November 19, 2012

Operation Pillar of Defense — Update No. 3
(November 19, 1300 Hours)

Damage from rocket hits. Left: A home in the southern city of Ofaqgim (Sderot Media Center,
November 17, 2012). Right: A home destroyed in the Be'er Tuvia region in the northern Negev
(Spokesman for the local regional council, November 18, 2012).

Overview

1. On November 18 and the first half of November 19 rocket fire attacks into Israeli
territory continued, although they were fewer than during the previous 24 hours.
Nevertheless, the damage to people and property was greater. Two long-range
rockets were fired at the Tel Aviv area, both intercepted by the lron Dome aerial
defense system. Hamas is responsible for most of the rocket fire, followed, with
significantly fewer launchings, by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) and other small

organizations.

2. During the past 24 hours the IDF has continued massive air strikes in the Gaza
Strip. One hundred and thirty terrorist targets were attacked, among them underground
launchers, rocket-launching squads, tunnels, terrorist bases, Hamas' communications
infrastructure (Hamas' Al-Agsa TV building), homes of terrorist operatives and the
Hamas police force headquarters. The increase in the strikes also led to an increase in
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Palestinian casualties, among them non-involved civilians, including a Palestinian

family in the northwestern Gaza Strip which was struck in error.

3. The focus of political attention is currently Cairo, where President Mohamed Morsi
is leading attempts to find a mechanism to stop the fighting. Hamas and PIJ
representatives have gone to Cairo as well, while behind the scenes, Morsi's effort
receives support from American President Obama, as well as Turkey and Qatar (which
support Hamas' position). The Hamas and PIJ representatives told the Egyptian
and Arab media what their opening positions were for negotiations: no buffer
zone in the Gaza Strip along the security fence (as allegedly demanded by lIsrael),
permission to fish off the coast of the Gaza Strip, an end to the targeted killings of
terrorist operatives, a refusal to commit to ending the military buildup in the Gaza Strip.
A Hamas spokesman added that "lifting the [so-called] siege" and opening the

crossings were also on the table for negotiations.

4. Massive, sustained rocket fire attacks on Israel continued throughout
November 18, with 94 rocket hits identified during the past 24 hours (as of 1200
hours, November 19). While the amount of rocket fire was smaller than during the
previous 24 hours (IDF Spokesman, November 18, 2012), it caused more casualties

and far more property damage.
5. The most destructive rocket attacks were the following:

1) At 2300 hours on November 18, after three hours without an attack, a rocket
fell in one of the villages in the Be'er Tuvia region of the northern Negev and

caused extensive damage. There were no casualties.
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The damage done to the house in the Be'er Tuvia region (Spokesman for the local regional council,
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November 18, 2012).

2) On November 18 two long-range rockets were fired at the Tel Aviv area, one
in the morning and the other in the evening. Both were intercepted and

destroyed by the Iron Dome aerial defense system.

3) A rocket which hit the southern Israeli city of Ofagim caused extensive
damage to a home and a car. The four passengers, parents and their children,
left the car when they heard the sirens; the car was damaged by flying rocket
debris.

Damage to a home in Ofagim (Sderot Media Center, November 17, 2012).



4) Two rocket hits in Ashgelon caused extensive damage to a home and

several cars.

5) A rocket which hit near apartment buildings in Beersheba caused
considerable damage to the buildings and nearby cars.

6) A home in Sderot was damaged by a rocket hit. The inhabitants were not
there at the time.

6. On the morning of November 19, after a relatively quiet night, rocket fire was
renewed. Several rockets hit the western Negev, and some targeted Ashgelon. As of
noon more than 20 rocket hits had been identified. In Ashgelon a rocket hit close to

a school and caused damage.

Terrorist Organizations Attempt to Attack the Tel Aviv Area

7. Six long-range rockets have been fired at the Tel Aviv area since the operation
began. The first landed in Rishon Letzion (13 kilometers, or eight miles south of Tel
Aviv) in the early afternoon of November 15. Two rockets were fired at Tel Aviv on
November 18, one in the morning and one in the evening; both were intercepted by the
Iron Dome. Fragments from one of the rockets hit a car in the city of Holon south of Tel
Aviv and set it on fire. Hamas' military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for the two
rockets targeting Tel Aviv (Al-Agsa TV, November 18, 2012).

