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Highlights of the week

v Conservatives increasingly confident, reformists soul-searching after Revolution Day

v Iran closely follows efforts exerted by Israel, US to persuade Russia to toughen stance on
Iran

v Economic crisis felt by Iran’s electricity sector

v Pictures of the week: mourning processions on death anniversary of the eighth imam

(Imam Reza) in the city of Mashhad

Conservatives increasingly confident, reformists soul-searching after
Revolution Day

“There were 300 of us, maximum 500. Against 10,000 people...It means they won
and we lost. They defeated us. They were able to gather so many people. But this
doesn't mean we have been defeated for good. It's a defeat for now. We need

time to regroup”.

(Mortaza, 23-year old student, in an interview to AP, February 11)
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During the current week, those media affiliated with the conservative camp have portrayed
the reformist opposition’s failure to turn the Islamic Revolution Day into a show of power as a
failure on the part of Iran’s Green Movement and as a reflection of the people’s support of
the regime. Websites affiliated with the reformist opposition have admitted that the
Revolution Day demonstrations, marked last Thursday, could be considered as an
achievement made by the regime, stressing, however, that it was not the end of the

reformist protest movement.

A commentary published on Rah-e Sabz (“The Green Path”), a website affiliated with the
supporters of opposition leader Mir-Hossein Mousavi, specified the main reasons for the
opposition’s failure to turn Revolution Day into a demonstration of the protest movement’s
power. The article reflected the position of many reformist opposition supporters on the
opposition’s failure in the Revolution Day demonstrations, citing several factors that
contributed to the failure: the inability of the Green Movement to face the numerous
government supporters who took to the streets; the strong suppression measures taken by
the authorities and the security forces against the opposition; as well as improper, impractical
planning of opposition activities during the day, including a wrong choice of the procession

route by the opposition activists.

The author of the article suggested learning the lesson from Revolution Day and adopting
new tactics of civilian-popular struggle, taking into consideration the possible suppression by

the authorities as it was reflected during Revolution Day (Rah-e Sabz, February 12).

The need for soul-searching was also evident in reactions to Revolution Day published on
blogs affiliated with the reformist opposition supporters. One  blogger
(http://emipmans.blogspot.com/2010/02/22_12.html) ~ admitted that the  reformist
opposition’s expectations from Opposition Day had not been realized, yet stressed that it was
not the end of the Green Movement. Hope must not be turned into despair, and the
opportunity must be used to lift the restrictions imposed on the protest movement, clearly

define its goals, and improve its strategy of action.

Meanwhile, Abbas Abdi, a top reformist journalist and one of opposition leader Mehdi
Karoubi’s advisors, criticized the conduct of the reformist opposition. In an interview granted
this week to the Persian website of Germany’'s Deutsche Welle service, Abdi blamed the
opposition’s weakness on the flawed strategy it adopted in recent months. He claimed that
the strategy of “taking to the streets” adopted by the Green Movement was flawed, that the

slogans and demands it brought up were inconsistent, and that it had no centralized,
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charismatic leadership. The opposition’s failure, which became apparent in the Revolution

Day processions, is an expression of its increasing weakness in recent months, Abdi said.

According to Abdi, the weakening of the movement cannot be attributed just to the
suppression by the authorities, seeing as suppressing the opposition is nothing new in Iran.
The major weakness of the opposition, in Abdi's opinion, is the lack of a centralized
leadership. A social movement must have a leadership, it being inconceivable that opposition
supporters should take to the street with no guiding hand. What is needed is a leadership to
monitor the demonstrations and to be able to respond and direct the protestors in case of
clashes with the security forces. The opposition must learn the lesson from the Revolution
Day processions, said Abdi, to change its strategy, and try to throw the ball into the
government’s court to force it into changing its policy (Deutsche Welle in Persian, February
12).

The recognition of the need to adopt a new strategy for the Green Movement was also
reflected in an interview granted this week by opposition leader Mehdi Karoubi to Britain's
Sunday Telegraph. In the interview, Karoubi said that he was soon going to meet with his
colleague, Mir-Hossein Mousavi, to discuss the formulation of new strategies for the protest
movement. Karoubi noted that the opposition would not give up the fight for the people's
rights, adding, however, that the proper way must be found to realize those rights (Sunday

Telegraph, February 13).

