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The signing of the Sana’a Declaration 
between Hamas and Fatah. There are a 
fundamental disagreement between the 

sides regarding its interpretation. 

A cartoon showing the two faces of the Hamas-Fatah 
negotiations (Al-Hayat, March 24). 

Fatah-Hamas negotiations… 

 During the past week there was less rocket fire from the Gaza Strip than in previous 

weeks. Shootings, attacks involving Molotov cocktails and stone-throwing continued in 

Judea and Samaria. 

 Ongoing talks between Hamas and Egypt as to the lull in the fighting and the operation 

of the Rafah Crossing have not yet born fruit. The dialogue initiated by the president of 

Yemen between Hamas and Fatah, the first since the Hamas putsch of the Gaza Strip, 

ended with a joint declaration whose interpretation is a matter of controversy. 

 



2  

A window shattered by 
rocket fire at Kibbutz Nir 
Am, March 20 (Alex Zeger 

for www.sderotmedia.co.il, 
March 20).

  

  

Decrease in the Amount of Rocket Fire from the Gaza Strip 
  

 During the past week there was a decrease in the number of rockets 

fired from the Gaza Strip into Israel, as compared with previous weeks. 

There were 12 identified hits on Israeli territory, compared with 34 the 

week before. Mortar shell attacks on IDF forces operating near the security 

fence and Israeli population centers near the Gaza Strip border continued. 

This past week 17 mortar shells were fired, compared with 15 the week 

before. 

 

  The Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Popular Resistance Committees and 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine claimed responsibility for the 

rocket and mortar fire. Hamas continued refraining from firing rockets 

and claimed responsibility only for mortar shells targeting IDF forces. 

 

 

  

Daily distribution of rocket fire into Israeli territory 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Important Events 
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Weekly distribution of rocket fire 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Terrorist Attacks in Judea and Samaria Continue 

 Shootings, stone-throwing and attacks involving Molotov cocktails thrown at Israel security 

forces and civilians continued: 

•  March 22 – A number of Molotov cocktails were thrown at Israeli vehicles near 

Qalqilya. Later in the day Molotov cocktails were thrown at an Israeli security force patrol. 

The soldiers shot and hit the terrorist carrying out the attack (IDF Spokesman’s Website, 

March 22). 

•  March 20 – An Israeli bus traveling south of Nablus was shot at and damaged. In 

another incident, an Israeli civilian was slightly wounded when his car was attacked with 

an IED east of Hebron (IDF Spokesman’s Website, March 20). Fatah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs 

Brigade claimed responsibility for both attacks (Ma’an News Agency, March 20). 

•  March 18 – An IDF force operating southwest of Bethlehem identified Palestinians 

throwing burning tires and stones. The Palestinian throwing the stones was detained and 

transferred to the security forces for interrogation (IDF Spokesman’s Website, March 18). 
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  During the past week the IDF carried out targeted counterterrorist activities without 

entering the Gaza Strip. In addition to firing rockets and mortar shells, the Palestinian terrorist 

organizations continue placing IEDs close to the security fence and shooting at IDF forces 

patrolling near by. 

 

 As part of the IDF’s counterterrorist activities, on March 18 the Israeli Air Force attacked a 

squad of PIJ terrorists involved in firing rockets into Israeli territory. The Palestinian media 

reported that four PIJ operatives and eight civilians were wounded in the attack (Ma’an News 

Agency, March 18). On March 23 they reported that Nidal Shaqoura, commander of the PIJ’s 

terrorist operative wing, who was wounded in the attack, had died (Pal-today Website, March 

23). 

 

  

Egyptian-Hamas Relations 
  

Talks Continue between Hamas and Egypt 
  

 On March 22 Hamas and PIJ delegations met with senior Egyptian officials. The issues 

discussed were the lull in the fighting with Israel, the Palestinian prisoners detained in Egypt 

and opening the Rafah Crossing (Qudsnet Website, Pal-today Website, March 22). The Saudi 

Arabian daily Okaz reported that Omar Suleiman, head of Egyptian intelligence, would go to 

Israel at the end of March (a visit which has been postponed three times) to formulate a 

memorandum of understandings reached between Israel and Hamas (Okaz, March 20). 

