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The Iranian media publicized an interview 
with an Iranian expert on Palestine who 

visited Turkey and met with IHH operatives. 
He described the circumstances surrounding 

the establishment of IHH as an Islamist, 
jihadist organization whose operatives 

fought in Bosnia, and stressed the influence 
of Khomeini's ideology on the organization's 

activity. 
  

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Left: The front cover of a book about the Mavi Marmara flotilla which was published in Turkey. Right: A 
picture from the book showing a banner hung on the upper deck of the Mavi Marmara. The names on 
the banner, Sarajevo, Gorazde and Srebrenica, were sites of massacres during the 1992-1995 war 
Bosnian war. It illustrates the direct line drawn by IHH from the organization's military involvement in 
Bosnia to the aid it gives Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 
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Overview 

1. On August 25, 2010, Yazdan Karimi, an Iranian researcher considered an expert 

on Palestinian issues, was interviewed by the Iranian news agency Fars, which has 

a conservative editorial policy and is close to Ahmadinejad. The interview centered around 

the Turkish Islamist organization IHH, its founding and its participation in the fighting aboard 

the Mavi Marmara. 

2. The interview was conducted following Karimi's weeks-long visit to Turkey, 

where he met with and interviewed the IHH leader and organization operatives. 

Sympathetic to IHH and the flotilla, the interview was printed under the title "Gaza's ship of 

liberation [i.e., the Mavi Marmara] sailed [on waves of] the Ayatollah Khomeini's 

ideology." 

3. Karimi described the circumstances surrounding the establishment of IHH in 

1992. He said it was founded as a jihadist Islamic organization which sent fighters 

(mujahideen) to Bosnia to help the local Muslims fight the Serbs. IHH, headed by 

Bülent Yildirim, later established a financial-social network using charity money (zakat) to 

extend its activities to many locations around the globe. He noted that IHH provided 

Muslim communities with material, educational and religious aid (i.e., in addition to its 

humanitarian activities, IHH operates like other "charitable societies" of the same 

nature, such as those of Hamas and Hezbollah, to indoctrinate radical Islamic 

ideology). 

4. Following the publicity IHH received in the Mavi Marmara flotilla, an American website 

dealing with the study of terrorism and the Middle East posted an article about IHH's 

involvement in the fighting in Bosnia entitled "IHH: From the War in Bosnia to the Gaza 

Flotilla" (See Appendix III). A recent article in the Serbian daily Banja Luka Glas Sprske 

claimed that IHH is still active in Bosnia and that funds collected in Bosnian 

mosques are transferred to Hamas (See Appendix IV). IHH is a participating member 

of the Union of Good, which sends funds to Hamas, and for that reason it was outlawed by 

Israel. 

5. The fighting aboard the Mavi Marmara as described by Karimi is based on statements 

made by IHH operatives and its leader, Bülent Yildirim. The description is one-

sided and distorted, accuses Israeli soldiers of indiscriminately shooting at Mavi 

Marmara passengers and of mistreating them after the takeover of the ship. Similar 

descriptions appeared in Turkey and in our assessment may correspond to the spirit of 

the "testimonies" given by IHH operatives to the investigating committees of the 

Turks and of the UN Human Rights Council, which sent a "fact-finding" team to Turkey 

and took statements from flotilla passengers. 
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6. At the end of the interview Karimi stated that IHH was inspired by the ideology of the 

Ayatollah Khomeini. He said that IHH operatives told him they believed in Khomeini's 

famous dictum, that if each Muslim threw a bucket of water on Israel, it would be 

erased. According to Karimi, the slogan appeared on a banner at the memorial 

service for the flotilla casualties (second half of July).  

7. The Appendices: 

A. Appendix I -- The main points of the interview with Yazdan Karimi, Iranian 

expert on Palestine, about IHH and the fighting aboard the Mavi Marmara. 

