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The first sign of life from Gilad Shalit  

The summit meeting at Sharm el-Sheikh
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June 24) 

A tape of Gilad Shalit’s voice released b
Hamas (Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades 

Website, June 25) 

  

 

   The Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip and the establishment of the emergency government in Judea 
and Samaria created two rival, mutually hostile Palestinian governments, Ismail Haniya’s and Salam 
Fayyad’s. Both governments claim legitimacy and both are actively working, each in the region it 
dominates, to establish its control and authority. 

 
    Egypt, Jordan and Israel, which view the establishment of a Hamas-led “Islamic emirate” (an 
expression appearing in the Palestinian and Egyptian media) as having a serious potential for creating
instability and which being liable to influence regional security, quickly organized a four-part summit 
meeting at Sharm el-Sheikh with Abu Mazen. The participants recognized the legitimacy of  Abu 
Mazen’s government and called for advancing the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. In practical terms, 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert made a significant gesture, promising that 250 Fatah detainees 
would be released without asking for anything in return. 

 
 

   On the ground, sporadic rocket fire continued from the Gaza Strip at the western Negev settlements, 
while the Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorist  activities, even though Hamas has 
taken over the Gaza Strip. An important event was the release of a tape recording of the voice of Gilad 
Shalit, the first since his abduction over a year ago. Hamas’ main objective was to exert pressure on the 
Israeli government to accede to its demands for the release of detained Palestinians.  
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Immmppooorrrtttaaannnttt   EEEvvveeennntttsss   

SSSpppooorrraaadddiiiccc   rrroooccckkkeeettt   fffiiirrreee   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   GGGaaazzzaaa   SSStttrrriiippp   cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueeesss,,,  
aaattttttaaaccckkkiiinnnggg   ttthhheee   wwweeesssttteeerrrnnn   NNNeeegggeeevvv   ssseeettttttllleeemmeennnttss   

   
   Even after Hamas completed its takeover of the Gaza Strip, sporadic rocket fire at the 

western Negev settlements continued. During the past two weeks 61 rockets hits were 

identified for a total of 120 in June1, as compared with 299 in May, 2007. The attacks 

slightly wounded a number of civilians, and several more were found to be suffering from 

shock; property was also damaged. 

   

                                                

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility for most of the rocket attacks.2 In an 

interview given in Cairo, PIJ leader Ramadan Shalah said that the rocket attacks were a 

“legitimate right” which his organization would not give up under any condition. He 

stated that the rockets were a deterrent factor against Israel, and that the number of 

launches had been reduced only to responses to Israeli activity (PalToday Website, June 

24). While Hamas does not participate in the rocket fire, in our assessment, it does nothing 

to prevent the PIJ from carrying out its attacks.  

 

 

 

 

Rockets launched by Hamas at Israel from close to residential buildings in the Gaza Strip. 
 (Al-Aqsa TV, June 24). 

 

1 As of June 28, 11 a.m. 
2  Responsibility for some of the attacks was claimed by elements within Fatah operating, in our assessment, under 
Hamas aegis (such as Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade/Al-Buraq Army). Al-Buraq is Arabic for the holy Jewish 
Western (i.e., Wailing) Wall in east Jerusalem. 
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TTTaaapppeee   ooofff   aaabbbddduuucccttteeeddd   cccooorrrpppooorrraaalll   GGGiiilllaaaddd   SSShhhaaallliiittt   
   

   On June 25, the anniversary of the abduction corporal Gilad Salit from the southern IDF 

post at Kerem Shalom ( near the Egyptian border), a tape recording of Shalit’s voice was 

released for the first time since his abduction. The tape was released by Hamas’ terrorist 

operative wing, the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades, with no mention of the other Palestinian 

terrorist organizations (the Popular Resistance Committees and the Army of Islam) which 

had taken part in the abduction. In the tape, Gilad Shalit asked the Israeli government to 

meet the demands of the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades. He said that his health was 

deteriorating and that he needed long-term hospitalization. The text had obviously been 

dictated to him by his abductors: the Hebrew syntax was faulty and the word “brigades” 

was in Arabic. 

The Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades spokesman Abu Obeida denied any connection between 

the timing of the tape’s release and the summit meeting at Sharm el-Sheikh, and said that 

its purpose was to prod the Israeli government into freeing Palestinian prisoners (BBC 

interview, Filastin al-‘An Website, June 25). Another senior Hamas member, Osama al-

Muzini, claimed that that the tape showed “Hamas’ humanitarian face” and placed the 

responsibility for the delay in Gilad Shalit’s release on Israel. He said that Hamas could 

hold him for a long time and not free him until all its demands had been met (PalToday 

Website, June 25). 