8. The terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip turned launching rockets at Tel Aviv
into a symbol of an alleged Palestinian "victory." That was despite the small
number of rockets fired (most of their long-range rockets were destroyed at the
beginning of the operation), despite the fact that some of them were intercepted and
destroyed, and despite the fact that routine daily life in the Tel Aviv area was

almost unaffected.
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A new Palestinian song sung by Shadi al-Boureini and Qassem al-Najar, called "Strike a Blow on
Tel Aviv" has enjoyed success on YouTube and appears on many Palestinian websites and
Facebook pages. The lyrics are "We want to strike a blow on Tel Aviv. Don't let the Zionists sleep.
We don't want a truce or a solution..."

Statistical Data

9. So far, more than 600 rocket hits have been identified in Israeli territory, of the
more than 1000 rockets fired. An estimated 30% of the rockets fell in the Gaza Strip
or into the sea. Less than 4% of the rockets hit populated areas. So far the Iron Dome
has intercepted more than 300 rockets, that is, about half of the rockets fired into

Israel.

Rockets Hits in Israeli Territory since the Beginning of 2011
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Note: The graph clearly illustrates the rounds of escalation and their increasing
frequency during the six months until Operation Pillar of Defense. It includes 625 rocket

hits identified during the operation, which still continues.

Daily Distribution of Rocket Hits in Israel's South since the
Beginning of Operation Pillar of Defense
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v' The graph shows the decrease in rocket hits as of November 19, 1200 hours.
v So far 625 rocket hits have been identified in Israeli territory.

v' Seven long-range rockets (of more than 40 kilometers, or 25 miles) either

fell or were intercepted in the Tel Aviv area and one in the Jerusalem area.
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Annual Distribution of Rocket Fire since the Hamas Takeover of the
Gaza Strip
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1000

*Based on an estimated 625 rocket hits as of 1200 hours, November 19 (the number of
launchings, in our assessment, is about three times greater than the number hits).

Claiming Responsibility for Rocket and Mortar Shell Fire

10. Hamas has claimed responsibility for most of the rocket fire, including the
rockets fired at the Tel Aviv area: lagging behind is the PI1J. Other organizations
have also made claims, such as the Popular Resistance Committees, the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, the Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, the Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade and various networks affiliated with the global

jihad (Websites of the organizations).

11. On the afternoon of November 18 Hamas' military-terrorist wing issued an
unfounded, fabricated claim of firing a self-produced long-range M75 rocket at
Herzliya (about 11 kilometers, or 7 miles, northeast of Tel Aviv) (1zz al-Din al-Qassam

Brigades website, November 18, 2012).
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Alleged "achievements" never achieved: bombing Tel Aviv, downing an Israeli fighter plane and
destroying an Israeli UAV (lzz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades website, November 17, 2012).

Israeli Casualties
12. According to figures released by the Red Magen David (the Israeli Red Cross), on
November 18 an estimated 40 civilians received medical treatment for various injuries.

Since the beginning of the operation, more than 220 civilians have been treated.

13. The most serious injuries of the past 24 hours occurred in Ofagim when a car at
the entrance to the city took a direct hit. Although the passengers managed to leave
the car before the rocket landed, three of them were seriously injured. Two others
suffered minor injuries. One of the Israelis seriously injured was a fireman who
received a head injury from flying rocket debris when a rocket landed in one of the
villages in the western Negev. Most of those treated in Ashgelon, Beersheba and

Ashdod were suffering from anxiety (Red Magen David website, November 19, 2012).