B. Appendix II -- The ideological dimension of transferring Islamic charity 

funds to finance terrorist activity  
C. Appendix III -- "IHH: From the War in Bosnia to the Gaza Flotilla," an 

article by Jean-Charles Brisard, from the analyst-network.com website 

D. Appendix IV -- Banja Luka Glas Sprske September 15, 2010 article, "IHH 

raises funds in Bosnia for Hamas" 
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Appendix I  

  

The main points of the interview with Yazdan 
Karimi, Iranian expert on Palestine, about IHH and 

the fighting aboard the Mavi Marmara1  
 

The circumstances surrounding the establishment of IHH 
 

1. IHH was founded in 1992 by Turkish mujahideen [jihad fighters]. Its immediate 

goal was to support the Muslims fighting the "occupation forces" in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 

other areas. The Islamic fighters from Turkey were transported to Bosnia and other 

war zones by IHH and supported the Muslim fighters operating in those regions.2 

2. At around the same time, the Turkish mujahideen asked the Turkish Red 

Crescent for help for their fighters wounded in Bosnia, but were refused [Note: At 

that time, the Turkish regime was hostile to IHH and other Turkish Islamist 

organizations]. Therefore, IHH established its own network to support Muslims in battle 

zones, and in addition to support for the poor and weak around the world. 

 

3. The founders of IHH, headed by Bülent Yildirim, also used Islamic capabilities and potential 

to collect money. They encouraged Muslims to contribute zakat, khams and waqf3 funds to 

provide IHH with as much money as possible to enable the organization to operate 

more widely (See Appendix II for information on how money collected by charities 

is used to fund terrorist activity). 

 

4. IHH gave extensive aid to the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon and the 

Gaza Strip during, before and after the Second Lebanon War and Operation Cast 

                                                 
1 For the full version in Farsi see http://www.farsnews.net/printable.php?nn=8906030730 
2 The fighters who arrived in Bosnia from Arab-Muslim countries were called mujahideen. They were organized into 
brigades and participated in the fighting in Bosnia from 1992-1995. At that time IHH headquarters were in Germany 
and it had offices in Zagreb and Serbia. It had links to Algerian terrorist organizations and with Iran. (For further 
information see the Shaul Shai, Islamic Terrorism in the Balkans, (Hebrew), The Herzliya Interdisciplinary Center, 
The International Institute for Counterterrorism, 2006, pp. 80, 83-85), henceforth Shaul Shai.  
3 Zakat is alms, charity, and one of the Five Pillars of Islam. In time it became a kind of tax paid by Muslims around 
the world (usually voluntarily and sometimes a fixed percentage of the individual's income). Khams is literally one 
fifth. It is a 20% income tax paid by Shi'ites but not Sunnis, who only contribute zakat. Shi'ite clerics sometimes use 
the money for their own purposes and thus have great power. Waqf is the endowment of Muslim community assets 
for helping the poor and funding public Muslim necessities (mosques, schools, hospitals, cemeteries, etc.) 
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Lead.4 IHH branches in Africa also support Muslim orphans with material aid, 

education and religious studies, and establish Muslim religious schools, etc. 

 

IHH involvement in aid convoys to the Gaza Strip 

5. After Operation Cast Lead (December 2008-January 2009) IHH began "sending aid to the 

Gaza Strip." Initially, Egypt prevented the first IHH convoy from entering the Gaza Strip 

however, "in light of the organization's firm stance, the Egyptians eventually capitulated." 

Karimi added that IHH's activities were joined by Viva Palestina, the organization of George 

Galloway, a former British MP. Viva Palestina collected a great deal of support from various 

European countries, including Greece, Britain and Ireland.5 

6. At the beginning of 2010 IHH expanded its efforts to "break the siege on Gaza." 

It used its money to purchase three ships (the Mavi Marmara, the Gaza and the 

Daphne) because most of the shipping companies, fearing an Israeli attack, were 

unwilling to rent boats. When Turkey refused to let the ships sail under its flag, they 

sailed under the Comoro Islands flag carrying Comoro Islands documents. 

The events aboard the Mavi Marmara 

7. Yazdan Karimi spoke with IHH leader Bülent Yildirim about the events aboard the Mavi 

Marmara. Yildirim stated, Karimi reported, that from the very first he was convinced Israel 

would attack the ships and force them to change course, but he and his comrades were 

surprised by the strength of the Israeli "attack." In addition, IHH operatives told him they 

thought Israel would use underwater explosives to disable the Mavi Marmara's engines and 

stop the ship from sailing.6 

8. IHH operatives described the action to Karimi by saying that "passengers were divided into 

a number of groups and each had its own mission. They were briefed and reported to the 

places assigned them, everything done to prevent the Israelis from gaining access to the 

deck."7 He then gave a biased, selective and sometimes untrue description of the events 

provided by an IHH operative. 