   

   Following the release of the tape several senior Hamas figures said that the organization 

would abduct Israelis until all the detainees had been freed. For example, Osama al-Muzini 

said that if Israel did not meet Hamas demands, “we will abduct a soldier, two, three, 

four…” until all the detainees were freed (Paltoday Website, June 25). Another senior 

figure, Fathi Hammad, said during a rally of the families of Palestinian detainees held in 

Gaza City, that Hamas would abduct Israelis until all the detainees had been freed (Al-

Jazeera TV, June 25). 
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TTTeeennnsssiiiooonnn   bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn   HHHaaammmaaasss   aaannnddd   ttthhheee   AAArrrmmmyyy   ooofff   IIIssslllaaammm:::   aaannnooottthhheeerrr   
sssiiigggnnn   ooofff   llliiifffeee   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   aaabbbddduuucccttteeeddd   BBBrrriiitttiiissshhh   jjjooouuurrrnnnaaallliiisssttt   

   
   Following the Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip, the organization issued several calls to the 

Army of Islam to release Alan Johnston, the abducted British journalist. They did so with 

the clear intention of making political and media capital. They made threats against the 

Dughmush clan (to which the commander of the Army of Islam belongs) and warned they 

would abduct Army of Islam operatives. However, so far the Army of Islam has rejected 

Hamas’ appeals and continues to demand the release of PIJ operatives in return for 

Johnston. 

   On the night of June 24 the abductors released another video clip over the Internet showing 

Alan Johnston in front of the Army of Islam insignia, wearing an explosive belt. He 

called upon the British government to find a solution, because “the situation is very 

dangerous,” and his captors would detonate the explosive belt if any attempt were 

made to break into his place of captivity (a clear message to Hamas that he would be 

harmed if an armed attempt were made to free him). In the video his abductors again 

demanded that Britain release Muslim prisoners held in British jails, among them Abu 

Qatada3 (Al-Arabiya TV, June 25).  

 

 

 

 

Alan Johnston wearing an explosive belt (Al-Arabiya TV, June 25). 

                                                 

3  For further information see the May 20, 2007 Bulletin entitled “The Army of Islam, a radical Islamic Palestinian 
terrorist group in the Gaza Strip, claimed responsibility for the abduction of British journalist Alan Johnston. In 
exchange for his release, they demand the release of global jihad operatives, particularly Sheikh Abu Qatada (a 
Jordanian of Palestinian descent, held prisoner in Britain ),” at http://www.terrorism-
info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/islam_troops_e.pdf.  
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CCCooouuunnnttteeerrrttteeerrrrrrooorrriiisssttt   AAAccctttiiivvviiitttyyy   

GGGaaazzzaaa   SSStttrrriiippp   

   
   After the Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip, the Israeli security forces continued their 

counterterrorist activities, focusing on short term, pinpointed ground actions. Prominent 

among them were the following: 

   June 18: Terrorists tossed hand grenades and fired light arms at an IDF force near the 

Erez Crossing. The IDF soldiers returned fire. As a result one Palestinian was killed and 

12 civilians were wounded. The man killed was Jihad al-Madhoun, a senior Hamas 

terrorist operative wanted by Hamas (Ynet, June 18). 

   June 19: Shots were fired at IDF forces searching the area around Kissufim, across 

from the central Gaza Strip. During the exchange of fire an IDF soldier was wounded and 

an armed Palestinian was killed.  

    June 24: A vehicle was attacked from the air in the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in 

the eastern part of Gaza City a short time after rockets were fired at Negev settlements. 

One Palestinian was killed and two wounded in the strike. The dead terrorist was Husam 

Harb, an operative of the PIJ’s rocket launching unit, responsible for the rocket attacks 

carried out on the morning of the same day. 

 

 

 

 

The vehicle after the attack (Al-Aqsa TV, June 24). 
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az 

   June 27: IDF forces operated at two sites in the Gaza Strip, one in the north and the 

other in the south, to prevent terrorist attacks, particularly rocket attacks. A firefight 

started between the IDF and Hamas terrorist operatives, who shot at the Israeli soldiers 

with light arms and anti-tank missiles. According to Palestinian reports, at least 12 

Palestinians were killed. Two IDF soldiers were slightly wounded. 