Palestinian Casualties
14. The increase in the extent of Israeli Air Force strikes in the Gaza Strip led to an
increase in Palestinian casualties, including non-combatants injured in error.
The Palestinian media reported 89 killed in IAF strikes on November 12 (Filastin al-
Yawm, November 18, 2012). In one strike on the northeastern part of the Gaza Strip on
November 18, 12 family members were killed in error and 11 injured. Their deaths led
to a wave of angry reactions among senior Hamas figures, who accused Israel of

attacking civilians and so-called "war crimes."
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Air Strikes on the Gaza Strip

15. During the past 24 hours air strikes continued. One hundred and thirty terrorist

targets were attacked (50 during the day on November 18 and 80 more during the

night). Among the targets were underground rocket launchers, tunnels and training

bases. Since the beginning of Operation Pillar of Defense the IAF has struck

1,350 terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip. Some of them were the following (IDF

Spokesman's website, November 19, 2012).
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1) An area from which long-range rockets were fired at the Tel Aviv area.

2) An underground launching site from which rockets were fired at the southern

Israeli city of Kiryat Malachi on the evening of November 18.

3) Terrorist squads which fired rockets into Israeli, among them the squad
which fired rockets at village in the western Negev near the Gaza Strip during the

morning. Rocket launchers near a mosque were also attacked (See video).

4) The Gaza City stadium, after reliable information was received that rockets

had been fired from it (See video).

5) Homes of two senior terrorist operatives which also served as local

headquarters.

6) The communications infrastructure in the northern Gaza Strip, used by
Hamas to control its operatives and issue propaganda. The previous evening
Hamas' Al-Agsa TV broadcasting center was attacked, after which Hamas'
propaganda department issued a condemnation of so-called "Israeli crimes"
against correspondents and media institutions (Al-Ra'i website, November 18,
2012).
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Gaza Stadium

Rocket fired at Tel
Aviv area, 1328 hours

Rocket fired at Gush
Etzion in the Jerusalem
reaion. 1643 hours.

The Gaza City stadium from which rockets were fired (IDF Spokesman, November 19, 2012).

7) Homes of senior terrorist operatives which served as terrorist

headquarters/locations for stockpiling weapons.

8) Hamas police headquarters.

Right: Attack on underground launchers positioned in a mosque courtyard. (IDF Spokesman,
November 18, 2012).
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&v=C3I8Thb7ARE&NR=1

Left: The attack on Saraya, the main terrorist training base and Hamas' terrorist headquarters.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player embedded&v=TWh3Q 9NFko
(IDF Spokesman, November 18, 2012).
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Israeli Navy Activity
16. While the Israeli Air Force attacked from the air, the Israeli Navy also attacked
terrorist targets along the Gazan coast. More that 100 terrorist targets were struck
in joint IAF-Navy attacks. Ahmed Nahel, a terrorist operative from one of the networks
affiliated with the global jihad, was killed in a Navy attack. Ahmed Nahel was involved
in many terrorist attacks on IDF forces and Israeli civilians (IDF Spokesman, November
18, 2012).

Israeli Navy strike in the Gaza Strip (IDF Spokesman, November 18, 2012).
http://www.idf.il/1133-17662-he/Dover.aspx

The Iron Dome Aerial Defense System
17. The Iron Dome continues to intercept and destroy a significant proportion of the
rockets fired by the Palestinian terrorist organizations. In IDF assessment, it has a 90%

success rate (IDF Spokesman, November 17, 2012).
Preparations for a Possible Ground Operation

18. On the morning of October 18 IDF Chief of Staff General Benny Gantz visited the
sites where IDF reserve forces are deployed along the Gaza Strip border and
examined the army's preparedness for possible scenarios. He ordered the army to step
up attacks on the terrorist infrastructure and senior terrorist operatives (IDF

Spokesman, November 17, 2012).
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_________________________________________________________________________________

The Chief of Staff in the field with reserve IDF soldiers (IDF Spokesman, November 18, 2012)

The Civilian Situation in the Gaza Strip

Equipment Delivered to the Gaza Strip through the Kerem Shalom
Crossing

19. Despite the massive rocket fire from the Gaza Strip, including attacks on the
crossings, the Israeli government decided to open the crossings to the delivery of
merchandise and the passage of patients and foreign diplomats into Israel. On
November 18, 80 trucks carrying vital medical equipment (medicine, syringes and
anesthetic equipment) entered the Gaza Strip, as did 64 trucks carrying food. Thirty-
five diplomats left the Gaza Strip through the Erez crossing, as well as 26 patients who
needed medical treatment in Israel, who came with their escorts (IDF Spokesman,
November 18, 2012).
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Reactions in the Arab-Muslim World

PIJ leader Ramadan Shallah meets with Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi (Al-Yawm Al-Sabaa,
November 18, 2012).

