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The violent confrontations resume in the Gaza ...and a volley of rockets is fired at Sderot ~Contents
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Violence in Gaza between Fatah and Hamas A house hit by the Hamas rocket attack (Amir Cohen
(Al-*Alam TV, May 14) for Reuters, May 15)

Overview

i Events focused on the heavy volley of Hamas rocket fire which hit Sderot and the surrounding
area on May 15. The attack was clearly an attempt to draw attention away from the internal
Palestinian confrontations, the worsening anarchy in the Gaza Strip and the helplessness of the

Palestinian national unity government, and to turn it toward the confrontation with Israel.
Note: The rocket attacks continued on May 16 and the morning of May 17,

% In the internal Palestinian arena there were more violent confrontations between Fatah and
Hamas, only three months after the Mecca accord. About 30 from both sides were killed. So far,

Hamas seems to have the upper hand.

i The confrontations reached their peak when Hamas attacked Presidential Guard and National
Security Forces positions near the Karni crossing, which is the life-line for the residents of the
Gaza Strip. The attack was preceded by a Hamas incitement campaign against the Presidential
Guard. Eight members of the Guard were killed in the attack and about 20 wounded. Fatah
claimed that the deaths were the cold blooded murders of members of the Presidential Guard
who were riding in a jeep that had overturned. Hamas issued a false announcement claiming the

jeep had been hit by Israel and called for retaliatory rocket attacks.




Important Events

The Gaza Strip

A heavy volley of rockets hits Sderot

" On May 15 a heavy volley of rockets was launched at Sderot and the
surrounding area. Sixteen rocket and six mortar hits were identified.! In the
morning hours of May 16 another volley was fired, and eight hits were identified.
(Note: the attacks continued throughout May 16 and the morning of May 17.) The
attacks resulted in the wounding of five local residents, among them one woman,
who was critically wounded, and her son, who was slighting injured; about 25
civilians were treated for shock. In addition, a number of buildings were

damaged.

" Hamas’ lzzedine al-Qassam Brigades claimed responsibility for the attack.
According to their announcement, the rockets were intended to “remind the
Zionist enemy” that Palestinians would return to Israel one day and “correct” the
attempts made by thugs (i.e., Fatah) to ignite the internal Palestinian arena

(Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades Website, May 15).

It was the second instance of massive Hamas rocket and mortar fire since the
cease fire of November 2006. The first was on April 24 (Independence Day),
apparently a diversionary tactic as part of a plan to abduct a soldier. The recent
rocket fire was an obvious attempt to draw attention away from the violent
confrontations between Hamas and Fatah and the Palestinian national unity
government’s helplessness, and to channel it toward the confrontation with

Israel.

! The number indicates only identified hits. In our assessment, the number of rockets launched was greater.



Response of the State of Israel

= Following the rocket fire at Sderot a meeting was held by the Defense Minister
to evaluate the situation. According to media reports (Haaretz, May 16), it was
decided that pinpoint activities would be stepped up to counter the rocket fire,
but no decision was made regarding a broad IDF ground operation in the Gaza
Strip. “Political sources in Jerusalem” said that the Security Cabinet would meet
on May 20 to continue its deliberations about security policies regarding the Gaza
Strip (ibid.).

Rocket fire at western Negev settlements increases

i During the first two weeks of May there was an increase in rocket fire toward
the western Negev settlements, which peaked with the heavy volleys toward
Sderot. During the first two weeks 53 hits were identified (16 of them on May
15);2 as opposed to April, when a total of 68 hits were identified.

" Among the rocket attacks during the first half of May (responsibility for most
of which was claimed by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad) the following are

noteworthy:
& May 5: a home in Sderot suffered a direct hit; there were no casualties.

% May 6: a rocket landed close to a gas station. One of the workers was

slightly wounded and three people were treated for shock.

& May 7: a rocket landed next to a kindergarten in Sderot and damaged a

public building.

