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Profile of The Army of Islam, a Salafist organization affiliated 
with the global jihad operating in the Gaza Strip. It was 

mentioned by the Egyptian media as involved in the terrorist 
attack in Egyptian Rafah which killed 16 Egyptian soldiers. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Army of Islam operatives train in the Gaza Strip (Picture from the vb.n4h.com website). Right: 
The logo of the Army of Islam: a Qur'an, a sword, the globe and a banner with the Islamic shahada: 

"There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet."  

 

Overview 
 

1. The Army of Islam is one of the Salafist jihadi terrorist organizations operating in the 

Gaza Strip. It is considered a dominant organization, having the highest 

operational capabilities of all the global jihad networks in the Gaza Strip. The Army of 

Islam splintered off from the Popular Resistance Committees at the beginning of 2006, 

and is headed by Mumtaz Dughmush, who comes from a powerful clan centered in 

the Sabra neighborhood of Gaza City. The Army of Islam has close ties to Hamas, 

which allows it to operate in both the Gazan and Egyptian arenas, despite its Salafist 

jihadi identity. 
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2. The Army of Islam collaborated with Hamas in the abduction of Israeli soldier Gilad 

Shalit in the Kerem Shalom area in June 2006. In October 2010 it planned to abduct 

Israelis and/or foreign nationals in the Sinai Peninsula in collaboration with the Gazan 

Hamas, but the plans were prevented from being carried out. The Army of Islam has 

also carried out attacks against Western figures in the Gaza Strip and the Egyptian 

authorities have accused it of carrying out attacks in Egypt (including the mass-

casualty suicide bombing attack at the Coptic church in Alexandria in January 2011). 

Possible Army of Islam Involvement in the Recent Attack 
near Kerem Shalom 

 

3. On August 5, 2012, an attack on Israeli soil attempted by a Salafist jihadi 

organization apparently originating in the Sinai Peninsula, was prevented. The 

attack, which killed 16 Egyptian soldiers, caused a storm of public outrage throughout 

Egypt and led to an ongoing, broad military campaign against global jihad strongholds 

in the Sinai Peninsula. 

4. According to the Egyptian media, the terrorists who carried out the attack 

were aided by Salafist jihadi groups based in the Gaza Strip, and the Army of 

Islam was mentioned. 

1) "Palestinian sources" reported that among the bodies of the terrorists killed in the 

attempted attack, one apparently belonged to an Army of Islam operative (Sama 

News Agency, August 8, 2012). 

2) "A high-ranking Egyptian source" said that some operatives belonging to the 

network in the Sinai Peninsula which carried out the terrorist attack had spent time 

in the Gaza Strip. They entered the Gaza Strip through the tunnels controlled by the 

Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, Hamas' military-terrorist wing. The source added 

that Hamas was not being accused of responsibility for the attack, but that some of 

its operatives, especially those in its military-terrorist wing, knew the attackers, who 

had been trained in the Gaza Strip and received weapons from Hamas. The 

"Egyptian source" also mentioned the Army of Islam (Al-Hayat, August 8, 2012). 

3) "Palestinian sources" reported that Egypt had asked the de-facto Hamas 

administration in the Gaza Strip to turn over three senior Army of Islam 

operatives for interrogation, among them Mumtaz Dughmush, Army of Islam 

commander (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, August 9, 2012). 



3  

169-12 

5. The Egyptian interest in the Army of Islam and its mention in the Egyptian media 

are, in our assessment, the result of several factors. They include the Army of 

Islam's high operative capabilities, its affiliation with Al-Qaeda, its ties to jihadist groups 

in the Sinai Peninsula and, in our assessment, within Egyptian itself, and its record of 

carrying out terrorist attacks in Egyptian territory. In our assessment, the Army of Islam 

did not itself carry out the attack near Kerem Shalom, but in all probability maintained 

contact with those who did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egyptian army reinforcements deployed in the Sinai Peninsula as part of the security campaign 
(Picture from Hamas' PALDF forum website, August 8, 2012). 

 

Hamas' Predicament and Its Response 
 

6. The attack which killed 16 Egyptian soldiers placed Hamas in a predicament: 

1) On the one hand, the terrorist attack during Ramadan threatened to disrupt 

the improving relations between the Muslim Brotherhood administration in the 

Egypt and the de-facto Hamas administration in the Gaza Strip, and caused a 

storm of public outrage among both Egyptians and Palestinians. In addition, the 

Egyptian administration pointed the finger of guilt at the Gaza Strip, where 

Salafist jihadi networks, the prominent of which is the Army of Islam, operate 

under the Hamas administration. The attack also showed Hamas the dangers 

inherent in an increase in global jihad activity in the Gaza Strip, and the danger it 

poses to Hamas' governmental capabilities and the threat to relations with Egypt. 