Contacts in Cairo for a Ceasefire

20. Contacts in Cairo continue in an effort to broker a possible ceasefire mechanism
between Israel and the Palestinians terrorist organizations. Leading the move is
Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi (with the support of Turkey and Qatar), joined by
delegations from Hamas and the PI1J. The Arab media reported that "a senior Israeli"
was in Cairo to present Israel's position. So far, the United States is apparently working

behind the scenes.

21. The Egyptian president met with the Hamas delegation, headed by Khaled
Mashal, and the PI1J delegation, headed by Ramadan Shallah. The deliberations dealt
with efforts to put together a proposal for a ceasefire and with the Palestinian position
(Facebook pages of the Egyptian president and presidential spokesman Yasser Ali).
The Egyptian president also held a telephone conversation with Ismail Haniya, head
of the de-facto Hamas administration in the Gaza Strip (Al-Ahram, November 18,
2012).

22. At a joint press conference held with the Turkish prime minister, Mohamed Morsi

said that Egypt sought to achieve a ceasefire between the sides. He said that "so
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far there are indications that there may be a ceasefire soon" (Egyptian TV,

November 17, 2012). Spokesmen for Hamas and the PI1J publicly announced their own

demands and their responses to Israel's alleged demands:

232-12

1) Musa Abu Marzuq, deputy head of Hamas' political bureau, said that Egypt
was "a new central axis" around which political and diplomatic efforts were
turning. He said that Israel had presented Egypt with a proposal for a ceasefire
with two conditions: one was the establishment of a demilitarized zone of 300
meters, or about 330 yards, along the border with Israel on the Gazan side of the
fence, into which entry would be forbidden; and the other was putting an end to
the smuggling of weapons into the Gaza Strip. Musa Abu Marzuq said he
rejected the Israeli conditions and that "smugglers do not accept conditions from
anyone." He added that Hamas demanded a full ceasefire without a
demilitarized zone, with no restrictions on fishing off the coast of the Gaza
Strip and an end to the targeting killings carried out by Israel. He said that
"needless to say, the issue of lifting the siege and opening the crossings is
also on the table" (Al-Arabia, date, November 18, 2012).

2) Ziad al-Nahhala, deputy secretary general of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad,
said that "we are making an effort to reach an agreement which will ensure the
honor of the Palestinian people and the security of the Gaza Strip." He added
that no concessions would be made which would adversely affect the
"resistance” [i.e., terrorist organizations] of the Islamic nation. Rather, he said,
"today we are in the position to compel [the other side to accept] at least some of
our demands, [such as] lifting the siege, ending the targeted killings, opening
the crossings and other issues we will discuss later." He added that "if Israel
shows flexibility, we are close to a lull" (The PI1J's PalToday website, Cairo,
November 18, 2012).

3) Nabil Shaath, responsible for Fatah's international relations, met with Khaled
Mashal and his deputy Musa Abu Marzug on November 18. Mashal claimed that
"negotiations had entered an important phase regarding a ceasefire." The
conditions set by Hamas and the other [terrorist] organizations, he said, were the
complete lifting of the so-called Israeli "siege," an end to IDF incursions into the
Gaza Strip, an end to the Killing of the leaders of the [terrorist] organizations and
an end to attacks on Gazan fishermen. At the same time, Hamas, he said, was

not prepared to meet Israel's demand for a complete end to rocket fire into its
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territory (Interview with Nabil Shaath reported by the Ma'an News Agency,
November 18, 2012).

