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1. Rex Tillerson, the American secretary of state, told a hearing of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee that the Palestinian leadership had made a U-turn on
payments to the families of convicted Palestinian attackers. He said, "They have
changed that policy and their intent is to cease the payments to the families of
those who have committed murder or violence against others." He continued, “We
have been very clear with them that this [practice of paying terrorists] is simply
not acceptable to us." The decision was made, he said, after Donald Trump’s hosting
of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in the US. and a visit with him in the West

Bank city of Bethlehem (website of the American State Department, June 16, 2017).

2. At a press briefing held on June 15, 2017, State Department spokesman Heather
Nauert was asked, "Secretary Tillerson told Congress the other day that Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas or the authority have agreed not to make
payments to the families of prisoners and martyrs, as they call them. And then
yesterday [Mahmoud Abbas] basically backtracked. Could you clarify this for us?"
She answered, "The Secretary addressed this yesterday, and he said this type of
thing is not acceptable to the American people; it is certainly not appropriate. | think
those are very clear comments. We have a certain set of expectations, and the
expectation is that that should, in fact, stop. Last month the Palestinian Authority
announced that it was stopping payments to some Hamas-affiliated prisoners,
but this step we consider to be inadequate to talk about — to address our concerns"

(Newsweek and other American media outlets, June 14, 2017).
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