                                                 
4 Yazdan Karimi, using terminology learned from IHH operatives, represents the aid as going "to the Gaza Strip" and 
ignores the fact that in effect it is given to the de facto Hamas administration, with which IHH has close relations. 
5 The reference is to the Lifeline 3 convoy (December 2009-January 2010). Prominent among its participants were 
George Galloway's Viva Palestina and IHH operatives headed by Bülent Yildirim. They conducted a violent 
confrontation with the Egyptian security forces, which ended with dozens of wounded Egyptians.  
6 Diving equipment was found on board the Mavi Marmara, including four full diving suits (fins, goggles, wetsuits and 
oxygen tanks). Two underwater spear guns were also found. Diving equipment is routinely found on ships but in our 
assessment at least some of it was brought aboard based on the assumption that the Israeli Navy would 
try to disable the ship below the waterline.  
7 The description is similar to our information and to the statements of passengers, which indicate that the 
violence employed by IHH against the IDF was neither spontaneous nor self defense, but premeditated 
and organized in advance and carried out by the hard core of dozens of IHH operatives. The operatives 
were briefed by their commander, Bülent Yildirim. They were separated from the other passengers, put on bullet 
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9. Two months after the events Israel returned the Mavi Marmara and the other two vessels 

to Turkey. IHH operatives claimed that Israel renovated and painted sections of the Mavi 

Marmara "to hide the evidence of its crimes." A Turkish forensic team collected 200 shell 

casings left on the Mavi Marmara. They were interpreted as a message intended to frighten 

the Turkish man in the street. IHH activists claimed to Karimi that Israel also left blood-

stained clothes, bulletproof vests and first aid stretchers on board, all returned with the ships.  

Consequences of the flotilla according to IHH 

10. As far as IHH is concerned, the flotilla to the Gaza Strip was "very successful," 

even though it did not reach its destination. However, according to IHH, it exposed 

Israel to the world as "an entity seeking bloodshed and not afraid to commit crimes." After 

the events European countries initiated meetings with Israeli ambassadors, an unusual 

occurrence. Even Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, who is considered "an ally of the 

occupiers," was forced to open the Rafah crossing. As far as IHH was concerned, the flotilla 

was widely covered by the media, no less than Operation Cast Lead and the Second Lebanon 

War. 

11. IHH operatives told Karimi that the organization was currently concentrating 

all its efforts on trying Israel in international courts of law, and that they were 

closely monitoring the events.8  

12. Karimi claimed that the link between the Ayatollah Khomeini's ideology and the flotilla 

was widely discussed in his conversations with IHH operatives. He concluded the article by 

saying that IHH was inspired by Khomeini's ideology. He said that "Bülent Yildirim 

and his deputy, Gülden Sönmez,9 [said that they] believe in the Ayatollah 

Khomeini's famous dictum, that 'if each Muslim throws a bucket of water on 

Israel, it will be erased' by the ensuing flood." 

13. As proof of the influence of the dictum, Karimi said that 50 days previously [i.e., during 

the second half of July] there was a memorial service in Turkey for the casualties of the 

flotilla. The Ayatollah's dictum was on a banner hung in the hall in which the 

service was held. He ended his article saying that "all the activists who 

participated in the flotilla to liberate the Gaza Strip dream of saying a prayer of 

thanks in the city of Al-Quds [i.e., Jerusalem] to bring about the liberation of 

Palestine."  

                                                                                                                                            
proof jackets and masks and armed themselves with weapons prepared in advance. They separated in to a number 
of groups and took up positions to which they had been assigned in advance.  
8 Complaints have in fact been made against senior Israeli figures in various courts around the world or the intention 
to make such complains has been publicized, because of the flotilla affair. 
9 Karimi's information was not correct. Gülden Sönmez is not Bülent Yildirim's deputy, but rather a senior member of 
the organization. He is the deputy of Ahmet Faruk Unsal, an IHH leader and former member of the Turkish 
parliament, representing the AKP (Erdogan's ruling party). In addition to his IHH duties, Ahmet Unsal is also the 
chairman of an Islamist organization called Mazlum-der.  
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The end of the article, which deals with the influence of 
the Ayatollah Khomeini on IHH activities  

  
   در جريان مقاومت خاورميانه و آاروان آزادي غزه) ره( تفكرات امام خميني* 

به گوش تمام مردم جهان رسيده است مگر اينكه ) ره(تفكر انقلابي امام خميني  :دهد مي آريمي ادامه

