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An apartment building in Kiryat Malachi takes a direct rocket hit, resulting in three dead and six 
wounded (Picture by Daniel Hagbi/Sderot Media Center, November 15, 2012). 

 

 

Overview 
 

1. On the afternoon of November 14, 2012, the IDF began Operation Pillar of Defense 

in the Gaza Strip. The opening shot was the targeted killing of Ahmed al-Jaabari, 

commander of Hamas' military-terrorist wing, followed by severe Israeli Air Force 

strikes on the stockpiles of Iranian-supplied Fajr-5 long range rockets belonging 

to Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad.  

2. In response the terrorist organizations attacked Israel with massive barrages of 

rocket fire. Until the afternoon of November 15, more than 200 rockets had landed in 

Israeli territory, about half of them with ranges of 40 kilometers (about 25 miles), 

focusing on Beersheba. So far three Israeli civilians, two men and a woman, have 

been killed. The Israeli Red Magen David has reported treating an estimated 45 

civilians wounded to a greater or lesser degree. There has also been considerable 

property damage. 
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3. The objectives of the Operation, as stated by Israeli Minister of Defense Ehud 

Barak at a November 14 press conference, are the following: 

1) To strengthen Israel's capabilities to deter the terrorist organizations 

operating in the Gaza Strip. 

2) To strike a decisive blow to the terrorist organizations' rocket firing 

capabilities. 

3) To strike a decisive blow to Hamas and the other terrorist organizations 

operating in the Gaza Strip. 

4) To minimize insofar as possible the damage to the Israeli home front ("In 

the past 24 hours Israel has made it clear that it will not tolerate rocket and 

missile attacks on its civilians."1)  

4. Operation Pillar of Defense was motivated by the erosion of Israel's deterrent 

capabilities since Operation Cast Lead (December 2008-January 2009). That could 

be seen in the significant increase in the amount of rocket fire from the Gaza Strip 

since 2010, the frequent rounds of escalation in rocket fire resulting from the terrorist 

activity of Hamas and the other terrorist organizations, and the shortening of the lulls 

between the rounds of escalation during the past six months (See the graphs).  

5. The rocket fire, which disrupted the lives of more than one million Israelis living in 

the country's south, was frequently accompanied by attacks on Israeli soldiers carrying 

out counterterrorism activities near the security fence along the Gaza Strip border. In 

addition, networks in the Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula, interconnected and affiliated 

with the global jihad, became more daring, and turned the Sinai Peninsula into a 

launching pad for terrorist attacks against Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 http://www.pmo.gov.il/English/MediaCenter/Events/Pages/eventzara151112.aspx 
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Minister of Defense Ehud Barak and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu consult about 
Operation Pillar of Defense in the prime minister's office, Tel Aviv (Picture by Ariel Hermoni, 

Ministry of Defense, November 14, 2012). 

 
 

The Targeted Killing of Ahmed al-Jaabari 
 

6. At around 1600 hours on November 14, in a joint IDF-Israel Security Agency 

operation, the IDF attacked a car driving through a main thoroughfare in Gaza City 

carrying Ahmed al-Jaabari, Hamas' senior military-terrorist commander.2 Ahmed al-

Jaabari was killed, as was Mohammed al-Hums, a Hamas operative and his aide.  

7. Al-Jaabari, who had headed the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades for the past five 

years, was directly responsible for constructing Hamas' military-terrorist infrastructure 

and conducting its terrorist activities. He commanded attacks on IDF soldiers and 

Israeli civilians, including attacks originating in the Sinai Peninsula, and rocket and 

mortar shell fire. He was also responsible for the abduction and continued captivity of 

Gilad Shalit (See Appendix I). According to the Fatah-affiliated PalPress news agency, 

Hamas appointed Marwan Issa, one of the senior figures in the Izz al-Din al-Qassam 

Brigades, to replace al-Jaabari (PalPress, November 15, 2012). 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Ahmed al-Jaabari was the Hamas de-facto military commander. He was second in command to 
Muhammad Deif, who was critically wounded in a targeted Israeli attack. Hamas' website described 
Ahmed al-Jaabari as the deputy general commander of the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, Hamas' 
military-terrorist wing. 
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Ahmed al-Jaabari's car after the IDF strike, in the center of Gaza City (Qudsnet website, November 
14, 2012). 

