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Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center
at the Center for Special Studies (C.S.S)

The Hamas Charter (1988)

Overtly anti-Semitic and anti-West, radical
Islamic in outlook, it stresses Hamas’ ideological
commitment to destroy the State of Israel
through a long-term holy war (jihad).

The front cover of the Hamas charter, printed in
Qalqilya in 2004. It shows Sheikh Ahmad Yassin,
who gave the charter its final form.
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 On January 25, 2006, the day Palestinian Legislative Council elections were held,

Dr. Mahmoud al-Zahar, senior Hamas leader in the Gaza Strip and candidate for the
post of foreign minister, stated that Hamas was committed to the ideology of its 1988
charter. He noted emphatically that “the movement [would] not change a single word
in its charter,” which calls for the destruction of the State of Israel, and would not
become a purely political movement, but quite the opposite, it would continue its
policy of “resistance” (i.e., terrorist attacks) (Reuters, Gaza, January 25).

 The Hamas charter referred to by Mahmoud al-Zahar was formulated during the

first year of the previous round of the violent Israeli-Palestinian confrontations (19871993). It was edited and approved by Ahmad Yassin, the movement’s founder and
leader (who died in a targeted killing in March 2004), and issued on August 18, 1988.
It is Hamas’s most important ideological document and as of this writing, copies
continue to be circulated in the Palestinian Authority-administered territories. It
makes extensive use of Islamic sources (the Qur’an and hadith1) to assure its religious
Islamic basis.



The main points of the Hamas charter:
 The conflict with Israeli is religious and political: The Palestinian problem

is a religious-political Muslim problem and the conflict with Israel is between
Muslims and the Jewish “infidels.”
 All Palestine is Muslim land and no one has the right to give it up: The

land of Palestine is sacred Muslim land and no one, including Arab rulers, has
the authority to give up any of it.
 The importance of jihad (holy war) as the main means for the Islamic

Resistance Movement (Hamas) to achieve its goals: An uncompromising

1

Supplements to and clarifications of the Qur’an, originally an oral tradition, later written down and
codified.

2

jihad must be waged against Israel and any agreement recognizing its right to
exist must be totally opposed. Jihad is the personal duty of every Muslim.
 The importance of fostering the Islamic consciousness: Much effort must

be invested fostering and spreading Islamic consciousness by means of
education [i.e., religious-political indoctrination] in the spirit of radical Islam,
based on the ideology of the Muslim brotherhood.
 The importance of Muslim solidarity: A great deal of importance is given to

Muslim solidarity, one of whose manifestations is aid to the needy through the
establishment of a network of various “charitable societies.”
 In addition, the charter is rife with overt anti-Semitism: According to the

charter, the Jewish people have only negative traits and are presented as
planning to take over the world. The charter uses myths taken from classical
European and Islamic-based anti-Semitism.
 The translation of the charter, which follows below, is of the 2004 edition,

published in an ornate format in Qalqilya2 and issued to celebrate the 17th anniversary
of the movement’s founding. Copies were among the documents found by IDF
soldiers in the Islamic Club in Qalqilya on September 27, 2005.

 Sheikh Ahmad Yassin’s picture appears on the front cover of the 2004 Qalqilya

edition. A picture of his temporary successor, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Rantisi (who died in a
targeted killing in April 2004) appears on the back cover. On the insides of the front
and back covers there are pictures of prominent terrorists who died during the
confrontation (shaheeds) and of jailed Qalqilya residents. Some of the Qalqilya
terrorists took part in suicide bombing attacks, for example, Sa’id Hutri, who blew
himself up at the Dolphinarium Club in Tel Aviv on June 1, 2001, killing 21
civilians and wounding 83, the overwhelming majority of all of whom were teenagers;
and ‘Abd al-Rahman Hammad, who was head of the Hamas terrorist-operative
infrastructure in Qalqilya and who planned and organized the attack.

2

Various, slightly different versions can also be found on the Internet.
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‘Abd al-Rahman Hammad, head of
the Hamas terrorist-operative
infrastructure in Qalqilya, who
planned and organized the attack.

Suicide bomber Sa’id
Hutri, who blew
himself up at the
Dolphinarium Club in
Tel Aviv, killing 21
teenagers.



The following sections include:
 An analysis of the Hamas charter
 A translation (Appendix A)
 The original Arabic document (Appendix B)

4

A
An
na
ally
yssiiss o
off tth
he
eH
Ha
am
ma
ass C
Ch
ha
arrtte
err
 The Hamas charter is the document which sets out the movement’s ideology as it

was formulated and honed by its founders. It includes its radical Islamic world view
(conceived by the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt), which has basically not changed in
the 18 years of its existence.3 With regard to Israel, the charter’s stance is
uncompromising. It views the “problem of Palestine” as a religious-political
Muslim issue, and the Israeli-Palestinian confrontation as a conflict between Islam
and the “infidel” Jews. “Palestine” is presented as sacred Islamic land and it is
strictly forbidden to give up an inch of it because no one (including Arab-Muslim
rulers) has the authority to do so. With regard to international relations, the charter
manifests an extremist worldview which is as anti-Western as Al-Qaeda and other
terrorist organizations.

 That worldview brings in its wake the refusal to recognize the State of Israel’s

right to exist as an independent, sovereign nation, the waging of a ceaseless jihad
(holy war) against it and total opposition to any agreement or arrangement that
would recognize its right to exist. At the beginning of the charter there is a quotation
attributed to Hassan Al-Bana,4 that “Israel will arise and continue to exist until
Islam wipes it out, as it wiped out what went before.”

 Overt, vicious anti-Semitism, with both Islamic and Christian-European

origins, is used extensively throughout the document. The all-out holy war (jihad)
against the Jewish people is legitimized by presenting the Jews in a negative light and
demonizing them as wanting to take over not only the Middle East but also the rest of
the world. One of the jihad’s deadliest manifestations is suicide bombing terrorism,
which was developed mainly by Hamas during the 1990s and has become its leading
“strategy” in the ongoing violent Israeli-Palestinian confrontation.
3

The Hamas platform made public during the Palestinian Legislative Council election campaign was
based on the charter, made relevant to the internal Palestinian arena (with great emphasis placed on the
need for internal reforms). For further information see our Special Bulletin "News of the IsraeliPalestinian Confrontation (January 1-15, 2006) ".
The founder of the Muslim Brotherhood and an important figure in the Hamas ��� pantheon,
apparently killed by the Egyptian security forces in 1949.
4

5



The Jews are also presented as worthy of only humiliation and lives of misery.

That is because, according to the charter, they angered Allah, rejected the Qur’an and
killed the prophets (the relevant Qur’an verse from Surah Aal-‘Imran is quoted at the
beginning of the charter). The document also includes anti-Semitic myths taken
from The Protocols of the Elders of Zion (mentioned in Article 32) regarding Jewish
control of the media, the film industry and education (Articles 17 and 22). The myths
are constantly repeated to represent the Jews as responsible for the French and
Russian revolutions and for all world and local wars: “No war takes place anywhere
without the Jews’ being behind it” (Article 22). The charter demonizes the Jews and
describes them as brutally behaving like Nazis toward women and children (Article
29).

 The charter views the jihad (holy war) as the way to take all of “Palestine”

from the Jews and to destroy the State of Israel, and Hamas’s terrorist attacks are
seen as links in the jihad chain carried out during the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Article 15 states that “the jihad to liberate ‘Palestine’ is the personal duty [���
��]” of every Muslim, an idea expounded by ‘Abdallah ‘Azzam.5

 The charter emphasizes the battle for Muslim hearts and minds, or, “the spread of

Islamic consciousness” (��������
), within three main spheres: the
Palestinians, the Arab Muslims and the non-Arab Muslims (Article 15). The process
of fostering and spreading that “Islamic consciousness” (�����������
) is
defined as its most important mission. Clerics, educators, men of culture, those
active in the media and information services and the generally educated public
all have the responsibility to carry it out (��.).

5

Abdallah Azzam was a Palestinian from the village of Silat al-Harithiya near Jenin, who was Osama
bin Laden’s ideologue, and later became a popular figure for Hamas. For further information see our
Special Bulletin "Who is Dr. Abdallah Azzam…,". His book defining jihad as the personal duty of
every Muslim was published in 1984 and it is reasonable to assume it influenced the Hamas charter.

6

 As part of the battle for hearts and minds, the charter places a special emphasis

on education [i.e., indoctrination] in the spirit of radical Islam, based on the ideas
of the Muslim Brotherhood. Fundamental changes must be made, it states, in the
educational system in the PA-administered territories: it must be “purified,” purged of
“the influences of the ideological invasion brought by the Orientalists and
missionaries” (Article 15), and the younger generation should be given a radical
Islamic education based exclusively on the Qur’an and the Muslim tradition (the
Sunnah). The means used for ideological recruitment, as detailed in the charter, are
“books, articles, publications, sermons, flyers, folk songs, poetic language, songs,
plays, etc.” When imbued with “correct” Islamic belief and culture, they become an
important means of raising morale and building the psychological fixation and
emotional strength necessary for a continuing “liberation campaign” (Article 19).

 The charter stresses the importance of Muslim solidarity according to the

commands of the Qur’an and Sunnah, especially in view of the confrontation taking
place between Palestinian society and the “terrorist Jewish enemy,” described as
Nazi-like. One of the expressions of that solidarity is aid to the needy (one of whose
main manifestations is the network of various “charitable societies” set up by Hamas,
which integrate social activities and support of terrorism).