 شديم روش آنها شديم، متوجه مي نخواهد بشنود؛ زماني آه با برخي از افراد وارد بحث مي آسي

  .بود) ره(همان سبك رفتاري امام خميني 

امام «شد، آنها اذعان داشتند  رح ميمط) ره(خميني  زماني آه بحث تفكر امام: دارد وي بيان مي 

اگر روز قدس «گفتند  و با برخي از آنها آه صحبت آردم مي» دادند جسارت انقلابي را به ما) ره(خميني 

   .»فلسطين به نفع اسرائيل تمام شده بود و اسمي از قدس نبود نبود امروز قضيه

زدند و به طور غيرمستقيم  ثال ميروزه م 22آنها از جنگ : گويد فلسطين مي اين محقق در موضوع

 رئيس سازمان» بلند يلديريم«آه تفكرات آنها از تفكرات امام راحل نشأت گرفته است؛  شد فهميد مي

IHH  معاون رئيس سازمان » گولدن سونمز«وIHH  اگر «اينكه  مبني بر) ره(به اين فرمايش امام خميني

    .اعتقاد دارند» برد ل ميريخت، اسرائيل را سي هر مسلمانان يك سطل آب مي

در ترآيه برگزار  روز گذشته 50در همايش يادواره شهداي آاروان آزادي غزه آه حدود : افزايد وي مي

ريخت، اسرائيل را  آب مي اگر هر مسلمانان يك سطل«آه ) ره(شده بود، اين فرمايش امام خميني 

   .روي بنر چاپ شده بود» برد سيل مي

 همه فعالان آاروان آزادي در آرزوي خواندن دو رآعت نماز شكر در: آند نشان ميخاطر آريمي در پايان

   .المقدس هستند نماز شكري براي آزادي فلسطين بيت

   34- ا/انتهاي پيام
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Appendix II

 

The ideological dimension of transferring Islamic 
charity funds to finance terrorist activity 

 

1. In the interview, Yazdan Karimi says that since IHH's inception, its heads have encouraged 

Muslims to donate money as charity to construct the financial capabilities which will enable 

the organization to operate in various locations around the globe. Zakat, i.e., alms, 

charity, is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. 

2. From its beginning Islam has held that every Muslim has moral, economic and social 

obligations to care for the poor and hungry and to take pity on widows and orphans, and by 

doing so he purifies himself of sin in this life and will be granted eternal life in paradise on 

Judgment Day. Eventually zakat turned into a kind of tax paid by Muslims all over 

the world (usually voluntarily and sometimes according to a small percentage of the 

individual’s income.) 

3. In the Arab and Muslim world, as well as in Western countries, there are many 

Muslim charitable societies which raise funds from Muslims and give them to the needy, 

based on the zakat. In most cases the money finds its way to the original 

destination, that is, it goes to support the genuinely indigent. However, during the 

past three decades, zakat funds have also been put to political use. That happened 

especially following the radical Shi'ite Islamic revolution in Iran and the outbreak 

of the war in Afghanistan (both in 1979), and the general ascendance of militant 

Islam (both Shiite and Sunni). Those political uses include the transfer of money to 

Islamic terrorist networks in various war zones and the dissemination of radical 

Islamic ideology, both of which serve as catalysts for the perpetration of acts of 

terrorism. 

4. The Ayatollah Khomeini provided religious Islamic legitimacy for using zakat funds 

to finance the armed Palestinian insurgency against Israel. A book published by the 

Syrian Ministry of Information in 2000 deals with Khomeini’s view of the Palestinian problem 

based on his speeches and on his religious Islamic edicts (fatwas).  

5. The book, called Palestine in the Speeches of the Ayatollah Khomeini, quotes him 

as saying that the State of Israel constitutes a continuing threat to Islam and the 

Islamic countries. Therefore, claims Khomeini, it is the duty of all Muslims in general and 

the Muslim régimes in particular “to get rid of that germ of corruption [i.e., Israel] in 
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any way possible.” To that end “it is not enough to extend practical support to them 

[the Palestinians] to achieve the goal but it is also possible to direct resources to 

that end from the zakat and other Islamic charity monies."10 

 

The cover of Palestine in the speeches of the 

Ayatollah Khomeini. According to a fatwa issued 

by Khomeini and quoted in the book, charity 

funds may be transferred to the Palestinian 

insurgency to destroy Israel, represented as an 

enemy of Islam. 