On the other side of the political fence, it came as no surprise when Iran’s conservatives
expressed satisfaction over the failure suffered by the reformist opposition on Revolution Day.
Pro-government websites defined that day’'s processions as the death of the protest
movement and as a referendum proving that the overwhelming majority of the Iranian public

supported the regime.
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In a special message published by the Supreme Leader following Revolution Day, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei expressed his gratitude and appreciation for the millions of Iranians who had
taken part in the processions, noting that the presence of tens of millions of people in the
revolution festivities was enough to awaken the enemies and the misguided within Iran,
proving to them that the path of the Iranian people was the path of Islam and Imam

Khomeini (various news agencies, February 12).

Hojjatoleslam Kazem Sedighi, the Friday prayer leader in Tehran, also commended the mass
participation in the Revolution Day processions, defining it as an expression of unity,
strength, and loyalty to the rule of the religious jurisprudent. The Iranian people proved, said
Sedighi, that the propaganda spread by Iran’s enemies had no effect on their unity and
solidarity. Sedighi even threatened that the tolerant policy towards those who dared bringing

up false allegations against the regime would no longer be maintained (IRNA, February 12).

The ultra-conservative website Raja News defined the Revolution Day processions as a
“crushing defeat” for the “inciters” and the reaction of the reformist press as an admission of
that defeat. The unprecedented number of Iranians who had taken part in the processions
was cause for desperation among the “green minority”, who were not willing to accept the
decision of the majority in the presidential elections, Raja News claimed. It even did not take
long for that desperation to trigger exchanges of accusations within the reformist movement,

which also started looking for those to blame for the failure (Raja News, February 12).

The Fars news agency also extensively addressed the Revolution Day processions, saying
they were clear, conclusive evidence of the opposition’s failure. The participation of millions
of Iranians in support rallies for the revolution and the regime all across Iran, according to
Fars, reflected the love and loyalty of the Iranian people for the regime, the Supreme Leader,
and the values of the revolution. The opposition leaders and the enemies of the regime must
consider the Revolution Day demonstrations a signal that their hope was extinguished and

their schemes thwarted (Fars, February 12).

An editorial published in the daily Keyhan also said that the Revolution Day processions
reflected the unity and strength of the Iranian people, who faced massive propaganda from
the enemies of Iran. It is time, according to Keyhan, for those who vitiated the atmosphere in
Iran following the elections and during the riots of recent months, and formed connections

with the US and Britain, to wake up from their delusions.

The article goes on to say that now that the Western scheme to destabilize the Iranian

regime has failed, the US leaders have relaunched their “Iranophobia” plans in an attempt to
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spread fear of Iran in the countries of the region. That is evident in Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton’s visit to the Persian Gulf states and the visits made by other US senior officials to
Middle Eastern and Central Asian countries in an attempt to secure their support for imposing

new sanctions against Iran and warn them about the threat of a nuclear Iran.

However, the Iranian people have proven time and again that despite the attempts of their
enemies and the increasing pressure on their country, they stand strong alongside the regime
and the country. As sanctions against Iran toughen, the Iranian people’s unity will grow and

their hostility towards the West and the US will deepen (Keyhan, February 16).

Iran closely follows efforts exerted by Israel, US to persuade Russia to
toughen stance on Iran

The increasing pressure exerted by the US and Israel on Russia in an attempt to persuade it

to change its policy towards Iran gained extensive media exposure in Iran this week.

In his weekly press conference, Ramin Mehmanparast, the spokesman of Iran's Foreign
Ministry, addressed the efforts to persuade Russia to step up pressure on lIran. He advised
Russia and China to adopt a realistic approach towards Iran and avoid joining the
unsuccessful way, as he put it, of using pressure, threats, and sanctions against it (Fars,
February 16).

