April 27, 2017

A Hamas-affiliated news agency posted a video on Facebook
of the charged confrontation in the Israeli Knesset between
bereaved families and Knesset members. Noteworthy user

comments denounced oppressive Arab and Palestinian
regimes as opposed to Israeli democracy

The video posted on the Facebook page of the Hamas-affiliated Shehab News Agency (with Arabic-
language subtitles) showing part of the discussion on the lessons of Operation Protective Edge at
a hearing at the Knesset State Control Committee

Overview

1. The operators of the Facebook page of the Hamas-affiliated Shehab News
Agency recently posted a video published on the Israeli Walla News website. The
video shows a hearing of the Israeli Knesset (parliament) State Control Committee.
The hearing, intended to discuss the lessons of Operation Protective Edge, was held
in the presence of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and with the participation of
bereaved parents. During the hearing, a charged confrontation broke out between
Knesset members and the parents, which provoked negative emotions among the
Israeli public. The video had a considerable impact on Shehab’s Facebook page:
about 328,000 views and 2,875 shares. The page received about 300 comments
(as at April 26, 2017).

2. Shehab is a news agency that also produces broadcasts. It operates in the Gaza

Strip and is affiliated with Hamas. Side by side with the production of broadcasts of
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photographed events, Shehab also set up a Facebook page which is highly popular
among Palestinians (over 7,000,000 likes). Shehab’s Facebook page serves to upload
contents inciting terrorism and played an important role in the instigation of popular

terrorism in Judea and Samaria during the past year.

3. From Hamas’s perspective, the video was posted in order to intensify the
narrative of Hamas’s “victory” in Operation Protective Edge and demonstrate
Israel’s weakness. Indeed, some of the users commenting on the site pointed to
Israel’s weakness, mocked its leadership (and sometimes even the bereaved parents)
and praised Hamas and the “resistance.” However, along with these expected
reactions, there were also comments by many users who expressed their
admiration for Israeli democracy and for the ability of the Israeli public to voice
its ideas to its leaders. The users commented that this is in total contradiction to
the Palestinian Authority and Hamas as well as Arab leadership, which would
execute anyone daring to do so. There were also users who called on the wives of
the Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails to approach the Palestinian leadership directly

(as the Israeli bereaved parents did) and demand their release.

4. Indeed, the editors of the Facebook page made sure to emphasize the comments
denouncing Israel and classify them as “top comments” (although they were relatively
few). However, observation of the entire thread of comments reveals that there
are many comments praising democracy in Israel (which the editors of the page
tried to downplay in editing the thread), and the latter even served as a basis for
a discourse on the subject. A similar phenomenon was observed in the past in
Palestinian comments on social networks on the way justice was served regarding
Israeli leadership, as expressed by the sentences of Israeli senior leaders (former

Prime Minister Olmert and former Israeli President Katsav).

5. Appendix: Noteworthy examples of users’ comments referring to Israel’s
weakness and praising Hamas, versus examples of praise of Israeli democracy and

criticism of Palestinian and Arab leadership.
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Appendix

Noteworthy examples of users’ comments referring to Israel’s
weakness and praising Hamas and the "resistance"

1. A video of a scene from the hearing at the Knesset State Control Committee, which
was posted on Shehab’s Facebook page, had many views: 328,000 views were
recorded as at April 26, 2017. The video had 2,875 shares. A total of 308 comments
were posted on the page, not necessarily by Gaza residents.

2. Of the many people who commented on the post, a few noted the weakness of

Israel and praised Hamas and the “resistance.” Following are several examples:

User named Najmeddine Boumhani: “Aha... Netanyahu said that he was trying
to prevent the next war... Are they the ones that have stealth planes and state-
of-the-art military equipment? The strongest army in the Middle East is afraid of
the Gaza Strip [which is] besieged and isolated from the world for years...
Aha... The fear from [lzz al-Din] Al-Qassam [Brigades] flows in [their] blood.

Long live the resistance!”

Doaa EIl Najar: “Allah willing, may you not live long. May you be cursed and

humiliated as long as you are on our land.”

Abu lhsan Al-Salem: "...May Allah help and protect [[Izz al-Din] Al-Qassam
[Brigades]..."
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Maher Mustafa: "... Allah willing, our heroic prisoners will be freed by you, the
Palestinian resistance, I1zz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades. I'm proud of you. May

Allah strengthen you against your Arab enemies [even] before the Jews."

Amer al-Shaer: "Fear [of] Hamas everywhere, even in their Knesset. A day will

come and the occupying country will perish."

Motaz Awaisa: "May Allah burn them and disperse them... May Allah protect the
defenders of the homeland. Long live Palestine, long live those who protect it,

the lions of the homeland, Al-Qassam"

A user who calls himself "Layta al-Zaman Ya'oud" ("l wish we could turn back
time"): "Blessed be the hand of the resistance, which brought them to this

situation.”

Noteworthy examples of users’ praise for Israeli
democracy and criticism of Palestinian and Arab
leadership

3. After the video was posted, there were many comments praising Israeli democracy
and the ability of the Israeli public to voice its feelings and opinions to the Israeli

leadership. Following are several examples:
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A user named Fares A Harp: "If anyone had talked like that in the governments

of Gaza and Ramallah, they would be eliminated. Learn [from this], Arabs"

Walid Ratib: "Imagine a situation where an Arab citizen talks like that not to the
president, not to the prime minister or to a minister, but to one of their servants.
What would happen if he cursed him — they would break every bone in his

body... Many a time your enemy forces you to respect him."

Ramez Ahmed: "There is no democracy among the Arabs, and it will never exist

in Palestine. Whoever talks [like that] would simply perish."

Ahmed M Nabhan: "Imagine a citizen who would demand what he deserved
from a minister or a prime minister. He wouldn't stay alive even for one moment,
and would be executed even before he uttered a single word about anything to

do with freedom, rights and the assertion thereof...”
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Abod Allan Tarifi: "Every senior Arab official should be ashamed in view of
these scenes. This is my enemy, who Kkills our children, etc. But see how the
family or the people demand accountability from their government in front of

everyone, without fear, face to face. A government which is so close to the

people will remain strong.”

Abu al-Jawad Mar'i: "The mothers of the 7,000 Arab prisoners should learn from
her [i.e., the mother of Hadar Goldin] and go to Abu Mazen and Rami Hamdallah,
complain, express their pain, sit at the Muqgata’ah [the Palestinian government
headquarters], and demand that the prisoners' problem be solved and they be

released"

Ahmed M Nabhan: "If we start to demand our rights as a people from those who
are our leaders, we will not stay alive even for one second. We will be executed
on te spot if we demand our rights or our freedom. Muslims, do you desire
victory? Exercise the right like them, exercise the right of the people to speak

up and demand its rights, so that Allah will give you victory..."

Aziz Abu Bakr: "They have democracy and you wouldn't find it with us,
unfortunately... With them, justice is served. They speak up and criticize without
fear. They have freedom to speak and demand accountability. But with us in the

Arab countries [there is nothing but] murder and massacres.”
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