  

Release of Hamas Prisoners 
  

 On March 23, 34 of the 36 Hamas operatives detained in Egypt were released. A Hamas 

Internet forum reported that the two remaining detainees were Ayman Nufal, a senior 

member of Hamas’s terrorist operative wing, and another senior operative whose name was not 

revealed (PALDF Forum, March 23). Hamas criticized the way the Palestinian prisoners were 

treated, which included interrogations and torture (IslamOnline Website, March 18). 

  

  

  

 

Counterterrorist Activities 
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Connecting the Gaza Strip to the Egyptian Electrical Grid 
 

 The seven Arab-Muslin countries belonging to the electrical grid interconnection project1 

acceded to the Palestinian request to integrate the Gaza Strip (Middle East News Agency, March 

20). Following the decision, the PA is expected to issue a tender next week for the expansion of 

the electrical infrastructure in El-Arish, which will enable electricity to flow into the Gaza Strip, 

funded by Saudi Arabia at a cost of $32 million (Filasteen, March 22). 

 

 Israel is interested in having the Gaza Strip connected to the Egyptian electrical grid so that 

its dependence on Israeli electricity can end. The forecast is that in two years Egypt will be 

able to supply the Gaza Strip with 150 megawatts, compared with the 17 megawatts it 

receives today, completely relieving Israel of the necessity to provide the Strip with electricity. 
  

  

The Issue of the Rafah Crossing 

 “Egyptian sources” estimate that the Rafah Crossing will open in April as part of the 

contacts for a lull in the fighting between Hamas and Israel. According to the sources, Egypt 

has begun repairing the Egyptian side of the crossing. It was also reported that the crossing 

would be operated by Hamas police supervised by European inspectors and members of the PA 

(Qudspress News Agency, March 24). A senior Egyptian figure, who requested anonymity, said 

that at the talks with Hamas, the suggestion was made to open the crossing three times a week 

until a solution  had been found (Agence France Presse, March 22). That sort of solution 

directly contravenes the crossings agreement of 2005, to which Egypt is a partner. 

 

 In the meantime, the Egyptians have begun rebuilding the border fence toppled by Hamas. 

  

                                                 
1 The project connects all its members to the same electrical grid. The member countries are Libya, 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and Turkey. 

Egyptians releasing Hamas prisoners and transferring them from 
Egypt to the Gaza Strip (Al-Arabiya TV, March 23). 
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Signing the Sana’a Declaration. Azzam al-
Ahmad (second from left), president of 
Yemen, Ali Abdallah Saleh (center) and 

Mousa Abu Marzouq (to his left) (Al-
Arabiya TV, March 23). 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The Internal Palestinian Arena 
  

  

Hamas-Fatah Talks in Yemen 

 

 On March 20-23 official Hamas and Fatah delegations met in 

Sana’a, Yemen, for the first time since the Hamas putsch in the 

Gaza Strip in June 2007. The meeting was brokered by the 

Yemenites. After three days of talks the two sides signed a joint 

declaration (called the Sana’a Declaration) whose main point was 

a renewal of the dialogue between the two movements with the 

intention of returning to the status quo ante before the events in 

the Gaza Strip, i.e., the Hamas military takeover in June 2007 

(Reuters, March 23). 

 

 Despite the fact that both sides agreed to the wording, there is serious disagreement 

regarding its interpretation. While Hamas regards the declaration at the basis for a dialogue 

about returning the situation to the status quo ante, Fatah views it as a basis for action 

(Palestine-info Website, Agence France Presse, March 23). In view of the basic 

disagreement between the sides, the declaration has no practical importance. 

However, senior Hamas figure Nidal al-Mughrabi said that the talks would continue “in the 

Palestinian territories” at the beginning of April (Reuters, March 23). 

 

 The wording of the declaration led to an internal Fatah argument. Abu Mazen’s political 

advisor, Nimr Hamad, claimed that the presidential office had not been updated regarding the 

understandings reached and that in any case, Abu Mazen’s intention was that the 

Egyptian soldiers rebuilding the border fence near the Rafah Crossing 
(Pictures  courtesy of Israeli Channel 10 TV, March 19). 
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understanding would be a basis for action and not for a dialogue. On the other hand, 

chairman of the Fatah faction in the Palestinian Legislative Council, Azzam al-Ahmad, claimed 

that Abu Mazen knew of all the details and of the contents of the declaration (Al-Jazeera TV, 

March 23). 