AAA   ssseeennniiiooorrr   PPPIIIJJJ   ooopppeeerrraaatttiiivvveee   kkkiiilllllleeeddd   iiinnn   ttthhheee   GGGaazzaaa   SSStttrrriiippp  
   

   Ra’ed Abu Fanuna, a senior PIJ terrorist operative in the organization’s rocket unit, was 

killed when his car blew up in the Sajaiya area in the eastern part of Gaza City. In the past he 

had been detained by both the PA and Israel. 

JJJuuudddeeeaaa   aaannnddd   SSSaaammmaaarrriiiaaa   

   The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorist activities in Judea and Samaria: 

   On the night of June 19, during an action near Jenin, two PIJ terrorist operatives were 

killed. One was Ziyad Subhi Muhammad Malaisha, from the village of Jaba, north of 

Nablus, who headed the PIJ in the Jenin area. He had been in prison in Israel for three 

years before his release in January 2006, when he immediately returned to terrorist 

activities. Among other things, he was behind the attempted suicide bombing attack in 

Israel on February 20, 20074 (the IDF Spokesman, June 20). 

                                                

   The Israeli security forces detained three operatives belonging to Fatah and the Popular 

Front for the Liberation of Palestine in the Ein Beit Ilma refugee camp in Nablus. One of 

the three was an explosives specialist who had been involved in planning terrorist attacks 

and manufacturing explosive belts (the IDF Spokesman, June 22). 

 

4  On February 20 an attempted suicide bombing attack was prevented. The attack was to be carried out in the 
center of Israel, apparently Tel Aviv. The Israeli security forces received information that during the morning a 
suicide bomber had left the village of Jalbun (east of Jenin) and was on his way to the center of Israel. He was 
carrying a bag full of explosives which he intended to detonate in a crowded area, such as the Central Bus Station 
or a commercial center or mall. The suicide bomber and a number of suspects were arrested in a safe house in Bat 
Yam, south of Jaffa. 
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   During counterterrorist activities in Nablus on the night of June 27, IDF security forces 

came up against a terrorist squad which detonated three explosive charges and fired shots. 

An IDF officer was seriously wounded (the IDF Spokesman, June 28). 

TTThhheee   GGGaaazzzaaa   SSStttrrriiippp   CCCrrrooossssssiiinnngggsss   

   Following the Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip, the Palestinian security forces left the 

crossings from the Strip into Israel and Egypt and they were all closed. However, they were 

not completely sealed and the IDF occasionally allows them to be opened for the passage of 

supplies and humanitarian aid, and for the evacuation of refugees fleeing Hamas. 

Arrangements for the passage of humanitarian aid was discussed by the liaison and 

coordination authority for the Palestinian Authority-administers territories and UNRWA.  

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip: Permission given to bring in medical equipment 
 (Photo courtesy of the IDF Spokesman, June 24). 

 
 

   The status of the various crossings: 

he Ka   T rni Crossing: Closed since June 12. Nevertheless, as of June 28, wheat for the 

residents of the Gaza Strip passed through. 

he E    T rez Crossing: Approximately 350 foreign nationals and several hundred 

Palestinian refugees left the Gaza Strip; Red Cross doctors and medical equipment 

entered. 
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he Su   T fa Crossing: Opened for supplies, food and Red Cross medical equipment. 

Truckloads of food donated by Jordan also passed through. 

he Na

    The Kerem Shalom Crossing: So far a few dozen truckloads of supplies provided by 

    The Rafah Crossing: Closed. On the Egyptian side there are about 5,000 Palestinians 

   T hal Oz fuel Crossing: Open since June 15 for the passage of fuel and cooking 

gas into the Gaza Strip, enabling the continued operation of the Strip’s power plant. 

the Red Cross and other international organizations have passed through. 

waiting in substandard conditions who cannot return to the Gaza Strip. 

   On June 25 the Kerem Shalom Crossing was closed after a Palestinian mortar attack. The 

UN coordinator for humanitarian affairs in the Palestinian Authority condemned the attack and 

said that it endangered the supply of humanitarian aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip (UN 

Website, June 26). In response it was reported that Ismail Haniya’s government decided not to 

fire rockets at the crossings (June 25). 

