hamas'
Military Capabilities since Operation Cast
Lead
"The military wings [of the organizations in the Gaza Strip] now have an operations room,
they have training programs, preparations, coordination between the various sectors, means
of communication between the sectors, the production [of weapons] has increased, weapons
are coming in… The issue of preparations [for possible fighting in the Gaza Strip] will have
the Israeli enemy thinking a hundred times before any act of aggression." PFLP/GC leader
Ahmed Jibril interviewed by an Iranian TV station two years after Operation Cast Lead (AlAlam TV, January 9, 2010).

Overview
80. Following Operation Cast Lead, Hamas examined the various components of its military
capabilities and began applying the lessons learned in the war. In the two years since the
operation, Hamas has invested considerable resources in repairing the damage to its military
network in order to restore and even upgrade its operational capabilities. While the process is
still ongoing, so far not only has Hamas improved its military capabilities, it has
considerably upgraded them in comparison to the situation immediately before Operation
Cast Lead.
81. A major factor in the restoration of its operative capabilities was the acquisition of new
(and sometimes improved) weapons to replace those destroyed in Operation Cast Lead.
Some weapons were independently manufactured by Hamas and the other terrorist
organizations using local, Iranian or Syrian know-how, while others, mostly
originating in Iran, were smuggled into the Gaza Strip through the tunnel
network.
82. Hamas' military buildup:
1) The smuggling of weapons into the Gaza Strip resumed and even
intensified.
2) Independent manufacturing capabilities have been improved since the
damage done by Operation Cast Lead to most of its weapons manufacturing sites and
rocket stockpiles.
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3) Rocket and mortar shell fire capabilities have been significantly improved.
4) Hamas has acquired advanced anti-tank and anti-aircraft systems.
83. In the process of applying the lessons of Operation Cast Lead, Hamas has improved
the tactics used by its operatives to blend in with the population and use civilians
as human shields (tactics which, in Hamas' view, proved themselves in Operation Cast
Lead). After the operation, Hamas undertook the following:
1) Disguising operational vehicles as civilian and belonging to foreign
institutions,

as

ambulances,

press

vehicles,

commercial

vans

with

advertisements, taxi signs, etc.
2) Placing operatives in Hamas-affiliated healthcare institutions, mosques, and
charitable societies.
3) Establishing a network of underground shelters connected via tunnels,
mostly in schools.
4) Placing military communications posts in civilian houses.
5) Placing operational rooms in hospitals by the Hamas security networks.

Upgrade of rocket and mortar systems

Hamas operatives hold an RPG-29 launcher with a matching rocket (Al-Jazeera TV, February 28, 2009)
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Launching tubes for 122-mm Grad rockets set into the ground (Al-Jazeera TV, February 28, 2009)

84. In Hamas' warfare doctrine, rocket and mortar shell fire is a significant anti-Israeli
offensive weapon. Like Hezbollah and other terrorist organizations, Hamas realizes that
the Israeli home front is Israel's Achilles heel, and can be exploited both in routine
activities and crisis situations like Operation Cast Lead. The doctrine is consistent with Iran's
strategy of creating a rocket threat to the Israeli home front from both Lebanon (through
Hezbollah) and the Gaza Strip (through Hamas and the other terrorist organizations).
85. Consequently, in the past two years Hamas has made considerable efforts to rebuild,
expand and upgrade its rocket and mortar systems. There have been an increased
stockpiling of standard and homemade rockets and mortar shells, increase of the
rockets' range to make it possible to reach the center of Israel, and improvements
in the logistics system and launch readiness. The efforts are apparently a success, as
indicated by remarks made by Hamas' Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades operatives who
expressed satisfaction over the improvements in the rocket systems.13
86. In the two years since Operation Cast Lead, Hamas has doubled the number of its
rockets and improved their quality. Its current arsenal includes thousands of
rockets of various ranges, including hundreds of rockets with a range of 40 km. In
addition, they possess rockets with a range of 75 km which can reach Tel-Aviv.