2) On the other hand, Hamas has good relations with the Army of Islam and 

turning its operatives over to Egypt will make it lose face. Thus as long as Egypt 
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does not exert pressure on Hamas endangering its vital interests, it is doubtful 

whether Hamas will risk a direct confrontation with the Army and the other 

Salafist jihadi networks in the Gaza Strip. 

7. As a way out, Hamas has so far chosen to initiate a political propaganda campaign, 

accompanied by security measures, to minimize the negative consequences of the 

attack in the Sinai Peninsula: 

1) Senior Hamas figures have made reiterated their solidarity with Egypt, 

stressed commitment to security collaboration and promised that Hamas' own 

security forces would conduct an "intensive investigation" examining the links 

between jihadist networks in the Gaza Strip and global jihad operatives in the 

Sinai Peninsula (Al-Watan, August 8, 2012). 

2) Senior Hamas figures denied any connection between the organizations in the 

Gaza Strip to the attack, and claimed that the Egyptian administration had not 

accused "anyone specific" in Gaza. They also denied that Egypt had asked for 

the extradition of three [Army of Islam] operatives (Al-Aqsa TV, August 12; Al-

Sharq Al-Awsat, August 9; Safa News Agency, August 11, 2012). Hamas also 

tried to accuse Israel of responsibility for the attack. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cartoon drawn by Hamas-affiliated Omaya Joha expressing the concern of the Gazans after the 
attack in the Sinai Peninsula, and a blanket denial of all involvement. The banner reads, "Innocent 

of the blood of [our Egyptian] brothers" (Picture from the al-istaqlal website, August, 2012). 

  

3) In the meantime, Hamas has initiated security measures on the ground, 

including closing smuggling tunnels along the Sinai Peninsula-Gaza Strip 

border, while Egypt closed the Rafah crossing. Ismail Haniya, head of the de-



5  

169-12 

facto Hamas administration in the Gaza Strip, publicly stated that if the Rafah 

crossing were permanently open and if a free trade zone were established on 

Gazan border, there would be no need for the tunnels and they would all be 

closed (Al-Aqsa TV, August 15, 2012). It was also reported that a joint Hamas-

Egyptian security committee had been appointed to investigate the attack (Al-

Hayat, August 15, 2012), that Hamas was conducting an independent 

investigation into the involvement of jihadist organizations in the Gaza Strip in the 

attack, and that dozens of Salafist jihadi operatives had been detained 

(PalPress, August 15, 2012). 
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Appendix 
 

The Army of Islam 

Overview  

8. The Army of Islam is a Salafist jihadi organization which has been operating in the 

Gaza Strip since it was founded in 2006. It is headed by Mumtaz Dughmush, scion of 

a powerful clan centered in the Sabra neighborhood of Gaza City. He and his followers 

split off from the Popular Resistance Committees and set up the Army of Islam; they 

were later joined by operatives from Hamas' military-terrorist wing, the Izz al-Din al-

Qassam Brigades. The Army of Islam takes is ideological inspiration from Al 

Qaeda and global jihad networks, stressing the use of jihad to "liberate 

Palestine." In the past it attacked Egyptian targets and Western targets in the Gaza 

Strip 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mumtaz Dughmush, founder of the Army of Islam (right), with one of his operatives (Picture from a 
Hamas forum, January 24, 2007) 

 

9. Today the Army of Islam is dominant among the networks in the Gaza Strip 

affiliated with Al Qaeda and the global jihad. Two Army of Islam operatives 

participated in the June 2006 terrorist attack at Kerem Shalom during which IDF soldier 

Gilad Shalit was abducted. It was the first time its name was mentioned publicly. Since 

the end of Operation Cast Lead (January 2009) the network has attempted terrorist 

attacks on Israeli and foreign targets, especially against Israelis vacationing in the Sinai 

Peninsula. In recent years the Army of Islam had adopted the terrorist methods of the 

global jihad, such as abducting Western correspondents and attacking places of 
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entertainment in the Gaza Strip considered as fostering "Western culture" (such as 

Internet cafés). 