   Hamas is troubled by the continued closure of the crossings and has signaled its desire 

   

   

to find a solution for the problem. Ziyad al-Zaza, the national minister of economy in Ismail 

Haniya’s government, said that the government had suggested to the Gaza Strip’s large 

merchants that they run the Karni Crossing and that responsibility for security be turned over to 

the Palestinian police and the national security forces (Al-Risala, weekly Gaza Strip 

newspaper, June 25). Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said that Hamas would not object if 

those responsible for the crossings had contacts with Israel regarding the opening and 

management of the crossings. He said that contacts had been made with Egypt regarding the 

management of the Rafah Crossing (Al-Ayyam, June 24). Salah al-Bardawil, a Hamas senior 

figure, said that Hamas was interested in operating the crossings into and out of Israel while 

preserving the existing arrangements (Haaretz, June 21). 

 8



 9

LLLeeebbb nnnooonnn   

TTThhheee   LLLeeebbbaaannneeessseee   aaarrrmmmyyy   cccooo xxxeeerrrttt   ppprrreeessssssuuurrreee   ooonnn   FFFaaatttaaahhh   
aaalll---IIIssslllaaammm   iiinnn   ttthhheee   NNNaaahhhrrr   aaalll---BBBaaarrreeeddd   rrreeefffuuugggeeeeee   cccaaammmppp   

   

aaa

nnntttiiinnnuuueeesss   tttooo   eee

   The Lebanese army continued to exert pressure on Fatah al-Islam, a radical Islamic 

ation in Lebanon that draws its inspiration from Al-Qaeda, with the organiz objective of 

putting an end to the organization’s presence in the Nahr al-Bared refugee camp. On June 

21 the Lebanese defense minister announced that the Lebanese army had finished its 

operation in the refugee camp and that the Fatah al-Islam positions had been destroyed 

(LBC TV, June 21). On June 22 the organization announced that it was committed to a 

cease fire (Al-Safir, June 22). 

   
ared refugee camp and the confrontations were renewed 

on June 23. According to media reports, several dozen Fatah al-Islam operatives were still 

Nevertheless, despite the proclamations, Fatah al-Islam has not yet been completely 

uprooted from the Nahr al-B

entrenched in the southern part of the refugee camp. A number of the organization’s senior 

figures were reported to have been killed or wounded, including, apparently, Abu Huraira, 

the number two man of the organization, who was reportedly critically wounded (Kuwait’s 

Al-Rai al-Aam, June 21). The Lebanese minister of defense announced that Lebanese 

army forces would continue to surround Nahr al-Bared until all the organization’s 

operatives, including its head, Shakir al-Absi, had surrendered (Reuters, June 21). 

IIIsssrrraaaeeelll   aaannnddd   UUUNNNIIIFFFIIILLL   aaattttttaaaccckkkeeeddd   fffrrrooommm   sssooouuuttthhh   LLLeeebbbaaannnooonnn   
   

   Forces affiliated with the global jihad carried out two attacks in south Lebanon, one 

aga eant to 

relieve the pressure exerted on Fatah al-Islam in the Nahr al-Bared refugee camp by 

inst Israel and the other against UNIFIL. In our assessment, the attacks were m

creating another focus of tension and perhaps even escalating the situation in south 

Lebanon: 

h, the first rocket attack since the end of the second Lebanon war. There were 
   On June 17 three rockets were fired from the Taibe-Adaisse region at Kiryat 

Shemona
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no casualties and no damage to property. Hezbollah denied involvement in the attack. 

The Lebanese prime minister and the Lebanese army condemned the attack and promised 

to act to apprehend the perpetrators.5 So far they have not been apprehended and 

elements linked to the global jihad resumed their activity in the nearby Marjayoun-al-

Khiyam region a week later. 

 

The Katyusha rocket a crater in the road 
 (Al-Arabiya TV, June 17). rps of the Lebanese army. 

 

 

 

 which hit Kiryat Shemonah damaged a car and left 
The remains were dealt with by the engineering co

 
 

e 

region between Marjayoun and al-Khiyam. The car was parked at the side of the road and 

 

                                                

   On June 24 the Spanish patrol unit of UNIFIL was attacked with a car bomb in th

detonated when an armored personnel carrier on patrol passed by. The explosion resulted 

in the death of six UNIFIL soldiers; two were wounded. Hezbollah condemned the 

attack, saying that it was detrimental to Lebanon. No organization has claimed 

responsibility and apparently the attack was carried out by global jihad elements.6 

 

 

 