13
Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades sources expressed satisfaction over the performance achieved by BM-21 rockets, the
Chinese version of 122-mm Grad rockets. According to those sources, the rockets have demonstrated greater range
and blast effect than self-produced rockets as well as the original Russian-made rockets. A commander of Hamas'
military wing said that, after Operation Cast Lead, it was decided by Hamas that standard rockets are preferable to
their self-produced counterparts (World Tribune, April 7, 2010).
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The rocket threat to the Israeli home front (as at
December 31, 2010)
4 km – 2.2 miles (upgraded Qassam 2 rocket)
17 km – 9.2 miles (Qassam rocket)
20 km – 10.8 miles (Grad rocket)
40 km – 21.6 miles (upgraded Grad rocket)
75 km – 40.5 miles

Tel Aviv

Palmahim
Rehovot

Ashdod
Jerusalem

Ashqelon

Kiryat Gat

Sderot
Gaza Strip
Netivot

Beersheba
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Types of rockets held by Hamas and other terrorist
organizations
Standard rockets
87. Fajr-5 rocket (fajr is Persian for "dawn"), an Iranian-made artillery rocket. It has been
manufactured in Iran since 1991 with North Korean (and perhaps Chinese) assistance.
88. Technical specifications:


Range: about 75 km – 46.6 miles



Weight: 915 kg – 2,017 pounds



Maximum diameter: 333 mm – 13 inches



Length: 6.5 m – 7.1 yards



Warhead weight: 175 kg – 385.8 pounds
Fajr-5 rocket

89. Improved 120mm rocket for ranges of up to 40 km – 24.8 miles.

90. 122mm rocket for ranges of up to 20 km – 12.4 miles.
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91. 107mm rocket for ranges of up to 10 km – 6.2 miles.

Homemade rockets
92. 90mm and 115mm rockets with a maximum range of 6 to 12 km – 3.7 to 7.4
miles, according to diameter.

93. Short 90/115mm APC rocket.

94. Iranian 168mm rocket for ranges of up to 20 km – 12.4 miles.

46

Mortars possessed
organizations

by

Hamas

and

other

terrorist

95. 120mm standard Iranian-made mortar:


Diameter: 120 mm – 4.72 inches



Maximum range: 6.1 km – 3.8 miles



Weight of explosives: 2.3 kg – 5 pounds TNT

120mm standard mortar

96. 120-mm standard Iranian made mortar with an auxiliary rocket engine:


Diameter: 120 mm – 4.72 inches



Range: 10 km – 6.2 miles



Weight of explosives: 2.15 kg – COMP-B

97. 60 to 90-mm self-produced mortar shell:


Weight: 3-5 kg – 4.73 pounds



Maximum range: 1.8 km – 1.1 miles



Weight of explosives: 400 g – 0.9 pounds COMP-B

60 to 90-mm self-produced mortar shell

Upgrade of anti-tank system
98. In Hamas' warfare doctrine, anti-tank weapons are one of the key factors in dealing
with the IDF's armored vehicle advantage. A major lesson learned by Hamas from Operation
Cast Lead concerns the issue of using anti-tank weapons, which, in Hamas' view, were not
put to the best possible use in the operation. As part of the process of applying the lessons
learned from Operation Cast Lead, Hamas makes efforts to rehabilitate and establish
its anti-tank capabilities as an integrated, orderly, and well-trained system armed
with advanced weaponry.
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Terrorists carrying an anti-tank launcher
(photo by Muhammad Salem for Reuters, December 27, 2010)

99. Assimilating the lessons learned in Operation Cast Lead, terrorist organizations operating
in the Gaza Strip have equipped themselves with advanced anti-tank guided missile
systems with greater penetration capability, such as Kornet missiles, the first of
which was fired at an IDF tank on December 6, 2010. The tank was hit but the missile did not
explode (former Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Gabi Ashkenazy speaking at the Israeli
Parliament's Foreign and Security Committee, ynet, December 21). Having such missiles
significantly improves the terrorist organizations' capabilities and increases the
anti-tank threat posed to the IDF's armored vehicles.