10. The Army of Islam regards Egypt as a good target for jihadist activities. In 

January 2011 the minister of the interior, and the Egyptian media after him, accused 

the Army of Islam of involvement in the January 25 mass-casualty suicide 

bombing attack in a Coptic church in Alexandria (an estimated 25 dead and scores 

wounded). Army of Islam operatives in the Gaza Strip were accused of directing 

terrorist attacks in Egypt as proxies for Al Qaeda and of maintaining contact with 

terrorist operatives in Egypt through the smuggling tunnels (which Mubarak's minister 

of the interior called a threat to Egypt's national security). The Army of Islam was 

accused of other terrorist attacks carried out in Egypt in recent years, among them the 

attack on the Khan el-Khalili market in Cairo which killed a woman tourist from 

France (February 22, 2009). 

11. The Army of Islam's terrorist activities against Israeli targets have put it in 

Israel's crosshairs and resulted in targeted killings. A senior operative named 

Muhammad Jamal al-Nimnim was attacked in his car and killed by Israeli Air Force 

aircraft on November 3, 2010. Al-Nimnim, a resident of the Shati refugee camp, was 

involved in attacks originating from the Gaza Strip and in planning attacks 

against Israeli and American targets in the Sinai Peninsula in collaboration with 

Hamas in the Gaza Strip (IDF Spokesman, November 3, 2010). On November 17, 

2010, Islam Yassin, a network operative and Mumtaz Dughmush's right-hand man, 

was struck from the air and killed, along with his brother. 

The Army of Islam's Ideology and its Links to Al-Qaeda 

12. The Army of Islam is a Salafist Muslim organization inspired by Al Qaeda and 

global jihad organizations. Regarding the Palestinians, its objective is the "liberate 

Palestine" and establish an Islamic state through jihad against the Jews and 

"Crusaders" (i.e., the West). The organization seeks the rapid Islamization of the 

Gaza Strip (as opposed to Hamas, which is carrying out the process gradually), and 

presents Hamas with an ideological challenge, sharply deviating from Hamas' 

policy of restraint in attacking Israel. Note: The jihadist organizations in the Gaza 

Strip are less observant of Hamas' policy of restraint, unlike the more "established" 

terrorist organizations like the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and the Popular Resistance 

Committees. For that reason, jihadist networks like the Army of Islam have a 

strong potential to harm Hamas' interests. 



8  

169-12 

13. On June 3, 2011, the Egyptian daily newspaper Al-Masri Al-Yawm published an 

interview with a man calling himself Abu al-Baraa, one of the most important operatives 

and a cofounder of the Army of Islam in the Gaza Strip. He said that ideologically the 

Army of Islam identified with Al Qaeda, but accepted the ideology of jihad only with 

regard to the war against the Jews, and not, like Al Qaeda, with regard to the global 

jihad. However, he admitted that "other ideas" had infiltrated the Army of Islam's ranks 

(MEMRI, June 22, 2011). In point of fact the Army of Islam was involved in attacking 

Western and Egyptian targets, as opposed to Hamas' terrorist attack policy. 

14. In May 2011 a spokesman for the American Department of State reported that 

the Army of Islam had been designated as a foreign terrorist organization. 

According to the announcement, it was "responsible for a number of rocket attacks on 

Israel from the Gaza Strip, was responsible for attacks on Egyptian civilians in Cairo 

and Heliopolis, the kidnapping of two Fox News journalists in Gaza in 2006 and the 

kidnapping of journalist Alan Johnston in 2007... It subscribes to a Salafist ideology of 

global jihad together with the traditional model of armed Palestinian resistance [i.e., 

terrorism]...[It had] previously worked with Hamas and [was] attempting to 

develop closer al-Qa'ida contacts..."1(ITIC emphasis). 

15. On May 3, 2012, one year after Osama bin Laden was killed by an elite Navy SEAL 

unit, the United States made public 17 declassified documents captured at Bin Laden's 

hideout in Abbottabad, Pakistan. One of the documents, apparently written in 2006, 

reveals correspondence between the Army of Islam, a Gaza Strip-based global jihad 

organization affiliated with Al-Qaeda, and the Al-Qaeda leadership. The 

correspondence focuses on the question of whether the Army of Islam is permitted by 

Islamic religious law to accept funding for its terrorist activities from other 

Palestinian organizations (e.g., the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and Fatah) and, by 

implication, from such “infidel” countries as Shi’ite Iran (which, according to the 

Army of Islam, provides generous financial assistance to the PIJ). Al-Qaeda answered 

in the affirmative, i.e., that Islam permits the acceptance of money from other 

organizations and infidel countries for the purposes of jihad (a practice employed 

by the PIJ).2 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/05/163838.htm 
2 For further information see the June 6, 2012 bulletin "A document captured by the United States at Bin Laden's 
hideout in Pakistan reveals connections between the Al-Qaeda leadership and the Army of Islam, a Salafi-jihadist 
organization based in the Gaza Strip."  
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The Arabic text of the letter from the Army of Islam captured at Bin Laden’s hideout. 