  

  

  

6. The principle of using charity funds to finance terrorist activities was 

manifested by IHH in Bosnia during the first years after the organization's founding and in 

other battle zones where Muslims fought "infidels" (such as Chechnya and other Caucasian 

regions).11 Today it is manifested in the support IHH gives Hamas, which is 

designated as a terrorist organization by the United States and Europe. IHH is a 

member of the Union of Good, an umbrella organization for more than 50 Islamic funds and 

foundations around the globe which channels funds to Hamas institutions in the Gaza Strip, 

Judea and Samaria.12 (The Palestinian Authority is currently waging a fierce struggle against 

those institutions, which it regards as Hamas' power base.) 

Financial jihad (holy war)  

7. The basic concept of jihad means a faithful Muslim's battle against the infidels for the sake 

of Allah, from which comes the term mujahideen, used by IHH operatives when they come to 

support Muslims in various battle zones.  

8. Muslims who die in jihad (today, especially suicide bombers) reflect the highest level of 

piety and devotion according to the beliefs of Islam and thus receive the appropriate rewards 

in paradise. However, the term jihad has implications broader than simple military 

                                                 
10 Adnan Hussein Abu Nasser, Palestine in the Speeches of the Ayatollah Khomeini  [Arabic], The Syrian 
Ministry of Information, 2000, p. 120. 
11In his book, Shaul Shai elaborates on the activities of charitable societies in Bosnia which coordinated training and 
shipments of weapons and military equipment, p. 65, Hebrew.  
12 For further information see the May 26, 2010 bulletin, “IHH, which plays a central role in organizing the flotilla to 
the Gaza Strip, is a Turkish humanitarian relief fund with a radical Islamic anti-Western orientation. Besides its 
legitimate philanthropic activities, it supports radical Islamic networks, including Hamas, and at least in the past, 
even global jihad elements” at http://www.terrorism-
info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/hamas_e105.pdf. 
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battles, according to the fatwas of qualified Muslim clerics from the dawn of Islam to the 

present day. 

9. Muslim clerics have expanded jihad beyond the battlefield to include the following: 

A. Jihad by means of the Qur’an, that is, through debate and preaching (da’wah) 

the Islamic religion. 

B. Jihad of the soul, that is, every Muslim’s internal moral struggle to 

abandon evil and to adhere to the goodness commanded by Allah. Jihad of the soul 

includes the good Muslim deeds required of the faithful, such as study, preaching and 

the willingness to sacrifice one’s life for the sake of Allah.  

C. Financial Jihad (al-jihad bil-mal), that is, contributing to needy Muslims and 

to jihad fighters. 

That was expressed by the famous Saudi cleric Salman bin Fahd al-‘Oadah [al-Awdah] 

in an essay entitled Al-Irhab: Al-Mafhum wal-Mu’alajah, "The meaning of terrorism 

and how to cope with it."13 "A financial jihad," he wrote, "means spending 

money for the fighters for the sake of various worthy causes, among them 

for the fighters in the way [i.e., for the sake] of Allah, as is noted a number 

of times in the Qur’an." 

10. Among the types of jihad, that of a financial jihad (that is, an economic-

oriented jihad) is particularly important. According to the official religious Islamic 

explanation, its importance is based a verse in the Qur’an which states: "Fight [your enemies 

the infidels], with your possessions and your souls in the way [i.e., for the sake] of Allah."14 

Putting possessions (that is, financial support for active fighting) first within a jihad context 

shows, as far as Muslim clerics are concerned, their priority of the elements of jihad in the 

eyes of Allah. 

11. Examples of the importance of a financial jihad can be found in a lecture given in the UAE 

by the well-known radical Muslim cleric Sheikh Yussuf al-Qardawi (who maintains close 

relations with IHH), in which he said that the money collected for the mujahideen was 

not a contribution or present for them but a duty in view of the sacrifices they were 

making for the Muslim nation.15 Hussein Shihatah, a cleric who belongs to the faculty of Al-

Azhar University in Cairo, issued a fatwa stating that Muslims were committed to an 