Anti-tank missiles possessed by Hamas and other terrorist
organizations
Kornet (AT-14 Spriggan)
100. An advanced Russian-made laser-guided anti-tank system designed to destroy armored
vehicles. Its warhead is capable of penetrating reactive armor. The Kornet was used by
Hezbollah in the second Lebanon war. In December 2010, Lieutenant General Gabi
Ashkenazy reported that a Kornet missile had been fired at an IDF Merkava tank and
penetrated its armor.
101. Technical specifications:


Weight: 27 kg – 59.5 pounds



Length: 1,200 mm – 47 inches



Diameter: 152 mm – 6 inches



Range: 100-5,500 m – 109 yards to 3.4 miles

Kornet
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Konkurs (AT-5)
102. A Russian second-generation guided anti-tank system. Iran manufactures a replica
called Towsan-1/M113.
103. Technical specifications:


Maximum range: 4,000 m – ¼ mile



Penetration: 650 mm – 25.6 inches



Warhead weight: 3.5 kg – 7.7 pounds

Konkurs

Sagger (AT-3)
104. A Russian first-generation wire-guided anti-tank system with a HEAT warhead.
105. Technical specifications:


Weight: 10.9-12 kg – 24-26.5 pounds



Weight of explosives: 1.2 kg – 2.6 pounds



Diameter: 120 mm – 4.72 inches



Length: 1,005 mm – 39.6 inches



Range: 500-3,000 m – 0.3-1.86 miles

Sagger

Fagot (AT-4 Spigot)
106. A Russian second-generation anti-tank missile with a multiple launcher. Lightweight and
compact, it comes in three variants, including one with a double warhead for penetrating
reactive armor. Hezbollah also has such missiles in its possession. It is aimed to replace the
heavier Sagger missiles, giving anti-tank teams more flexibility, mobility, and better chances
of hitting the target.
107. Technical specifications:


Weight: 11.5 kg – 25.3 pounds



Length: 1,030 mm – 1.13 yards



Diameter: 120 mm – 4.72 inches



Range: 2 km – 1.24 miles

Fagot
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Examples of anti-tank weapons
RPG-29
108. An anti-tank rocket launcher developed by Russia. The rocket is equipped with a tandem
HEAT warhead capable of penetrating reactive armor. Hezbollah used such rockets in the
second Lebanon war.
109. Technical specifications:


Diameter: 105 mm – 4.3 inches



Total weight: 11.5 kg – 25.3 pounds



Total length: 1,850 mm – 2.2 yards



Range: 500 m – 0.3 miles

RPG-29

RPG-7
110. The most common rocket launcher in the world, developed by Russia. Considered a
reliable, efficient, and low-cost weapon. It is the weapon of choice for terrorist organizations,
guerilla forces, and militias. Also used by regular armies.
111. Technical specifications:


Launcher weight: 7 kg – 15.4 pounds



Diameter: 40 mm – 1.57 inches



Length: 950 mm – 3 feet



Range: may be used to launch many kinds of ammunition for ranges of 40-300 m



Weight of explosives: 400 g – 14.1 ounces

RPG-7

Al-Yassin
112. Hamas' homemade anti-tank rocket. Has a maximum range of 100-150 m – 109-194
yards.

Al-Yassin

50

Improvement of weapons-manufacturing
capabilities
113. The weapons-manufacturing network at the base of Hamas' and other terrorist
organizations' arsenals was damaged in Operation Cast Lead. Its reconstruction was an
important part of Hamas' military buildup.
114. In the two years since Operation Cast Lead, the weapons-manufacturing network
has been reconstructed and even improved. Efforts are focused on extending range,
increasing the size of warheads, improving accuracy and increasing the size of rocket
stockpiles. In addition to developing new rockets, existing rockets are improved and further
developed.