 
 

8. A short time after the attack on al-Jaabari the IDF carried out strikes on additional 

senior terrorist operatives in the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades and the Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad (PIJ). Israeli Air Force aircraft also attacked storage sites for 

weapons and rocket-launching pits used to hold Fajr-5 long-range rockets, 

almost preventing the terrorist organizations from using them against population areas 

in the center of Israel (See Appendix II for technical details of the Fajr-5). It was a 

significant blow to the terrorist organizations' ability to launch long-range rockets, 

especially Hamas and the PIJ. It was also a significant blow to the underground 

launching systems and weapons' stockpiles of the terrorist organizations in the Gaza 

Strip (IDF Spokesman, November 15, 2012), although they preserved some collateral 

capability. 
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Fajr-5 launching pits struck by the IAF. The pits are located near residential houses near the Zeitun 
quarter of Gaza City (IDF Spokesman, November 14, 2012). 

 
 

Reaction of the Terrorist Organizations: Massive Rocket 
Fire Attacks on Israel 

 

Aggressive Media Rhetoric 
 

9. Shortly after the killing of Ahmed al-Jaabari, terrorist organization spokesmen in the 

Gaza Strip issued statements calling it "a declaration of war" and "the opening of the 

gates of hell," and promised an aggressive response. Hamas' military-terrorist wing 

issued a notice of the death of its commander, calling it "the beginning of a war of 

liberation" and a milestone [on the road to] the end of Israel ("the monstrous entity") 

(Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades website, November 14, 2012). Most of the Gaza Strip 

terrorist organizations announced a general mobilization of their operatives (Al-

Jazeera, November 14, 2012). The ministry of culture and education of the de-facto 

Hamas administration announced the closing of schools and universities throughout 

the Gaza Strip. 

10. The media, especially Hamas' Al-Aqsa TV, have been playing songs calling for the 

continuation of rocket fire into Israeli territory. Al-Aqsa TV has also made 

prominent mention of the rocket fired on the morning of November 15 which killed three 

Israeli civilians in Kiryat Malachi (Al-Aqsa TV, November 15, 2012). 

 
Responses on the Ground 

11. Following the Israeli strikes, Hamas and the other terrorist organizations in the 

Gaza Strip initiated massive barrages of rocket fire, launching scores of rockets into 
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Israeli territory. The attack on Beersheba, the largest city in Israel's south, was 

particularly massive. Rockets were also fired at Ashdod, Netivot and Ashqelon. On 

November 14 an estimated 40 rocket hits were identified. Most of them had ranges 

of 40 kilometers and were fired at Beersheba. The Iron Dome aerial defense system 

intercepted and destroyed 27 rockets. The rocket fire continued throughout the 

afternoon and night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Rocket damage to a school in the southern town of Ofaqim. Right: Rocket fire damage in 
Beersheba (Israel Police Force Facebook page, November 14, 2012). 

 
 
 

12. On the morning of November 15, after a number of relatively quiet hours, the 

rocket fire, more intensive this time, was renewed. During the morning, barrages of 

rockets were launched at Ashdod, Ashqelon, Beersheba, Ofaqim, Gan Yavneh and 

Kiryat Malachi (all cities about 40 kilometers, or 25 miles, from the Gaza Strip). 

Rockets were also fired at towns and villages closer to the Gaza Strip. Most glaring 

were the following incidents (as of noon, November 15): 

1) At around 0800 hours a barrage of rockets was fired at Gan Yavneh and 

Kiryat Malachi. One of the rockets hit the top floor of an apartment building 

in Kiryat Malachi, killing three Israeli civilians and wounding six, among 

them a four-year old boy and two baby girls. Another building suffered a direct 

hit but there were no casualties. Hamas claimed responsibility for the rocket fire 

and its media boasted of the event. 

2) A barrage of rocket fire targeted Ashdod. One of the rockets hit a residential 

dwelling. There were no casualties. 
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3) A school in Ofaqim took a direct hit. There were no casualties. 