% The number does not include the rockets which fell on May 16.



Encouraging rocket fire The results of the encouragement

The rockets of the resistance again undermine The PIJ launches a rocket at
the enemy’s foundations (Filisteen Al-'An, a Ashgelon (Al-‘Alam TV, May 14)
news Website affiliated with Hamas, April 25)

Counterterrorist activitiess

W As part of its counterterrorist activities, the IDF initiated an air attack
against a vehicle carrying PIJ terrorist-operatives on their way to a
launching site in the northern Gaza Strip between Beit Hanoun and
Jabalia. The vehicle suffered a direct hit. The terrorist-operatives managed
to escape but a passerby was injured (May 7).

®  An immediate response to the volleys of rockets fired toward the western
Negev, on the morning of May 16 Israeli Air Force helicopters attacked

open areas in the northern Gaza Strip.

Judea and Samaria

Security guard critically shot and wounded

@ In a drive-by shooting on May 6, three or four terrorist-operatives shot at a

fuel depot near Deir Qiddis (close to the settlement of Nili in southwestern

® As of the morning of May 16.



Samaria). An lIsraeli security guard was hit and critically wounded. Fatah claimed

responsibility for the shooting.

Counterterrorist activities

Israeli security force counterterrorist activities continued in Judea and

Samaria:

# In a combined security forces action on May 2, a Fatah-Tanzim operative
was detained in Ramallah. He had been involved in many shooting
incidents, attacking both civilians and the Israeli security forces around

Ramallah.

& In a firefight that developed during the detention of a terrorist-operative
near the village of Silat al-Harithiya (northern Samaria, northwest of Jenin)
on May 4, an IDF force killed three armed Palestinians who belonged to the

terrorist-operative wing of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

& During IDF activity in the Ein Beit EIma’ refugee camp in Nablus on May
10, armed Palestinians shot at the soldiers, wounding one slightly. The force
returned fire and wounded two of the Palestinians.



Statistical Data

Monthly distribution of attacks
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Monthly distribution of rocket hits
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The Internal Palestinian Arena

Hamas-Fatah violent confrontations resume and
anarchy worsens

Overview

@ About three months after the Mecca accord, violent confrontations again
broke out between Hamas and Fatah. They took place in the Gaza Strip and did
not spill over into Judea and Samaria. The spark that ignited the violence was the
deployment of the security forces in the Gaza Strip on May 10, done by Abu
Mazen and his supporters in an effort to restore security and order. The security
forces were deployed in the Gaza Strip without prior coordination with Hamas,
which opposed the move. Hamas made it clear that the Executive Force (which it
controls) had not taken part in the deployment and that the move was unrelated

to the security program formulated by the interior minister.

Violent confrontations in Gaza between Hamas and Fatah (Al-‘Alam TV, May 14)

% The violent confrontations between Hamas and Fatah (and the security forces
affiliated with Abu Mazen) broke out on May 13 and are still ongoing (as of May
16), despite a number of unsuccessful attempts to calm the situation and broker a
ceasefire. Approximately thirty Hamas and Fatah operative and members of the
security forces were killed, and dozens of operatives were wounded and abducted
(as of May 15).



" Most of the clashes took place in Gaza City and the central and northern
sectors of the Gaza Strip. The violence peaked on May 15 when Hamas attacked
the posts of the Presidential Guard and National Security (forces loyal to Abu
Mazen) deployed at the Karni crossing (the Gaza Strip residents’ lifeline, though
which most supplies pass into the Strip). Seven Presidential Guards were killed in
the attack and about 20 wounded. Another National Security member was shot
and Killed by the IDF when he tried to escape by running toward the border
fence. Hamas fired dozens of mortar shells during the attack, some of which fell

in Israeli territory.