President Ahmadinejad was also asked to comment on the Iran-Russia relations. In an
interview granted to the Russian periodical VIP Premier (February 11), the president stressed
that the strategic relations between Russia and Iran served the interests of both countries,
and even suggested that Russia’s interests could be compromised by complying with Western
pressure to toughen its stance on Iran. Ahmadinejad noted that the NATO alliance was
currently a threat both to Russia and Iran, and that Iran was highly significant for Russia’s
ability to deal with that threat. Those not interested in seeing a strong Iran are likewise not
interested in seeing a strong Russia, said the president, and strengthening the relations
between the two countries therefore served Russian interests. The president further added
that Iran had no intention of compromising its relations with Russia due to pressure exerted

by the West, and that it expected to be treated similarly by Russia.

Ahmadinejad also addressed the Iran-Russia relations in a press conference he held this week
in Tehran. The president said he did not believe that Russia would support additional
sanctions against Iran. Iran enjoys good relations with Russia, Ahmadinejad added, and it

was even willing to strengthen them (various news agencies, February 16).
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The Iranian press also followed the increasing political pressure on Russia by the US and
Israel. An editorial published in the pro-government daily Iran said that similarly to previous
visits by top Israeli and US officials to Russia, Israeli PM Binyamin Netanyahu’s current visit to
Moscow was doomed to failure. The daily assessed that the visit would not bring about a
change in Russia’s position or a weakening of its strategic friendship with Iran. In the past
two years, according to the article, the US and Israel exerted considerable pressure on Russia
in an attempt to persuade it to call off selling the S-300 air defense system to Iran and stop
its cooperation with Iran. If those efforts failed when President Obama was at the height of
his power, then in light of the current crisis in the US-Israel relations and the standstill in the
peace process between Israel and the Palestinians there is no chance that now of all times
the Russians will comply with demands to change their policy towards Iran (lran, February
16).

In contrast, the reformist daily Mardom Salari emphasized this week a statement made by the
Kremlin spokeswoman during PM Netanyahu'’s visit to Moscow, saying that Russia did not rule
out the possibility of imposing further sanctions on lIran if the latter did not fulfill its
commitments to the international community on its nuclear program. According to the daily,
such a stance came as no surprise considering the understandings recently achieved between
the US and Russia, and the US compliance with Russia’s demands on the issue of the
Ukraine. The daily warned that Russia’s stance left China the only country opposed to
imposing sanctions on Iran due to economic considerations, and that American pressure
could lead to a change in China’'s stance on Iran in exchange for concessions from

Washington on China’s demands regarding other issues (Mardom Salari, February 17).

Economic crisis felt by Iran’s electricity sector

Mohammad Parsa, the head of the electricity industry syndicate, warned this week that 900
thousand people directly or indirectly employed in the Iranian electricity sector could soon
lose their jobs due to a severe economic crisis undergone by the country’s electricity
production industry. According to Parsa, the crisis mostly stems from a government debt to
the electricity production companies, which has reached five billion dollars and may require

the electricity production units to shut down and lay off their employees.

In an interview to ILNA news agency, Parsa said that the electricity production units were
now facing numerous problems, with many of them completely shut down or operating on
limited functionality. He noted that the government debt to the electricity syndicate was
considerable, since the government—the ministries of petroleum and energy in particular—

purchased over 99 percent of the electricity produced by the electricity syndicate. He said
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that the heavy government debt prevented the syndicate from being able to return its loans

to Iran’s banks.

Source: Donya-ye Eqtesad

Parsa noted that in light of the crisis experienced by the electricity production companies,
Chinese and Indian companies were gradually taking over Iran’s electricity sector. He warned
that unless the severe problems facing the electricity industry were solved, Iran would not be
able to fulfill its commitments regarding the transfer of electricity to foreign markets and may

even face nationwide power outages (ILNA, February 15).
The price of electricity in Iran is due to increase in the coming months following the expected

implementation of the subsidy policy reform, which is supposed to cancel the current

government subsidies on fuel, natural gas, and electricity.
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Pictures of the week: mourning processions on death anniversary of the
eighth imam (Imam Reza) in the city of Mashhad (February 15)
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