Israel Warned Not to Invade the Gaza Strip

23. The Palestinian media, the spokesmen for the terrorist organizations and important

figures in the Arab-Muslim world warned Israel not to invade the Gaza Strip:

1) Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi, holding a press conference with the
Turkish prime minister, said that Egypt honored its peace agreement with Israel.
"However," he said, "if there is an escalation or a ground invasion as the Israelis
have announced, it might have catastrophic consequences for the region. Under

no circumstances could we agree to that... (Egyptian TV, November 17, 2012).

2) Musa Abu Marzuq, deputy head of Hamas' political bureau, said that during
the previous war [i.e., Operation Cast Lead] Israel had not achieved anything.
The opposite was true, he said, Hamas was five or six times stronger now than it
was then. He warned Israel it would suffer many losses during a ground invasion
(Al-Arabia, November 18, 2012).

3) Ziad al-Nahhala, deputy secretary general of the PIJ, threatened that if Israel

invaded the Gaza Strip "it would be met with serious, genuine resistance.”

24. The international community, which so far has supported Israel's right to defend
itself as long as the rocket fire continues, has reservations regarding a possible
land operation. British Foreign Minister William Hague, who called on Hamas to stop
firing rockets into Israel, warned Israel against a ground invasion, saying that " The
Prime Minister and | have both stressed to our Israeli counterparts that a ground
invasion of Gaza would lose Israel a lot of the international support and sympathy

they have in this situation. [ITIC emphasis]™

The Battle for Hearts and Minds

24. The following themes were stressed by the Palestinian terrorist organizations

during the past 24 hours:

1) Massive media coverage was wrung out of the killing (in error) of a

family. It included posting gory, unedited and uncensored pictures of the

! http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20383001
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casualties alongside pictures of wounded children and general destruction. The
objective was to inculcate the false claim that Israel deliberately targeted civilians
and was carrying out a "slaughter" and "crimes" (Hamas spokesman Sami Abu
Zuhri, Al-Agsa TV, November 18, 2012).2

2) Boasts about the ability of the terrorist organizations to strike Tel Aviv
and deep into the Israeli heartland.

3) Praise for Iran for the high quality of the weapons it provided to the

"resistance” [i.e., terrorist organizations].

A. "We would like to thank our brothers in Iran for the great sacrifices
they made to deliver this weapon to us [a reference to the long-range Fajr-5
rockets which can reach Tel Aviv] for the sake of defending the Palestinian
people..." (Ziad al-Nahhala interviewed by the PIJ's PalToday website,
November 18 2012).

B. Ziad al-Nahhala rejected the rumors that the current escalation was
the implementation of an Iranian plan. He said that "...the weapons used
by the resistance to fight, even Hamas' weapons, are Iranian from the
first bullet to the [last] rocket, even what is produced locally is in fact
[based on] Iranian [knowhow]..." (Al-Hayat, November 18, 2012).

4) Emphasis on the coordination between Hamas, the organization leading
the rocket attacks, and the other organizations, especially the PI1J. According
to Hamas spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri, there is an unprecedented Palestinian
consensus regarding the "resistance” [i.e., terrorist organizations] (Al-Agsa TV,
November 18, 2012).

5) Broadcasting propaganda and using psychological warfare targeting IDF
soldiers to keep them from entering the Gaza Strip: videos in Hebrew are
broadcast simulating the abduction of IDF soldiers, pictures are shown of IDF
soldiers' coffins, a request was broadcast to send body bags in with the soldiers,
and emphasis was placed on the great [military] preparedness of the terrorists

and the "surprises" they had in store for the enemy.

% The Palestinian media use children whom the IDF killed in error as one of their main themes in the battle
for hearts and minds (a child's body was shown to the head of the Egyptian prime minister when he visited
the Gaza Strip). However, there are also reports in the media about Palestinian civilians, including
children, who were killed when unsuccessful rocket launches ended with rockets falling in the Gaza Strip.
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6) Anti-Semitism: Ahmed Bahar, deputy chairman of Hamas' legislative council,
held a press conference broadcast by Hamas' Al-Agsa TV, during which he said
that "the Jews are the brothers of apes and pigs, they are a corrupt tribe with
no interest in peace...We ask all the human rights organizations in the world to

sue the Zionist government and the monstrous Zionist entity..."