 The charter makes a point of the ideological difference between Hamas, with

its radical Islamic world view, and the secularly-oriented The Palestine
Liberation Organization, but pays lip service to the need for Palestinian unity
needed to face the Jewish enemy. It notes that an Islamic world view completely
contradicts The Palestine Liberation Organization’s secular orientation and the idea of
a secular Palestinian state. Nevertheless, notes the charter, Hamas is prepared to aid
and support every “nationalist trend” working “to liberate Palestine” and is not
interested in creating schisms and disagreements (Article 27).6

6

In reality, throughout its history Hamas has refused to obey the Palestinian Authority leadership, both
when Arafat was in charge and now under Abu Mazen. Its policy is one of independent terrorism and
the refusal to disarm, and it has established itself in the PA-administered territories as a kind of
alternative Palestinian Authority so that when the time comes, it will be able to take over the
government, as indeed happened.

7

‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Rantisi, Ahmad Yassin’s successor as Hamas leader,
as he appears on the back cover of the charter. Rantisi is described as
dealing with policy and information, but he is shown holding a gun and
there are masked terrorists in the background. Under his picture it says,
“Oh lord, take as much of our blood as will satisfy you,” intended to
encourage self-sacrifice for the sake of Allah (i.e., to encourage suicide
bombing attacks).
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 A comparison of the Hamas charter and its January 3, 2006 platform during the

Palestinian Legislative Council election campaign shows that it did not moderate or
disguise its commitment to the charter’s basic principles in any meaningful way.
Its radical Islamic position was reiterated in both the platform and the statements of its
leaders during the campaign, as was its commitment to “resistance” (i.e., terrorism),
proof of the charter’s relevance to the present time.

 Nevertheless, there is a difference between the two documents, primarily in

emphases and the way certain issues are dealt with. The charter relates to Hamas’s
fundamental ideological position, while the election platform stresses its desire for
civilian reform in areas such as corruption, the war on unemployment, the status of
women, political rights, etc. They are all dealt with as part of “Change and Reform”
(����������
), Hamas’s slogan and the name of its political party during the
elections.

8
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The Charter of the Islamic Resistance Movement – Hamas8
Palestine, 1st day of Muharram, 1409 years after the hejira, August
18, 1988.9
In the name of Allah the merciful and compassionate
“[Ye faithful,] you are the best of nations ever given to mankind: you command the
doing of good, forbid the doing of evil and believe in Allah. It would have been better
for the People of the Book10 if they had [also] believed [in Allah]. [Although] some of
them are believers, most of them are sinful. They will never [be able] to do you any
harm, only [become] an annoyance, even if they do try to fight you, they will
[immediately] flee and then they will not be rescued. Humiliation will follow them
wherever they go, except if they grasp the rope Allah extends to them and the rope
[Muslim] men extend to them. Allah’s wrath pours down upon them and they will be
stricken with poverty, and that because they denied the signs of Allah and unjustly
killed the prophets. It is their retribution for having disobeyed and transgressed (Surah
[3] Aal-‘Imran, Verses 110-112).11
“Israel will arise and continue to exist until Islam abolishes it, as it abolished
what went before,” (the words of)the shaheed, imam Hassan al-Bana,12 may
Allah have mercy upon him.

7

The translation is based on the version distributed in Qalqilya compared with versions appearing on
the Internet with minor change was edded by the editor.
8
In the present version, the word “Hamas” appears after the full name of the movement on the front
cover, and before its full name on the title page. The word “Hamas” means “zeal” in Arabic, an internal
urge motivating someone to do something. In addition, Hamas is an acronym for “Islamic Resistance
Movement.”
9
The version of the Hamas charter translated here was not written on the date noted, but it appears on
most versions and therefore was added here. It related to the day Hamas was officially founded.
10
I.e., the Jews and Christians.
11
In preparing this document, the following English translation of the Qur’an were used: Internet sites,
���������
���
, by M. A. S. Abdel Haleem, OUP, 2005, Oxford Classics, paperback
edition with corrections, first published 2004. The final versions of Qur’an quotations were edited by
the translators of the Hamas charter. We also made use of the MEMRI translation into English of the
Hamas charter as it appears on their Website :
http://memri.org/bin/articles.cgi?Page=archives&Area=sd&ID=SP109206
12

Hassan al-Bana founded the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt in 1928 and was its General Guide. He
was killed in 1949, apparently by the Egyptian security forces as a result of the murder of Mahmoud
Fahmi al-Nukrashi, the Egyptian prime minister assassinated by the terrorist wing of the Muslim
Brotherhood several weeks earlier.

9

“The world of Islam is going up in flames. [Therefore,] each one of us must pour
water, if only a drop, to extinguish [them] insofar as one can, without waiting for
others.” [So said] Sheikh Amjad al-Zahawi,13 may Allah have mercy upon him.
In the name of Allah the merciful and compassionate

Introduction
Praise be to Allah from whom we are seeking aid, mercy and guidance, on whom we
rely and to whom we pray. May a prayer and peace be upon the messenger of Allah,
his family, his friends, his companions,14 those who have followed Him, those who
have spread his ���15 and have kept his Sunnah,16 [may] a prayer and peace [be
upon them] always, as long as heaven and earth exist. And to the matter at hand:
Listen, oh [Muslim?] people: in the midst of calamities and sea of suffering, from
within the heartbeats of the true believers and the purification of [their] hands and
forearms before prayer, from the awareness of duty and assent and obedience to the
will of Allah, there came the call [of our movement] and a meeting was organized, an
assembly was established, education17 in the path of Allah came into being, and the
will [power and] firm determination to fulfill its function while overcoming all
obstacles and difficulties, and [with] continued preparation and the willingness to
sacrifice everything held dear for the sake of Allah.
Finally, the core [of the movement] was formed and began plowing its way through
the stormy sea of hopes and wishes, of longings and heartfelt desires, dangers and
obstacles, pains and challenges, at home [in Palestinian] and abroad.

13

Al-Zahawi (a Kurdish name) was a senior Sunni Muslim cleric in Iraq, who was active in the
Palestinian cause and to this day is an important symbol in the global jihad. He was head of the Iraqi
Association of Religious Scholars and one of the founders of the Association for the Rescue of
Jerusalem, which was established with the cooperation of the World Islamic Conference. Among
those present at the conference were Sayyid Qutb, one of the leading ideologues of Islamic
fundamentalism. During the conference funds were raised to help solve the Palestinian problem. AlZahawi was also head of an Islamic group in Iraq called The Association of Islamic Brotherhood
between 1949-1953. He apparently met Hassan al-Bana. Today there is an Islamic battalion in Iraq
named after him, fighting the coalition forces.
14
The companions of the prophet, the �� � : the first faithful comrades of Muhammad.
That is those who spread the ��
religion of Islam worldwide.
15

, the Islamic message. In other words, those who spread the

16

That is, anyone who follows the Sunnah of the prophet Muhammad appearing in the oral tradition
(� � ) which was later written down.
17

In the copy of the Hamas charter in our possession, the text reads “Arabness,” that is, the identity of
all Arabic speakers, instead of “education” but in other editions the word is “education,” and
“Arabness” was probably a textual error.

10

The seed ripened and sprouted, and the plant took root in the soil of existence, far
from the sensation of fleeting emotions and despised haste. The Islamic Resistance
Movement set out to perform its duty, striding along the path of its lord.18 It held
hands with every jihad warrior19 for the sake of liberating Palestine. And the souls of
its jihad warriors meet those of the jihad warriors who have sacrificed their lives for
the soil of Palestine since it was conquered by the companions of the prophet of
Allah, may Allah’s prayer and blessing of peace be upon them, and to this very day.
This is the charter of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas). It reveals its
face, its identity, explains its position, makes its desires known, speaks of its hopes
and calls [upon those who hear] for aid, to support it and join its ranks. That is
because our battle against the Jews is great and fateful, and all honest means are
necessary for it. [The battle] is the [first] step which necessitates [taking] other steps
after it. [It is] a battalion, and [other] battalions from the great Arab and Muslim world
must support it, one after the other, to conquer the enemy and realize the victory of
Allah. This is how we will see them [i.e., the Arab/Muslim battalions] approaching
from the horizon, [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “Shortly you will certainly know
what he announces” [Surah [38] Sad, Verse 88], [and in addition:] “Allah wrote,
indeed I will prevail, I and my messengers. Allah is strong and mighty” ([Surah 58]
Al-Mujadalah, Verse 21) [and also] “Say, this is my way. I and those who follow me
call l [upon you] for Allah with certainty.Glory be to Allah. I will among those who
join other gods with Allah see correctly, and may the name of Allah be praised, and I
will not be with those who join other gods with Allah [i.e., polytheists] ([Surah 12]
Yusuf [Verse] 108).

18

In the original, “fighting the jihad.”

In the original, ��
, that is, jihad warriors. Jihad, according to Muslim tradition, has many
interpretations, among them the struggle against evil impulses, the contribution of money to Islam and
fighting in an Islamic army. Jihad in the connotation of the Hamas charter means fighting a holy war
for the sake of Allah to spread Islam worldwide.