Improvement of smuggling capabilities
115. Reconstructing and upgrading Hamas' military strength requird the largescale smuggling of standard weapons, originating mostly in Iran. The smuggling
route goes through Sudan to the Sinai Peninsula and from there to the Gaza Strip.
Most of the arms are smuggled into the Gaza Strip through the extensive tunnel network dug
along the border with Egypt.
116. Since Operation Cast Lead Hamas has improved and institutionalized the
network of smuggling tunnels, making it possible to smuggle large quantities of
weapons to the Gaza Strip, including small arms and machineguns, hundreds of rockets
and mortar shells, dozens of tons of explosives and raw materials for their production. The
tunnels were also used to bring advanced weapons into the Gaza Strip, such as standard
longer-range rockets (the Fajr-5) and anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons. Raw
materials for production of advanced weapons were also smuggled into the Gaza Strip.

Left: A tunnel between the Gaza Strip and Egypt. Right: Mike Kirsch, a reporter for Al-Jazeera in
English, in a tunnel in Rafah (Al-Jazeera English, January 26, 2009).
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117. Most of the high-quality weapons possessed by Hamas and the other terrorist
organizations originate in Iran. An extensive cross-border smuggling network was created
to transfer them to the Gaza Strip by sea and land routes. The network runs through Sudan
and employs arms smugglers who operate in the Sinai Peninsula for financial gain.
118. In March 2009, American and Arab media reported that Israel had attacked a convoy in
Sudan carrying a shipment of weapons en route to the Gaza Strip:
1) On March 25, CBS reported that in January 2009 Israeli planes had attacked a
convoy of twenty trucks in Sudan. They were allegedly carrying weapons destined for
the Gaza Strip. According to the report, the attack took place in a desert region
southwest of Port Sudan and resulted in the deaths of 39 people.
2) On March 29, Time Magazine reported that a weapons shipment had been
attacked. According to the article, the shipment originated in Iran and included longrange Fajr missiles capable of reaching Tel-Aviv.
3) On March 30, Time Magazine reported that the 23-truck convoy had been
attacked by dozens of fighter planes and UAVs. When photographs taken by UAVs
showed that the convoy had been only partially hit, it was bombed once again by F-16
planes.

Photographs reported by Al-Jazeera to have been taken at the attack site in Sudan
(Al-Jazeera, March 16)

119. In mid-2009, Egypt, which considers the smuggling activity a threat to its national
security, began the construction of an underground barrier along its border with the Gaza
Strip, designed to help stop the smuggling. The barrier consists of metal plates, each several
dozen centimeters thick, about 80 meters, or 87.5 yards away from the border, at depths of
15-30 m, or 16.4-32.8 yards. The construction was stopped in late 2010 after a stretch of 7.5
km, or 4.66 miles, was completed of the total planned length of 10 km, or 6.2 miles. Thus the
Egyptians did not seal the Egyptian part of Rafah, where many of the tunnels operate.
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120. The Egyptians did not pursue the construction of the barrier in Rafah's urban area since
they did not want to confront the local Bedouin population (whose relations with the Egyptian
authorities are extremely tense). The construction of the underground barrier had Hamas
concerned over its possible impact on the smuggling industry. The end result shows,
however, that Hamas has found ways to overcome the obstacle (including by
breaching it) and that neither the barrier nor other measures taken by the
Egyptians had a significant effect on the smuggling of weapons and ammunition
into the Gaza Strip.14

Egyptian excavation works in Rafah for the construction of the barrier (Felesteen, December 18, 2010)