5  For further information see the June 20 Bulletin entitled “Rockets fired on Kiryat Shmona for the first time since 
the second Lebanon war,” at http://www.terrorism-
info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/lebanon_180607e.pdf.   
6  “Lebanese security sources” investigating the event said that Al-Qaeda’s “fingerprints” were on the attack, 
chiefly because of its modus operandi, the history of threats issued by global jihad elements against UNIFIL and 
intelligence information possessed by the Lebanese army (Al-Safir, June 26). 
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MMMooonnnttthhhlllyy  distribution of attaaaccckkksss      

The UNIFIL armored personnel ca h was attacked (Al-Safir, June 24).
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7  As of June 28, 11 a.m. 
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MMMooonnnttthhhlllyyy   dddiiissstttrrriiibbbuuu iiiooonnn   ooofff   rrroooccckkkeeettt   hhhiiitttsss888      
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8  Seventeen identified mortar shells should be added to the data.  
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TTThhheee   SSShhhaaarrrmmm   eeelll---SSShhheee kkkhhh   SSSuuummmmmmiiittt   MMMeeeeeetttiiinnnggg   iii

   In the w A held 

a hurried summit meeting at Sharm el-Sheikh, the southernmost tip of the Sinai Peninsula. 

ake of the Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip, Israel, Egypt, Jordan and the P

Its objective was to strengthen Abu Mazen against Hamas, which is now regarded as a 

regional threat with implications that go beyond the context of the Israeli-Palestinian 

confrontation. The United States did not attend the meeting since it did not wish Abu 

Mazen to seem like an American puppet.  

   5 and ended with all participants supporting the 

legitimacy of Abu Mazen’s government and calling for the advancement of the peace 

 

(Phot  June 25) 

 

The four-part meeting was held on June 2

process between Israel and the Palestinians. In practical terms, prominent was the gesture 

made by the Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, who announced that he intended to 

release 250 Fatah detainees without asking for anything in return. 

 

 

 

Sharm el-Sheikh summit meeting participants 
o courtesy of the Israeli Government Press Office,

 

   The main positions ex llowing: pressed at the summit meeting were the fo

that there was now a chance for a successful peace process based on the principle of two 
   Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert essage of conciliation to the PA. He said  sent a m

states coexisting in peace and security. Ehud Olmert said that Israel had no desire to rule 

or control the lives of the Palestinians. As a gesture of good will to Abu Mazen he said 

that he would present a proposal to the Israeli government to release 250 Fatah detainees 
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who had not been involved in attacks in which Israelis had been killed (Israeli Prime 

Minister’s Website, June 269). 

    Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak and Abdallah, king of Jordan, called for 

support of the legitimacy of Abu Mazen’s government. Both emphasized the need for a 

clear political horizon to bring about the final Israeli-Palestinian status arrangement based 

on an independent Palestinian state. Egyptian president Mubarak said the Palestinians 

needed to close ranks through a dialogue between the rival sides.10 That would lead to the 

formulation of a joint Palestinian position which would, he said, enable the Palestinians 

to speak for themselves and to end the bloodshed, both Israeli and Palestinian. 

n condemned the violence and terrorism and stressed the Palestinians’ 

commitment to past agreements and to the peace process with Israel. He appealed to 
   Abu Maze

Israel to begin negotiations for the establish of a Palestinian state, saying the Judea, 

Samaria and the Gaza Strip were [to be treated as] one geographical unit. He noted that to 

create the proper atmosphere for the renewal of the peace process, Israel had to stop 

building settlements and stop work on the [security] fence, release the Palestinian 

prisoners, remove the roadblocks in the West Bank, unfreeze the taxes Israel collects for 

the PA and implement the 2005 Sharm el-Sheikh summit meeting resolutions. When he 

returned to Jordan he expressed satisfaction with the promises he had received and said 

he hoped they would be kept (Palestinian TV, June 26). 

ated that any resolution passed 

regarding the future of the Gaza Strip would be “interference in internal matters.” Ousted 

as p

                                                

   Hamas criticized the summit meeting and clearly st

Ham rime minister Ismail Haniya criticized the Israeli Prime Minister’s “policy of 

temptation” expressed by his intention to release 250 Palestinian detainees. That, claimed 

Ismail Haniya, was done to factionalize the Palestinians. He expressed his support of 

president Mubarak’s call for a dialogue. 