                                                 
13 Salman bin Fahd al-‘Oadah is a Saudi cleric born in 1956 in the Buraydah area of Saudi Arabia. He conducts 
research, lectures and preaches. Saudi security forces arrested him in 1994 because of his radical opinions; he was 
released in 1999. He justifies jihad against the infidels in the Muslim countries as part of the Muslims’ right to self 
defense and considers the da'wah (preaching, propaganda and socio-economic networks) as a very important factor 
in proliferating Islam worldwide. The article in question appeared on his Website, www.islamtoday.net (Arabic, with 
an English version at www.islamtoday.net./english/). 
14 Surah 9 (Al-Tawbah) Verse 41.  
15 Akhbar Al-Khaleej (UAE), May 5, 2002. Al-Qardawi has issued similar fatwas in the same spirit. 
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"economic jihad," which meant designating funds to be used for jihad and the mujahideen.16 

Other examples appeared in a document issued by the Chechen mujahideen entitled “Seventy 

ways to support the Chechen jihad,” and in another posted on Al-Qaeda’s Internet site called 

“Thirty-nine ways to fund the jihad.” Both stressed the importance of donating money 

and equipment to the mujahideen.  

12. Contemporary Islamic terrorism recognizes that jihad can only attain its goals by 

constructing a broad apparatus and support system which will assure it the constant 

funding it needs for its military activity. In addition, it considers that there is a 

need to construct a broad social network to provide the jihad fighters and their 

families with financial security. That will create a solid social foundation which will 

inculcate its perceptions into the consciousness of the fighters.  

13. That recognition is common to both Shi'ite and Sunni radical Islamic organizations, to 

Hamas and Hezbollah. They have established within the territories they control a wide-

reaching socio-economic network which, alongside its social endeavors, also 

supports terrorism. For obvious reasons, IHH (like Hamas) ordinarily emphasizes its 

humanitarian activities for Western ears and obscures the fact that it is a radical 

extremist organization supporting terrorist organizations.17  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                                 
16 From www.islam-online.net, October 8, 2004, quoting opinions from May 1, 2002. 
17 For further information see the September 9, 2010 bulletin, “In a speech given by IHH leader Bülent Yildirim two 
months prior to the Marmara flotilla, he presented a radical Islamic ideology with anti-Western and anti-Israeli 
motifs. He said that the aim of the flotilla was to isolate Israel by “breaking the siege” and stressed his determination 
to reach Gaza” at http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/ipc_e123.pdf. 
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Appendix III 
 

 

"IHH: From the War in Bosnia to the Gaza 
Flotilla" by Jean-Charles Brisard, from the 

analyst-network.com website 
  

  

IHH: From the war in 

Bosnia to the Gaza Flotilla 
Jean-

Charles Brisard18 Jun 2010 
 By Jean-Charles Brisard 

  

The main organizer and funder of the Gaza Flotilla, the Turkish
NGO Insani Yardim Vakfi (IHH), is portraying itself as a
"Humanitarian Relief Foundation", but it is better known in Bosnia
for its connections to terrorism.  

Several documents confirm the nexus between the Turkish IHH and
foreign Muslim fighters in Bosnia during the war.  

A Bosnian State Security Service (SDB) Report on “Citizens, Organizations and
Institutions from Afro-Asian Countries who Reside and Operate” in Sarajevo, dated
November 19, 1995, provided specific details on the NGO’s activities and the
involvement of its managers in the Mujahideen Brigade.  

At the time, the IHH Sarajevo office director was Hakan Celik. The report stated that
he arrived in Sarajevo in July 1994, from Zenica, which served as headquarter of the
Mujahideen Brigade.  

The report provided the details of another IHH official, Hakan 
Bogoclu, deputy director of the IHH Sarajevo office. It stated that
“he was a member of the 7th Muslim Brigade from September 1st,
1992 until July 1st, 1994.”  

Another IHH official, Osman Atalay, was enrolled in the Mujahideen 
Brigade. According to the report Atalay was “a Turkish citizen, born
on August 28, 1963 in Istanbul, temporarily residing in Street Isa
Bega Isakovica 8”, who “came to Sarajevo on January 14, 1995
from Zenica where he was a member of the army from September 
1st, 1992 until July 1st, 1994.”  

Interestingly, the same Osman Atalay took part in the Gaza Flotilla for the IHH (as
first reported by Bosnian journalist Esad Hecimovic forIntelwire.com). In interviews to
various Turkish media following the Israeli interception of the flotilla boats on May
31st, he was quotedsaying that “Everybody on the ship was 100 percent
[humanitarian] activists, even the crew”!   