13. As of 1200 hours, November 15, more than 200 rocket hits had been identified 

in Israeli territory (Note: the number of attempted launchings was far larger). Most of 

the rockets landed on the morning of November 15. The Iron Dome aerial defense 

system successfully intercepted and destroyed an estimated 30 rockets (IDF 

Spokesman, November 15, 2012). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hamas launches rockets at Israel from within population centers in the Gaza Strip (Filastin al-'Aan, 
November 15, 2012). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Left: An Israel Police demolitions expert collects the remains of a rocket (Israel Police Force 
Facebook page, November 15, 2012). Right: Damage to a house in Kiryat Gat (Picture by Daniel 

Hagbi/Sderot Media Center, November 15, 2012). 
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Iron Dome aerial defense system (Photo by Edi Israel, courtesy of NRG, November 14, 2012). 

 

Rocket Fire from the Sinai Peninsula 

14. On the afternoon of November 14, close to the beginning of Operation Pillar of 

Defense, it was reported that four rockets were fired from the direction of the Sinai 

Peninsula into Israeli territory. It was also reported that Israel had lodged a 

complaint with Egypt regarding the rocket fire. Senior security personnel in the northern 

Sinai Peninsula denied the attack. Later, Egyptian security sources reported that 

following the rocket fire a committee had been appointed to investigate the incident (Al-

Yawm Al-Sabaa, November 14, 2012).  

15. The incident was unconnected to the rocket fire responses to Operation Pillar of 

Defense. However, in our assessment it manifests the turning of the Sinai Peninsula 

into an arena for anti-Israeli terrorism, in addition to the direct security threats from the 

Gaza Strip. 
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Statistical Data 
 

Rockets Hits in Israeli Territory since the Beginning of 20113 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

       
 
 

 

 

 

 

Note: The graph clearly illustrates the rounds of escalation and their increasing 

frequency until they peaked in November 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 As of November 15, 2012, 1200 hours, based on an estimated 200 rocket hits. 

Since the beginning of 2011, 
1,300 rocket hits have been 
identified in Israeli territory; 
997 since the beginning of 
2012.  

Since the end of Operation 
Cast Lead, 1,545 rocket hits 
have been identified in Israeli 
territory.
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Annual Distribution of Rocket Fire since the Hamas Takeover of the Gaza 
Strip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
* As of November 15, 1200 hours, based on an estimated 200 rocket hits. 
 
 

Note: The graph shows the annual increase in rocket fire since Operation Cast 

Lead. In 2012, which has not yet ended, the amount of rocket fire has 

approached that of 2008, whose high levels of rocket fire led to Operation Cast 

Lead. 

 

Claiming Responsibility for Rocket and Mortar Shell Fire 
 

16. Hamas and the PIJ claimed responsibility for most of the rockets and mortar shells 

fired into Israeli territory. Other small organizations, such as the Democratic Front for 

the Liberation of Palestine, also claimed responsibility for a number of rocket 

launchings (Websites of the military-terrorist wings of the various organizations, 

November 14, 2012). 

17. On the morning of November 15, the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, Hamas' 

military-terrorist wing, announced that it had, for the first time, launched a Fajr-5 

rocket at Tel Aviv. According to the announcement, the attack was in retaliation for 

the death of Ahmed al-Jaabari (Filastin al-'Aan, November 15, 2012). Hamas' Al-Aqsa 

TV also prominently featured the attack in its news flashes. In reality, at the time of 

the announcement, no rockets had fallen in the Tel Aviv area and the news items 

reflected their intentions rather than actual fact. Note: In the afternoon and evening of 

0
200
400
600
800
1000
1200

974 783

1159

925 158 103

375

997



11  

230-12 

November 15, two long-range rockets were fired at the center of Israel. According to 

reports, one of them fell in Rishon Letzion (south of Tel-Aviv). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Al-Aqsa TV news flash: "For the first time, [the Izz al-Din] al-Qassam [Brigades] fired a Fajr-5 
rocket at Tel Aviv (Al-Aqsa TV, November 15, 2012). 

 
 

IDF Attacks in Response to the Rocket Fire 
 

18. During the night of November 14 the IDF continued attacking long- and medium-

range rocket launching systems in the Gaza Strip. As of the afternoon of November 15, 

more than 156 terrorist targets had been attacked, 126 of them sites for 

launching Grad rockets. In addition, tanks fired at terrorist targets throughout the 

Gaza Strip (IDF Spokesman, November 5, 2012). 