 

9 http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/Communication/PMSpeaks/speechsharem250607.htm.  
  10 It should be noted that prior and contrary to this statement, the Egyptians (including president Mubarak) either 
ran or initiated a media campaign harshly critical of the takeover of the Gaza Strip by Hamas and its serious 
regional implications. A Bulletin on the topic will shortly appear on the ITIC Website. It is no wonder that Ismail 
Haniya welcomed this statement by Mubarak . 
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TTThhheee   IIInnnttteeerrrnnnaaalll   PPPaaallleeessstttiiinnniiiaaannn   AAArrreeennnaaa   

TTThhheee   eeessstttaaabbbllliiissshhhmmmeeennnttt   ooofff   ttthhheee   FFFaaatttaaahhh   eeemmmeeerrrgggeeennncccyyy   gggooovvveeerrrnnnmmmeeennnttt   aaannnddd   
ii tttsss   ssstttrrruuuggggggllleee   wwwiiittthhh   ttthhheee   dddeeepppooossseeeddd   HHHaaammmaaasss   gggooovvveeerrrnnnmmmeeennnttt   i

   
   On June 17 Abu Mazen’s emergency government was sworn in at the presidential office in 

Ramallah. The government is composed of 12 ministers and headed by Salam Fayyad, 

who also holds the key ministerial portfolios of the treasury and of foreign affairs. Abu 

Mazen also announced that he intended to appoint other ministers in the future. The 

current ministers are independent, technocrats and professionals, most of whom are 

affiliated with Fatah’s national [i.e., secular] trend but lack a political support base in 

Fatah and the Palestinian Authority.11 

    Abu Mazen and prime minister Salam Fayyad have repeatedly stated that the emergency 

government is now the legitimate government and that it will also strive to impose its 

authority on the Gaza Strip. Both have said that the new government’s top priorities will 

be to put an end to anarchy, restore law and order, and rebuild the security and justice 

systems (which is currently possible only in the West Bank). Another main goal of the 

government is to relieve the economic and political “siege” imposed on the PA during the 

era of the Hamas government. 

   

                                                

The establishment of the emergency government has created a new situation, and for the 

first time there are two rival governments operating in the PA: the emergency 

government headed by Salam Fayyad and subordinate to Abu Mazen, which effectively 

rules Judea and Samaria, and the Hamas government headed by Ismail Haniya, which 

rules the Gaza Strip (“the Islamic emirate,” as it is referred to by the Palestinian and 

Egyptian media). Neither government recognizes the other, and the superiority of each 

depends on its authority in the territory it governs. 

 

11  An analysis of the composition of the emergency government can be found in the June 28 Bulletin, “Salam 
Fayyad’s new Palestinian emergency government and the beginning of its struggle against Ismail Haniya’s Hamas 
government,” at http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/pa_gov280607e.pdf.  
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SS k n nSttteeepppsss   tttaaakkeeenn   bbbyyy   FFFaaatttaaahhh   aaannnddd   SSSaaalllaaammm   FFFaaayyyyyyaaaddd’’’sss   gggooovvveeerrrnnmmmeeennnttt   tttooo   
eeessstttaaabbbllliiissshhh   cccooonnntttrrrooolll   iiinnn   JJJuuudddeeeaaa   aaannnddd   SSSaaammmaaarrriiiaaa   

   
The situation on the ground: in Judea and Samaria Fatah and the security forces continue 

their efforts against Hamas, although the scope has been reduced. Thus several hundred 

Hamas operatives and activists have been detained (some of whom were released after 

interrogation) and weapons have been confiscated. Institutions belonging to Hamas’s 

extensive civilian infrastructure (da’wah), a Hamas source of power in Judea and Samaria, 

were attacked. The regions of Nablus, Tulkarm and Jenin are the focal points for the 

activities against Hamas; Hamas operatives and institutions were also attacked in the 

Hebron region, but to a lesser degree. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Equipment and weapons belonging to Hamas seized by the PA’s preventive security forces in Qalqilia 
(Wafa News Agency, June 21). 

On the political front Abu Mazen and Salam Fayyad’s government took a series of steps 

to establish their control and undermine Hamas’s power base: 
   

   An order was issued banning the presence and activity of armed militias, and 

carrying a weapon without a license. According to the order, the government would 

confiscate weapons, ammunition, explosives, etc., for which no license could be shown. 

The minister of information announced that negotiations would be initiated with 
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Fatah/Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade to surrender their weapons to the government. The 

chances of the measures’ being implemented is doubtful.12 

    According to another order, all the institutions and associations, including 

Hamas’ “charitable societies,” must renew their interior ministry licenses to 

operate. The minister of welfare ordered the mapping of all social associations operating 

under the aegis of his ministry,  based on the order which requires them to renew their 

licenses. 