Training and improvement of fighting capabilities
121. Another important factor in the reconstruction of Hamas' military capabilities is training.
The relative calm that settled over the Gaza Strip following Operation Cast Lead has allowed
Hamas, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the other terrorist organizations to conduct
intensive training in and outside the Gaza Strip. The training emphasizes improving soldiering
skills and fighting capabilities. In addition, specific training sessions were held on the
operation of advanced weapons, such as firing rockets and mortar shells and using anti-tank
missiles, anti-aircraft weapons, etc.
122. For example, on the second anniversary of Operation Cast Lead (December 27, 2010),
Al-Jazeera TV broadcast a story about joint training conducted by Hamas and the other
terrorist organizations in preparation for new acts of "aggression" by Israel against the Gaza
Strip. The terrorist operatives were shown training in the use of small arms, heavy
machineguns and IEDs. One exercise simulated the abduction of an IDF soldier (Al-Jazeera
TV, December 27, 2010).

14

For further information see the January 14, 2010 ITIC bulletin, Tension between Egypt and Hamas following the
construction of an underground barrier.
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Left: Camouflaged operative fires an anti-aircraft machinegun. Right: A terrorist operative carries a
"wounded Israeli soldier" in a simulated abduction (Al-Jazeera TV, December 27, 2010)

Left: Terrorist operative armed with a machinegun. Right: Terrorist operative carries an anti-tank
rocket launcher (Al-Jazeera, December 27, 2010)

Promoting the rehabilitation of Hamas' military
infrastructure
123. The de facto Hamas administration has strongly promoted the military
rehabilitation process, unlike the civilian rehabilitation process (which requires
greater resources).
124. Remarks made by Hamas political bureau chief Khaled Mashaal clearly
illustrate the importance Hamas places on reconstructing its military infrastructure:
1) At a meeting held in Damascus Khaled Mashaal during a conference of Arab parties
Khaled Mashaal said, "On the surface, [statements in the Gaza Strip] refer to
reconciliation [between Hamas and Fatah] and rebuilding, however, what is not
revealed is that most of Hamas' funds and efforts are invested in the
resistance and military preparations…" He added that the donations received by
Hamas were invested in preparations for "escalating the resistance" (i.e.,
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preparations for escalating terrorist attacks against Israel from the Gaza Strip) (Filastin
al-Aan, November 12, 2009).

Khaled Mashaal at a conference of Arab parties in Damascus (Filastin al-Aan, November 12, 2009)

2) Interviewed by Al-Watan (August 16, 2009), Mashaal said that just as Hamas and
the other organizations had developed their fighting capabilities before the Gaza Strip
fighting [Operation Cast Lead], they continued to develop them after it, "despite the
difficult conditions." That was because, he added, "our land is occupied and it is our
right to acquire the weapons, whatever the circumstances." According to
Mashaal, it is the Palestinians' "right" to "break the siege" on the Gaza Strip using the
tunnels, supposedly used to transfer only vital commodities (Mashaal does not publicly
admit that the tunnels are also used to smuggle weapons for Hamas' military buildup).
125. The importance of the reconstruction of military force is manifested by the
limited amount of cement coming entering Gaza Strip (due to restrictions imposed by Israel).
Reliable information, updated to 2010, based among other things on aerial photos, indicates
considerable increase in the use of cement and concrete by Hamas' military wing.
They were used to build posts, training compounds, and storage sites; line offensive and
defensive tunnels; and create cemented facilities for launching rockets.15
126. However, while Hamas gives priority to the military uses of cement, it has launched a
propaganda campaign claiming that the civilian reconstruction has been halted by a shortage
of cement caused by the Israeli "siege." Accordingly, humanitarian aid delivered to the Gaza
Strip (including the Mavi Marmara flotilla) has included cement, and international aid
organizations ran a fundraising campaign on the media to purchase cement for Hamas.

