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"ISIS has set up detention centres in former Government prisons, military bases ,hospitals,
schools and in private houses. Former detainees described being beaten, whipped,electrocuted
and suspended by their arms from walls or the ceiling. Witnesses to public executions
remarked that the victims often bore signs of prior beatings. Detainees are held in dirty and
overcrowded cells. Many spent long periods of time in handcuffs. Detainees interviewed stated
that neither they nor their cellmates received medical treatment. One detainee recalled a FSA
fighter being left in his cell beaten, with his hands cuffed behind his back and an open fracture

on his leg".
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24. Where ISIS has occupied areas with diverse ethnic and religious communities,
minorities have been forced either to assimilate or flee. The armed group has undertaken
a policy of imposing discriminatory sanctions such as taxes or forced conversion — on the
basis of ethnic or religious identity — destroying religious sites and systematically expelling
minority communities. Evidence shows a manifest pattern of violent acts directed against

certain groups with the intent to curtail and control their presence within ISIS areas.

25. Between September and October 2013, ISIS fighters attacked three Christian
churches in Ar-Raggah governorate, destroying the Greek Catholic church; occupying Al-
Shuhada Armenian Orthodox church in Raggah city and burning an American chirch in
Tel Abyad. As ISIS spread throughout eastern Syria, Christians and their places of
worship continued to be attacked. In September 2014, ISIS fighters destroyed an

Armenian church in Dayr Az-Zawr.

26. On 23 February 2014, ISIS published a statement addressing Christians that had fled
Ar-Raqqah establishing conversion to Islam and the payment of a jizya tax as conditions
for their return. The forced conversion of several Assyrian Christians has been

documented.
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"ISIS has sought to control the flow of information in the areas it controls. Scores
of Syrian journalists and human rights activists have been abducted, disappeared,
tortured and executed. Their targeting largely failed to attract widespread media
attention. As early as June 2013, ISIS began to abduct and torture Syrian journalists in
Aleppo and Ar-Raqqah governorates. Former prisoners stated that the most brutal
treatment inside ISIS detention centres was meted out to those suspected of being part of
other armed groups, local media workers, and fixers working with international

journalists”. (vTn ™ 7w |0 niwaThn)

"One journalist, abducted in June 2013, was beaten in the ISIS detention centre in
Jarablus (Aleppo) accused of being a spy. Another Syrian journalist, held in an ISIS
detention centre in Ar-Raqqah governorate in January 2014, was beaten and, upon
release, was threatened with death if he photographed or filmed any of the armed group’s
activities, with one fighter telling him “we will make sure you will never again be able to do

anything on top of the earth”.
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"In October and November 2013, journalists working for international television channels
were killed in Aleppo city. Since that time, media workers have disappeared in 8 ISIS-
controlled areas; their fate and whereabouts remain unknown. On or about 19 August and
2 September 2014, ISIS executed two American journalists. On 13 September 2014, the
group executed a British aid worker. All three had been abducted and detained inside
Syria. The group filmed the executions, attempting to impact international policy and the

anticipated aerial attacks on their positions".

"Journalists and activists working to document the violations and abuses suffered by their
local communities under ISIS have been denied their special protection under

international humanitarian law and have been disappeared, detained, tortured and killed".
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