19
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Chapter One
Defining the [Hamas] movement
The ideological tenets
Article 1
The path of the Islamic Resistance Movement is the path of Islam, from which it
draws its principles, concepts, terms and worldview with regard to life and man. It
turns to [Islam] when religious rulings are required and asks [Islam] for inspiration to
guide its steps.
The relationship between the Islamic Resistance Movement and the Muslim
Brotherhood [�����������
���20]
Article 2
The Islamic Resistance Movement is the branch of the Muslim Brotherhood in
Palestine. The Muslim Brotherhood is a global organization and the largest Islamic
movement in modern times. It excels in profound understanding and has an exact,
fully comprehensive perception21 [�����] of all Islamic concepts in all areas of
life: understanding and thought, politics and economics, education and social affairs,
law and government, spreading [i.e., indoctrinating the tenets of radical] Islam
[���] and teaching, art and the media, by that which is hidden and by martyrdom
[����] and in the other areas of life.
Structure and composition [of the organization]
Article 3
The basic structure of the Islamic Resistance Movement is founded on Muslims who
have put their faith in Allah and worship him as is fit [as it is written in the Qur’an], “I
created the jinns and humans only for the purpose that they worship me ([Surah 51]
Al-Dhariyat [Verse] 56). They have recognized their duties towards themselves, their
families and their homeland. They have feared Allah in all these matters and flown the
banner of jihad in the faces of tyrants to expel them from the land [� ��], and to
20

The Muslim Brotherhood movement was founded in Egypt by Hassan al-Bana in 1928. It is devoutly
Muslim and has inspired all Islamic movements established to date. The relationship between Hamas
and the Muslim Brotherhood is close because the former’s founder and spiritual leader, sheikh Ahmad
Yassin, belonged to the Muslim Brotherhood at the beginning of his career and even set up a branch in
Gaza.

21

“Fully comprehensive,” that is, faith that includes all aspects of life. What is implied is a
comprehensive (i.e., totalitarian) political viewpoint dictated by the Islamic faith.
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clean [the tyrants’] pollution from the faithful, [and to remove] their malice and evil,
[as it is written in the Qur’an] “No and again no, we show the truth to senselessness,
and [the truth] will smash its head and it will quickly fade away, [and you will be
those who cry out your distress, in punishment for the accounts you are related by]”
([Surah 21] Al-Anbiyaa [Verse] 18).
Article 4
The Islamic Resistance Movement welcomes every Muslim who adopts its worldview
and its way of thinking, who adheres to its path, keeps its secrets, wishes to join its
ranks to fulfill the duty [sic], and Allah will grant him his reward.

The dimensions of time and space as they relate to the Islamic
Resistance Movement
Article 5
The dimension of time for the Islamic Resistance Movement is [manifested in] the
adoption of Islam as a way of life. [Time] continues from the day the Islamic mission
was born and the first generation of the faithful who trod the path of righteousness [�
�����

22

]. Allah is its purpose, the messenger [the prophet Muhammad] is its

exemplary figure and the Qur’an is its constitution.23 The dimension of space is every
place Muslims are found who have adopted Islam as their way of life, in every corner
of the globe. Thus it [Hamas] strikes root in the depths of the ground and spreads to
encompass the sky.
“For see to what Allah has likened a good word: to a beautiful tree whose roots are
firmly planted and whose branches reach the sky, and whose fruit is always given at
the right time, with the permission of its master. Allah gave [such] parables to men so
that they might heed” ([Surah 14] Ibrahim [Verses] 24-25).

22

This is an expression of the connection between Hamas and Salafist radicalism. It is the source of
the interest in returning to the values of the first generation of Islam.
For some reason, the charter uses the word �� (meaning a modern, secular constitution) and not
����(religious Muslim law). However, once the Qur’an becomes the constitution (e.g., Saudi
Arabia), there is no difference between its being described as law or constitution. Thus Hamas supports
an Islamic constitution whether it exists or not, making it a genuinely fundamentalist Islamic
movement.

23
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Uniqueness and Independence
Article 6
The Islamic Resistance Movement is uniquely Palestinian. It has faith in Allah and
adopts Islam as its way of life. It acts to fly the banner of Allah over all of Palestine,
because people of all religions can live in the shadow of Islam in tranquility and
security for their lives, property and rights. However, in the absence of Islam a
conflict develops that injustice, corruption grows, more conflicts are created, and
[eventually] war breaks out.
How great is the Muslim poet Muhammad Iqbal,24 who wrote:
“When faith is lost there is no safety and no life for anyone who does not revive
religion. He who is content with life without religion has made obliteration of the self
his life’s companion.”

The universality of the Islamic Resistance Movement
Article 7
Muslims who adopt the path of the Islamic Resistance Movement and act to support
it, to adopt its positions and to strengthen its holy war are spread over the face of the
earth, making the movement universal. The movement is qualified for that because
of the clarity of its worldview, its noble purpose and the exalted quality of its goals.
That is how the movement should be considered, how its value should be judged and
how its role should be recognized. Whoever denies its right, refrains from supporting
it or whose vision is impaired and who works unceasingly to blur its role, is like
someone contesting fate [as determined by Allah], and who closes his eyes to the
facts, either intentionally or unintentionally. When he opens his eyes, he will realize
that the events have passed him by. Then he will become exhausted in his [useless] in
an effort to justify his previous position, unable to sustain it any longer [compared to
someone who] preceded him [and joined the movement and] has preference [over
him].

24

A Indian Muslim poet and philosopher from Kashmir (1873-1938). In 1928 he published a book in
English about the need for renewing the spirit of Islam called ���� � �� �������
����. Although he was knighted by the British authorities in India, his publications, mostly
reformist in nature, are also used by conservative Muslims to support their point of view.
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[As written:] The injustice incurred by one’s close relatives is more painful to the soul
than a sharp, powerful blow from the sharpest sword.25 [As it is written in the
Qur’an]: “We brought to you [Muhammad] from on high the [holy] book [i.e.,
scripture] with the truth, confirming the scripture[s] that came before it and with final
authority over them. Therefore, judge between them according to everything Allah
brought down [to you], and do not do follow their whims which deviate from the truth
which has been revealed to you. Each of you was given a law and a path. If [Allah]
had so willed, he would have made you one community of believers, but he also
desired to test you with what he has given to you. Therefore, aspire among yourselves
to be first in good deeds, for you will all return to Allah, and then he will clarify for
you all the matters you did not agree upon” ([Surah 5] Al-Ma’idah [Verse] 48).
The Islamic Resistance Movement is [also] one link in the chain of holy war in its
confrontation with the Zionist invasion. [The movement] has had a strong
connection with and is linked to the holy martyr [��� ] Izzedine al-Qassam and his
jihad warrior brethern [�����] from among the Muslim Brotherhood since
1936. From there it is closely related and connected to the next link [namely] the holy
war of the Palestinians, and to the efforts and holy war of the Muslim Brotherhood
in the war of 1948 and the jihad operations of the Muslim Brotherhood in 1968
and afterwards.
Actually, the links are distant from one another [in time], and the obstacles placed
before the jihad warriors by the followers of Zionism stopped the jihad from
continuing. Nevertheless the Islamic Resistance Movement aspires to bring the
promise of Allah to pass, no matter how long it takes. As the prophet [Muhammad],
may the prayer of Allah and his blessing of peace be upon him, said: “The time
[Judgment Day] will not come until Muslims fight the Jews and kill them and until
the Jew hides behind the rocks and trees, and [then] the rocks and trees will say: ‘Oh
Muslim, oh servant of Allah, there is a Jew hiding [behind me], come and kill him,

A line from a well-known � �
(ode), a classical, rhymed form of Arabic poetry, from the
Jahiliyyah era (the pre-Islamic period of ignorance and paganism), one of the seven � ��� (the socalled “hung” poems, written on material and hung on walls, considered the oldest collection of
classical Arabic pre-Islamic poetry) written by the poet Taratfah ibn al-‘Abd, following his numerous
quarrels with his cousin.
25
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except for the ��� [salt-bush tree], so it is the tree of the Jews” ([Hadith]
recorded in [the reliable collections of] Al-Bukhari and Muslim26).

The Islamic Resistance Movement’s motto
Article 8
Allah is its purpose, the messenger [the prophet Muhammad] is its exemplary
figure and the Qur’an is its constitution, jihad is its path and death for the sake
of Allah is the most exalted wish.27

Chapter Two
Goals
Causes and targets
Article 9
The Islamic Resistance Movement was born in an era in which Islam was absent from
daily life. As a result, balances were upset, concepts were confused, values altered and
evil people took power. Injustice and darkness prevailed, cowards behaved like tigers,
homelands were taken by force and people were driven out and wandered
purposelessly all over the earth. The Country of Truth disappeared and was replaced
by the Country of Falsehood, [consequently] nothing was left in its rightful place.
That is the state of affairs when Islam vanishes from the scene, everything changes,
and those are the causes.
As to the goals [of the Islamic Resistance Movement], they are: a war to the death
against falsehood, conquering it and stamping it out so that truth may prevail,
homelands may be returned [to their rightful owners] and the call of the muezzin
may be heard from the turrets of the mosques, announcing the [re]institution of
an Islamic state, so that Muslims might return and everything return to its rightful
place, with the help of Allah, [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “If Allah did not urge
people not to lay hands upon one another, the land would [certainly] be in disarray,
26

Hadiths are collections of the Muslim oral tradition which were written down. Those of Al-Bukhari
and Muslim are among six such collections which are considered most reliable by Muslims. The
tradition regarding the Jews who hid behind the rocks and trees on Judgment Day is very popular
among Muslims and its only goal is to defame the Jews. The fact that the story is found in hadiths
which are deemed reliable only makes the story more “authentic.”
27

This has the Muslim Brotherhood’s original motto since the movement’s inception in 1928.
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but Allah bestows his grace on all human beings” ([Surah 2] Al-Baqarah [Verse]
251).
Article 10
The Islamic Resistance Movement, while making its way forward, with all its might
[offers] support to anyone oppressed and protects anyone who feels he was unjustly
treated. It does not spare any effort to institute justice and wipe out falsehood, in word
and deed, both in this place and in every place it reaches and wherever it can have
influence.