15

For further information see the June 14, 2010 ITIC bulletin, Reliable intelligence indicates that Hamas uses cement
for military needs
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Call to donate money for the purchase of cement for the Gaza Strip population
(Free Gaza Movement website, April 12, 2010)

127. Hamas has also given priority to entrenching its security control. It has rehabilitated
its security networks, used to enforce Hamas' terrorist attack policy on the other
organizations, restore public order and take control of the streets, and as an important
governmental symbol. An important personality in the enforcement of Hamas' control is Fathi
Hamad, who was officially appointed interior minister of the de facto Hamas administration
on May 5, 2009.

Interior Minister Fathi Hamad visits the northern Gaza Strip to inspect sites hit in Operation Cast Lead
(Al-Aqsa TV, June 14, 2009)

128. In addition to the reconstruction of its military and security systems, Hamas also makes
efforts to rehabilitate the civilian infrastructure hit in the fighting. However, it lags behind
the military reconstruction and proceeds slowly, mostly with the assistance of
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international organizations. Today, about two years after Operation Cast Lead, debris from
buildings destroyed is still evident on the streets and parts of the infrastructure have not been
rebuilt. While Israel is blamed, Gazans also consider Hamas responsible for the damage
caused by Operation Cast Lead and unable to kick start large-scale reconstruction efforts on
the ground. Some criticism has been expressed by Gaza Strip residents, but so far it has not
challenged or posed a threat to Hamas' grip of the Gaza Strip.
129. The two years since Operation Cast Lead have also seen a gradual, closelycontrolled process of Islamization led by Hamas power (even at the price of public
criticism). The process involves gender segregation in public places (beaches and a water
park, which was closed for allowing men and women to mingle); inculcation of what Hamas
considers Islamic values in government ministries; increase of school hours dedicated to
Qur’an and Islamic law studies; organization of Islamic-themed summer camps (while
opposing UNRWA for its "overly secular" summer camps); enforcement of Islamic dress codes
for women; closing markets on Fridays; shutting down secular websites, etc.

57

The Military Buildup of the Other
Terrorist Organizations since Operation
Cast Lead
Overview
130. In Operation Cast Lead, the burden of fighting the IDF fell mostly on Hamas. The
Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) carried out limited activities, mainly firing 100 rockets into
Israeli territory. The contribution of other organizations was negligible.
131. When the operation ended the various organizations quickly resumed their usual
activities. They returned to building up their military strength while carrying out terrorist
attacks within the restrictions imposed by Hamas. However, Operation Cast Lead left its mark
on the various terrorist organizations in a number of areas:
1) Broad understanding by most terrorist organizations of the need for military
buildup, mainly with regard to the improvement of rocket fire capabilities.
2) Lack of commitment to Hamas' pragmatic considerations (due to Israel's
deterrent power) and opposition to its policy of restraint.
3) Growing trend among the rogue terrorist organizations, and even rogue
operatives, to carry out attacks that violate the policies of their own organizations
and of Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
4) Establishment and proliferation of independent networks affiliating
themselves with global jihad, posing a challenge to the Hamas administration
(which has occasionally deteriorated into violent incidents).

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ)
132. In recent years, and particularly after Operation Cast Lead, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad
has been involved in a military buildup. The organization currently has several thousand
operatives, including several hundred hard-core members. The PIJ puts a great deal of effort
into developing its rocket and mortar shell fire capabilities (with the assistance of Iran, which
considers the PIJ a controlled proxy). The capabilities established by the PIJ make it a
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considerable military threat, particularly due to its ability to fire rockets and mortar shells
at Israel's home front, including central Israel.
133. Immediately after Operation Cast Lead, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad began rebuilding
the military infrastructure hit in the fighting, a fact it even made public. About two weeks
after the end of the operation, media representatives were invited to witness PIJ operatives
in training, the message being that everything was back to normal. At the same time, the PIJ
geared up its reorganization and military buildup. That was made possible by massive
assistance from Iran, mostly in rocket development, training and instruction, giving knowhow to operatives in the Gaza Strip, and assistance in weapons smuggling.