    Hamas’ Executive Force and military wing were outlawed because their members 

took part in the “armed rebellion” against “Palestinian legitimacy and its institutions.” 

    The department issuing passports in Gaza was moved to the West Bank. New 

passports would be issued and old ones renewed only in the West Bank. No other 

passport would have international validity. 

    The Palestinian information ministry instructed that Hamas’ Al-Aqsa TV satellite 

channel stop broadcasting because it had no license and because it incited murder and 

hatred. 

   The National Security Council was disbanded and reassembled without Hamas 

representatives. Abu Mazen heads the council and its members are prime minister Salam 

Fayyad, interior minister Abd al-Razzaq Yahya, Muhammad Dahlan and apparently 

commanders of the security forces as well. 

                                                

    An order was issued exempting residents of the Gaza Strip from paying taxes and all 

other payments for services provided by the government offices and institutions of the 

PA. 

 

12  Despite Abu Mazen’s instructions, Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade operatives have announced that they had no 
intention of disarming in the near future. Zakaria Zubeidi, Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade commander in Jenin, said 
that Abu Mazen was referring to the illegal weapons of criminal organizations, while those of the organizations of 
the “resistance” [i.e., the terrorist organizations] were legitimate (Ynet, June 27). On the other hand, in an 
interview with the Voice of Israel in Arabic (June 26), Zubeidi stated that Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade had agreed to 
hand its weapons over to the PA, join its security forces and stop its “actions” against Israel in support of Abu 
Mazen’s political program. 
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SSSttteeepppsss   tttaaakkkeennn  bbbyyy   HHHaammmaaasss   aaannnddd   IIIsssmmmaaaiiilll   HHHaaannniiiyyyaaa’’’sss   gggooovvveeerrrnnnmmmeeennnttt   tttooo   
eeessstttaaabbbllliiissshhh   cccooonnntttrrrooolll   ooovvveeerrr   ttthhheee   GGGaaazzzaaa   SSStttrrriiippp   

e  a

   
The situation on the ground: daily life in the Gaza Strip has gradually begun to return to 

the routine it followed before the Hamas takeover, even if there are still sporadic 

manifestations of anarchy, such as the violent inter-clan clash which took place in Gaza 

City on June 24. Hamas has attempted to project an “ideal” image of quiet, tranquility and 

security. Its media frequently report the arrests of drug dealers by the Executive Force, the 

return to jail of escaped prisoners, the collection of weapons from the clans (negotiated 

and agreed upon), dealing with trespassing and the inspection of prices to prevent 

overpricing. 

   

    Hamas took a series of steps to base its control in the Gaza Strip: 

   A campaign was begun to renew police activities as quickly as possible. On June 

26 a cavalcade of dozens of police vehicles passed through the streets of Gaza City to 

encourage policemen to return to duty. Islam Shahawan, an Executive Force spokesman, 

claimed that hundreds of policemen had returned to duty and ignored the orders 

issued in the West Bank that they were to stay at home (Palestine-info, June 17). He also 

claimed that contacts had been made with the Presidential Guards, Force 17 and National 

Security to reorganize the security forces in the Gaza Strip, especially regarding the 

crossings (BBC Radio, June 20). A spokesman for the interior ministry in Ismail 

Haniya’s government promised members of the police force and the security forces that 

those who returned to duty would continue to receive their salaries and would not be 

demoted. 

    Hamas is currently working to establish a Fatah movement in the Gaza Strip under 

its own control or influence. On June 18 Khaled Abu Hilal, a Hamas interior ministry 

spokesman, announced his intention to establish a Fatah movement called Fatah al-

Yasser, i.e., the Fatah of [the late] Yasser Arafat (Fars Website, June 18). The newspaper 

Felesteen reported that Fatah activists and former Fatah secretary Ahmad Hilis met and 

resolved to renew Fatah’s activity in the Gaza Strip (Felesteen, June 17). 

   
 18



 19

AAAbbbuuu   MMMaaazzzeeenn’’’sss   ssspppeeeeeeccchhh   n
   

   

I

On June 20, 2007, about a week after Hamas completed its takeover of the Gaza Strip, Abu 

Mazen delivered an emotional, angry speech before the PLO’s Central Council in Ramallah. 