Chapter Three
Strategy and means
The strategy of the Islamic Resistance Movement
Palestine is Islamic Waqf [religious endowment] land
Article 11
The Islamic Resistance Movement believes that the land of Palestine is a religious
Islamic endowment [waqf] for all Muslims until Resurrection Day. It is forbidden
to relinquish it or any part of it or give it up or any part of it. It does not belong
to any Arab country, or to all the Arab countries, or to any king or president, or
kings or presidents, or to any organization or organizations, whether they are
Palestinian or Arab, because Palestine is sacred Islamic endowment land and
belongs to Muslims until Resurrection Day. Its legal status is in accordance with
Islamic law [������������
]. It is subject to the same law to which are
subject all the territories conquered by Muslims by force, for at the time of the
conquest [the Muslim conquerors] consecrated it [i.e., Palestine] as a Muslim
religious endowment for all Muslim generations until Resurrection Day.
It happened thus: after the commanders of the Islamic armies conquered Al-Sham28
and Iraq, they sent the Muslim Caliph, Omar bin al-Khattab, [messages] in which they
consulted with him about [the fate of] the conquered land – whether to divide it
among the soldiers or to leave it to its owners [or act in some other way]. After
consultations and deliberations between the Muslim Caliph, Omar bin al-Khattab, and
the companions of Allah’s messenger (��������
], may Allah’s prayer and
28

“Greater Syria,” which includes present day Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Israel and the lands of the
Palestinian Authority.
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blessing of peace by upon him, the decision was made whereby the land would remain
in the hands of its [original] owners, who would be able to enjoy it and its fruits. With
regard to [the right] of possession of the land and of the land itself, [it was decided
that] it would be sacred to Muslims forever until Resurrection Day, but its owners
would have the right to enjoy [only] its fruits. That endowment exists as long as the
sky and earth exist.29 Therefore any act performed in opposition to Muslim law with
regard to Palestine is null and void, [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “For this is indeed
certain truth, and therefore praise the name of your exalted lord” ([Surah 56] AlWaqi’ah [Verses] 95-95).

The homeland and particular nationalism [al-wataniyyah] from the
Islamic Resistance Movement’s point of view
Article 12
From the point of view of the Islamic Resistance Movement, particular nationalism
[������30] is part of the religious faith. There is nothing more serious or
profound which reflects that type of nationalism than the fact that the enemy has
trampled on Muslim soil. In such a situation, launching a holy war [against] him
and confronting him become the personal duty [fardh ‘ayn] of every Muslim man
and woman: the woman goes out31 to fight [the enemy] without her husband’s
permission, and [even] the slave [is obliged to go out to fight the enemy] without
the permission of his master. There is nothing like it in any other political
system,32 and that is an indisputable fact. If all the various national particularist
[movements] are linked to [and characterized] by physical, human or regional factors,
then the Islamic Resistance Movement is also characterized by all of the above.
Moreover, and most important, it is [also] characterized by divine motives33 which
breathe life and soul into it, since it is strongly linked to the source of the spirit and [to
him who] gives [it] life. It [i.e., Hamas] waves the divine banner in the sky of the
homeland, strongly joining together heaven and earth, [as the widely known Muslim
Arab saying states:] “When Moses came and threw down his rod, it was the end of

29

That is, forever.
����� refers to the nationalism of a specific nation, while �� ��
aArabism (i.e., a supra-state Arab nationalism).
31
That is, she must go out.
32
Except for the Muslim régime.
33
In the religious, not national sense.
30
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refers to pan-

magic and magicians,”34 [and it is written in the Qur’an that:] “True guidance has
become distinct from error; therefore, whoever rejects false gods and believes in Allah
has grasped the firmest hand-hold, one that will never break, for Allah is all-hearing
and all-knowing” ([Surah 2] Al-Baqarah [Verse] 256).

Peaceful solutions, diplomatic initiatives and international
conferences
Article 13
[Diplomatic] initiatives, the so-called peaceful solutions and international
conferences to find a solution to the Palestinian problem, contradict the Islamic
Resistance Movement’s ideological position. Giving up any part whatsoever of
[the land of] Palestine is like ignoring a part of [the Muslim] faith. Accordingly,
the particular nationalism of the Islamic Resistance Movement is [also] part of its
faith. On ganner of Allah over their homeland, [and it is written in the Qur’an that:]
“Allah always prevails [in the end], although most people do not realize that” ([Surah
12] Yusuf [Verse] 20).
Sometimes the call is heard for an international conference to discuss a solution for
the [Palestinian] problem. There are those who agree [to that proposal] and those who
reject it for one reason or another. They demand the fulfillment of a certain condition
or conditions in return for their agreement to hold a conference and to participate in it.
The Islamic Resistance Movement is very familiar with both sides of the conferences
and their [negative] positions regarding Muslim interests in the past and present.
Therefore, the Movement does not consider such frameworks capable of meeting the
demands [of the Palestinians] or of restoring their rights or of bringing justice to the
oppressed. Thus such conferences are but one of the means used by the infidels to
prevail over Muslim land, and when have the infidels treated the faithful justly?
[as it written in the Qur’an that:] “the Jews will never be pleased with you, nor will
the Christians, until you have followed their religion. Say therefore, Allah’s guidance
is the only true guidance. But if you were to follow their desires after the knowledge
34

It is a well-known Arabic saying, an echo of the story of Moses (and Aharon) and Pharaoh, as
mentioned in the Qur’an – e.g., Surah Yunis (Surah number 10) and Surah Daha (Surah number 20) –
the gist of which is that Moses, through the power invested in him by Allah managed to do away with
several magicians. The sentence, in this context, is used to show that the Hamas doctrine regarding
particular nationalism and its components is like Moses’ rod, which can void every other act of magic
or any other act which reflects another particular nationalism, such as Zionism. Therefore, Hamas’s
aim is more probably an attempt to show that through the power of Allah the Jewish religious claim on
Palestine becomes invalid (even though Moses is considered a Jewish prophet).
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that has come to you, then you would find no one to protect or guard you from Allah”
([Surah 2] Al-Baqarah [Verse] 120).
There is no solution to the Palestinian problem except jihad. Regarding the
international initiatives, suggestions and conferences, they are an empty waste of
time and complete nonsense. The Palestinian people are far too noble to have their
future, rights and fate toyed with, [as the noble hadith states:] “The men of Al-Sham35
are the scourge [of Allah] in his land. Through them he wreaks vengeance on
whomever he wishes among his servants. It is forbidden for the hypocrites among
them to overcome the true believers among them; but rather they will die in sorrow
and grief” (told by Al-Tabarani36 with a chain of transmitters to Muhammad, and by
Ahmad [ibn Hanbal] with an incomplete chain of transmitters to Muhammad, which
[i.e., the incomplete chain] may be the accurate record, but [only] Allah knows [the
absolute truth]).

The three spheres
Article 14
The problem of the liberation of Palestine has three spheres: the Palestinian, the
pan-Arab and the Islamic. Each has a role to play in the struggle [siraa’] against
the Zionists and [also has] duties. Neglecting one of the spheres is a terrible mistake
and shameful ignorance, for Palestine is Islamic land. In it is the first of the two
directions of the worshippers at prayer,37 and the third [most holy place] after the first
two.38 It is also the destination of the night ride of the prophet of Allah, may Allah’s
prayer and blessing of peace be upon him, [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “Praised be
him who took his servant on a night ride from the sacred mosque to the farthest
mosque [��������
] whose precincts we blessed, to show him some of our
signs. He alone is the all-hearing, the all-seeing” ([Surah 17] Al-Israa’ [Verse] 1).
That being the case, the liberation [of Palestine] is the personal duty of every
Muslim, wherever he may be. [Only] on that basis can [a solution for] the
35

See Note 29, above.
The author of important collections of ���. Three of the collections are called Al-Kabir (“The
large [book]”) , Al-Awsat (“The middle-size [book]”) and Al-Sadghir (“The small-size [book]”). This
hadith gives the seal of authorization to the Muslim rights over “Palestine” and the right to expel the
Jews from it.
37
Jerusalem and Mecca, � ���� � , i.e., Jerusalem’s epithet in Islam is the first of the two
directions of worshippers. That is because initially Jerusalem was turned to in prayer as it is in Judaism,
but later Mecca was chosen as the direction.
38
Mecca and Medina.
36
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[Palestinian] problem be considered, and every Muslim must fully understand
that. On the day the [Palestinian] problem is treated on that basis, [that is, on the day]
when all the capabilities of the three spheres are mobilized, the current situation will
change and the day of liberation will be nearer, [as is it written in the Qur’an:] “The
fear of you [believers] in their [the Jews’] hearts is greater than their fear of Allah,
because they are a people devoid of understanding ([Surah 59] Al-Hashr [Verse] 13).