19. At around 0720 hours on November 15 the IDF dropped leaflets into a number of 

sites in the Gaza Strip warning the Gazans not to approach operatives and 

facilities belonging to Hamas and the other terrorist organizations at the risk of 

their safety and lives. The fliers stated that Hamas was dragging the region into an 

escalation and that the IDF was fully prepared to defend the citizens of the State of 

Israel and would do so until quiet was restored to the area (IDF Spokesman, November 

15, 2012). 
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The IDF leaflet distributed to the Gazans (Hamas forum, November 15, 2012). 

 
 

 

The Main Arab and International Responses 
 

20. Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi ordered "political punishment" for Israel, 

including the recall to Egypt of the Egyptian ambassador to Israel for 

consultations, as well as rebuking the Israeli ambassador and convoking an 

emergency session of the UN Security Council (Official Egyptian TV channel, 

November 14, 2012). 

21. The international community called for calm on both sides: 

1) A senior spokesman for the United States Department of State said that 

the United States was following developments in the Gaza Strip and that it 

supported Israel's right to defend itself (Agence France-Presse, November 

14, 2012). 

2) A spokesman for the UN Secretary General, Ban-ki Moon, said that the 

Secretary General called for immediate calm, and that he appealed to both sides 

to do whatever they could to prevent another escalation and to honor their 

commitments to protect civilians according to international law (Reuters, 

November 14, 2012). 

3) The French foreign ministry expressed "deep concern" over the escalating 

rocket fire and called on both sides to refrain from further escalation (Agence 
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France-Presse, November 14, 2012). The British and Russian foreign 

ministries expressed similar positions.  

22. Before dawn, Israeli time, the UN Security Council held an emergency session at 

the request of Egypt, Morocco and the Palestinians to discuss the events. The 

deliberations ended after an hour and a half without a decision's being reached. The 

Palestinian representative asked that Israel be sent a "strong message" to stop its 

military operation immediately and honor its commitments according to international 

law. However, US Ambassador Susan Rice told the council there was "no 

justification for the violence that Hamas and other terrorist organizations are 

employing against the people of Israel."4 

19. Mahmoud Abbas, currently in Switzerland, strongly condemned the Israeli activity 

in the Gaza Strip and called for an emergency meeting of the permanent 

representatives of the Arab League to discuss the escalation (Wafa News Agency, 

November 14, 2012). He also sent a diplomatic message to the president of the 

Security Council through Riyadh al-Mansour, the Palestinian representative to the UN, 

asking for a cessation of the Israeli activity in the Gaza Strip (Qudsnet website, 

November 14, 2012).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/11/15/us-israel-palestinians-un-council-idUSBRE8AD1SI20121115 
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Appendix I 
 

Ahmed al-Jaabari – Portrait of a Terrorist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ahmed al-Jaabari (Voice-Yemen website, November 14, 2012) 
 
 

1. Ahmed Sayid Khalil al-Jaabari (aka Abu Mohammed), the senior commander of 

Hamas' military-terrorist wing, was born in 1960. He lived in the Sajaiya quarter in 

eastern Gaza City. The al-Jaabari family originally came from Hebron but fled to the 

Gaza Strip because of a blood feud. He is married to the daughter of Abd al-Aziz 

Rantisi, one of the founders of Hamas and heir to Sheikh Ahmed Yassin; both died in 

targeted killings. He holds an MA in history from the Islamic University in Gaza City. 

2. Ahmed al-Jaabari began his career as a terrorist operative in the ranks of Fatah. At 

the beginning of the 1980s he was arrested by Israel and spent 13 years in prison for 

his involvement in orchestrating Fatah terrorist attacks. While in jail (where he learned 

Hebrew) he changed alliances and moved to Hamas, and became a Hamas leader 

while still in prison. He was greatly influenced by senior Hamas figures Abd Rantisi, 

Ismail Abu Shunab, Nizar Rayyan, Ibrahim al-Maqadma and Salah Shehadeh. 

3. In 1995 he was released and became director of a Hamas social institution in the 

Gaza Strip which dealt with the welfare of prisoners and released prisoners. In 1997 he 

was active in the Islamic Salvation Party, founded by Hamas. At that time, close 

relations were formed between al-Jaabari and Mohammed Deif, as well as with other 

senior figures in Hamas' military-terrorist wing and he collaborated with Salah 
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Shehadeh and others to construct it. In August 2004 he escaped an attempt on his life 

with minor wounds; his oldest son, Mohammed, was killed in the attempt (The PIJ's 

PalToday website, November 14, 2012). 