 

Army of Islam Involvement in Terrorist Attacks  

Overview 

16. The Army of Islam has high operational capabilities, compared with the other 

Salafist jihadi networks in the Gaza Strip, and apparently is in possession of a large 

number of weapons. It participated in the terrorist attack in June 2006 in which Israeli 

soldier Gilad Shalit was abducted. In addition to its routine attacks such as rocket fire 

into Israeli territory, it has also abducted foreign nationals and attacked places of 

entertainment in the Gaza Strip, and was involved in several terrorist attacks in 

Egypt. Since Operation Cast Lead, the Army of Islam has attempted to carry out 

a number of showcase attacks against Israel and foreign targets, including in the 

Sinai Peninsula. 

 

Notable Attacks 

17. The Army of Islam was involved in the following: 

1) June 25, 2006 – Army of Islam operatives participated in the terrorist attack at 

Kerem Shalom, in which IDF soldier Gilad Shalit was abducted and two IDF 

soldiers were killed. It was one of three organizations which claimed 

responsibility for the abduction.3 It was the first terrorist attack for which the Army 

of Islam claimed responsibility (as having collaborated with the others). 

2) August 14, 2006 – Two Fox News correspondents, with American and New 

Zealand citizenship, respectively, were abducted in the Gaza Strip. They were 

                                                 
3 The other two were Hamas and the Popular Resistance Committees. 
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dragged from their car, bound and taken to a garage. After two weeks in captivity 

they were released by Palestinian security operatives and taken to the Erez 

crossing, through which they entered Israel. 

3) March 12, 2007 – BBC correspondent Alan Johnston was abducted in Gaza 

City by four armed terrorist operatives who ambushed his car. On May 8, 2007 

the Army of Islam claimed responsibility for the abduction and presented its 

demands by sending a video cassette to the offices of Al-Jazeera TV in Gaza. 

The video was shown on both Al-Jazeera TV and Al-Arabiya TV on May 9, 2007, 

and on the Al-Firdus Internet forum, which is affiliated with Al Qaeda. The video 

used radical Islamist terminology of the sort used by Al Qaeda and global jihad 

networks affiliated with it. In July, about four months after his abduction and 

following pressure exerted on the Army of Islam by Hamas, Alan Johnston was 

released. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Alan Johnston's press pass (Picture from Al-Arabiya TV, May 10, 2007). Left: The video taken by 
the Army of Islam. It shows Alan Johnston strapped into an explosive belt and presents the Army 

of Islam's demands for his release (Picture from Al-Arabiya TV, June 25, 2007) 
 

18. The Army of Islam was also involved in planning a number of terrorist attacks which 

were prevented: 

1) July 15, 2008 – The network planned to attack Tony Blair, the EU envoy to the 

Middle East, during a visit to the Gaza Strip (Israel Security Agency). Tony Blair 

canceled the visit after Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak recommended he not 

go, based on early intelligence about the planned attack (Ynet, July 15, 2012). 

2) October 2010 – According to media reports, the network planned to abduct 

Israelis or foreign nationals in the Sinai Peninsula. The terrorist attack was 

prevented after three operatives central to the network were killed in an Israeli Air 
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Force strike in the northern Gaza Strip on November 3, 2010. The most senior 

among them was Muhammad al-Nimnim. He was involved in terrorist attacks 

in the Gaza Strip and in planning attacks on Israeli and American targets in 

the Sinai Peninsula in collaboration with Hamas elements in the Gaza Strip 

(IDF Spokesman, November 3, 2010). 

 

Terrorist Attacks in Egypt Attributed to the Army of Islam 

19. Army of Islam operatives were also accused of involvement in a number of carried 

out on Egyptian soil:4 

1) January 1, 2011 – Habib el-Adly, the Egyptian minister of the interior, accused 

the Army of Islam of the attack on the Coptic church in Alexandria on New 

Year's Eve, December 31, 2010. the attack killed 25 civilian and wounded 

scores more. The Egyptian media used the opportunity to accuse the Army of 

Islam of involvement in other terrorist attacks which had taken place in Egypt in 

previous years. The minister of the interior claimed that the information had been 

obtained following the interrogation of an Egyptian Al-Qaeda operative named 

Ahmad Lutfi Ibrahim, who was involved in the attack on the Coptic church and 

maintained contact with an Al-Qaeda cell exposed before the attack in 

Alexandria. During the interrogation he revealed his involvement in terrorist 

attacks in Egypt and his ties to the Army of Islam in the Gaza Strip. In response 