The jihad for the sake of liberating Palestine is a personal duty
Article 15
The day enemies steal part of Muslim land, jihad [becomes] the personal duty of
every Muslim. With regard to the usurpation of Palestine by the Jews, it is a must to
fly the banner of jihad. That means the propagation of Islamic awareness among
the masses – locally [in Palestine], the Arab world and the Muslim world. The
spirit of jihad must be disseminated within the [Islamic] nation, the enemies
must be engaged in battle and [every Muslim must] join the ranks of the jihad
warriors [mujahidee ].
It is therefore necessary that religious scholars [‘ulamaa], educators, media
personalities, the educated public and especially the younger generation and the
leaders if the Islamic movement take part in [this] campaign to create awareness
[i.e., indoctrination]. In addition, fundamental changes must be made in the
school curricula to free them from the influences of the intellectual [western]
invasion they have been subjected to by Orientalists and missionaries. That
invasion took the region by surprise after Salah al-Din al-Ayoubi [Saladin] defeated
the Crusader armies. The Crusaders then realized that the Muslims could not be
conquered unless the way had [first] been prepared by an ideological invasion to
muddle the [Muslims’] thoughts, distort their heritage and defame their ideals, and
[only] then could a military invasion take place. [All] that happened in preparation for
the [western] imperialist invasion, when [General] Allenby announced on his entrance
to Jerusalem: “Finally the Crusades are over,” and General Gouraud stood on Salah
al-Din’s grave and said: “Salah al-Din, we have returned.” Imperialism reinforced the
intellectual invasion and deepened its roots, and it still [does so]. All that paved the
way for the loss of Palestine.
Therefore, what must be done is [the following:] to instill in the minds of all the
Muslims generations that the problem of Palestine is religious, and on that basis
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it must be dealt with. After all, there are holy sites [in Palestine] which are sacred to
Islam: Al-Aqsa mosque is there, and it has an indissoluble tie to the holy mosque [in
Mecca] [and will have] as long as the heaven and earth endure, because of the night
ride of the prophet of Allah, may Allah’s prayer and a blessing of peace be upon him,
and his ascension to heaven from there, [as it says in the hadith:] “Being stationed on
the frontier for the sake of Allah [for only] one day39 is better than this world and
everything in it. Likewise, a portion of paradise as small as [the place] which is taken
by a [horseman’s] whip belonging to any of you [i.e., the jihad warriors] is better than
all this world and everything in it. The incursion to the ranks of the enemy and the
tactical withdrawal in preparation for another attack [as part of jihad] by any Muslim
are better than this world and what is in it (as recounted in [the collection of hadiths
of] Al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah).40 “By the life of him in whose
hands rests Muhammad’s soul41 [i.e., Allah], I which I could participate in an invasion
for the sake of Allah and to be killed in it, and after that [if I do not die, I will desire
again] to fight and then to die, and after that [if I do not die, I will desire again] to
fight and then to die” (as is told [in the collection of ��� of] Al-Bukhari and
Muslim).

Educating the next generations
Article 16
The coming generations raised in our region must receive an Islamic education
based on carrying out the commandments of [the Islamic] religion and a
conscious study of the book of Allah [the Qur’an] and of the Muslim tradition [the
Sunnah] and of the prophet [Muhammad]. In addition, [in the same way] we must
teach them from reliable sources of Islamic history and heritage under the instruction
of specialists and scholars, and to prepare the curricula which will create the
correct outlook in the thoughts and beliefs of the Muslim [student]. At the same
time it is necessary to make a attentive study of the enemy and his material and
human resources, while recognizing his weak spots and sources of power and the
�� , that is, maintaining the stations of the military guard in the outlying regions of Islam, which
were erected to defend the Islamic polity (Caliphate or Sultanate). However, this term has a larger
meaning and relates to any Muslim living in territory used as or considered a front line for the Muslim
holy warriors even though he or she is not necessarily engaged in battle but in another capacity deemed
as supporting the battle (jihad).
40
That is, every act performed by a Muslim for the sake of jihad is worth this world and everything in
it.
41
A specific phrase of a very strong oath taken by a Muslim.
39
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general forces supporting and standing by him. [Likewise] it is necessary to be
familiar with events as they happen, to be up-to-date and to study their analyses and
interpretations. It is also necessary to plan for the present and the future42 and to
examine everything that happens so that the Muslim jihad warrior will live his life
aware of his purpose, aim, path and what takes place around him, [as it is written in
the Qur’an:] “My son, something whose weight is but the weight of a mustard seed,43
even if it is within a rock or in the sky or in the depths of the earth, Allah will find
[and bring] it [to light]. Allah is most kind and knows everything inside out. My small
son, say the prayer and command what is right and forbid that which is wrong and
bear everything that happens to you steadfastly. That is a sign of treating things with
firmness. Do not treat people with contempt or behave arrogantly in public. Allah
does not like any person behaving with arrogance” ([Surah 31] Al-Luqman [Verses]
16-18).

The role of the Muslim woman
Article 17
The role of the Muslim woman in the battle for liberation is no less important
than that of the [Muslim] man, for she is the maker of men. She has a supremely
important role in guiding the coming generations and educating them. Indeed, [our]
enemies have long since understood the importance of her role. Their view toward her
is that if they can guide her and raise her as they please, devoid of Islam, then they
will win the battle [against us]. Therefore you discover that they devote a great
deal of continuous effort to their attempts [to achieve that] using the media,
movies and curricula [which they wield] through their proxies within the Zionist
organizations, the latter assuming all sorts of names and forms, such as The
Organization of Freemasons,44 Rotary clubs [i.e., Rotary International],45
espionage groups and others, all of which are nothing more than dens of
42

The version we used does not contain the word “present” but it does exist in other versions.
For previous references to mustard seeds in religious literature, see Matthew 13:31 and 17:20, Mark
4:31 and Luke 13:19.
44
The Freemasons are an international order which, because of its secretive nature, is often used in
anti-Semitic literature as part of an international Jewish plot of the sort that appears in ������
��� ��� .
45
The Rotary is an international organization founded at the beginning of the 20th century in Chicago
which has since opened branches all over the world. Its members are businessmen and philanthropists,
and its purpose is to provide aid for the needy and to bring people of all groups and nations together.
As a strong, active worldwide organization backed by rich individuals, it is tempting to say it is run by
Jews and part of the anti-Semitic myth of the world Jewish conspiracy to take over the world, as noted
in ���� ��
�������
.
43
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sabotage and saboteurs. These Zionist organizations have enormous material
resources which enable them to play roles inside the [i.e., in this context, Islamic]
societies [keeping them functioning] without any Islamic participation in them,
thus alienating [Muslims] from it. Therefore, the followers of the global Islamic
movement [i.e., Muslim fundamentalists]

46

must [all] take part in countering the

plans [or plots] of those saboteurs. On the day Islam [will be in a position to] direct
life, it will eradicate the organizations [deemed] hostile to humanity and to Islam.
Article 18
The woman in the home of a jihad warrior and a jihad warrior family, whether she is a
mother or a sister, fills the most important role of taking care of the home, raising the
children according to the moral ideas and values derived from Islam and educating her
children to follow the precepts of [the Islamic] religion in preparation for the role in
the jihad that awaits them. Therefore, much attention must be paid to the schools
and curricula of the Muslim girl’s education so that she may grow up and be a
proper mother, aware of her role in the battle [for the] liberation [of Palestine].
She must also have enough perception and awareness to conduct household affairs.
Being economical and avoiding waste in the family’s expenses are part of the
necessary requirements for surviving in the difficult conditions prevailing. Thus she
must always be aware [that] the money available [to her] is like blood which must run
through the veins solely for the purpose of continuing the life of young and old alike,
[as it is written in the Qur’an:] “Muslim men and women who are faithful and devout,
true, brave, modest, give charity, fast, are chaste and often call upon Allah – for them
Allah has prepared mercy and a great reward” ([Surah 33] Al-Ahzab [Verse] 35).

The function of Islamic art in the battle for liberation
Article 19
Art has its own rules and standards, by which it is possible to determine whether it is
Islamic or ���
.47 The issues of Islamic liberation need Islamic art which will uplift
the spirit without making one aspect of a person more prominent than the other; on the
contrary, it must raise all aspects of the individual in a balanced, harmonious fashion.
46

The term fundamentalist Muslims (������
) use to refer to themselves.

���refers to the period of ignorance in the Arabian peninsula before Islam, during which the
belief in material artifacts (paganism) was more prevalent, prominent and appreciated than spiritual
matters.
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Indeed, the human being is a unique and wonderful creature, [made from] a handful of
clay48 [combined with] a spiritual soul [of Allah]. Accordingly, Islamic art relates to
humans based on that basis, while ���
[i.e., pagan] art relates only to the body, and
gives predominance to the aspect of clay.49
Therefore, if books, articles, publications, sermons, treatises, folk songs, poetry,
[patriotic] songs, plays, etc., contain the characteristics of Islamic art, they are
among the elements needed for ideological recruitment. They are also the
refreshing nourishment necessary to continue the journey and provide rest for the
soul, for the way is long and the suffering great and the souls become weary. That is,
Islamic art renews activity, sets [things] in motion, and awakens within the soul
sublime meaning and sound behavior. There is nothing that can repair the soul if it
is in retreat except the change from one state to another. These are all very serious
things and not to be taken lightly, for the jihad warrior nation knows no jest.