Without mincing words he called Hamas traitors, murderers and conspirators. He summed up 

by calling for an end to the economic “siege” of the PA, an end to the building of settlements 

in the West Bank and the construction of the security fence (which he called “the racist 

separation fence”) and the initiation of negotiations for the final status arrangement through an 

international peace committee.13 

IIsssmmmaaaiiilll   HHHaaannniiiyyyaaa’’’sss   ssspppeeeeeeccchhh   
   

   Ismail Haniya, deposed Palestinian prime minister, delivered a two-hour speech stressing 

the legitimacy of his government and his right to head it, rejected Abu Mazen and Fatah’s 

claims one after another and attacked his opponents from Fatah, who were puppets, he claimed, 

of external forces led by the United States. He boasted that Hamas had succeeded in restoring 

security to the Gaza Strip and criticized the steps taken by Abu Mazen and Fatah. Ismail 

Haniya ended his speech by calling for a renewal of the dialogue with Fatah. Fatah spokesmen 

attacked the speech, calling it “an attempt to undermine Palestinian legitimacy…” 

   Some of the topics related to in Ismail Haniya’s speech were the following (Al-Aqsa 

satellite TV, June 24): 

meeting. The United States and Israel will not restore the Palestinians’ rights through 
                                                

   Israel is trying to interfere in the internal Palestinian crisis and to worsen it. Its 

methods are unfreezing funds, holding a summit meeting at the present time, carrying out 

detentions in the West Bank and tightening the closure on the it. Unfreezing the funds is 

not a gesture of good will because the money belongs to the Palestinian people. In 

addition, nothing should be expected to result from the Sharm el-Sheikh summit 

 

13  For further information see the June 26, 2007 Bulletin entitled “In an emotional speech given a week after 
Hamas took over the Gaza Strip, Abu Mazen attacked Hamas and rejected a dialogue with Hamas ,” at 
http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/abu_mazen240607e.pdf.  
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dialogue and negotiation, but those rights will be achieved through steadfastness and 

resistance [i.e., terrorist activities]. 

   Since Hamas won the Palestinian Legislative Council elections, it has had to face 

    The trend within Fatah linked to external forces worked to bring the situation 

      Ismail Haniya and his government are the legitimate Palestinian regime, as 

   Hamas does not seek to establish an Islamic emirate in the Gaza Strip. That is an 

                                                

enormous pressure. There have been the conditions of the International Quartet, an 

economic blockade, the detentions carried out by Israel (which have included more than 

45 members of the Legislative Council), obstructing government workers from doing 

their jobs, and the United States has provided Fatah with weapons and money to drive 

Hamas from power. Hamas has shown itself to be steadfast in the face of such pressure 

and has not agreed to make any concessions. 

to a head. That was done by bringing weapons into the PA, media propaganda, 

provocation and confrontations on the ground, military training and the establishment of 

new security forces. All of the above have led to [a political] “explosion which was 

planned in complete opposition to the Mecca Accord.” The central figure in the planning 

has been [Lieutenant General Keith] Dayton, the American coordinator, Haniya claimed. 

opposed to the doubtful legitimacy of the PLO’s institutions. The PLO’s institutions, 

the Executive Committee, the Central Committee and the Central Council only meet and 

are presented as a source of legitimacy when concessions are necessary or “facts have to 

be wiped away.” On the other hand, Hamas’ legitimacy was achieved by a vote and 

therefore the government and the Legislative Council are legitimate and Ismail Haniya is 

the legitimate prime minister. 

Israeli claim which the Israeli media spread to frighten people.14 Hamas has no interest in 

establishing a separate state in the Gaza Strip, which will remain part of Palestine, and 

 

14  The use of the expression “Islamic emirate” to describe the situation in the Gaza Strip was first used by the 
Palestinian media (under Abu Mazen’s influence) and by Abu Mazen himself, as well as by the Egyptian media. 
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Palestine is an integral part of the Arab and Islamic nation. “…We are not considering an 

independent emirate and we are not preaching splinter countries or feudal estates…” 

    Hamas did not try to assassinate Abu Mazen. The tunnel in the northern Gaza 

Strip was dug by Hamas operatives eight months previously to confront “the Israeli 

occupation.” 

   Hamas denies that Iran was involved in the Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip. 

Its connections with Iran and Syria are normal, like those of Hamas with the rest of the 

Arab-Muslim world. 

    A call for a dialogue. The legitimate institutions of Hamas should be respected, 

including the leadership. There is no substitute for an unconditional dialogue based on the 

assumption that there is no winner and no loser and that all the Palestinians have to 

continue to live together. “Closing the door on a dialogue means only one thing – relying 

on a foreign force against the Palestinian people.” 
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