Footage shot by a reporter for Iran's Al-Alam TV, who joined PIJ's Jerusalem Brigades on training
(Al-Alam TV, February 1, 2009)

Al-Jazeera TV reporter on training with the PIJ Jerusalem Brigades (Al-Jazeera TV, February 1, 2009)

134. On November 9, 2009, Palestinian Islamic Jihad military operatives held a graduation
ceremony for a group of operatives who had completed a training course. The theme of the
ceremony was "At your service, Al-Aqsa." The course, held in the Gaza neighborhood of AlZeitoun, lasted about two months and included various types of training, including the use of
live ammunition. The graduation ceremony was attended by PIJ leaders. Khaled al-Batash, a
senior PIJ figure, said the courses and training would not stop until "the flags of Islam and
jihad fly over the walls and minarets of Al-Aqsa Mosque" (PIJ website, November 9, 2009).
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Graduation ceremony for PIJ operatives who underwent a training course
(PIJ forum, November 9, 2009)

135. As part of its military buildup, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad has devised a regular warfare
doctrine, acquired advanced weapons and considerably improved its weapons-manufacturing
capabilities. Interviewed by Sawt al-Quds radio (November 2010), Abu Ahmed, a
spokesman for the PIJ's military wing, said that at a recent meeting of the commanders of
the Gaza Strip military wings (i.e., of the terrorist organizations), they had discussed the
possibility of joint activity in case of war against Israel. He stressed that if a war broke out,
"we will use all the force we have and hit places much farther than before" (hinting at
the PIJ's upgraded rocket capabilities). He added that the most important thing was "to
transmit the experience acquired [in the Gaza Strip] to organizations in the West
Bank" so that they could use it "on a daily basis" against settlers and IDF forces (Pal Today,
November 25, 2010).

Fatah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades
136. Since Operation Cast Lead, operatives belonging to local Fatah networks have been
arming themselves, building up their military strength, and making structural changes in the
networks because of conflicts between operatives.
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Fatah operative Abu Dajaneh describes how the Fatah military wing manufactures rockets. He says
that several hundred rockets with ranges of up to 15-20 km, or 9.3-12.4 miles, have been
manufactured in recent years (Al-Arabiyya TV, February 5, 2009)

Popular Resistance Committees (PRC)
137. The PRC has also been reconstructing its military infrastructure, which was hit in
Operation Cast Lead. However, the organization has grown weaker due to personal and tribal
conflicts and divisions, in which Hamas was covertly involved (April 2009, October 2009). The
PRC continues to develop its rocket manufacturing capabilities, conducts training and carries
out terrorist attacks against Israel.