Mutual guarantees and [Muslim] solidarity
Article 20
Muslim society is [characterized by] solidarity. Indeed, the messenger [the prophet
Muhammad], may Allah’s prayer and his blessing of peace be upon him, said [in the
hadith}; “Blessed are the sons of the al-Ash’ariyyun tribe.50 When they were required
to make an effort either in an area where they had settled or during [long] journey,
they would collect everything they had and divide it equally.” That is the Islamic
spirit that must prevail in Muslim society. A society facing a cruel enemy who
behaves like a Nazi51 that does not distinguish between man and woman, young and
old, must wrap itself in such an Islamic spirit. For our enemy relies on collective
punishment. It deprives people [i.e., the Palestinians] of their homes and possessions.
It hunts them down in exile and wherever they gather. [The Zionist enemy] relies on
breaking bones, shooting women, children and old people, with or without a reason.
He opened detention camps to throw into them many thousands of people [i.e.,
Palestinians], [who live there] in subhuman conditions. In addition, he destroys
homes, turns children into orphans and unjustly convicts thousands of young people
so that they may spend the best years of their lives in the dark pits of their jails.
48

That is, the material aspect.
That is, emphasizes the materialistic side as opposed to the spiritual side.
50
A famous tradition relating to a tribe in the Arabian peninsula at the dawn of Islam, whose just
behavior and solidarity, whatever situation they were in, became models in Islam.
51
The implied comparison between Jews and Nazis appears below as well.
49
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The Jews’ Nazism includes [brutal behavior towards Palestinian] women and
children and terrifies the entire [population]. They battle against [the
Palestinians’] making a living, extort their money and trample their honor. In
their behavior [towards these people] they are as bad as the worst war criminals.
[Their] deportation [of people] from their homeland is in fact a form of murder.
Therefore, to cope with such acts, solidarity must prevail and [these people] must face
the enemy as one body. Accordingly, if one member of the body complains [of an
injury which has led to the development of a high fever] then the other members
identify with it by watching over it all night long and partaking of the fever [to ease
the member’s suffering].52
Article 21
Mutual social responsibility includes providing material or moral aid to anyone in
need or participation in carrying out part of one’s duties. [Therefore] members of the
Islamic Resistance Movement must relate to the interests of the masses as though they
were their own personal interests, and must spare no effort to realize and preserve
them. They must prevent manipulations regarding everything that negatively
influences the future of the [next] generations and [everything that] might harm their
society. In fact, the masses are [members] of [the Islamic Resistance Movement] and
[work] on their behalf, and the strength [of the Islamic Resistance Movement] stems
from [the masses’] strength and [the Islamic Resistance Movement’s] future is [the
masses’] future. The members of the Islamic Resistance Movement must therefore
take part in [the Palestinians’] joys and sorrows, espouse the demands of the masses
and everything which promotes [the movement’s] interest and [the Palestinian
masses’] interests [at the same time]. The day such a spirit prevails, brotherhood will
become more profound and there will be cooperation and mutual compassion, unity
will become stronger and the ranks will stand closer together in the face of [our]
enemies.

The forces which support the enemy
Article 22
[Our] enemies planned their deeds well for a long time [and managed] to achieve
whatever they have, employing the factors influencing the course of events.
52

The reference is to a well-known hadith according to which Muslims are likened to the human body:
when one of its members is hurt.
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Therefore, they acted to pile up huge amounts of influential material resources, which
they utilized to fulfill their dream. Thus [the Jews], by means of their money, have
taken over the international communications media: the news agencies,
newspapers, publishing houses, broadcasting stations, etc. [Not only that,] they
used their money to incite revolutions in various places all over the world for
their own interests and to reap the fruits thereof. They were behind the French
Revolution, the Communist Revolution and most of the revolutions we have
heard about [that happened here and there]. They used their money to found
secret organizations and scattered them all over the globe to destroy other
societies and realize the interests of Zionism. [Such organizations] include the
Freemasons, the Rotary clubs [sic], the Lions [Club],53 The Sons of the Covenant
[i.e., B’nai Brith] and others. They are all destructive espionage organizations
which, by means of money, succeeded in taking over the imperialist countries
and encouraged them to take over many other countries to be able to completely
exploit their resources and spread corruption.54
[Their involvement in] local and world wars can be spoken of without fear of
embarrassment. In fact, they were behind the First World War, through which
achieved the abolishment of the Islamic Caliphate,55 made a profit and took over
many of the sources of wealth. They [also] got the Balfour Declaration and
established the League of the United [sic] Nations to be able rule the world. They
were also behind the Second World War, in which they made immense profits by
buying and selling military equipment, and also prepared the ground for the
founding of their [own] state. They ordered the establishment of the United
Nations and the Security Council [sic] which replaced the League of the United
[sic] Nations, to be able to use it to rule the world. No war takes place anywhere
in the world without [the Jews] behind the scenes having a hand in it [as it is
written in the Qur’an:] “Whenever they fan the flames of war, Allah will extinguish
them. They strive [to fill] the land with corruption, and Allah does not like the
corrupt” ([Surah 5] Al-Ma’ida [Verse] 64).
53

All voluntary international organizations. The Lions, like the Rotary, was founded in the United
States at the beginning of the 20th century to aid the needy all over the globe, and it has many branches.
Its Website is http://www.lionsclubs.org.
54
All myths based on Christian European anti-Semitism, as expressed in ���
��� ����
��. They repeat ad nauseam the libel that the Jews want to take over the world and are responsible for
every evil that exists.
55
The Islamic Caliphate state.
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In fact, the forces of imperialism in the capitalist west and Communist east support
the [Zionist] enemy as stoutly as possible with both material and manpower. They
alternate with one another [in giving support]. On the day Islam appears [in all its
might] all the infidels will join forces to confront it for [all] the infidels are one
community,56 [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “Oh ye who believe, do not become
close to those who are not of your own faith, for they will not spare any effort to
corrupt you. They are happy with your misfortune and hatred [for you] burns in their
mouths, but what they hide in their hearts is worse. We have made that clear to you
with signs, if only you [could] understand” ([Surah 3] Aal-‘Imran [Verse] 118).57 It is
not a matter of chance that the verse ends with the words, “if only you [could]
understand.”

Chapter Four
Our position regarding:
A. The [other] Islamic movements
Article 23
The Islamic Resistance Movement respects and has great estimation for the other
Islamic movements. Even if it disagrees with them regarding a position or view, it
agrees with them regarding [other] positions and views. It considers those movements,
as long as they demonstrate good intentions and faithfulness to Allah, as acting within
58
the realm – gate(s) – of ����
and as long as they operate within the general

Islamic sphere, for every ����[qualified Muslim religious scholar who issues
independent religious edicts] has a share [in it].
Therefore, the Islamic Resistance Movement views those movements as potentially
available [to be used by it], and asks Allah for [wise and right] guidance for everyone
[i.e., every member of the movements]. It does not for a moment forget that it waves
the banner of unity and invests much effort to bring [unity] to bear in accordance with
the Qur’an and Sunnah. [For it is written in the Qur’an:] “Hold fast to the rope of
Allah – all together; do not split into factions, and remember Allah’s favor when he
56

A reference to a well-known hadith. “Infidels” here also means Jews and Christians.
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Some of the versions of the Hamas charter read “It is not a matter of chance the verse ends with the
words ‘if only you will understand.’”
�� : the making an independent legal judgment by a qualified Muslim scholar ( �� ) based
on an intensive study of religious Muslim law. It means that they do not deviate from the religion of
Islam and their use and actions are within the acceptable framework of Islam.
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brought your hearts together when you were enemies. His kindness turned you into
brothers, and saved you when you were on the brink of the pit of fire. In this way
Allah makes his signs clear to you so that you may be rightly guided” ([Surah 3] Aal‘Imran [Verse] 103).59
Article 24
The Islamic Resistance Movement forbids the libeling and defaming60 of individuals
or groups. A true believer does not defame or curse. In addition, a distinction must be
made between [defamation] and taking a stand or having an opinion or behaving in a
certain way. The Islamic Resistance Movement has the right to identify a mistake and
to warn [people] of it while striving to clarify the truth and adopting it in relation to
any specific issue about which an objective attitude is taken [by Hamas]. Wisdom is
what the true believer is searching for, and he should therefore embrace it wherever he
finds it,61 [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “Allah does not like bad words to be spoken
in public unless because someone has been treated unjustly. Allah is all-hearing and
all- knowing. Whether you do good openly or whether you hide it or whether you
show forgiveness for evil, surely Allah is most forgiving” ([Surah 4] Al-Nisaa’
[Verses] 148-149).