Abu Khitab, senior Army of Islam operative, said that the organization did not 

operate in Egyptian territory and claimed that it was all an Israeli "conspiracy" to 

enlist support for a new war on the Gaza Strip (Egyptian TV and Al-Risala, 

January 23, 2011). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 For further information see the February 3, 2011 bulletin "Exporting terrorism and subversion from the Gaza Strip..." 
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The Coptic church after the attack (Picture from the Al-Yawm Al-Sabaa website, January 3, 2011). 

2) February 22, 2009 – The outgoing Egyptian minister of the interior accused 

the Army of Islam of the terrorist attack on the Khan el-Khalil market in Cairo, 

where a woman tourist from France was killed and at least 20 people were 

wounded (Al-Quds Al-Arabi, June 12, 2012). 

3) February 2011 – Egyptian "security sources" reported that Army of Islam 

operatives were apparently involved in several terrorist attacks carried out 

during that month in the Sinai Peninsula, among them blowing up a building 

belonging to the national security interrogation service in El Arish on February 4, 

sabotaging the pipeline bringing gas from Egypt to Israel and Jordan on February 

5, and blowing up a church in Rafah on February 6 (Al-Ahram and Masrawi, 

February 6, 2011). 

Hamas-Army of Islam Relations 

20. Generally speaking, relations between Hamas and the Army of Islam, as well as 

other, similar organizations, are complex and have their ups and downs. On the one 

hand, Hamas and the Army of Islam share a radical Islamic ideology. In addition, 

Hamas is worried lest wielding its power too strongly will invite criticism from radical 

Islamic Gazans, including those who support the movement. Moreover, in the past 

Hamas exploited the Army of Islam's operational capabilities (including collaboration in 

the terrorist attack in which Gilad Shalit was abducted). On the other hand, Hamas 

feels threatened by the activities of the global jihad organizations and networks in the 

Gaza Strip because potentially they can draw hard military responses and 

complicate its relations Egypt and Western countries (clearly illustrated by the 

attack at Kerem Shalom in which 16 Egyptian soldiers were killed.) 
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21. Initially the Army of Islam was closely tied to Hamas, which tried to oversee its 

activities and impose its policy of restrained attacks. Hamas' tolerance may have been 

the source of their mutual operational collaboration, and may also be the reason 

Hamas does not take effective measures to control the Army of Islam (as it has taken 

to control other Salafist jihadi networks, such as the Army of the Supporters of Allah in 

the affair at the Ibn Taymiyyah mosque). However, over time, tensions developed and 

there were even violent confrontations between the two. Hamas has sometimes 

confronted the organization and on a number of occasions did not hesitate to use 

military force against it, especially to prevent terrorist attacks carried out in 

opposition to its policy of restraint. Sometimes Hamas went so far as to represent 

its actions against the Army of Islam as police activity to "preserve security and public 

order."5 

22. For example, on September 15, 2008, there was a confrontation in the Sabra 

neighborhood of Gaza City between Hamas security forces and members of the 

Dughmush clan, the Army of Islam's power base. The confrontation occurred when 

Hamas' security forces tried to detain two wanted men belonging to the clan. Eleven 

clan members were killed and 46 wounded, (some of whom were Army of Islam 

operatives)  and a Hamas policeman was killed as well and another wounded. 

23. Until the recent attack at Kerem Shalom Hamas had close relations with the 

Army of Islam, as opposed to its relations with other global jihad networks operating in 

the Gaza Strip, which have been persecuted by Hamas's security forces. The Army of 

Islam also wants to preserve good relations, understanding that will give it leeway to 

operate freely in both the Gazan and Egyptian arenas without Hamas interference. In 

our assessment, the attack at Kerem Shalom made Hamas realize that its 

governmental capabilities in the Gaza Strip and its vital relations with Egypt were being 

threatened as the global jihad expanded in the Gaza Strip. That has not yet made 

Hamas break with the Army of Islam and other jihadist networks in the Gaza Strip, but 

in our assessment that might happen in the future if and when Hamas considers its 

ability to govern the Gaza Strip and other vital interests are challenged. 

 

                                                 
5 For further information see the September 1, 2009 bulletin "Hamas steps up its struggle against the global jihad-
affiliated networks trying to challenge its control of the Gaza Strip"   