4. Until his death Ahmed al-Jaabari was second in command to Mohammed Deif, 

the commander general of the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades. He was responsible for 

constructing Hamas' military infrastructure and turning it into a more professional 

military body, taking as his inspiration the military infrastructure Hezbollah constructed 

in Lebanon. He was also involved in Hamas terrorist attacks which killed many Israeli 

civilians. 

5. In October 1998 he was involved in an attack on a school bus in the Israeli 

settlement of Kfar Darom in the Gaza Strip in which two children were killed and 

several wounded. Following the attack he was detained by Fatah's security forces and 

eventually became the dominant figure in Hamas' military-terrorist wing. He was 

responsible for many terrorist attacks on Israelis, including the abduction of Gilad Shalit 

and attacks carried out through the Sinai Peninsula. He was also responsible for 

launching hundreds of rockets and mortar shells into Israeli territory. In recent years his 

position became stronger and he also enjoyed political influence in Hamas in 

addition to his military force. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Left: Gilad Shalit led by his captors to the Rafah crossing (Egyptian TV, October 18, 2011). To his 
right is Ahmed al-Jaabari, who personally handed him over to the Egyptian authorities. Right: 
Ahmed al-Jaabari and Ismail Haniya in Egypt after the liberation of Gilad Shalit (Filastin al-'Aan, 
October 21, 2011). 
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Ahmed al-Jaabari's Escort 
 

6. The Hamas Internet forum devoted a respectable portion of its reporting of the death 

of Ahmed al-Jaabari to Mohammed al-Hums, the Hamas operative who was killed 

along with al-Jaabari. Al-Hums oversaw the forum while serving as Ahmed al-

Jaabari's personal aide (Hamas forum, November 14, 2012)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: The Hamas forum's death notice of Mohammed al-Hums, who was the inspector of the forum 
and an operative in the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades a jihadist. He was killed with Ahmed al-

Jaabari in the Israeli attack. Right: Mohammed al-Hums in Hamas battle uniform (Hamas forum, 
November 14, 2012). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mohammed al-Hums (left) and Ahmed al-Jaabari on a visit outside the Gaza Strip (Hamas forum, 
November 14, 2012). 
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Appendix II 
 

The Fajr-5 Rocket 
 

1. After Operation Cast Lead Hamas improved and reinforced its system of 

smuggling tunnels, making it possible to smuggle large quantities of weapons into 

the Gaza Strip, most of them from Iran. Among the weapons smuggled in were 

light arms and machine guns, large quantities of rockets and mortar shells, tens of 

tons of explosives and raw materials for making explosives.  

2. During the past three years Hamas and the PIJ smuggled large quantities of 

rockets into the Gaza Strip, among them standard Fajr-5 rockets, which have a 

range of 75 kilometers, or almost 47 miles, capable of reaching Tel Aviv and its 

suburbs in the center of Israel. The rockets were given to the terrorist 

organizations by Iran, part of its strategy to threaten the civilian Israeli 

population from both the north (through Hezbollah in Lebanon) and the south 

(through the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip). 

2. The Fajr-5 (Fajr means "dawn" in Farsi) is an artillery rocket manufactured by 

Iran. It has been produced in Iran since 1991 with North Korean and possible 

Chinese assistance. 

3. The technical specifications of the Fajr-5: 

 Range: approximately 75 kilometers, or 46.6 miles 

 Weight: 915 kilograms, or 2013 lbs 

 Maximum diameter: 333 centimeters 

 Length: 6.5 meters, or 7.1 yards 

 Warhead weight: 175 kilograms, or 385 lbs 
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Fajr-5 rocket 
 
Map of Rocket Fire Ranges from the Gaza Strip 
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Various types of mortar shells (60mm, 81mm, 120mm and improvised mortar 

shells). Range 3-10 kilometers, or 1.9-6.2 miles 

Improvised rockets (90mm, 115 mm, 168mm) Range: 6-20 kilometers, or 3.7-

12.4 miles. Warhead: 5-15 kilos, or 11-33 lbs.  

Standard 122mm rockets (manufactured in Russia, China and Iran) Range 40 

kilometers, or 24.8 miles. 

Iranian Fajr-5 rockets – Range 75 kilometers, or 46.6 miles. Warhead 175 

kilograms, or 385 lbs. 

 