B. The national movements in the Palestinian arena
Article 25
[The Islamic Resistance Movement] behaves toward them with mutual respect,
appreciates their circumstances and the factors surrounding and influencing them, and
supports them as long as they are not loyal to the Communist east or the Christian
[Crusader] west.62 The Islamic Resistance Movement assures anyone who immerses
himself in or identifies with it that it is a jihadist and moral movement and aware in its
world view and its dealings with others. It loathes opportunism and wants only good
for people, be they individuals or groups. It does not strive for material gains or a
good reputation or the profits that arise from that -- [as it is written in the Qur’an:]
“Muster against them [the enemy] all the force you can” ([Surah 8] Al-Anfal [Verse]
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Mistakenly referred to in some versions of the Hamas charter as Verse 102.
The original Arabic uses two words which are virtually synonymous.
61
A well-known hadith encouraging the Muslim believer to do his best to seek the truth. In reality it
enables Hamas to take a position suitable to it in any issue.
62
The term “Crusaders” in Arabic (salibi) as a reference to Christians has negative connotations,
unlike the terms masihi or nasrani, references to Christians as a religious minority.
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60),63 -- and in order to perform your duty so that Allah might be pleased with you.
[The Islamic Resistance Movement] has no aspiration beyond that.
It reassures all the national trends [i.e., groups] operating within the Palestinian
arena for the liberation of Palestine that it lends support and aid to them and
will never behave otherwise in word or in deed in the present and future. [The
Islamic Resistance Movement] brings [people] together and does not separate [them],
protects and does not cast aside, unites and does not divide, values every good word
and genuine effort and commendable endeavor. It closes the door in the face of petty
disagreements and does not heed rumors and biased words; it is fully aware of the
right to self defense. Anything that opposes or contradicts these positions is a libel
fabricated by the enemy or by his lackeys to spread confusion, divide the ranks and
create destruction through marginal issues, [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “Oh ye true
believers, when a sinful person comes to you with information, investigate what he
says carefully lest people be harmed inadvertently, and you regret what you have
done” ([Surah 49] Al-Hujurat [Verse] 6).
Article 26
The Islamic Resistance Movement treats other Palestinian national movements
positively if they are loyal to neither east nor west. However, that does not prevent it
from discussing new developments locally and internationally regarding the
Palestinian issue in an effective manner which reveals the degree of [their] agreement
or disagreement with national interests and based on [its] Islamic worldview.

C. The Palestine Liberation Organization
Article 27
The Palestine Liberation Organization is closest to the Islamic Resistance Movement
and it is [considered] father, brother, relative [and] friend. Can any Muslim shun his
father or brother or relative or friend? After all, our homeland is one, our catastrophe
one, our fate one and we have a common enemy.
The circumstances under which the organization [the Palestine Liberation
Organization] was founded and the atmosphere of ideological confusion prevailing in
the Arab world following the intellectual invasion that the Arab world was subjected
63

Part of a famous verse which serves as the slogan for radical Islamic movements from the Muslim
Brotherhood to the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and expresses their desire to frighten the enemy.
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to, and is still influenced by, since its defeat at the hands of the Crusaders,
Orientalism, [Christian] missionary [activity] and imperialism made the Palestine
Liberation Organization adopt the ideology of a secular state and that is how we
see it. However, a secular ideology is diametrically opposed to a religious
ideology, and eventually positions, modes of behavior and the decision-making
process are all based on ideology.
Therefore, despite our esteem for the Palestine Liberation Organization and what it is
capable of developing into, and without belittling its role in the Arab-Israeli conflict,
we cannot exchange the Islamic nature of Palestine in the present or future for
the adoption of secular ideas. That is because the Islamic nature of Palestine is
part of our faith and whoever does not take his faith seriously is defeated, [as it is
written in the Qur’an:] “Who would despise the religion of Abraham except for the
one who has made a fool of himself?” ([Surah 2] Al-Baqarah [Verse] 130).
Hence the day on which the Palestine Liberation Organization adopts Islam as
its way of life we will be its soldiers and the fuel of its fire which will burn the
enemy. However, until then – and we pray to Allah that it happens soon – the Islamic
Resistance Movement will treat the Palestine Liberation Organization as a son treats
his father, brother treats brother, relative treats relative. One suffers for the other when
he is pricked by a thorn, supports him in his confrontation with his enemies and
wishes he may go along the true path and [act with] wisdom.
Your brother [is also] your [guardian and supporting] brother. One who has no brother
/ is like someone who hastens into battle without a weapon [to guard and support
him]. / Remember, a [person’s] cousin serves as his [second] wing [which guards and
supports] him, / hence can the falcon fly with only one wing?64

D. Arab and Islamic states and governments
Article 28
The Christian [Crusader] conquest is evil, it does not stop at anything, it makes
use of every despicable and vicious means to achieve its ends. In its infiltration
and espionage operations it relies heavily on the secret organizations it gave birth
to, such as the Freemasons, Rotary and Lions Club, and similar espionage
64

These are often-quoted verses written by the seventh-century Arab poet, Rabi’ah ibn ‘Amir ibn Anif,
nicknamed Miskin al-Darimi.
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groups. All those organizations, both covert and overt, act for the good of and
are directed by Zionism. They aim to collapse society, undermine values, destroy
the security of life and property, create [moral degeneration] and the
annihilation of Islam. They are behind trafficking in drugs and alcohol, to make
it easier for them to take over [the world] and to expand [and gain more
territory].
Therefore, the Arab states bordering Israel are required to open their borders to the
jihad warriors belonging to the Arab/Muslim nations, so that they may fulfill their role
and join their efforts to those of the Muslim brethren in Palestine.
With regard to the other Arab/Muslim nations, they are required to facilitate the
passage of the jihad warriors through their territory, which is the very least [they can
do].
Nor do we forget to remind every Muslim that when the Jews conquered the holy
[site] in Jerusalem in 1967 and stood on the threshold of the blessed Al-Aqsa mosque
they cheered: Muhammad died and left [only] daughters.
Thus Israel with its Judaism and Jews challenges Islam and Muslims. And the
cowards shall know no sleep.65 [I.e., the Muslims will make the Jews so fearful they
will not sleep at night.]

E. National and religious groups, institutions, educated people and
the Arab/Muslim world
Article 29
The Islamic Resistance Movement expects these groups to stand by it and support it at
various levels, to adopt its positions, support its activities and movements and acts to
gain [other] support for it, so that Muslim peoples will give it [their] support, backing
and a strategic depth on all levels: human, material, information, time and place. [That
should be done] by organizing conferences, publishing committed pamphlets and
creating mass awareness [through indoctrination] with regard to the Palestinian issue
and what [dangers] it faces, what is plotted against it, and by recruiting Muslims
through ideology, education and culture. Thus they [the Muslim peoples] will play a
part in the decisive battle for liberation [just] as they contributed to the defeat of the
Crusaders and the rout of Tatars and rescued humanity’s civilization. That [victory of
65

A quote from a hadith.
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the Muslim peoples] is not difficult for Allah [to achieve], [as it is written in the
Qur’an:] “Allah wrote, for I will most certainly overcome, I and my messengers.
Allah is strong and powerful” ([Surah 58] Al-Mujadalah [Verse] 21).
Article 30
Writers and the educated, media people, preachers in mosques, educators and the
other sectors of the Arab/Muslim world: they are all called upon the play their roles,
to fulfill their duties in view of the vicious invasion of Zionism and its infiltration into
most of the countries [of the world] and its material and media control, and with all its
ramifications in most countries of the world.
Indeed, jihad is not limited to bearing arms and fighting the enemy face to face. A
good word, a good article, an effective book, support and aid – if the intentions are
pure – so that Allah’s banner becomes supreme, all constitute the essence of jihad for
the sake of Allah.
Whoever has prepared a warrior [to do battle] for the sake of Allah [is considered as
having] fought [in the battle], and whoever remains behind [to take care of] the
warrior’s family [is considered as having] fought [in the battle] (as told by al-Bukhari,
Muslim, Abu Daoud and al-Tirmidhi in the ���collections).

F. Followers of other religions
The Islamic Resistance Movement is a humane movement
Article 31
The Islamic Resistance Movement is a humane movement which respects human
rights. It is committed to the tolerance of Islam toward the followers of other
religions. It is not hostile to them but only so far as they are hostile to it or whoever
stands in its way to make it fail or frustrate is efforts.
Those who believe in the three [monotheistic] religions, Islam, Christianity and
Judaism, can live side by side under the aegis of Islam in security and safety, for
only under the aegis of Islam can there be complete security. In fact, ancient and
recent history are the best proof of that. Therefore, the followers of other religions are
called upon to stop fighting Islam in regard to sovereignty over this region. On the
day that they become rulers, they will rule only by killing, torture and expulsion. That
is because they are incapable of dealing with each other, let alone with the followers
of other religions. Both the past and the present are full of examples proving that, [as
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it is written in the Qur’an regarding the Jews:] “They do not ever go out as one man to
fight you, except from within fortified strongholds or from behind high walls. There is
much hostility among them. They seem to you to be united, but their hearts are
divided because they are a people which are devoid of understanding” ([Surah 59]
Al-Hashr [Verse] 14).
Islam provide rights to anyone who is eligible to have thems, and prevents the rights
of others from being infringed upon. [As opposed to that,] the Nazi Zionists’ harsh
measures taken against our people will not prolong the duration of their invasion.
Indeed, the régime of injustice will last but one hour, while the régime of truth [will
last] until the hour of resurrection [i.e., Judgment Day]. [As it is written in the
Qur’an:] “Allah does not forbid you to respect and be just with those who do not fight
you because of your faith and do not drive you out of your homes. Allah loves those
who are just” ([Surah 60] Al-Mumtahinah [Verse] 8).