i According to the version put out by Fatah, a National Security jeep with eight
passengers on their way to the Karni crossing, was overturned by an RPG fired by
Hamas operatives. One passenger was killed. The other seven were murdered in
cold blood by Hamas operatives (Palpress, May 15). Palestinian National Security
headquarters claimed that Hamas had been trying to lead a military putsch
against the legitimate Palestinian institutions (Wafa News Agency, May 15).
Hamas, which did not hesitate to launch an attack at the Karni crossing, issued a
false statement claiming that Israel had attacked the jeep (Pal-media, May 15). In
another statement, Hamas called upon the operational wings of all the terrorist

organizations to attack Israel with rockets (Filisteen Al-‘An Website, May 15).

i The attack on the Presidential Guard posts was preceded by an incitement
campaign in the Hamas-affiliated media. The Guards were referred to as
mercenaries and accused of killing two Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades commanders
(Al-Agsa TV, Filisteen Al-‘An Website, May 14). Mahmoud al-Zahar, a senior
Hamas operative, specifically accused the Presidential Guards of responsibility
for the worsening anarchy, saying it was part of an American program: “What is
going on in Gaza is the creative anarchy [sic] about which Condoleezza Rice, the
American secretary of state, spoke, which forced the interior minister [Hani
Qawasmi] to resign. That is the verbal [i.e., practical] execution of the security

program which openly equipped the Presidential Guards with the funds



necessary for carrying out the program” (Palestine-information Website, May
14).4

Presidential Guards killed in the Hamas attack (Palestinian TV, May 15).

Worsening anarchy

@ The violent clashes between Hamas and Fatah resumed after a temporary
period of calm which began with the Mecca accord. During that time there have
been fewer clashes, but anarchy has increased significantly, especially in the Gaza
Strip, making the lives of local residents unbearable. The enormous quantities of
weapons in the Gaza Strip and their availability (they are sold in public) only
worsen the situation. Since the beginning of 2007 more than 170 Palestinians
have been killed as a direct result of deteriorating security, 65 since the Mecca
accord (February) and 40 since the national unity government was sworn in
(March).

* In addition, Hamas issued an announcement claiming that the abduction and murder of civilians was
carried out in accordance with the training and instructions received in courses run by the Presidential
Guards and Fatah (Palestine-info, May 14).
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The weapons market in Gaza, where weapons are sold openly (Al-Arabiya TV, May 9).

% Signs of worsening anarchy were the following: incidents of violent criminal
activity and organized crime have increased; personal scores or inter-clan
disputes are being settled violently; criminal and radical Muslim groups have
attacked places of entertainment identified with Western culture (Internet cafés,
video stores) and foreign nationals in the Gaza Strip (representatives of
international organizations and the foreign media). The routine daily life of Gaza

City has been paralyzed, one sign of which is the garbage piling up in the streets.

Anarchy

'.
: . = Anarchy — The new
> security program

Destroying anarchy: a cartoon by Hamas-affiliated Omaya Joha (Al-Qaeda, April 16)

% One of the worst instances was an attack on May 6 during an UNRWA rally at
a school in Rafah, where the audience was shot at and a hand grenade was
thrown. A bodyguard of one of the members of the Palestinian Legislative Council

was killed and seven civilians were wounded. The attack was carried out by a
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group of radical Islamists belonging to the Salafit® as a protest against the mixing
of men and women during the rally. After the attack a number of Salafit
operatives were arrested and on May 8 its charitable society in Rafah was
torched. The UN General Secretary condemned the attack and called upon the
Palestinian Authority to enforce law and order and to protect humanitarian

organizations such as UNRWA.