Al-Arabiyya TV reporter covering a kidnapping exercise conducted by PRC operatives (Al-Arabiyya TV,
February 2, 2009)
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Iranian support
138. Iran considers Hamas and other terrorist organizations, especially the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, an important tool to be used for the advancement of its strategic objectives,
key among which are its pursuit of regional hegemony and the development of
deterrence to prevent Israel from taking action against it. Through Hamas and other
terrorist organizations, the Iranian-Syrian axis may increase its influence in the Arab and
Muslim world, challenge Abu Mazen's authority, undermine the negotiations between Israel
and the Palestinian Authority, and export radical Islam to other Sunni countries, mainly Egypt
(which considers the Hamas administration, the growing power of radical Islam in the Gaza
Strip and the spread of Iranian influence in the region as a security threat to itself and the
entire region).
139. Thus Iran has been playing a key role in reconstructing and upgrading the
terrorist organizations operating in the Gaza Strip, mainly Hamas and the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad. In particular, Iran provides advanced weapons, funds training
for military operatives and directs activities in Arab countries (and other places), primarily
Syria and Lebanon.
140. After Operation Cast Lead Iranian assistance to Hamas increased for the
reconstruction of its military infrastructure in the Gaza Strip. Iran is currently the
main supplier of advanced weapons to Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. The majority
of the terrorist organizations' work relations with the Iranians takes place in Syria and
Lebanon, sometimes with the assistance of Hezbollah.
141. The Iranian assistance consists of the following:
1) Training operatives by the Revolutionary Guards' Quds Force.
2) Assistance in the development and manufacture of weapons.
3) Transferring weapons, including Fajr rockets with a range of 75 km, or 46.4
miles, which can reach central Israel, and additional advanced weaponry.
4) Transferring funds to Hamas.
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142. Iran also extends political and propaganda backing to the Hamas
administration in the Gaza Strip. Iran's senior officials are constantly in contact with the
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad leadership in Damascus. The frequent contacts between
the leaders of Iran and the terrorist organizations have been widely covered by Iranian and
Arab media:
1) On February 11, 2009, Palestinian Islamic Jihad secretary-general met with Iran's
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. At the meeting, Ramadan Shalah congratulated
Ahmadinejad on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Islamic revolution and
praised Iran's stance on the recent developments in the Gaza Strip (Operation Cast
Lead). Ramadan Shalah also met with Iran's National Security Council chairman Saeed
Jalili. At the meeting, Shalah thanked Iran on behalf of the Palestinian people and the
"resistance" [i.e., terrorist organizations] for its help and support "in the
confrontation with the Zionist regime" (ISNA, February 11). During the visit, Shalah
gave a speech at a rally in Tehran, where he thanked the Iranian people for their
assistance to the Palestinians and the "resistance" (Al-Jazeera TV, February 10).

Ramadan Shalah at a meeting with Ali Khamenei, Iran's Supreme Leader
(Al-Alam TV, February 11, 2009)

2) On December 13, 2009, a Hamas delegation headed by its political bureau chief
Khaled Mashaal paid an official visit to Iran. The delegation met with Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei, President Ahmadinejad, Foreign Minister Manuchehr Mottaki,and other
Iranian officials. During his meeting with Iran's National Security Council chairman
Saeed Jalili, Khaled Mashaal thanked Iran for its "constant assistance against the
occupiers," saying that the Iranian people shared the victories of the Palestinian
"resistance" (Palestine-info, December 14, 2009).
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Hamas Political Bureau chief Khaled Mashaal at a meeting with Iran's Foreign Minister Manuchehr
Mottaki (IRNA, December 14, 2009

3) During his visit to Iran in January 2010, Khalil al-Hayya, a member of the Hamas
political bureau, said that Iran supported the movement financially, morally, and
politically.16 He also claimed that the support was "unconditional" (Asr-e Iran, January
20, 2010).

Hamas Political Bureau member Khalil al-Hayya on a visit to Iran
(Fars, January 17, 2010)

4) In February 2010, Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad paid an official visit to
Syria and met with President Bashar Assad and Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah. He
also met with Hamas political bureau chief Khaled Mashaal. They discussed
coordination between Iran and the Palestinian organizations following the Israeli
government's decision to include the Cave of the Patriarchs and Rachel's Tomb in the
conservation program of national heritage sites. Khaled Mashaal stressed the
significance of the Iranian president's visit to Syria to unite the efforts of "regional
elements of resistance" against Israel (Al-Manar, February 25, 2010).

16
Iran transfers to Hamas funds estimated at hundreds of millions of dollars. For further information see the date
ITIC
bulletin,
"Iranian
Support
of
Hamas"
at
http://www.terrorisminfo.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/html/iran_e004.htm.
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143. Despite Iran's massive assistance to the Hamas administration in the Gaza Strip, Iran's
relations with Hamas are fundamentally tense because Hamas, a radical Sunni
organization, attempts to maintain its decision-making independence and prevents
Shi'ite Iran from turning the Gaza Strip into an area under its complete control (unlike Iran's
relations with Hezbollah in Lebanon). However, Iran continues to nurture its special
relations with the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, which has no restraining governmental and
national-Palestinian considerations and is ready to promote Iran's strategic interests
without the ideological and pragmatic restraints of Hamas.