25. At the same time, the terrorist organizations' TV channels and websites continue
spreading fabrications to back up their "victory" myth: they reported that the
Israeli public was terrified and hysterical, invented news tickers about rocket hits in
various Israeli cities, claimed rocket hits at a distance of 80 kilometers and reported
exaggerated claims about the extent of rocket fire. Other lies included hits on IDF

vehicles patrolling along the security fence.

The International Arena

The United States

26. According to American President Barack Obama, the current crisis in the Gaza
Strip was caused by the rocket attacks into Israeli, which no country in the world would
tolerate. The president, currently in Thailand, again expressed support for Israel's right
to defend itself, saying that "Israel has every right to expect that it does not have
missiles fired into its territory [ITIC emphasis]." However, he added that "if that can

be accomplished without a ramping up of military activity in Gaza, that is preferable."

The Arab-Muslim World

Hezbollah

27. Hezbollah continues inciting the Palestinians to fight Israel and has warned
the Arab states not to exert pressure on the Palestinians to make concessions. In a
speech made from his bunker in the southern suburb of Beirut, Hezbollah head Hassan
Nasrallah said that the Palestinian [terrorist] organizations had the capabilities to
withstand a difficult confrontation with Israel. He called on the Arab-Muslim states to
support the conditions demanded by the Palestinian, especially the "lifting of the [so-
called Israeli] siege" and the "end of all aggression against the Gaza Strip." However,

he also expressed concern that some Arab states would exert pressure on the

3 http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/11/obamawe-are-fully-supportive-of-israels-right-to-defend-
itself/
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Palestinian terrorist organizations [the "resistance”] to make concessions concerning

their conditions.
Iran

28. After the Friday prayer on November 16, a demonstration was held in Tehran
against the so-called "crimes of the Zionist regime." Demonstrators shouted slogans
including "The destruction of Israeli is the desire of our nation,” "Death to the United
States” and "Death to Israel." At the Friday sermon, Ayatollah Seyed Ahmed
Khatami spoke of the so-called "crimes" of the "Zionist regime" in the Gaza Strip,
calling Israel "an unbridled, bloodthirsty hangman." He warned that the response of the
"Palestinian resistance" [i.e., terrorist organizations] would be crushing and that the

"resistance" could make the day "black"” for the Israeli regime.

29. The Iranian media make a point of quoting the lies of the Palestinian media
regarding the so-called "achievements" of the fighting against Israel: they claimed the
downing of an Israeli F-16, the closing of the Ben-Gurion International Airport, a direct
rocket hit on the Israeli Knesset in Jerusalem and an exaggerated number of Israeli
civilians killed. At a press conference, Basij (militia) commander Reza Naqdi called the
Iron Dome aerial defense system a "psychological trick,” claiming that it did not
actually exist (ISNA, Iran, date, 2012).

Delegations to the Gaza Strip

30. On November 17 and 18 there was an increase in the number Egyptian and

Arab delegations visiting the Gaza Strip to express solidarity and provide support:

1) A delegation headed by Nabil al-Arabi, the secretary general of the Arab
League, was expected to visit the Gaza Strip on November 18. The foreign
ministers of Egypt, Universities, Libya, Algiers and Nabil Shaath, member of

Fatah's Executive Committee, were expected to join the delegation.

2) On November 18 Egyptian political parties and organizations organized a
"popular convoy" to the Gaza Strip to express support for the Palestinians. A
number of activists tried to infiltrate the Gaza Strip through one of the tunnels on
November 17 because the Egyptian authorities refused to allow the delegation to

enter.
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3) A delegation of the Egyptian union of engineers arrived in the Gaza Strip
on November 17 to provide assistance to the Gazans. The delegation visited
several sites which had been bombed and was expected to leave the Gaza Strip

on November 18.
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