G. The attempt to isolate the Palestinian people
Article 32
World Zionism and the forces of imperialism are trying in a subtle way and with
carefully studied planning, to remove the Arab states, one by one, from the
sphere of the conflict with Zionism, eventually of isolating the Palestinian people.
The aforementioned forces have already removed Egypt to a large extent,
through the treacherous Camp David accords [September 1978]. They are now
trying to draw other [Arab] states into [signing] similar agreements, so that they
may also be outside the conflict.
Therefore the Islamic Resistance Movement calls upon the Arab and Muslim peoples
to act in all seriousness and with all diligence to frustrate that monstrous plan [or plot]
and to alert the masses to the danger [inherent in] leaving the sphere of confrontation
with Zionism: today it is Palestine and tomorrow part of another country [��], or
other countries [�� ].66 The Zionist plan has no limit; after Palestine [the Zionists]
aspire to expand to the Nile and the Euphrates. Once they have devoured the
region they arrive at, they will aspire to spread further and [then] on and on.
Their plan [or plot appears] in The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and their
The Arabic term � (plural �� ) denotes not merely one Arab state of many, but a region
considered part of a larger Arab supra-state. It is mostly used in the Arab nationalistic ideology, which
is by nature secular.
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present [behavior] is [the best] proof of what we are saying. Therefore, leaving the
conflict with the Zionists is [an act of] high treason and a curse which rests upon
whoever [does so]. [As it is written in the Qur’an:] “Whoever retreats [while fighting
the infidels] before them on that day – unless he does so to return and fight again, or
to join the other warriors – will have Allah’s wrath visited upon him and hell will be
his abode. What a wretched fate!” ([Surah 8] Al-Anfal [Verse] 16).
Therefore, all forces and resources must be pulled together to confront this vicious
Nazi Mongol invasion, lest homelands be lost, residents expelled, corruption spread
all over the earth and all religious values destroyed. Therefore every man must know
that he will bear responsibility before Allah, [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “Whoever
does a good deed, although it may be as small as a grain, will realize his [reward in
the afterworld], and whoever does an evil deed, although it may be as small as a grain,
will realize his [reward in the afterworld]” ([Surah 99] Al-Zalzalah [Verses] 7-8).
Regarding the scope of conflict with world Zionism, the Islamic Resistance
Movement sees itself as the spearhead or a step on the road [to victory]. It joins
its efforts to the efforts of those who are active in the Palestinian arena and
[expects] that additional steps will be taken at the level of the Arab/Muslim
world. It is [best] prepared for the next stage [of the conflict] with the Jews, the
war mongers, [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “We have sown enmity and hatred
among them until Resurrection Day. Whenever they kindle the fire of war, Allah will
extinguish it. They seek to fill the land with corruption, but Allah does not love those
whoe corrupt” ([Surah 5] Al-Ma’idah [Verse] 64).
Article 33
The Islamic Resistance Movement starts off from these general views, which are
coordinated and compatible with the laws of nature.[In addition,] it sails through the
river of divine destiny [toward] confrontation with the enemy and the waging of a
holy war against him to protect Muslim person, civilization and holy places, foremost
among them is the blessed Al-Aqsa mosque. [All that is said and all that is done] to
urge on the Arab and Muslim peoples, their governments and popular and official
groups, to fear Allah in their outlook on and their dealing with the Islamic Resistance
Movement. They should also, as Allah so wishes, support and back it and give it aid
again and again until Allah’s supreme rule has been established. [In that way,] the
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ranks will close and the jihad warriors will join together. Then the masses will set out
and come from all over the Muslim world, answering the [Muslim religious] call of
duty, again and again making the call to jihad heard, the call that will rend the
heavens, and its voice will echo until liberation has been achieved. Thus the invaders
will be defeated and the victory of Allah will come to pass, [as it is written in the
Qur’an:] “Allah will provide aid for all those who come to his aid, for Allah is strong
and mighty” ([Surah 22] Al-Hajj [Verse] 40).

Chapter Five
Historical proof throughout history [sic] regarding the confrontation
with the aggressors
Article 34
Palestine is the heart of the globe, the place where the continents meet, the place that
has attracted the greedy [aggressors] since the dawn of history. The prophet, may
Allah’s prayer and blessing of peace be upon him, mentions in his noble hadith in
which he addressed his revered companion, Mu’adh bin Jabel: “Mu’adh, Allah will
enable you to conquer Al-Sham after my death, from El-‘Arish to the Euphrates, its
men, women and handmaidens will be [permanently] stationed at the frontier until
Judgment Day. Whoever among chooses [to dwell permanently in] one of the shores
of Al-Sham or Jerusalem, will be in a [permanent] state of jihad until Resurrection
Day.”
Indeed, many times a greedy [aggressor] coveted Palestine and took it by surprise
with columns [of soldiers] to satisfy their greed. Thus the huge armies of the
Crusaders invaded it in the name of their faith and flew the banner of the Cross over
it. They succeeded in defeating the Muslims for quite a while, and the Muslims only
succeeded in reconquering it after they gathered together under the banner of their
[own] religion. Then they joined forces and cried [the Muslim battle cry] ��
�� , and set out to fight for almost two decades as jihad warriors under the
command al Salah al-Din al-Ayyoubi, and were manifestly victorious:67 The
Crusaders were defeated and Palestine was liberated, [as it is written in the Qur’an:]
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Fath Mubin – mentioned in Surah 48 (Al-Fath) Verse 1 – it has positive connotations apparently
linked to Muhammad’s victory after the Hudaybiyyah agreement, a 10-year cease-fire agreement
signed in 628 AD (and lasting until 630 AD) between the prophet Muhammad and his enemy -- the
infidels of (his own) Quraysh tribe, as a result of which he was later very successful on the battlefield.
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“Tell the infidels, you will be defeated and brought together in hell. How terrible
[will] the resting place [there be]” ([Surah 3] Aal-‘Imran [Verse] 12).
That is the only way to liberate [Palestine]. There is no doubt as to the true proof
of history. It is one of the laws of the universe and one of the rules of existence.
Only iron can break iron, and [the infidels’] false and faked faith can be
overcome only by the true Islamic faith. Religious faith can only be confronted by
religious faith. Eventually, justice will prevail, since justice is [always] triumphant,
[as it is written in the Qur’an:] “We have already given our word to our servants the
messengers, that they are those who will indeed be triumphant and that our battalions
are the ones that will prevail” ([Surah 37] Al-Saffat [Verse] 171-173).
Article 35
The Islamic Resistance Movement has given to the defeat of the Crusaders at the
hands of Salah al-Din al-Ayyoubi and the wresting of Palestine from their hands very
deep thought, as it has done to the overthrow of the Mongols at ‘Ayn Jalout68 when
their force was broken by Qutuz and Al-Zahir Baybars,69 who thus rescued the Arab
[sic] world from the Mongol invasion which destroyed every vestige of human
culture. [The Islamic Resistance Movement] takes those things seriously and draws
inspiration and learns lessons from [all of] them. To be sure, the current Zionist
invasion was preceded by Crusader invasions from the west and Mongol invasions
from the east. As the Muslims withstood those invasions and made plans to confront
them and [eventually] defeated them, thus it has the capability to face the Zionist
invasion and to defeat it [as well]. That is not difficult for Allah, if intentions are pure
and resolve is honest, and if the Muslims learn the lessons of the past, shed the
influences of intellectual invasion and follows the practice of their ancestors.70
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I.e., Ein Harod in the Jezreel Valley in the northern part of the State of Israel.
Saif al-Din Qutuz was the Mameluke Sultan of Egypt from 1257 AD until his death in 1260 AD. The
commander of his army, Al-Zahir Baybars (1223-1277 AD) defeated the Mongols at the battle of Ayn
Jalout.
70
���� in the original: the first generation of distinguished Muslims, considered the ideal figures
for devout Muslims, especially radical Muslims in the modern world.
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Conclusion
The Islamic Resistance Movement [consists of] soldiers [for the
cause]
Article 36
While making its way forward, the Islamic Resistance Movement again emphasizes to
all the [Palestinian] people, and to all Arab and Islamic peoples, that it is not seeking
glory for itself, material gain or social status. It is not directed against any one of our
people since it does not wish to compete with any one of them or try to take his place,
nothing of the kind. Moreover, it will not in any way oppose any Muslim or those
non-Muslims who wish it well, here [in Palestine] or any other place. It will only
serve as a support for any group or organization active against Zionist enemy and its
lackeys.
The Islamic Resistance Movement regards Islam as its way of life. Islam is its faith
[and ideology] which it professes. Whoever regards Islam as the way of life, either
here or elsewhere, be it an organization, group, state or any other body, the Islamic
Resistance Movement will serve as its soldiers and nothing else. We ask Allah to
guide us and to guide [others] through us [along the straight past] and judge us and
our people with the truth, [as it is written in the Qur’an:] “Our sovereign, judge
between us and our people with the truth, for you are the best of judges” ([Surah 7]
Al-A’raf [Verse] 89).
Our final prayer [is]: Praise be to Allah, lord of the universe.71

71

The usual closing words of Muslim speeches or sermons given in mosques.
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