The Army of Islam claims responsibility for the abduction
of a British journalist

i On May 8, 2007, almost two months after the March 12 abduction of BBC
correspondent Alan Johnston, a group calling itself the Army of Islam claimed
responsibility and presented its demands. That was done by sending a video tape
to the offices of Al-Jazeera TV in Gaza, which included a prepared speech by the
abductors read Johnston’s press pass in the background. They demanded the
release of prisoners (by implication, global jihad operatives held by the United
States and its allies), especially sheikh Abu Qatadah, a Jordanian of Palestinian
extraction held by Britain because of his links with Al-Qaeda and global jihad

elements.6

Alan Johnston’s press pass (Al-Arabiya TV, May 10)

® Salafit, a modern Islamic worldview and political movement, the result of a continuing sensation among
Muslims of inferiority in comparison with non-Muslims. Their theory is that the inferiority came about
because Muslims strayed from the “true path.” Therefore, only the strictest carrying out of Muslim
injunctions (fundamentalism) and taking active measures (including the use of force) will restore the
superiority of Islam as it was fashioned by the religion’s founding fathers.

® For further information see our Bulletin about the Army of Islam, which will shortly appear in English on
our Website.

12



Escalation of the propaganda war

# In the meantime, the propaganda war waged in the Palestinian media was
renewed with gusto. Hamas placed responsibility for the escalation on Fatah’s
shoulders, claiming that it was “part of the plot to make the security program fail”
(Palestine-info Website, May 14). Fatah accused Hamas of violating agreements
because its own agenda was more important than the Palestinians’ (hinting that
Hamas’s agenda is determined by other countries, such as Iran). Fatah
spokesman Jamal Nizal accused Hamas of having ruined Abu Mazen’s European

tour by firing rockets while Abu Mazen was in Italy.

Resignation of the interior minister

In view of the aforementioned events, interior minister Hani Al-Qawasmi
handed in his resignation (for the third time). It was received by prime minister
Ismail Haniya, who will take over Qawasmi’s duties until a permanent
replacement can be appointed. According to Qawasmi, he resigned because his
authority was undermined, among other things, by the deployment of the

security forces in the Gaza Strip without his knowledge.

Summary and assessment

% The new round of violent confrontations between Hamas and Fatah illustrates

the Palestinian national unity government’s inability to defuse tensions and
stabilize the Palestinian put an end to the violent clashes between Hamas and
Fatah, the main objective of its establishment.

i The national unity government is apparently also unable to rise to the other
challenges facing it, especially putting an end to the anarchy and the
international financial and political boycott of the Palestinian Authority. Thus the
Palestinian national unity government is becoming less and less relevant.
Therefore, recently there have been many signs of disappointment with Hamas.

One manifestation was the threats expressed by senior Hamas members that if
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there was no change in the situation the PA might collapse and the violent
confrontation with Israel might worsen. The volleys of rocket fire at Sderot
illustrate Hamas’ temptation to escalate the violence against Israel as a way out of
its inability to run the PA and to provide real solutions for the Palestinians’

distress.

The American benchmark document and reactions to it

i The United States recently sent Israel a document in an attempt to arrange
security between Israel and the Palestinians and to calm the situation. The
document, referred to as “benchmarks,” suggests fixing a timetable for Israel to
remove the roadblocks in Judea and Samaria, facilitate movement at the Gaza
Strip crossings (especially the Karni crossing), and operate a secure path for
civilians and merchandise between the Gaza Strip and Judea and Samaria. The
Palestinians, for their part, are required to cease carrying out terrorist attacks,
including rocket fire, and to avoid exploiting the removal of the roadblocks to

carry out terrorist attacks.

4 The main difficulty in implementing the benchmark document is the refusal
of the various terrorist organizations, especially Hamas, to cease their terrorist
attacks, obvious from the rockets fired at Sderot and the attack on the security
posts at the Karni crossing. Hamas rejected the benchmarks out of hand. In
Damascus, Khaled Mashaal said that the Palestinians would not abandon the
path of resistance (i.e., terrorism and violence) in return for easier traveling
arrangements (Al-Jazeera TV, May 4). Israel is still examining the document and
has not yet made a formal reply. Saeb Arigat, the PLO negotiator, welcomed the
document, saying it was a positive initiative, although, he said, there was no

substitute for negotiations.
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