Osman Atalay, who is now a board member of the IHH, attended the opening
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ceremony of an “Istanbul Center for Culture and Education” in Sarajevo, a month
before the flotilla incident, along with Emine Erdogan, the wife of Turkish PM Tayyip
Erdogan.  

 At the time of the Bosnian war, the IHH came under scrutiny of NATO forces. In a
report on Islamic NGOs in Bosnia dated May 8, 1996, the NATO Allied
Counterintelligence Unit stated: “Terrorist groups are now using NGOs for support and
operational planning.” The report listed several suspected charities, including the
IHH.  

The involvement of IHH employees in the Muslim units combating along the Bosnian
army is also reflected in official military records. For example, in a certificate dated
October 23, 1995, Nezim Halilovic Muderis, Commander of the 4th Muslim Liberation
Unit, confirms that IHH member Engin Huseyin is a member of the unit since July 20,
1995.  

In 1996, a CIA report on Islamic charities in the Balkans stated that the IHH had
connections with “Iran and extremist Algerian groups” and that “the Sarajevo office
director of the IHH was linked to Iranian operatives”.  

The IHH later appeared in several counter-terrorism investigations 
for providing shelter, forged documents, arms, and money to
terrorists traveling to combat-zones in Afghanistan, Bosnia, 
Chechnya, or Iraq.  

The IHH Bosnian connection was further uncovered during the
French investigation on the “Roubaix Gang” (Bosnian and Canadian 
networks leading to the Millennium terrorist plot against the LA
airport in 1999). On October 16, 2000, the final prosecution

statement noted that “during searches at the IHH headquarters in Istanbul, arms,
explosives, and training manuals were discovered” and that “arrested member of the
IHH have been fighting in Afghanistan, Bosnia and Chechnya”.  

According to the investigation, the IHH had directly conspired to “recruit veteran
soldiers in anticipation of the coming holy war [jihad]. In particular, some men were
sent into war zones in Muslim countries in order to acquire combat experience.”  

The French prosecutor also reported that “An examination of the IHH’s phone records
in Istanbul showed …two phone calls to the communications center in Zenica of Abu El
Maali”, Emir of the Mujahideen battalion in Bosnia.  

In the following judgment of the Paris Tribunal, on Avril 6, 2001 (Public Prosecutor v.
Khabou, Bendaoui and others), the court stressed that the IHH “was known for its
support to Islamist extremists in Turkey, Bosnia, Afghanistan and Chechnya, and was
a contact point for the trafficking of forged IDs”.  

On April 2nd, 2001, French antiterrorist judge Jean-Louis Bruguière, who had
investigated the “Roubaix Gang” case, testified during the trial of Millennium plotter
Ahmed Ressam, that the “IHH has played an important role” in this operation. He
added that “the IHH is a humanitarian organization, but it was kind of a type of cover-
up to thwart the Moujadin”.  

More recently, during the trial of Abdulrahlman Muhammad Alamoudi, founder of the
American Muslim Council and Secretary of the Success Foundation, it was revealed
that the IHH had received funds from the Success Foundation, successor in interest of
the North American branch of the International Islamic Relief Organization – IIRO,
which was known to provide support to foreign Mujahideen fighters in Bosnia and had
funded terrorist training camps in Afghanistan.  

Details of these financials transactions were provided by the U.S. government in a
Supplemental Declaration in Support of Detention on October 22, 2003 signed by an
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agent. Until January 2001, the IHH had
received at least 200,000 $ from the IIRO and Success Foundation for purported
humanitarian aid.  
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Alamoudi, was sentenced to 23 years in jail in October 2004 for illegal financial
transactions and participation to an assassination plot against Saudi Crown Prince
Abdullah.  
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Appendix IV 
 

Banja Luka Glas Sprske September 15, 2010 
article, "IHH raises funds in Bosnia for 

Hamas" 
1. According to the article, sources close to the Serbian regime reported that IHH, which has 

a number of offices throughout the country, pays imams in mosques in Bosnia-

Herzegovina. The article states that contributions collected in those mosques are 

sent to Hamas via IHH branch offices in Sarajevo, Gracanica, Tuzla, Zenica and 

Kalesija.18 

2. The article was prompted by the upcoming Serbian government investigation of IHH 

activities in Bosnia-Herzegovina (it is unclear if the flotilla is a matter for consideration). 
 

The original version of the article 

 

Новости 
 Глас Српске 

Новости 

 Помагачи Хамаса дијеле помоћ по БиХ 

ППооммааггааччии  ХХааммаассаа  ддиијјееллее  ппооммооћћ  ппоо  ББииХХ  
Datum: 13.09.2010 22:00  
Autor: Горан Маунага 

БAЊAЛУКA - У току рамазана, Фондација за људска права, слободе и 
хуманитарну помоћ из Турске (IHH - Internationale humanitare Hilfsorganisation 
или Insani Yardim Vakfi), која окупља турске држављане у Aустрији и Холандији, 
удружењу "Срце Цазина" послала је донацију од 50 пакета са прехрамбено-
хигијенским артиклима. 
 
Влада Њемачке је 12. јула забранила 
дјеловање IHH због веза са Хамасом, а Стејт 
департмент убрзано истражује повезаност те 
фондације са терористима. Израел је 
дјеловање IHH због веза са Хамасом 
забранио 2008. године. 
У извјештају Међународне мреже 
аналитичара (ИAН) наведено је да су 
директори босанскохерцеговачких канцеларија IHH током рата у БиХ били 

                                                 
18 The information is compatible with IHH's activity to raise money for Hamas through the Union of Good, which is 
composed of more than 50 Islamic funds and foundations worldwide which channel money to Hamas institutions. 
IHH is outlawed in Israel because of its membership in the Union of Good. American law also bans giving support, 
even that labeled "humanitarian support," to terrorist organizations (See the article by Jean-Charles Brisard entitled 
"The U.S Supreme Court bans humanitarian support to terrorist organizations " ,
http://jcb.blogs.com/jcb_blog/2010/06/index.html 
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припадници јединице "Ел муџахедин". Наведено је да је ријеч о директору 
канцеларије IHH у Сарајеву Хакану Челику и његовим помоћницима Хакану 
Боцоглуу и Осману Aталају. 
Aмеричке и израелске тајне службе ЦИA и Мосад означиле су IHH као 
сараднике "Aл-Каиде". 
IHH је у мају организовала конвој помоћи за Газу чије достављање је 
спријечила израелска морнарица. 
Предсједавајући Заједничке комисије за одбрану и безбједност Парламента 
БиХ Бранко Зрно каже да у тој комисији још није било иницијативе о покретању 
питања дјеловања IHH у БиХ највјероватније због великих обавеза у изборном 
периоду. 
Портпарол Тужилаштва БиХ Борис Грубешић није могао да каже да ли је 
истрага о дјеловању IHH покренута, додајући да се "ради се о информацијама 
које се иначе не износе у јавност". 
До адреса, контаката и телефонских бројева канцеларија IHH у БиХ немогуће је 
доћи. Мукадеру Тановић, која је координатор IHH у БиХ и Цариграду, јуче нисмо 
успјели да контактирамо. 
Извори блиски полицијским агенцијама у БиХ тврде да се новчани прилози, који 
се сакупљају у џамијама у Чајничу, Фочи, Рогатици, Рудом, Вишеграду и Жепи, 
преко IHH шаљу палестинској терористичкој организацији Хамас. 
- IHH финансира имаме у тим џамијама, а слање помоћи Хамасу обавља се 
преко канцеларија IHH у Сарајеву, Зеници, Тузли, Грачаници и Калесији. Једна 
од контакт особа IHH за прикупљање новца и помоћи је Јасер Мохамад Сабаг, 
држављанин БиХ поријеклом из Сирије. IHH има канцеларије и у још неколико 
градова у БиХ - кажу ти извори. 
Додају да се не зна тачно колико је новца преко IHH изнесено из БиХ јер ни 
Тужилаштво ни Aгенција за истраге и заштиту БиХ (SIPA) нису покренули 
никакву провјеру ни истрагу у вези са дјеловањем IHH у БиХ. 

Помоћ 

IHH тренутно реализује програме помоћи у Цазину, Зеници, Сарајеву, 
Сребреници, Горажду, Илијашу и Високом. 
- С друге стране, IHH поред Хамаса, помаже и терористичке ћелије у БиХ, 
Сирији, Ираку, Aвганистану и Чеченији - тврде полицијски извори. 

Срце Цазина 

На интернет порталу удружења "Срце Цазина" нема броја контакт телефона. 
На питање о сарадњи са IHH које је "Глас" упутио преко е-маил адресе 
удружења јуче није одговорено. Секретар удружења Шериф Каљиковић такође 
није регистрован у телефонском именику. 

  


